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The  legal  denrelopment  of  pibllo  hl^er  educatl<m  in  Florida 
began  mace  than  125  years  ago  xtoen  Congress  on  y«a^  Ird,  1823> 
reservod  tiro  aitlre  tomuhips,  knoon  as  Seminary  Lands,  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  oaintoiance  of  two  institutioiis  of  higher 
learning.    Its  growth,  through  the  various  constitutional  pirovlsi(»38, 
the  enactment  of  laws  and  the  passage  of  board  regulations,  to  its 
present  oz^ardzatiaa,  which  provides  fear  the  education  of  apprcacX- 
mately  15,000  students       7«ar,  is  an  interesting  story,  yet  no 
coB^lete  study  of  this  phase  has  ever  beou  made* 

At  a  tiaa  in  the  history  of  Florida  higher  education,  suoh  as 
the  present,  when  (Ganges  are  rapidly  taking  place  and  ytien  there 
is  a  need  for  future  planning,  it  is  perhaps  not  amiss  that  some 
attention  be  paid  to  the  legal  origins  of  our  preset  institutiois 
and  their  subsequoit  history  in  order  that  a  better  understanding 
may  be  had  for  future  planning.    A  kmndedge  of  this  legal  heritage 
of  Ploirida  state  suj^ported  higher  education  should  provide  a  richer 
basis  for  understanding  the  present  status  and  future  possibilities 
of  the  several  institutions  of  hi^er  leamii%« 

The  subject  has  been  approached  with  no  preconceived  ideas  as 
to  the  reasons  lying  behind  the  facts.    T  iO  study  has  attempted  to 
prove  no  private  theories.    Instead,  the  facts  have  been  allowed 
to  ten  their  own  stoay  with  only  the  pointing  out  of  the  major 
trends.    If  at  times  the  narrative  appears  tedious  tc  the  reader 
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because  of  tlie  iiwlusiai  of  too  many  facts,  it  is  because  an  ef- 
fort has  been  made  to  avoid  the  pitfalls  of  some  historians  itho 
select  only  those  facts  which  lead  to  certain  predeteamined  con- 
elusions* 

The  basic  matcarials  used  in  this  atvdj  were  the  learn  of  Florida 
from  the  territorial  period  to  the  present  tiraej  the  legislative 
journals  from  182U  to  the  present j  and  the  various  reposrts  of  state 
and  Goanty  officials.    The  available  early  catalogues  of  the  sev- 
eral institutions,  as  well  as  newspapers  from  the  earliest  terri- 
torial  days  to  the  presait  time,  have  also  beaa  used  ezt^sively. 

Other  sources  of  material  were  general  works  dealing  with 
history  and  education  in  Flwrlda  aod  its  counties.    There  have  also 
been  a  number  of  personal  intenrlews  with  <fl.d«r  dtisens  of  Florida 
and  others  convrarsant  with  the  state's  history. 

The  writer  wishes  to  express  his  deep  ^preciation  to  Dr.  J. 
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valuable  criticism.    The  author  wishes  also  to  thank  Dr.  R.  L« 
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Library  «as  also  of  nsich  assistance  and  encouragement* 

The  staff  of  the  St^e  Departmoit  of  iiducatiai  allowed  free 
use  of  the  material  in  that  office.    Mr,  iV,  F,  Poirers,  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  C<mta:*Ql,  made  available  the  files  of  his  office. 
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material  essential  to  this  diss«rtaticm«    l)r»  L*  M»  Brist<d  oi^ 
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CHAPTER  I 

THE  BEGINNINGS  OF  HIQHSR  EDUCATION  IN  FLORIDA 

Kie  United  States  Senate  ratified  the  purchase  of  Florida  trca. 
Spain  on  February  19th,  1821.    Howerer,  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Spanish  Governors  of  the  two  Floridas  had  to  await  instructions 
frcan  the  Claptain-General  aid  the  Intendent  of  Qvbak,  the  government 
ronained  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  until  July,  1821.    On  July 
10th,  1821,  East  Florida  was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  and 
(me  week  later  a  similar  transfer  was  made  of  West  Florid*. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  appointed  as  the  first  Governor  of  Florida 
under  American  rule.    Under  Jackson's  ccxmoissioQ,  he  was  given  all 
the  authority  of  the  Captain-General  and  Intendent  of  Cuba  and  of 
the  Governors  of  East  and  West  Florida,  except  that  he  could  neither 
lay  nor  collect  new  or  additional  taxes,  or  grant  or  confirm  to  any 
person  any  titles  car  claims  to  lands.    Thus  Jackson  was  by  virtiM 
of  this  authority  a  military  rather  than  a  civil  governor.    He  had 
the  right  to  issue  decrees  or  ordinances  which  had  ttie  force  of 
law.    Among  his  ordinances  were  the  creation  of  Escaiabia  and  St. 
Johns  Counties,  ordinances  authorizing  mayors  of  the  towns  to  enforce 
dbservance  of  the  Sabbath,  t^e  placing  of  restrictions  on  liquor 
selling,  and  the  regulating  of  the  practice  of  medicine. 

Jackson  '^nly  remained  in  florida  until  0ct(A>er  8th,  1821.  He 
left  in  diarge  of  the  goverranent  his  two  secretaries,  George  Walton 
for  *est  Flarida,  and  W.  G.  D.  Worthington  for  East  Florida.  These 
men  exercised  the  functions  of  government  (each  in  his  paxi;  of 
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norida)  until  June,  1822,  when  William  P.  Duval,  who  had  been 
appointed  Governor  of  KLorida,  took  office.    Under  Governor  Duval 
a  civil  government  was  established. 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  a4>proved  by  President  James  Monroe  on 
nreh  30th,  1822,  sll  the  "Territory  ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United 
States,  known  by  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida,  was  organized 
into  a  territory  of  the  United  States  xuider  the  name  of  Florida," 
The  following  year  Congress  passed  an  "Act  to  amend  'an  act  for 
the  establistaaaat  of  a  territorial  government  in  Plorid». 

The  amaided  act  provided  for  a  Governor  and  a  Legislative 
Council  consisting  of  "thirteen  ,  .  .  fit  and  discreet  persons  of 
the  Territory,"  all  of  whom,  together  with  a  Secretary  and  a  dele- 
gate to  Congress,  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  President*    The  Gover- 
nor was  to  hold  office  for  three  years  and  was  to  reside  in  Florida, 
which  he  was,  in  rK>  case,  to  leave  "wittiout  permission  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States."    The  menbers  of  the  Council  were  to  be 
chosen  annually  "from  amcxi^  citisens  of  the  United  States  or  inhabi- 
tants of  toe  Territory,"  in  which  they  laast  have  resided  for  at 
least  six  months  prior  to  appointment.    The  Secretary  was  to  hold 
office  for  four  years  and  was  to  exereise  the  power  of  the  Governor 
in  case  of  the  latter' s  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  necessary 
absence*    The  Council  was  to  hold  a  session  once  each  year  in  St* 
AUf^stin*  or  in  some  oiher  place  selected  by  the  Governor  and  its 
members*    These  meetings  were  to  begin  on  the  first  Ibxudaj  in  Hay 


3  U.  S.  Stat*,  6^ 
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and  were  to  last  not  longer  than  four  weeks.    For  the  transaction 
of  business,  nine  manbers  of  the  Coundl  were  to  constitute  a 
quorunu   Any  action  taken  by  the  Council  could  be  vetoed  by  the 
Governor,    The  veto  could,  however,  be  overridden  by  a  two-thirds 
vote2^ HI  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  had  to  be  reported  an- 
nually before  December  1st  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

who  was  to  transit  Um«  to  Congress,    The  latter  body  could  annul 

Z 

■easure  passed  by  the  Council* 


A  Congressional  Act  was  approved  on  March  3xxl,  1823,  by  which 
the  Territory  was  given  the  right  to  elect  its  delegate  to  Con- 
gress.^  In  January,  1827,  the  Governor  approved  "Regulations 
governing  election  of  Legislative  Council,"  permission  for  whi^ 
had  been  given  by  Congress  on  Hay  15th,  1826.^   In  I83U  the  meobeap- 
ship  of  the  Council  was  increased  to  twenty^ix,  and  in  I838  thi» 
body  was  divided  into  two  ttouses. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  National  Government  had  close  super- 
vision of  tlie  Territory,  at  least  theoretically.    From  time  to  time 
the  Governor  was  required  to  report  to  «ie  President  on  the  "customs, 
habits,  and  dispositions  of  tiie  inhabitants"  under  his  jurisdiction.^ 

EvOTy  six  months  the  Secretary  had  to  submit  copies  of  the  executive 

6 

"proceedings"  of  the  Governcac'. 

^  Acts  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  182U-25,  PP»  311-313. 

^  Ibid.,  p.  317. 

^  Ibid.,  1826-27,  pp.  86-92. 

^  Ibid.,  l82i*-2$,  p.  311. 
^  Ibid. 


The  first  Legislative  Coiincll  met  in  Pensacola  in  the  sOTraer 
of  1822.    The  second  <me  met  a  year  later  in  St,  Augustine.  Early 
in  the  second  session  the  Council  authorized  Governor  Duval  to  n«Mi 
two  coranissionera  to  select  a  site  for  a  permanent  capital.  J<*n 
Lm  liniaras  of  Pensacola  and  William  lU  Simmons  of  St.  Augustine 
w&re  chosen  as  ccxnadssioners  to  select  a  capital  site,  and  their 
choice  ms  restricted  to  the  area  between  the  Suwannee  and  Ocklock- 
nee  rivers.    Their  survey  ended  Noveratoer  23rd,  1823,  with  a  decisiai 
in  favor  of  the  old  Tallahassee  Indian  fields.    On  March  k^,  182U, 
Governor  Doval  made  his  proclamation  stating  that  the  site  chosen 
wwild  be  the  future  capital  of  Florida. 

The  choosing  of  a  permanent  capital  site  and  the  appropriation 
wmAe  by  Congress  fOT  a  road  to  connect  St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola 
did  much  for  the  develo{»nent  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  state. 
Mk^  settlers  began  to  imigrate  to  the  Territory,  a  nunfljer  of 
towns  had  their  beginning,  and  a  boom  began  that  was  not  to  end 
for  ten  years.    The  population  of  flcrida,  exclusive  of  Indians,  in- 
ereased  from  an  estimated  naniber  of  6,CX»  in  1821  to  30,73$  in  l830«y 

Along  with  Florida's  growth  in  population  went  cultiiral  aial 
moral  growth.    W.  Hassell  Hunt   in  Pensacola  and  William  Wilson  in 
Tallahassee  had  establiabed  circulating  libraries  before  1830«  and 
there  vere  book  stores  in  both  of  these  towns.    Florida's  first 
newspaper  after  Aioerican  rule  began  was  the  tT.orida  Gazette  of  St. 
Augiistine,  whose  first  number  appeared  July  liith,  1821.    In  Pensa?- 
cda,  the  Floridian  was  first  published  August  l8th,  1821.  There 
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WHre  a  half  doaen  nenrspapere  in  the  Territory  by  1830*    The  only 
organized  religion  in  Florida  at  the  time  it  becaae  a  territory  was 
the  Roman  Gatholio  Clrarch.    However,  before  the  end  of  1821  other 
religious  dencsninations  were  holding  public  warship  services.  By 
1830  Ij^iscopalians  and  Presbyterians  had  becorae  very  active  in  the 
more  settled  portitxis  of  the  Territory,  while  the  Baptists  probably 
vsore  more  numerous  in  the  regiois  away  from  the  population  centers* 

There  was  not  a  single  public  school  established  in  Florida 
during  the  first  decade  of  American  rule,  but  numerous  private 
schools  were  socai  in  operation.    The  first  of  these  was  probably 
opened  by  Ifenry  Hill  in  Pensacda,  who  on  September  5th,  1821,  ad- 
vertised that  he  was  ready  to  teach  reading,  writing,  graianar, 
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arithmetic  and  bookkeeping.     Other  teachers  followed  Hill  and 
soon  those  nho  could  afford  it  were  able  to  secure  for  their  chil- 
dren instruction  in  such  subjects  as  French,  Latin,  Greek,  Spanidbi, 
higher  matihematics  and  various  scientific  fields*    In  Pensacola 
the  diildren  of  the  poor  received  some  secular  instructicm  in  a 
^inday  School^  iriilch  «as  ajpfiarm^  ori^issd  partly  for  this  pur- 
pose* 

St*  Augustine  probably  had  private  schools  as  early  as  Pensa- 
cola  bad  them,  but  less  is  known  about  the  history  of  educatian  in 
that  town*    In  1821*,  a  Mr*  Howe  established  a  classical  school  in 
Florida's  oldest  city,  and  the  next  year  Reverend  Timothy  IfcCarthy 
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Pensacola  Floridian,  September  15,  1821» 
*  Ibid.,  May  10,  1823. 


started  what  he  called  a  "Classical  and  Philoso^ical  Seminary," 
St.  Augustine  probably  had  the  first  exclusive  zirla'  school  in 
Florida.    One  which  may  never  loave  opened  was  planned  in  December, 
1825,  by  Mrs.  Peny,  of  Fayetteviaie,  North  Carolina,  and  a  year 
later  a  lirs.  Alexander  was  organizing  a  glrls»  school  in  the  "an- 
cient city."    That  there  was  much  educational  interest  in  St. 
Augustine  at  this  period  is  evidenced  by  a  statenent  in  the  St. 
Augustine  Gazette  of  February  5th,  1828,  to  the  effect  that  in 
that  city  there  were  "good  schools." 

Tallahassee  in  1829  had  two  private  schools  and  an  ac«teisQr« 
according  to  a  statement  in  the  H-oridian  and  Advocate  of  S«pt«»- 
ber  28th.   The  private  schools  irare  boarding  schools  for  young 
ladies,  and  the  principals  were  Thomas  Kaston  Randolph  and  Jam 
Gray.    The  acadai^  was  the  Leon  Acadeny,  said  to  have  been  for 
naay  years  the  chief  educationaL  institution  of  Florida.    It  is  not 
known  definitely  when  this  acadeay  had  its  beginning.    It  was  in 
operation  as  early  as  March,  1827,  and  it  may  have  been  opened  the 

year  before.  •  j 

Other  academies  opened  in  the  Territory  during  this  period 
mnt    Bona  Vista  Acadeny  mi  St.  Andrews  Bay,  establirfied  some 
tlJBe  In  1827}  Wetoville  Academy  in  Viebbville,  Jackson  County, 
February  27tli,  l827j  and  the  Key  West  Academy,  vrtiich  probably 
opeoed  early  in  1829.    These  academics  were  governed  by  boards  of 
trustees,  and  their  courses  of  studies  were  somewhat  similar  to 
those  of  modern  mij^  graded  and  hi^  schools,  altiiough  thai*  was 


considerably  less  erq;>hasis  placed  <m  the  sciences  and  more  on  the 


languages  than  is  the  case  today. 

Tiro  private  colleges  were  incorporated  by  the  Legislative 
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Council*  the  Pensacola  College  in  iSjli^   and  the  Southern  Ccdlege 

of  St,  Augustine  in  1837^^ 

The  announcement  of  the  opening  of  Sou  them  College  of  5t# 

Augustine  ran  as  f^Llonss 

THE  SOOTHERN  COLLBOE  OP  ST«  AOGUSTIIiE  '  ' 

The  COTmittee  appointed  by  tJtie  Trustees  of  the 
Southern  College  of  St.  Augustine  to  organize  the  Col- 
lege Scdiool,  v/ould  inform  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
and  of  this  Territory,  and  the  public  generally,  that 
the  liberal  subscriptions  of  our  citizens  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  College  Sciiool,  vlll  enable  the  com- 
mlttee  to  open  it  for  the  receptitMi  of  pupils  on  "niursday 
the  first  day  of  February,  in  the  new  and  capacious 
building  of  Mr.  Garraras  on  George  Street  in  the  nwth 
part  of  the  City. 
.  ,    \.       The  Conanittee  have  appointed  the  Reverend  -D.  L» 

Rroudfit,  a  GMutuate  of  Unicm  College,  principal  of  the 
Colleco  School,  and  feel  confident  tliat  he  wLU.  give 
satisfaction. 

Tejrras  of  Tuition 

£ngli8h  department.  Orthography  and  reading,  per  quar- 
ter ••  0^3*00 

Reading,  writing  and  rudiments  of  Arithmetic, 

C^aomiar  and  gei^aphy   U*00 

Reading,  writing,  grammar,  geography,  arithmetic, 

elocution  and  other  Engli^  studies  ....  5*00 

Classical  Department,  the  Latin  and  Greek  class.  8.^ 

The  classics  with  Algebra,  geometry,  surveying, 
and  other  higher  branches  of  Bathcmatics, 
and  the  natural  sciences  of  chemistry,  op- 
tics, astronomy,  etc.  10.00 


Acts  of  the  Territory  of  florida,  183U,  Chap.  77U,  pp» 
57-58.  ^ 
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Ibid.,  1837,  No.  29,  pp.  36-37.    Florida  Southern  College 
of  Lakeland,  Florida,  a  Methodist  institution,  has  no  connection 
with  this  school. 
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Persons  who  have  cr  may  hereafter  subscribe  f  or  the  sup- 
port of  the  Gollege  School  and  who  place  their  children 
in  it,  will  be  credited  with  the  amount  paid  on  their 
subscriptiais,  in  payment  of  tuition  at  the  established 
rates* 

JOSEPH  S.  SAliCHEZ 

FRWfCIS  GOE  Committee  of  Trustees,  etc. 

PETER  SSM  aflTH 
Feb.  17,  1838.11 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  next  year  Professor  William  H. 

Shadgett,  President  of  Woodland  College,  Diatrict  of  (iiebec,  Canada, 

took  charge  of  the  College.    ProTisiais  were  th«i  made  for  boarding 
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students  in  private  homes. 

It  can  be  gathered  fJrom  a  perusal  of  the  course  of  study  that 
the  institution  was  not  really  a  college,  but  an  elementary  aiKi 
••oondary  school.    It  is  notable  that  throughout  the  territorial 
period  the  terms  "college,"  "seminary,"  "academy,"  and  "institute" 
were  used  interchangeably. 

In  keeping  with  the  close  supersdsico  that  the  National  Gorr- 

emment  kept  over  the  Territorial  Government,  which  has  already 

been  referred  to,  the  National  Government  retained  all  control  of 
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public  lands  in  the  Territory.       A  CcHigressi<»al  Act  approved  on 
14arch  3rd,  1823,  had,  however,  3reserved  two  entire  townships,  known 
as  Seminary  Lands,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  maintenance  of 

4 

two  institutitms  of  higher  learning.    Section  eleven  of  this  act 
read  as  follows! 

And  be  it  ftirther  enacted,  that  an  entire  township 

11 

Florida  Watchman  (Tallahassee),  ^ril  21,  1938. 
^  Florida  Herald  (St.  Augustine),  May  5»  1838. 
Rerick,  Memoirs  oT  Florida,  I,  p.  1U7» 
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in  eadi  of  the  districts  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
shall  be  reserved  froa  sale,  for  the  use  of  a  semi- 
nary of  leamiiig,  to  be  located  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.^ 

Foot  years  later  Congress  passed  "An  Act  to  provide  for  l^e 
location  of  the  two  to»m*ips  of  land  resnrred  far  a  soalsary  of 
learning  in  the  Territory  of  Florida."    This  la»  «as  signed  by 
Rresident  Adams  on  January  29th,  1827.    Section  I  of  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  lands  donated  for  the  benefit  of  East  Florida 

shall  be  located  east  of  the  Apalachicola  River,  and 
Bay  be  located  in  sections  corresponding  with  any  of 
the  legal  divisions  into  which  the  public  lands  are 
autJioriaed  to  be  surveyed,  so  as  not  to  interfere        2$  - 
with  jarivate  land  claims,  or  the  rights  of  preenption. 

Section  II  conferred  upon  the  Governor  and  the  Legislative 

Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  the  power  to  take  poBsession 

of  the  lands  granted  for  "schools,"  and 

for  a  seminary  of  learning,  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
direct}  and  they  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  for  the 
preservation  of  said  lands  fron  intrusion  and  trespass 
until  Florida  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Uniai  as  a 
State* 

C.  L«  Oran,  in  ^tie  East  Florida  Seminary  While  lii  Ocala,  com- 
ments on  the  Act! 

The  repeated  use  of  the  singular  "seminary"  in 
Secti(»i  2  •  •  •  causes  surprise,  but  s^parently  naa 
not  meant  to  forbid  the  division  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  lands  in  question  between  the  two  proposed  educa- 
tional institutions.    Equally  or  even  more  surprising 
is  that  the  Apalachicola  River  was  made  the  boundary 
valine  between  East  and  diest  Florida.    Inasouch,  however, 
as  the  eastern  section  of  Florida  had  at  the  time  both 
actually  and  relatively,  a  very  scant  populating,  this 


^  3  U.  S.  Stat.,  7$6. 
^  ii  U.  S.  Stat.,  201. 


line  of  donarcation  may  have  been  equitably  detOTained. 
In  fUtiire  years  the  question  vould  probably  arise,  how- 
ever, irtiether  by  a  strict  interpretation  of  the  act 
East  Florida  with  its  later  boundary  set  at  the  Suirannee 
River  was  not  entitled  to  one  half  of  the  proceeds  de- 
rived from  the  lands  lying  between  the  two  rivers.-''" 

In  the  meantiiae  tne  Legislative  Council  of  l9Sh  discussed  the 

advisability  of  founding  a  state  university,  although  no  iarodiate 

steps  were  taken  to  carry  out  the  pi*<K>08al*    In  a  memorial  of  th« 

Legislative  Council  to  Congress  on  December  28th,  1S2U,  this 

statwent  is  found  i 

In  thus  pointing  towards  objects  of  public  useful- 
ness, we  would  not  omit  that  of  educaticm,  the  endowmait 
of  a  Territorial  university  is  in  the  power  of  Congress, 
and  your  MBcriallats  have  to  ask,  that  one  or  more 
toimAips  of  the  public  lands  in  this  Territory  b« 
granted  for  this  purpose,  to  be  located  in  the  middle 
district  under  the  direction  of  the  Governor  and  the 
Legislative  Council." 

Twelve  years  later,  in  I836,  a  university  was  again  proposed  and 

fourteen  persons  wotc  named  as  trustees,  in  the  Act  of  Congre— 
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irtilch  authorised  the  sale  of  lands  for  its  support.       The  act 
ia*ovided  that  any  portion  of  the  two  townships  not  exceeding  <»ie- 
hi^l  f  the  total  might  be  sold  and  such  part  of  the  proceeds  arising 
ffom  the  sale,  as  might  be  deemed  sufficient,  was  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  erection  of  "conmodious  and  durable  buildings"  for  the 
University  of  Florida,  as  well  as  for  the  purchase  of  apparatus, 
and  other  things  suitaible  for  the  university.    The  sum  remaining 


East  Florida  Seminary  While  in  Ocala,  p.  10. 

Acts  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  182U,  p.  309. 

F^yj-^  HoTise  Journal,  Adjourned  Session,  18U5,  Appendix, 
Ueport  on  Seotinary  Lands,  p.  37* 


JUS  to  be  invested  in  some  productive  fund,  the  proceeds  of  i*xich 
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mre  forever  to  be  devoted  to  the  university. 

the  Conmittee  on  Schools  and  Colleges  of  the  Legislatlye  Coua- 

dl  of  1837  discouraged  this  plan  with  the  following  report! 

That  by  an  Act  of  Congress,  passed  March  3rd, 
1823,  an  entire  towaship  oi  laud,  in  each  district  of 
East  and  V/est  F.  was  to  be  reserved  frcmi  sale,  for 
tiie  use  of  S«Binary  /iic7  of  Learning;  by  an  Act  passed 
January  29,  1827,  it  was  required  tiiat  the  lands  thus 
imivacl  should  be  located  in  sectiais—the  one  toan- 
ship  East,  the  other  West  of  the  Apalachicola  River. 
These  lands  have  accordingly  been  located  with  nuch 
^dgpent  and  are  b«iieved  to  be  worth  at  this  time  not 
less  than  :i,;25o,000;  a  fund,  amply  sufficient  if  care- 
ftaiy  husbanded,  to  accOT9)lish  the  benevolent  designs 
of  Congress.  " 

At  the  last  seesiai  of  G<»igress,  a  law  was  passed 
authoriaing  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  "to 
sell  and  convey  in  fee  sixaple  for  the  benefit  of  the 
University  of  Florida,  of  which  Josejdi  M.  mte,  R.  K. 
Call,  Thomas  Randall,  John  G.  Gamble,  Thomas  Estoo  l^an- 
dolph,  Louis  Goldsboraugh,  Ben  Chaires,  Turbutt  R. 
Belt<m,  F.  Eppes,  E.  Lockerman,  Fitch  W.  Taylor,  J. 
Loring  Aoant,  Ashbel  Steel,  and  J.  Edwin  Stewart,  ars 
Trustees,  any  part  not  exceeding;  one-half  of  the  two 
townships  of  land,  heretofore  reserved  and  appropriated 
by  Congress  for  the  establiahmaat  and  support  of  a 
Sendnary  of  Learning  in  the  Territory  of  KLorida. 

Ho  such  university  exists,  or  has  ever  existed, 
in  tliis  territory.    It  may,  therefore,  be  a  question  of 
doubtful  solution,  ndiether  the  Governor  and  Council  can, 
rightfully,  execute  the  power  contained  in  the  act. 
^e  power  created  is  to  sell  for  a  particular  purpo», 
for  the  benefit  of  a  university,  that  has  no  being.  It 
can   admit  of  no  doubt,  however,  that,  if  the  Council 
adopt  measures  to  carry  ttie  act  of  Cwigress,  into  ef- 
fect, tlwy  must  correspomi  with  the  restrictions  and 
Uaitations  contained  in  the  actj  and  the  proceeds  of 
toe  sale  of  the  lands  must  be  apportioned  to  the  bene- 
fit of  a  University,  of  which  the  persons  named  in  the 
Act  are  Trustees.    If  therefore  the  lands  are  sold 
under  the  power  contained  in  the  Act,  the  Council  must 
incorporate  a  university,  and  mist  make  the  gentleaien 
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named  in  the  Act  Trustees  of  that  xiniversity.    It  ia  to 
tiiia  eoctent  that  the  Council  is  ah«ckellad  /sic7  in  its 
l^islation  on  this  subject,  and  made  the  mere  eclio  of 
the  voice  of  Gcmgress*    Your  ccBmittee  cannot  reooraaend 
ttie  adoption  of  aity  measure  to  carry  that  act  into  ef- 
fect. 

The  memorialists  are  trustees  named  in  the  Act  of 
Coogressj  they  pray  tJiat  the/  may  be  incorporated  by 
the  name  and  style  of  U>e  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  I'lorida.    If  their  prayer  ie  granted,  they  are 
constituted,  or  at  least  recognized,  by  the  Act  of  Cov- 
gress,  so  often  referred  to,  trustees  of  the  Univerait^^^ 
It  nay  be  doubtful  whether  there  be  any  discretiaa  left 
in  the  Gouncil  to  a^jpoint  Tmstees  other  than  the  ones 
nansd*    It  appears  to  your  Oonnittee  that  in  a  matter  of 
ao  snch  importance  and  general  interest  to  the  ^rtiole  com- 
munity, as  ttie  establistasent  of  a  University  in  the  ter- 
ritory, and  its  KidowBKit  with  public  funds,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  should  have  been  left  free  and 
untranmeLled  in  the  selection  of  its  trustees.  ^ 

The  meaorialists  state  "tlioy  have  formed  theaaeilvee 
into  a  voluntary  association,  the  usual  course  in  giving 
origin  to  a  new  institution,"  etc.,  with  a  view  to  ac- 
celerate the  establishmtsit  of  the  University.    There  »ay 
be  BBich  merit  in  thisj  but  your  c«»nittee  cannot  discorw 
the  urgent  necessity  for  the  establishment  of  a  ^lendid 
saninary  of  learning  in  this  territory  vdth  an  imraonse 
endowaent,  many  professors  and  few  pupils.    This  country 
is  but  yet  in  its  infancy.    Its  geography,  and  its 
sources  of  wealtli  are  but  little  known.    Locate  tJie  Uni- 
versity now  and,  in  a  few  years,  ii^en  a  dense  population 
shall  overspread  ttie  peninsula,  the  country  may  have 
cause  to  regret  the  location.    Your  Goianittee,  tlierefore, 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  Resolutions: 

RESOLVED,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  any  meas- 
ure to  carry  into  effect  an  Act  of  G<Migress,  passed  at 
its  last  session,  authorizixig  the  Governor  and  Council 
to  sell  the  lands  reserved  f  (a*  a  Seoinary  of  Learning 
in  Florida* 

RESOLVES),  that  the  pr^er  of  the  memOTialists 
ought  not  be  granted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
W.  M,  Marvin, 

Chairman^ 

The  Ccxaraittee  on  Schools  and  Colleges  was  undoubtedly  using 
rare  foresight  lAien  it  brought  in  an  iinfavorable  report  on  the 


^         2£  ^  Territory  of  Florida,  1837,  pp.  37-39. 


question  of  establishing  a  university.   While  it  is  extzw»ly  doubts 
fol  if  the  sale  of  "any  portion  of  the  two  toimships  not  exceeding 
one  half  the  total"  would  have  created  "a  splendid  seminary  of 
learning  In  this  t^ritory  with  an  iiwanse  mtdmrnaat,  Mcy  profes- 
sors .  •        it  is  quite  eyid«fit  that  there  would  have  been  "few 
pupils,"    The  total  population  of  Florida  in  1830  had  been  oily 
30,73$,  and  one  year  after  this  report  (1838)  there  were  only 
?3,263  whites  in  the  Territory.    Since  Uiere  were  few  cociaan 
schools  to  act  as  feeders  to  a  university,  the  possibility  of  de- 
▼electing  a  university  at  this  stage  of  the  Territory's  history 
was  practically  nil. 

It  would  be  many  years  before  the  Territory  could  hope  to 
hsve  eoou^  mature  students  for  an  instltutiai  of  higher  learning* 
In  the  meantime,  tiie  coiaaon  schools  wauld  need  to  be  developed  as 
a  base  for  Florida's  educatioiuiL  systeo* 

About  the  same  time  there  was  another  soanewhat  iixiq;>endCTt 
move  to  set  up  an  instituticvi  of  learning  in  the  State.  Beginning 
in  1836  soon  after  the  Dade  massacre,  an  effort  was  loade  to  estab- 
lish ttie  Dade  Institute.    It  was  intended  to  iioncn:  the  memory  of 
those  vho  fell  in  the  Seminole  uiar,  which  was  then  in  progress, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  provide  f^ee  education  for  the  children 
of  the  war  dead  and  for  other  students.    The  Florida  Territorial 
Council  approved  tiie  proposed  movement  and  in  1&38  meaorialised 
CoBgrsss  for  the  grant  of  a  toam^ip  of  land  to  aid  in  establish- 


Ik 


lug  the  institution.*^  The  comraittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  reported  favorably  <ai  liarch  2nd, 
1839»  as  follows: 

lour  consnlttee  beg  /sic/  leave  further  to  report, 
tliat  the  Legislative  GouncIT  of  Florida  has  incorporated 
the  Dada  InsUtute|  and  all  toe  necessary  preliminary 
steps  have  been  takoa  which,  as  a  territory,  she  is  em- 
poMired  mA.  p«mitted  to  take* 

She  has  appointed  a  large  and  highly  respectable 
body  of  trustees,  citizens  of  the  Territory  and  of  the 
several  States,  (the  generals  of  the  regular  arny,  and 
the  generals  of  the  volunteers  of  the  several  States, 
yfiio  have  served  in  Florida,  being  trustees,)  to  carry 
out  this  hig^y  useful  and  philanthropic  effort.  And 
her  Legislative  Council,  by  their  act,  have  also  de- 
clared that  they  will  sustain  this  measure,  by  erecting 
an  institution  of  learning  to  the  Hjemory  of  the  dead 
around  said  tcobi  believing  that  education  in  a  repiblic 
is  altogether  esscnUal,  and  Uiat  the  combining  of  edu- 
cation with  the  honorin,  of  the  dead  wiU  give  an  ijnpulse 
to  and  increase  educatiMi  junong  all  classes. 

The  memorialists  sUte,  that  thjs  is  therefore 
prayed,  not  only  for  the  properOy  honortng  of  ti^f  braye  _ 
dead,  but  also  for  the  universally  educating  of  the  rl»- 
ing  generation  in  Florida. 

The  irayer  of  the  said  memorialists  further  urges 
that  this  effort,  of  educating  the  living  by  honartag 
the  dead,  has  been  for  tiiree  successive  years  TOcmly 
espoused  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  fltadda,  in  their 
endeavor  to  found  the  Dade  Institute  of  florida,  whereby 
the  whole  yeomanry  of  the  country  might  be  educated;  but 
as  yet,  this  desirable  object  has  been  prevented  by  the 
insurrection  of  the  Seminole  Indiana,  and  which  inaur- 
rection  yet  causes  d^ay.  ,  . 

To  accon5)lish  this  useful  and  interesting  object, 
the  memoriaJ-ists  pray  a  grant  of  a  town^ip  of  land,  to 
enable  the  trustees  of  the  Dade  Institute  to  erect  aald 
tomb  over  the  brave  dead,  in  the  land  wliere  they  fought, 
on  the         i*iere  they  fell}  and  also  for  the  puipose  of 
erecting  an  institution  of  leaniing  thereon.** 

^  Ibid.,  1838,  Preamble  and  Rescautiois,  No.  21,  p.  83. 
^  i^^eports  of  Committees,  25th  Cong.,  3rd  Sess.  Vol.  2,  I838- 
39,  House  PT^Aic  Lands  Committee  Report  No.  321,  pp.  1-2. 


T*  Frederick  Davis  asserts  that  about  this  time 

a  publicity  caapalgn  iras  Xaanched  In  the  North  by  J.  A* 
L*  Norman,  who  had  been  named  jcnresldent  for  life*  A 
maber  of  influential  neirepapers  of  the  country  sp<»>- 
sored  the  mov&nent  and  aroused  considerable  national 
Interest.    The  scope  of  the  proposed  institution  ins 
now  enlarged  aixi  incltided  a  national  museum  for  the 
reception  of  memorials  of  all  kinds,  the  whole  referred 
to  as  a  combination  of  "VMteinster  Abbey  and  l!!/e8tmin- 
stor  School."^ 

The  House  in  18U0  c^proved  the  Florida  resolution  for  a  ton>* 

shipj  but  the  Senate  tabled  it.    So  the  "Westminster  of  ibnerica* 

r«aalned  jtist  a  dream,  dierlshed  for  a  few  years*    Governor  Reld 

spoke  of  it  iiaxs  three  years  latert 

It  is  not  Intended  to  deny  good  intentlcBis  and 
good  feelings  to  its  founder  aiKl  those  who  support 
him,  but  no  one  can  read  the  statute  without  perceive 
ing  how  extravagant  and  utterly  inqsractical  are  its 
provisions.*** 

Again  nothing  came  of  this  second  abortive  atten$)t  to  set  up 
a  university*    Neither  the  economic  condition  of  the  Territory 
(which  was  worsened  by  the  Panic  of  1837),  nor  the  pcqjulatlon  could 
justify  such  an  expensive  undertaking  as  these  two  proposed  schools. 
The  leading  dtlsens  of  the  Territory  probably  knew  that  there  was 
little  inBnedlate  possibility  of  establishing  an  institution  of  high- 
er learning  in  the  Territory,  but  they  kept  alive  the  aobitiai  which 
th^  hoped  to  see  fulfilled  one  day.    This  is  shown  in  the  many  ac* 
ticaxs  taken  at  their  deliberative  asseoiblles.    vAien  they  met  at  St. 
Joseph  in  December,  I838,  and  January,  I839,  to  draw  up  a  stattt 


23 

Florida  Events  of  History,  p.  25» 

Florida  Senate  Journal,  l8ul.  Message  of  the  Governor,  p.  15. 


16 


constitution  that  would  meet  the  approval  of  Congress  for  ttie  ad- 
mission of  ELorida  to  the  Union,  they  put  this  yearning  for  a  state 
instituUon  of  higher  learning  into  irords  and  incorporated  it  in 
the  Coostituticm.   Article  X,  Secticm  I,  saysj 

The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been,  car  may 
hereafter  be  granted  by  the  United  States,  for  the  use 
of  schools  and  a  seminary  or  serainaries  of  learnixig, 
shall  be  and  ranain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  interest  of 
which  togetiier  with  all  nicmeys  derived  firom  any  other 
source  applicaOile  to  the  sarae  object,  shall  be  inviola- 
bly a^jpropriated  to  the  use  of  schools  and  sminaries 
of  learning  respectively,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

Secticm  2  of  the  article  provides  for  the  care  of  the  Seminary 

and  Ccnoion  School  lands  t  .  ^ 

The  General  Assenbly  shall  take  such  measures  as 
Hiay  be  necessary  to  preserve  troa.  waste  or  damage  all 
land  so  granted  and  i^ropriated  to  the  purposes  of 
education.^ 

Six  years  later,  in  18U$,  Flca-ida  became  a  state.  An  Act  of 
Ktroh  3rd,  18U5,  supplemental  to  the  act  of  the  sasse  date  for  the 
admission  of  Florida  and  Iowa  into  the  Union  made  it  mandatory 

that  ;  '  . 

In  consideration  of  the  concessions  made  by  the  State 
of  Florida  in  reject  to  public  lands  there  be  granted 
to  the  said  State  ...  two  entire  townships  of  land, 
in  addition  to  the  two  townships  already  reserved, 
/BSfjUk  acres  in  all/,  for  the  use  of  the  two  saninaries 
of  learning— one  to''be  located  east  and  the  other  west 
of  tae  Suwannee  River;  also,  five  per  centum  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  lands  within  said  State,  which 
shall  hereafter  be  sold  by  Ck>ngress,  after  deducting 
all  expenses  incidental  to  the  same;  and  lAiidi  said  net 
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Lkwb  of  Florida,  18U5,  p.  19. 
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proceeds  shall  be  amoLied  by  said  State  far  the  pur- 
poses of  educati<Mi«^ 

Almost  em-y  session  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought 
f<aiii  nmi  Isra  in  regard  to  the  selection,  preservation  and  sal* 
of  Seminary  and  School  Lands  and  the  proper  handling  of  the  fund* 
derived  from  thes.    Inportant  legislative  acts  irere  passed  iB 
1837,  18U2,  aid  l8b3  in  regard  to  the  preservation  and  leasing  of 
the  seminary  lands.^''   The  lair  of  181*3  provided  for  the  appoint- 
Bent  of  five  trustees  by  the  governor,  ^ose  duty  it  should  be  to 
protect  the  seminary  lands  from  irajste  and  intrusion,  to  lease 
sudh  lands,  collect  money  due,  and  lend  out  the  income  arising 
tJierefrom  on  good  securities  at  eight  per  cent  per  anmm.    The  law 
provided  also  for  the  recovery  of  back  accounts  and  punishment  of 
wilful  offenders.^® 

In  18U$,  after  the  two  additional  townships,  {spprariinately 
li6,0(X)  aar«0,  had  been  granted  by  the  United  States  to  Florida, 
18,000  acres  of  the  older  grant  still  remained  to  be  selected. 
George  B.  ftdrbanks  and  Charles  Russell,  who  were  chairmen  of  the 
Saiate  and  House  Caanittees,  respectively,  came  forward  with  ft 
plan  which,  if  approved  by  Congress,  would  allow  the  State  to 
realize  from  seventy-five  cents  to  two  dollars  and  a  half  per 
acre.^   The  Legislature  instructed  the  Florida  members  of  Con- 

^  5  U.  S.  Stat.,  788. 

Cochran,  Public  School  Education  in  Florida,  pp,  152-3. 

Acts  of  ti£  Territory  of  Florida,  181;3#  PP«  36-37. 
^  iierick,        cit.,  I,  pp.  220-221. 
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gress,  on  July  23rd,  18U!5>  "to  urge  passage  of  a  law  authorlalJig 
the  State  of  ilcricU  to  select  Lands  ifliether  offered  for  sale  op 


TuD  days  later,  on  July  25th,  18U$,  a  L^iaLative  Act  was 

signed  by  the  Qcrremar,  Sectiai  1  of  which  reada^  In  parti 

,  ,  ,  to  employ  and  contract  with  a  fit  axtd  suitahls 
person  to  act  as  agent  of  the  State  to  locate  sudx 
portion  of  the  Four  Tcwnships  of  land  heretofore 
granted  by  Congress  for  Seminaries  of  Learning  in 
this  State  as  have  not  heretofore  been  located* 

Section  2  of  the  Act  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Governor 

to  take  proper  steps  to  obtain  £rom  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  the  money  to  wliich  this  State  is 
entitled  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
approved  twenty-third  of  June,  I836,  entitled  "an 
act  to  r^ulate  the  deposits  of  the  public  money," 

Section  3  states  that  the  "laoney  mentioned  in  the  second  section 

of  this  act  shall  be  and  is  hereby  forever  airi  inviolably  pledged 

to  purposes  of  Edticatioi  in  this  State."    The  General  Assembly  was 

pexnitted,  however,  to  have  the  entire  c«itarol  and  managetMnt  of 

31 

any  and  all  moneys  arising  from  the  provisiaas  of  the  above  act* 

On  December  20to,  181^5*  GovOTnor  Moseley  gave  approval  to  »  ^ 
resoluti(»i  passed  by  the  Legislature  aidcing  Congress  for  psroiaildoa 
to  relinqui^  those  lands  in  the  township  west  of  the  ApalachicoLa 
River  Kiiich  were  not  worth  retaining  and  to  select  others  instead.'^* 
The  6ffiee  of  the  Register  of  PtOalic  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florid* 


not* 
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Laws  of  Florida,  I81i5»  ResoluUon  No.  5,  p*  52* 
Ibid*,  Chap*  21,  p*  UO.  -  .  . 

Ibid*,  Adjourned  Session,  18U5>  Resoluticai  No*  3f  P*  IU6. 
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created  by  an  act  of  tiie  Legislature  at  the  Adjourned  Session 

33 

of  iQhSf  «wl  signed  by  the  Governor  on  December  26th  of  tliat  year. 
Section  U  of  this  act  charged  the  Uegister  "with  tiie  duty  of  select- 
ing and  securing  the  various  lands  *ii<Ai  have  been^  or  my  hereafter 
be  granted  to  ilorid*  by  Coigress  ...  for  SsmLnarlM  of  learning." 
Section  5  dealt  with  the  selection*  securii^y  classification  and 
assignment  of  lands.    In  Section  6   the  Register  is  enpcawed  to 
"receive  frroi  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  five  per  cent 
on  sales  of  the  public  laods*  or  any  other  sums  occxniing  from  the 

General  GoveemBMsi,  to  ttte  Seodnary,  Coamon  School,  or  Internal 
3U 

provwoent  Funds."      ^  ;  '  V 

2he  Register  of  Public  Lauds  became  the  successor  of  the  iTua- 
tees  of  Seminary  Lands  by  an  act  approved  on  January  6th,  18U7* 
He  was  placed  "in  charge  of  all  lands  granted  to  tJie  State  for 
Saainaries  of  Learning."    Rrovisiwis  for  the  sale  of  the  prcqperty 
were  also  contained  in  Sections  ^  and  6  of  this  act*   An  act  of 

36 

January  13th,  18U9,  was  designed  to  prevait  trespass  and  daanage. 

Another  Legislative  Act,  signed  by  the  Governor  on  January  23rd, 

1851,  provided  for  the  investmait  of  a  portion  of  the  Seminary  axid 

37 

Ccaanon  Schod  Fund.       The  act  further  stipulated  that  as  soon  as 
buildings  were  erected  for  either  soninary,  one  half  of  the  interest 

^  Ibid.,  Chap.  51,  pp.  133-135. 
^  Ibid. 

^  Ibid..  181t6-U7,  Chan,  93,  pp.  U7-^.  ' 

^  Ibid.,  181+8-149,  Chap.  232,  p.  36. 

Ibid..  1850-51,  Chap.  3ii2,  pp.  10>10U. 


that  had  accrued,  or  that  might  be  received,  from  the  proceeds  of 
Mlea  of  Sesiinary  Lands,  mas  to  be  placed  to  its  credit.    A  Legi»» 
lative  Act,  a^pproved  January  10th,  181^,  made  the  Registor  of 
Public  Lands  ex-offioio  State  i[>uperiutendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion.-^ 

In  looking  at  the  situation  in  Jlorida  in  l8^,  it  can  be 
seen  that  the  State  could  not  reasonably  expect  to  establish  a 
successful  institutioi  of  collegiate  rank.    For  instance,  cm  Janu- 
ary 8th,  18U8,  the  CJoveroor  placed  lais  signature  on  an  act  of  tha 
Legislature  providing  fair  the  enumeration  of  tonnshipa  of  all  boys 

and  girls  between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  irtio  could  (a)  both 
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read  wd  «rite»  (b)  read  but  not  write,  or  (c)  do  neither.  Ac- 
cording to  a  eeimts  made  oibligatoxy  by  this  act  there  were  in 
Florida  in  1651  only  U,756  childr^i  out  of  9,966  five  to  eighteen 

Uo 

years  of  age  irtio  could  read  and  write. 

The  small  number  of  children  who  in  18^  could  read  and  vrite 
is  not  altogether  surprising,  for,  although  during  the  decade  be- 
ginning with  the  year  iSiiO  general  conditicHis  in  Florida  had  greatly 
iJ9>roved,  there  had  been  a  net  increase  of  only  t^  in  the  nun^er 
of  schools  in  existence.    In  1850  the  State,  with  a  total  white 
populatioa  of  about  U7,000,  contained  ten  academies  and  sixtyMiine 
coomon  sdiools.    The  number  of  px;gpils  had,  however,  risen  froa  1,657 

Ibid..  I81i8-U9,  Chap,  229,  p.  25. 
Ibid..  18U7-148,  Chap.  162,  pp.  32-33. 
^  Rerick,  o^*  cit..  I,  p.  221. 
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of  the  former  year  to  3,129  during  the  latter*      There  had  been 
«n  inorease  of  less  than  f ifteoi  per  cent  in  the  number  of  schools, 
but  In  school  attfflfwlanDe,  an  increase  of  nearly  ninety  per  cent* 
However,  it  can  be  easily  Judged  that  even  with  this  growth,  there 
could  hardly  be  much  hcq;>e  of  obtaining  enough  students  £or  an  in- 


stitution  of  higher  learning*  v .  ■  , 

Furthermore,  it  is  known  that  even  as  late  as  1852  only  ^. 
21,213*58  acres  of  the  Seminary  lands  had  been  sold,  of  whioJi 
3,083,95  had  been  disposed  of  shortly  before  for  the  son  of 
I^311*1U*      The  Legislature  mast  have  realised  that  an  instito" 
tion  of  hi^ust  leaning  in  the  state  would  have  little  hope  of  suo- 
oess,  when  on  January  2Uth,  1851,  fifteen  years  after  the  proposal 
to  establish  a  university,  it  instructed  the  f^^rida  taeniHxre  of 


Congress  to  advocate  the  ,      .  ,.: 

passage  of  an  act  cr  resolution,  granting  the  assent 
of  tiie  United  States  to  t^e  j^propriatioa  of  the  pro* 
oeeds  of  such  lands  as  have  been  donated  by  Congress 
to  this  State,  for  a  S^ainary  or  Seminaries  of  Learn* 
ing,  to  the  use  of  the  Coomon  Sc^ools*^ 

While  it  can  be  clearly  seen  that  there  was  little  possibHitgr 


of  establi^ing  in  the  State  a  sucoeesfttl  institution  of  higher 


learning,  nev^theless,  conditions  were  such  and  sufficient  ftmds 


were  on  hand  to  warrant  an  atteapt  to  found  a  seminary  of  primary 


la 

Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendaat  of  Public  InstriKstion, 

189U,  p.nsi:  

i|2 

ilorida  House  Journal,  1852-53,  Appendix,  Report  of  Regis- 
ter, p.  llli. 
U3 

Laws  of  n.orida,  I850-51,  ResduUon  No«  J,  p.  186* 
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and  secondary  learning.    It  could  be  reasonably  expected  that 
the  SUte  grew  in  population  and  wealth,  tliis  institution  could  b* 
improved,  and  extended  into  an  institution  of  collegiate  standing. 
Coogress,  very  wisely,  never  gave  permission  to  Florida  to  appro- 
priate «ie  SanlMry  Ftod  to  the  coranon  schools.    Because  this  fund 
had  been  held  intact,  the  State  was  enabled  to  establish  two  ii»« 
stitutions  of  learning  in  the  18$0'»»  ; 


\ 


CHAPTER  n 


FLORIDA'S  FBiST  STATE  SCHOOLS 
A.   The  Sanlnary  Laor  of  IS^I 

Florida  became  a  state  on  idarch  3rd,  18U5«    As  yet  nothing 
had  been  acconplished  toward  eatablishing  an  institution  of  higher 
learning.    Only  27,920  acsres  of  the  seminary  lands  had  been  located, 
leaving  a  total  of  ll4,389,92  acres  still  to  be  set  aside  to  con?)lete 
the  town^ip  east  of  the  Susannee  River.   At  the  same  time  that 
Florida  was  adaitted  to  the  Union,  Congress  granted  hor  two  addi- 
tional toKnships  for  t^e  establishment  of  two  seminaries,*^  thus 

making  a  total  of  61i,2UO«^  acres  of  seminary  lands  still  to  be 
2 

located. 

Under  Article  X  of  tiie  State  Constitution  then  in  force*  tiM 
Seminary  Fund,  al<»ig  with  the  Coos&cm  School  Fund,  becaira  a  permanent 
jElmd.    Article  i  readi 

EDUCATIOM 

1#    The  proceeds  of  all  lands  far  the  use  of  Schools 
and  a  Seminary  or  Seminaries  of  Learning  shall  be 
and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  int^est  of  nAiioh, 
together  with  all  maiies  accrued  from  any  other  source, 
applicable  to  the  same  object,  shall  be  inviolably 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  Schools  and  Seminaries  of 
Learning,  respectively,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 
2*    The  General  Assoobly  shall  take  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  to  preserve  £rom  waste  or  daznage  all 
lands  so  granted  and  epproinriated  for  the  purpose  of 
education.^ 


J.  1 

Florida  House  Journal  >  l&ti5#  Appendix,  EeiKurt  on  Seminary 
Lands,  p.  37*  >        "    i  ■ 

2 

Florida  Senate  Journal,  Adjourned  Session,  Report  of 

Committee  on  Schools  and  Golleges,  p.  103. 

^  Laws  of  Florida.  I81i5,  P«  19« 
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The  Trustees  of  the  Sesninary  Lands  made  two  in?)ortant  recoBi-' 
mendations  in  their  report  for  l8U0.    First,  they  reconmended  that 
the  General  Assembly  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  semimtry 
lands  located.    Second,  that  the  seniaary  lands  be  sold  and  the 
proceeds  invested  in  "some  safe  and  productive  funds,"^  Accordingly, 
the  General  Assembly  included  these  recoinncndaticxis  in  a  group  of 
resolutiois  sent  to  Coiigress.'' 

Tills  authority  was  granted  by  Ckmgress  and  the  sale  of  Smi- 
nary  lands  b^an*    By  ttie  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  October  3l8t, 
UBkfp  John  Beard,  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  reported  $16,531.31 
as  belonging  to  the  Seminary  Fund.^   Thus,  it  can  be  seen  that  with 
the  further  sale  of  lands  the  Seodnary  Fund  would  soon  be  large 
enough  that  the  interest  could  take  care  of  a  seminary  of  learning. 

The  next  year,  1850,  Beard,  who  was  also  ex  officio  superinten- 
dent of  schools,  said  in  his  report  regarding  the  establishment  of 
seminariest 

■  t    The  Seminary  fund  will  have  accuaiulated  sufficiently 
to  justify  its  application  to  its  particular  purpose, 
long  before  the  Coniion  Schools  cjui  be  established,  con- 
sistently with  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  intentiai  of  the 
Legislature* 

So  soon,  then,  as  the  former— the  Seminary  fund- 
shall  have  accunulated  to  such  aci  amount,  tliat  the  in- 
terest arising  will  be  sufficient  to  establish  aiui  endow 
two  Nonnal  Schools,  let  these  be  cosamenced* 


^  Florida  Senate  Journal,  Adjourned  Session,  18U5>  Appendix, 
U&port  on  Saainary  Lands,  p*  id* 

Laws  of  FlOTiria,  18U5»  Adjommed  Sessicm,  Resolutitm  No.  3, 

p.  11|6. 

^  Florida  House  Journal,  1850-51,  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Re- 
gister of  Public  Lands,  p.  55» 
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I  an  satisfied  that  this  is  the  moat  ii^?ca:tairt  ^ 
8t^  towards  the  erection  of  a  good  system*    A  prcMii« 
nent  object  of  these  should  be  the  rearinii  of  teachers 
for  the  Oaman  Schoolsj  and  after  the  latter  go  into 
operation,  they,  in  their  turn,  can  be  made  to  recip- 
rocate the  favors  of  the  "Seminaries"  by  furnishing 
the  latter  with  materials,  selected  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished pupils  in  the  Cocmon  Schools,  to  supply  the 
increasing  wants  of  the  system,  with  c(»T5)eteiit  inr- 
structors. 

I  do  not  propose  (for  I  do  not  profess  to  be  eoan- 
pet«it)  to  1^  down  the  details  of  such  a  system  as  I 
have  indicated.    My  sole  purpose  is,  in  a  feeble  atr- 
tmcpt,  to  discharge  very  in^perfectly  an  official  duty, 
to  throw  out  such  suggestions  as  maff  induce  zreflection, 
inquiry  and  iznrastlgatUn. 

Be  farther  suggested  thati 

">'•■*' 

Instead  then,  of  limiting  instruction  to  the 
classics,  and  other  customary  studies,  let  it  be  eao- 
tended  to  the  rudio^ts  of  all  the  useful  pursuitsi 
«nd  these  to  be  associated  in  the  minds  of  the  young^ 
with  future  re^ectability,  prosperity  and  distinction. 

The  report  is  ended  with  the  statement i 

The  subject  is,  in  my  opinion,  preeminently  worthy 
of  grave  consideration  of  legislative  bodies.' 

Meanwhile,  in  18U6,  the  Legislature  created  a  board  of  four 

members,  two  fran  each  section  of  the  State,  to  give  its  views  as 

8 

to  establishing  the  two  educational  instituticais. 

HhCT  the  Legislature  of  1850-51  ra^t  in  November,  1850,  it 
«M  clearly  evident  that  ^ough  sentiment  had  be^  aroused  to  pass 
sme  law  creating  a  seminary  or  semincries*    Accordingly,  Senator 
0.  M.  Avery  of  Escambia  County  introduced  a  "bill  providing  for 

0 

the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  of  Learning."     On  January  20th 


Ibid.,  pp.  58-59« 

Laws  of  nor  Ida,  161+6-U7,  Resolution  No.  3,  p.  83. 
KLorida  Senate  Journal,  1850-51,  p.  33. 
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the  bill  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  twelve  to  three.      Two  days 
later,  January  22nd,  the  House  of  R^esentatives  passed  it  by  a  . 
■ajority  of  sixteen  to  six.*^ 

Xbe  act  authariaed  the  est^li^im^t  of  t«ro  Seminaries  of 
Learning,  one  to  be  located  east  and  the  other  west  of  the  Suwanne* 


It  was  supplemented  by  a  joint  x-eaolution  (Ko«  2$),  providing 
for  the  appointiaent  of  a  coannittee  to  select  sites  for  the  two 
sminaries  and  to  report  back  to  the  Legislature  at  the  next  ses- 
siotu    The  resolutiwi  read  as  follo«8«  ♦ 

Resolved  1st  .  .  •  That  City  aid  County  authorities 
bo,  and  these  are  her^y,  requested  to  report  to  tha 
Governor,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  next  General  A»- 
sesably,  a  statement  of  the  amount  wliich  said  city  or 
county  authorities  or  individuals  will  contribute  in 
land,  buildings  or  money,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  Seminary  of  Learning,  in  accojrdance  with  the  pro- 
visicms  of  an  act  providing  for  the  establishment  of 
two  Seminaries  of  Lcamintj  ...» 

Resolved  2nd  •  •  •  The  Seminary  of  Learning  which 
is  to  be  located  in  the  east  of  the  Suwannee  river, 
shall  be  located  in  that  County  in  said  district,  i^ich, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  next  General  Asaanbly,  presents 
the  greatest  induoMMQts  for  the  location  of  said  Semi- 
nary i  and  the  beaainary  which  is  to  be  located  in  the 
district  west  of  the  Suwannee  river,  shall  be  located 
in  that  Gounty  in  the  district  wiuch,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  said  General  Asserablyj-nresents  the  greatest  in- 
ducement for  tile  locatioa. 

Tl\e  purposes  of  the  two  soninaries  were  stated  in  the  law  of  18^ 

as  followsi 


River* 
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Ibid.,  p.  336. 

i'lorida  House  Jburoal,  l8$0-5l,  p.  itlO. 
Laws  of  Florida,  1850-$1,  Ghap.  337,  ?•  97» 
Ibid.,  iiesdlution  iio.  2$,  p.  199. 
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,  ,  .  the  first  pxjrpose  of  which  shall  be  the  in- 
struction of  persons,  both  male  and  female,  in  the 
art  of  teaching  all  the  various  branches  that  per- 
tain to  a  good  conmoii  sdiool  education,  and  next  to 
give  instruction  in  the  mechanical  arts,  in  husband- 
ry and  agricultural  chemistry,  in  the  fundamental 
laws,  and  in  what  regards  ttie  rights  and  duties  of 


It  was  provided  in  Secticwi  8  that  ttiose  irtio  int«id  to  teach  should 
be  given  first  preference  in  admission: 

Applicants  of  good  moral  character,  and  of 
capacity  to  make  apt  and  good  teachers,  who  will 
sign  a  declaration  of  intention  to  follow  the  busi- 
ness of  teadiing  primary  scho^s  in  this  State,  are 
in  all  cases  to  be  px^ferred.^5 

Those  who  do  not  intend  to  teach  would  be  required  to  pay  tuition. 
It  was  provided  thatt 

The  Board  of  Education  may,  in  their  discre- 
ti<»,  require  an  a^)plicant  for  admissiwi  to  the 
Seminary  other  than  such  as  shall,  prior  to  such 
admission,  si^n  and  file  with  said  Board  a  declara- 
tion of  intentiai  to  follow  the  business  of  teaching 
primary  schools  in  the  State  .  ♦  •  to  pay  or  secure 
to  be  paid  such  fees  for  tuition  as  to  said  Board 
seem  reascsiable* 

Another  provisiwi  gives  the  principal  and  board  the  authority 

under  certain  conditions  to  issue  certificates  to  teach t 

•  •  •  As  soon  as  any  person  has  attended  either  of 
said  seminaries  twenty-two  weeks,  said  perscm  may 
be  examined  in  the  studies  required  by  the  board 
in  such  a  maimer  as  may  be  prescribed,  and  if  it 
shall  appear  that  said  person  possesses  the  leaiming 
and  other  qualifications  necessary  to  teach  a  good 
consnon  school,  said  person  shall  receive  a  certlfi- 
to  that  effect  £rcm  tiie  principal  to  be  approved  by 


lU 

Ibid.,  Chap.  337,  p.  97 

15  rr: 


the  BoGurd  of  EdueatiaEi* 


Thus  it  can  be  se&a  that  the  Legislature  had  to  a  great  extent 
follaved  the  idea  of  ak  officio  State  Superintendent  Beard,  that 
the  two  seminaries  should  act  as  normal  schools,  and  also  provide 
instructitHi  in  all  useful  pursuits* 

The  Qeneral  Assembly  met  again  in  ^<maA>me,  1852*    At  that 

time  Attorney-General  D»  P.  Hogue  said  in  his  r^ort  to  the  Flarid* 

JLegislaturet 

At  the  last  session,  an  Act  was  passed  for  the 
establishment  of  tno  Sendnariea  of  Learning j  the  one 
to  be  located  east,  the  other  west,  of  the  Suwannee 
Slyer*    I  am  not  anare  that  anorthing  has  been  yet 
done  with  a  view  to  carry  out  the  piirpose  of  the  Act, 
but  I  am  informed  the  Seminary  BMnd  is  sufficiently 
large  for  the  objects  indicated,  and  I  can  perceive       •  -  ■ 
no  good  reason  i*iy  steps  should  not  be  taken  to  es-     '  '  - 
tablish  institutions  of  the  character  ccQteBQ)lated«  -j 
I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  may  be  called  to  the  subject,  as  well  as 
to  the  general  interests  of  education,  with  a  view 
to  further  legislation,  if  it  *o«ld  be  deemed  neces- 
sary. 

B«    The  East  Fl<»*ida  Seminary 

During  the  Legislative  session  of  l852-$3»  two  bills  were  in- 
troduced pertaining  to  the  Seminaries*    One  was  entitled  "An  Act 
granting  chartered  privileges  to  the  Trustees  of  the  East  KLoridft 
Seminary**;  the  6ec<Kid,  "An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
establishment  of  two  seminaries  of  leaming*"    Both  bills  were 
referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  litio  made 


Ibid*-     •  -  ■  ■  •   -   

Floyffr  Senate  Journal,  1852-53,  Appendix,  Attom^KJeneral  • 
Report,  p.  119. 


tMO  mparts.   One  of  these  recommended  Mlcanq;^  as  the  site  £ar  th« 

location  of  the  liast  Florida  seminary.    The  second  report,  mhich 

immediately  follows  it  in  the  Journal,  stated  that  Oeala  is  "highly 
Ifi 

desirable •**  _  .  .  .,   •/•■;„,  , ■  :, 

Both  Micanop7  and  Ocala  had  semlnazles  at  this  tiro.    An  In- 
st itation  called  the  "East  Florida  Seminary,"  and  sometiiBes  th« 

"East  Florida  Male  and  Female  Soainary,"  located  in  Micanqpy  had 

19 

been  organised  in  16$2.  This  institutlcm  was  svj^orted  by  the 
Uethodist  l^iseopal  Chuirch,  South*  According  to  a  nsirq^aper  ad- 
vertisement, it  had  a  faculty  of  five  in  185U,  and  therefore  pro- 

20   

bably  had  a  large  patronage.  . 

The  aaajdeat^  then  operating  at  Ocala  was  known  as  the  "East 

Florida  Ind^>endent  Seminary"  and  vas  organized  hy  the  citlzais  of 

21 

Ocala  early  in  lo52,     pei^ps  ivith  the  idea  of  it  eventually  be- 

coedjig  the  state  seminary.    In  the  notice  cf  the  organization  no 

mention  vas  made  of  S«  S.  Burton  who  was  to  become  its  first 
22 

principal.       However,  a  little  more  than  two  months  later  the 

23 

new^aper  reported  that  he  delivered  a  lecture  in  Ocala,     and  the 
school  opened  imder  his  princlpalship  for  Its  first  session  on 
June  Uith,  1852.^^   Besides  the  principal,  there  were  five  others 

IWd.,  pp.  139-li40. 
^  Minutes  of  East  Florida  Seminary  (ittcanopy),  *ily  10,  1852. 
^  Southern  Sun  (Ocala).  June  10.  I8g2.  ^ 

Conservator  (Ocala),  Feb.  11,  1852. 
^  Ibid. 

AprU  21,  1852. 
^  Ibid..  June  23.  1852>  ,  * 


on  the  faculty  for  the  term.    The  announcement  speaks  of  a  "coonodi- 
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OU8  building^  capable  of  accommodating  two  hundred  students." 

The  complete  aBmooncement  for  the  opening  of  the  new  seminary 
in  Ocala  read  as  follows: 

EAST  FLORIDA  ItiDEPEKDEKT  INSTITUTE  AT  OGAU  -  . 

The  first  term  of  this  Institution  will  conBttence 
en  Monday,  June  lUth,  under  the  dlrectitm  of  the  fd- 
lomlng: 

TEACHE2S  •  '   i...  .  ■  i  .-,; 

Male  Department  , 
S,  S«  BurtcBi,  A.  M.  Principal 

OrvlUe  Uason,  Teacher  of  Pemanship  and 
Crsving 

Feaale  Department 
Miss  £va  M.  Darling,  Preceptress 
Miss  P.  L*  A.  Underwood,  Teacher  of  Uusic 
and  French 

Such  other  assistance  will  be  obtained  in  the  Pri- 
mary Department,  as  the  wants  of  the  Sdiool  may  require. 
HATES  OF  TUITIOK  PER  SESSION  OF  FIVE  MONTHS 

Reading,  Spelling  and  Writing  fnd.OO 

Primary  Arithmetic  and  Geography.  ...  .10*00 
Arithmetic  iriLth  slate  and  Geograp^ 

with  the  Atlas  12.00 

English  Grammar  and  iiistcoy   .15 'OO 

Natural  Sciences   .20.00 

Higher  Mathematics  and  Languages.  .  .  .  .25.00 

EXTRA  CHARQES 
Music  with  use  of  Piano  ........  •25*00 

Drairing   .10*00 

Frantch  .10.00 

■  Uniting  Materials  ............  1*00 

Vocal  Music  will  be  taught  in  the  school  at 
reasonable  prices* 

The  Trustees  have  been  at  great  expense  in  conplet^ 
ing  a  Conmodicus  building,  capable  of  accanr-iodating  two  „. 
hundred  students,  and  have  secured  the  seinrices  of  a 
full  board  of  teachers,  iriio  have  added  to  their  literary 
acquirements,  several  years  of  successful  experience  in 


teadiiag.    They  can,  therefore,  with  confidence  recoo- 
MBd  the  Institute  to  the  favoM^le  consideratiiMi  of 
pvents  and  guardians,  as  a  desirable  school  in  which 
to  acquire  a  thorough  English  education  to  fit  young 
gentlemen  for  business,  or  for  either  class  in  College, 
and  to  cwnplete  the  education  of  ymng  ladies,  on  nhcn 
Diplomas  will  be  conferred,  after  a  prescribed  coiirse 
has  been  finished}  also  as  offering  an  excellent  q?- 
poartunity  for  elonentary  culture. 

The  Trustees  can  confidently  recoramend  the  health 
of  tiie  village,  and  the  eligibility  and  accessibility 
of  the  place. 

Board  can  be  had  in  good  fanilies  at  reasonable 

prices. 

For  the  better  arrangranent  of  time,  the  sdiooil 
will  continue  half  a  session,  of  eleven  weeks,  and  on 
the  first  Monday  in  Septeafcer,  18$2,  will  ccnmence  its 
regular  sessions,  consisting  of  ten  consecutive  aonths, 
i^ch  will  constitute  the  scholastic  year. 

Board  of  Trustees. 

S.  T.  TticMias,  President 

L.  C.  Gaines,  Secretary 
.    .    <    .      Stei^en  Bryant,  Treasurer 

£.  D.  Vlomtm 

A.  Watenam 

N.  M.  BratJley 

W.  J.  C.  HcHiers 

Rev.  Willis  Hall  »  • 

Re/.  ian.  Royal  26       .  ..  ,  - 

C.  L*  Crow,  writing  of  Burtcm  and  the  Ocala  Seminary,  saysi 

Attiiat  time,  a  Mr.  3.  S*  Burton  was  conducting 
a  small  school  there  and,  it  may  be  presumed,  had  hopes 
that  this  would  be  tak^  over  by  the  State  and  that  he 
would  be  retail^  as  principal  of  the  transfoni»d  in* 
stitution.    lie  succeeded  so  well  in  arousing  the  in- 
terest of  toe  citisens  of  his  commimity  in  the  Seminary 
that  they  were  induced  to  eadiibit,  the  size  of  their 
Tillage  being  taken  into  consideration,  notable  liber- 
ality.   How  great  tiiis  was  appears  frcsn  the  records  of  1 
the  L^ialature.^' 

TtM  preamble  of  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  location  of  the 
teo  Seminaries  of  Learning  to  be  established  in  this  State,"  which 


27—' 

liAst  Florida  Sendnary  While  in  Ocala,  p.  29. 
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«as  passed  at  the  Sixth  Session  of  the  General  Asaembly  of  18^53, 

stated  Uiat  the  citizens  of  the  toim  of  Ocala  had  througii  their 

flfecial  agent  S.  S.  Burton,  offered  for  the  Seminary  East  of  the 

Suwannee  iiiver  • 

•  •  •  sixteen  town  lots  in  a  square,  valued  at  two 
hundred  dollars  each,  also  a  building  standing  there- 
oa,  built  ill  Uie  form  of  an  L,  vrj-th  two  f^roats  of 
fifty  feet  each,  and  twenty  feet  wide,  together  with 
two  ot^er  buildings  erected  on  the  said  lots,  twenty  \  . 

by  thirty  feet  each,  the  three  valued  at  three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars,  also  one  thousand  and 
six  hundred  dollars  in  moaey  •  •  .  the  whole  amount 

of  the  donation  being  eight  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars.*"  ,  . 


The  Senate  and  the  House  failed  to  agree  as  to  ^ere  the  East 

KLcr  jda  Saninary  should  be  located,  so  Uie  bill  passed  by  th* 

House  and  the  oaae  passed  by  the  Senate  were  referred  to  a  Joint 
29 

eoBunittee.      The  agreetient  worked  out  and  ai^roved  by  both  ^ 
houses  and  signed  by  the  Gcvemor  aa  January  6th,  1853*  provided 
that  the  £ast  FlcKdda  Seminary  should  be  located  at  Ocala,  and 

that  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the  West  Florida  Seniinary  should 

30  -  ..^^  . 

be  left  to  a  later  legislature. 

The  liberal  offer  of  Ocala  and  the  f^gict,  as  the  Preaisble  fur- 
ther states,  that  "the  town  offers  central  position,  accessibility, 
and  a  large,  respectable,  and  thriving  school  in  being,  with  various 
other  ccaisidsrations,"  had  secured  the  instituticn  for  that  torn* 
So  it  was  ordered  that  "after  proper  and  authorized  ccnveyance  or 


28 
29 
30 


Laws  of  Florida,  1852-53,  Chap,  509,  p.  8?. 

Florida  Senate  Journal,  1852-53,  p,  256. 

Laws  of  laorida.  1352-53,  Chap.  509,  pp.  87-88. 
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conveyances  of  said  tomi  lot-s  and  buildings,"  and  "after  said  >  , 
mount  of  money  be  paid  to  such  Board  of  EducaUon  as  the  Governor 
■ay  appoint  for  said  Seminary,  under  the  Act  of  January  2l»,  18^,* 
the  Seainary  East  of  the  Suaamee  should  be  located  at  Ocala.  It 
«as  also  provided  that  the  property  could  be  used  only  for  a  MmL" 
nary  in  Ocala  and  was  to  revert  to  ihe  donors  if  the  instituticm 
rtiould  be  reaoved  to  sooe  other  place. 

Since  the  Act  iwas  approved  by  the  Governor  on  January  6th, 
18$3,  the  creation  of  the  East  Florida  Seminary  dates  from  that 
time}  hoT»ever,  it  i«as  not  until  the  autunn  of  1853  that  the  insti- 
tution officially  opened  its  doors  to  receive  students.    As  would 
be  expected,  S.  S»  Burton  was  principal.    The  Board  of  Education 
«as  conposed  of  L.  C,  Gaines,  William  Royal,  W,  S.  Harris,  and 

ex  officio  member.  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  (also  eoc  officio 
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County  S<diool  Superinteident) ,  J.  M.  Mcintosh. 

In  addition  to  the  principal,  S.  S.  Burton,  there  were  three 
other  teachers.    They  consisted  of  Dr.  J»  F.  ^towe,  male  assistant. 

Miss  Laura  Chaiid}erlalQ,  f  enwle  assistant,  and  Hiss  P.  L»  A*  Under- 

'      ■  It  ■ 
wood,  teacher  of  nrnsLe. 

The  institution  seems  to  have  fared  well  financially  this 

first  year.    The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Seaiinary,  "considering 

it  ^he  schocOj  an  ejjperiiaent,  thou^t  it  advisable  to  allow  m 

yiy^a  Senate  jCTmial,  185U,  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Re- 
gister of  Public  Lands,  p.  17. 
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Ibid.  •  . 
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aalaries  for  said  teachers,  the  interest  of  ihe  State  J'und  together 

with  the  tuition*"    This  amounted  to  a  total  expenditure  for  salai- 

jries  of  |2,8l7»70.    Burton  iias  paid  an  adaitioual  sum  of  t$9»31* 

this  WIS  probably  to  reimburse  him  for  incidental  eacpenses  in  coo- 

33 

neetion  with  the  operation  of  the  Eaainary. 

Eloise  Robinson  Ott  describes  the  scliool  in  its  first  year  of 

o^ration  thus* 

Its  faculty  zBiri>er«d  four,  and  during  its  flrct  ' 
year  seme  sixty  stiulmts  were  enrolled.    The  instito* 
tion  was  coeducational,  and  had  a  iside  cuzriculua, 
including  Greek,  Latin,  and  arts,  as  well  as  all  rom-  , 
tine  subjects*    It  gx^  rapidly  and  for  many  years 


a  coveted  asset.- 

Although  the  school  had  appar«itly  made  an  excellent  beglrmijig, 

it  did  not  continue  to  pirosper*    In  the  first  place,  BurUm  seems 

to  have  considered  the  Seminary  as  his  school,  and  to  have  hdLd  the 

Board  of  Education  s<»ieiibat  in  contei^t*    Thus,  Levis  C«  Gaines, 

the  President  of  the  Board,  in  his  report  of  the  year  1803 «  saidt 

The  Principal,  Ur.  S*  S*  Burton,  failed  to  report 
in  accordance  ^rith  tcie  instructions  of  Xhe  Board,  the 
zBuber  of  scholars  attending  the  school,  the  amount  of 
tuition,  and  tiie  studies  pursued  in  the  Institution* 
It  is  consequently  not  in  the  power  of  the  Board  to 
state  certainly  and  have  to  rely  upon  a  TerbaL  report 
of  the  Principal,  that  the  number  of  adidars  in  at- 
tendance during  the  year  was  varying  frcaai  aixty  to 
ninety*    This  tuition  amounted  to  $1,U00*^5 

Ibid*,  p*  19, 
3k  

"Ocala  Prior  to  1868,»  riorlda  Historical  Society  Quarterly. 

VI  (October,  1927),  101.   
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Florida Jaenate  Journal.  18$U,  Report  of  the  Register  of  Pub- 
lic Lands,  p.  l?* 
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that  Burton  tindoubtedly  iras  an  able  man  wust  he  admitted,  othor- 
«ise  he  w>ulxi  never  have  been  able  to  establish  the  s  chodL,  and  suc- 
eeed  in  getting  the  State  to  take  it  over  as  a  State  Seminary,  ait 
along  with  his  assets,  he  had  certain  weaknessea  of  character  that 
proved  his  downfall  in  Ooala.    During  his  first  term  it  became  neces- 
sary for  him  to  make  a  sudd«i  departure  frcn  the  city.    The  Register 
of  Lands  statsdi 

The  school  commenced  well,  but  tJtie  Principal  be- 
coming unpopular,  and  having  been  Indiscreet,  it  , 
closed  inauspiciously  and  before  the  wfid  of  the  year.-^** 

In  another  part  of  the  report,  in  T*ich  he  is  discussing  the  iQS^k 

school  term,  he  stated i 

Another  drav-back  upon  the  instituti<m  was  the 
difficulty  uixier  irtiich  it  closed  last  year,  diffi- 
culties ^ich  could  not  have  been  foreseen  nor  pre- 
ven^j^,  such  as  any  institution  or  all  are  liable 

Haturally,  the  details  are  not  given  in  the  official  report, 
bat  the  truth  of  the  matter  was  that  Bvorton  was  using  an  assumed 
name  in  Ocala  because  of  a  di^te  with  his  faoiily  before  leaving 
his  heme  state  of  New  Haapshire.    To  add  to  his  difficulties,  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  term  he  had  becane  involved  in  an  affair  with 

one  of  his  wcnen  teachers.    His  departure  was  undoubtedly  due  to 

38 

his  decision  to  leave  Ocala  ratter  than  marry  \he  young  lady.  _^ 
On  account  of  the  trouble  encountered  the  first  year,  the 
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Ibid.,  pp.  17-18. 

Ibid.,  p.  18. 

38  

See  Appendix,  p.  !• 
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the  Board  appointed  an  entirel,;  new  faculty  for  the  year  185U,  and 

gave  them  higher  salaries  than  iiiose  reoeived  by  the  old  faculty. 

The  teachers  for  that  year  and  the  mlariea  ihey  received  were  as 

followst    J«  Q.  Bowman,  A.  U.,  Principal,  $1,$00.00;  A.  F.  Gould, 

A.  H.,  Assistant,  $1,000. 00|  Hiss  Virginia  £.  Baughan,  Assistant, 

39 

$U50.3U;  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Rogers,  H\isic  teacher,  C^600«00. 

Hiwiii  and  his  faculty  evidently  did  good  itork  and  gained 

popular  favor.    Writing  of  the  school,  David  S.  Walker,  Register 

of  Public  Lands  and  ex  officio  Superintendent  of  Coomcm  Schools, 

says  in  a  Biennial  Repwt  dated  November  1st,  iQ^ht 

During  the  ncmth  of  May  last,  I  made  an  official 
visit  to  this  Instituticffi  and  I  am  much  gratified  in 
being  able  to  say  that,  though  in  its  infancy,  I 
found  it  in  a  flourishinc  conditi<m,  and  giving  pro- 
■ise  of  great  future  usefulness.    I  found  about  sixty 
students  in  attendance,  and  the  Trustees,  as  well  as 
the  learned  Faculty,  Uale  and  Fenale,  were  united  in 
an  ardent  desire  to  prcxoote  their  eduoaticm,  and  the 
general  welfare  of  the  Institution,  by  all  means  at 
their  ccDsnand.    My  visit  strongly  ij29>ressed  me  with 
the  hope,  that  the  tirae  is  uot  far  distant  when  the 
children  of  our  State  will  be  no  longer  under  the 
necessity  of  going  abroad  in  search  of  educational 
advantages,  but  that  the  period  is  near  at  hand  when 
they  will  have  at  home,  within  our  oim  borders,  as 
ample  opportunities  for  intellecUial  and  moral  cul- 
ture as  can  be  found  elsewhere.^ 

At  the  Legislative  Session  of  1856,  the  East  Florida  Seminary 
of  Mioanopy,  the  aoadeiny  under  the  control  of  the  Methodist  Epi»» 
copal  C3rareh,  South,  sou^t  to  beoow  a  State  School.    Since  the 
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Florida  Senate  Journal,  185U,  Report  of  the  Register  of 
Public  Lands,  p.  Itt* 

liO  * 

Florida  House  Joaraal,  18$U,  Apjtmdix,  Report  of  the  Regis- 
ter of  Public  Lands,  pp.  i*-5. 


SemiJiary  Fund  could  only  be  applied  to  two  semlnarles—one  east  and 

one  west  of  the  Svwannee  River— this  nay  be  interpreted  as  an  attempt 

to  take  the  sdiool  from  Ocala  and  place  it  in  Iftcanopy,  which  was 

tlxixty-five  miles  distant.    PhilJ^  Dell  of  Alach^xa  County,  irtio  was 

President  of  the  Senate,  presented  the  petition  asking  for  State 

support  for  this  school.    The  Florida  Senate  Journal  of  1856  carried 

this  inforiBation  c<mcerning  the  incident. 

Mr.  President  presented  the  Petition  of  sundry 
citiaens  of  Alachua  county,  on  the  subject  of  the 
location  of  the  State  Institutiaa  for  the  prcaotlon 


the  following  day  in  a  report  auboitted  by  Chairman  W.  J.  Keitt  r9» 


coHmMided  "that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  denied." 

Bie  East  Florida  Sananary  at  Mican<^  had  been  founded  in  1852, 
and  its  existence  was  teroainated  about  the  tine  that  the  East  KLosrl- 
da  SemiJKtry  ffaa  moved  to  Gainesville.    Ihrough  the  years  these  two 
schools  have  ofteii  been  confused.    Many  of  the  older  citizens  of 
ilactaia  and  Uarioo  Counties  today  stoutly  maintain  that  the  East 
Florida  Soninary  was  once  located  at  Uicanopy.    C.  L.  Crow  stated 
that  even  one  of  the  later  catalogues  of  the  East  Florida  State 
SsBiinary  contains  the  false  statement  that  the  school  was  originally 
located  in  Micanopy.^ 

Bonaan  rea&alned  principal  of  the  East  Florida  Seminary  for  tM» 


This  was  referred  to  the  Coranittee  cxi  Scho«als  and  Colleges,  who  on 


la 
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Florida  Senate  Journal,  1856,  p.  171« 

Ibid.,  p.  185. 

Op.  cit.j  p.  6y,  •  -. 


m 


years,  but  there  "arose  serious  dlssatisfactiwi"  with  hla,  ^ich 
finally  led  to  his  reniCTral  and  to  the  appointment  of  S«  D,  McConnell 
as  President  in  Uarch,  1857«   McConnell  was  sucoroded  by  Robert  P. 
Bryce  in  1858.     ^  r.    »  - 

The  East  Florida  Seminary  continued  to  operate  during  the 
first  two  or  three  years  of  the  iffar  Between  the  Statee,  but  finally 
ma  forced  to  close.    It  is  probable  that  the  lack  of  students  due 
to  1^  War,  and  the  fact  that  warrants  ceased  to  come  trca  Tall»> 
hassee,  w«:e  anjoog  the  reasons  for  its  tmporary  suspension.  Al«>, 
since  flarida  had  withdrawn  frcm  the  Union,  the  State  no  long«r  had 
to  use  ^e  Seminary  Funds  for  the  purpose  for  ndiich  the  Federal 
Government  had  granted  them.    Therefore,  aU  the  stocks  and  bonds 
held  for  the  School  and  SeDainary  Funds,  other  than  those  of  th« 
State,  wore  tomed  artr  to  the  Governor  to  be  used  in  purchasing 
anas.^ 

the  School  did,  however,  operate  as  a  private  acadeeay,  pro- 
bably using  the  State  buildings  rent  free.    Toward  the  latter  days 
of  the  War,  the  Seminary  seems  to  ha^e  reop^iod  und«r  State  auspices* 
An  announcement  to  this  effect  is  found  In  a  Gainesville  paper  of 
April  20,  1865,  which  readst 

East  Florida  (State)  Seminary-^This  Institution 
BOW  under  the  oare  of  Rev.  R.  R.  Itushing,  assisted 
by  Miss  Jef  fie  Crutchfield,  is  in  full  ap&c&tiaa  with 

Ibid.,  pp.  62  and  6?.  vs, 

US  — 

Floi'ida  House  Jcftirnal^  1862,  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Regis- 
ter of  Public  Lauds,  p.  20*  ~ 
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good  patronage. 

Kuahtng  and  Miss  Cratdxfield  appear  to  have  been  the  last     '  ' ' 
teachers  of  the  li^st  Florida  Semljiary  to  rMeire  their  salaries 
ft<»a  the  SfflBinary  Pond,  while  it  was  in  Ocala.    They  had  to  wait 
several  months,  however,  for  that  part  of  their  salaries  wiiidi  c«m 
fixjm  ttie  State.    A  warrant  was  not  sent  to  Miss  Grutchfield  until 
July  2nd,  1866,  while  Rushing  did  not  receive  his  until  October 
2$th  of  that  year.    For  some  reason  Miss  Grutchfield 's  warrant  was 
not  made  out  to  her,  but  to  her  father.        '  r,    :    ^  '  * 

Ito  East  Florida  Seminary  was  ooved  to  Qaloesville  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  l86$-66.^   A  sorroy  of  the  najorlty  of  tli» 
newspapers  of  the  period  that  are  now  in  esdlstKioe,  fails  to  show 
aiqr  widespread  sentia^t  in  favor  of  ausving  the  instilutioa.    It  is 
entirely  possible  that  the  idea  never  occurred  to  anywe  other  than 
a  very  few  interested  parties  in  Cxainesville,  prior  to  the  meetinig 
of  the  Legislature  in  December  of  186$.    It  seems  to  have  been  sia- 
ply  the  work  of  one  man,  perhaps  assisted  by  a  fm  of  his  friends, 
irtio  wished  to  haare  the  institution  wiiich  be  headed  aade  into  a 
State  school.  ■. ''-"^ 

In  order  to  understand  the  circumstances  of  the  r&noval  of  tiie 
Institution  from  Ooala  to  Gainesville,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back 
to  the  opening  of  the  Gainesville  Aeadeniy  which  occurred  sons  tl 
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Cotton  States  (Gainesville),  J^ril  20,  186$. 

j*a  ^or^^  HJ^se  Journal,  1866,  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  p.  6» 
Laws  of  Florida,  1865-66,  Chap.  1^87,  pp.  50-5l« 


in  the  early  l860*s*    The  following  announc«nent,  taken  from  the 

April  16th,  l86Uy  issue  of  the  Gottw  States,  would  indioate  th«t 

the  school  may  have  been  in  operation  for  some  years* 

OAIWESVILLE  ACADEMY 
The  exorcises  of  this  institution  will  be  remned 
on  the  1st  Monday  of  February,  l86U.    Both  Departments 
will  be  und^  the  superintendence  of  an  accoiiQ)li8hod 
corps  of  Teachers,  who  possess  the  requisite  ability 
to  iB?)art  instructiffla  in  the  -various  branches  usually 
taught  at  our  best  literary  institutions.  Music, 
and  flench,  Grecian,  Oriental,  and  Oil  Painting  and 
Drawing,  etc*,  are  taught  at  the  customary  rates  of 
tuitiotu 

Tuition  in  the  Literary  department  according  to 
grade  $2$,  ^UO,  and         per  session  of  twenty  weeks, 
payable  one  half  in  advasice;  the  balance  at  the  end  of 
the  Session*    No  deductioi  for  absence  unless  in  case 
of  protracted  sickness* 

Being  in  one  of  the  healthiest  locations  in  the 
interior  of  the  State,  it  is  ottr  design  and  highest 
aspiration  to  make  this  Acad&sy  merit  the  patronage  of 
all  friends  of  iuiucation*    Thankful  for  past  patronage, 
we  solicit  a  ccntinuance  of  similar  favors  in  the 
future*    For  further  infoiroation  refer  to 

J*  H.  Rc^er,  A.  M.^  Principal 
-      Gainesville,  Fla***^ 

Alsost  eight  months  later,  January  13th,  186^,  the  Mew  Era, 

another  Gainesville  paper,  carried  the  following  notice* 

^  GAINESVILLE  ACADEMY 

This  institution  is  represented  to  be  in  a  high- 
ly flourishing  condition  with  flattering  prospects 
for  t^e  future— Eev.  W,  J,  UcGonnick  is  Principal  of 
the  Male  Departooat,  Rev*  J.  H*  Tookies  Is  Principal 
of  the  Femle  Department,  and  Ifrs.  J*  Smithcrs  con- 
trols the  Musical  Departoent,  all  of  whom  are  fully 
adequate  to  the  sacred  responsibili ties  they  have  a»- 
aoBSd  in  the  instruction  of  the  young* ^ 
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Cotton  States  (Gainesville) ,  April  l6,  l86it* 
New  Era  (Gainesville),  Januaiy  13,  1865* 


It  will  be  not«i  that  J«  H,  Eoper  was  no  longer  listed  as 
principal,  but  that  Rev.  W*  J.  McCormick  was  Principal  of  the  Kale 
Departaent,  nhile  Rev.  J.  H.  Tonkies  was  Principal  of  the  Fenele 
D^partmeat*    It  is  not  kncMoa  vhere  Qqper  was  at  this  tia&,  or  i^ 
he  had  ^paroitly  tei^pQnril7  severed  his  eonnectlwt  «lth  the  school* 
However,  in  July  of  that  year  he  again  announced  the  opening  of  the 
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Fall  term  of  Gainesville  Ai»d«Qr«  and  signed  his  name  as  Principal. 

In  late  Novenber  of  the  same  year  he  was  in  \he  race  for  the 

State  Senate  from  the  Nineteenth  Senatorial  District,  vhidi  cost- 

prised  AlaefaM  County*   The  newsps^r  entry  rant 

CANDIDATES  FOR  SENATOR 
J.  H.  Roper  Esq.  and  Dr.  T.  H.  Ligon  both  of  , 
Gainesville  are  announced  as  candidates  for  the  Sea-* 
ate  frora  this  County*    They  are  gentlesnen  of  ability, 
energy,  and  fine  character,  and  are  too  well  knomi 
throughout  the  country  to  need  biographical  sket^es* 
Alachua  County  would  be  well  represented  by  either, 
and  as  there  is  no  issue  between  them,  we  hold  oup- 


selves  aloof 

A  week  later  the  san»  paper  r ported  Roper's  elation  to  the 
Senate  £rom.  Alachua  County  by  a  large  majority*'^    The  Senate  Jour- 
nal of  the  previous  session  (l86ir^5)  shows  a  ^.  C.  Roper  of  Oakland 
representing  Alachua  County,  so  it  is  likely  that  J*  H.  Roper  was  a 
dose  relative  who  might  have  profited  from  his  kinamaaU  poLitioal 
Influenoe*      If  we  are  to  believe  the  newspapers,  there  were  no 
issues  in  the  canpaign,  therefore  the  matter  of  getting  the  Gaines- 

^  Ibid.,  July  8,  1865.  - 

?  Ibid*,  November  2$,  186$. 

^  Ibid.,  Decenber  2,  1865* 

^  Florida  Senate  Journal,  l861i-65,  p.  116. 


▼llle  AcadenitT'  made  a  State  school  probably  was  not  even  discussed 
publi<^,  as  the  neirepapers  made  n  j  mentlcm  of  such  a  proalse* 

fhat  Roper  had  been  giving  much  consideration  to  the  possibi- 
lity of  getting  Ute  Gainesville  Acadony  establl^ed  as  the  East 
Florida  Seminary  mus  shonm  by  the  haste  with  which  h«  acted  after 
going  to  Tallahassee.    The  Legislature  of  1865  met  on  Decaii>er  iSth, 
1865*   In  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  for  HeeeaSoac  22ndj  186$^  .  ^ 

piBPed  «»  IbHowlag  itea:  - 

Mr.  Roper  gave  notice  that  at  some  future  day  he 
will  Introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  removal  of  the  Senilnary  iast  of  the  Su- 
wannee from  Ocala  to  Gainesville^  Florida* 

(te  Wednesday,  Decemb^  27thy  1865^  tlie  Journal  of  the  Senate  read: 

The  rule  was  waived  to  allow  ttr.  Roper  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  provide  for 
the  removal  of  the  S«nlnarv,East  of  the  Suwanoeei^ 
from  Ocala  to  Gainesville*  5^  •  , 

The  nest  day  the  bill  was  read  the  first  tijne,  the  rules  walTed^ 

read  a  second  tiste  by  its  title  and  referred  to  the  Oannilttee  co  r. 

Schools  and  Colleges* 

The  Conmittee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  of  iriii<^  Uoper,  Incidttt* 

tally,  was  a  mmb&c,  lost  no  tine  in  acting  on  the  bill  and  bringing 

in  a  report*    The  next  day  they  reportedt 


that  the  advantages  which  are  promised  to  the 
education  of  youth,  by  reason  of  the  ready  facilities 
of  coonunicaticxi,  a  healthy  location,  and  buildings, 
and  a  Fiunilty  now  occupied  and  engaged  in  instruction. 
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Ibid*.  186^-66,  p.  63* 
Ibid.,  p.  75. 
Ibid*,  p.  78. 


IM-esent  consideraticHis  of  the  first  importance  to  ,   ,    ,     ;  ; 
the  interests  of  the  State.    They  therefore  re- 
caanend  the  passage  of  the  bill.™ 

Three  days  later,  January  2nd,  1866,  the  bill  WftS  read  a  third 
t^-tinf>  and  voted  upon.  The  vote  «as  eighteen  to  four  in  favor  of  re- 
moval  to  Gainesville.'^^  - 

The  bill  #iich  was  passed  by  the  S«nate  so  easily  was  not  to 

receive  such  a  anooth  passage  in  the  liuuse  of  B^presentatives.  It 

was  receivai  by  the  House  and  read  the  first  tiste  on  January  6th«^ 

Two  days  later  it  was  given  a  second  reading  and  referred  to  the 

Conmlttee  on  SchooOLs  and  Colleges.^   The  next  day,  January  9to, 

Peeler,  Chairman  of  the  Cooraittee,  reported* 

The  Coomittee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  to  whora 
was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  re- 
WtmH  of  the  Seminary  East  of  the  Suwannee  from  Ocala 
to  Gainesville,  Klarida,  beg  leave  to  report  the  bill 
back  to  l^e  House  irithout  oamtn^t.    The  Rouse  will  be 
the  best  Judge  of  the  conflictiriii  claims  of  these 
places.    Both  have  their  advantages,  and  it  is  for  the 
House  to  determine  which  is  most  to  the  advantage  of 
the  people  of  East  Florida.  :  . 

A.  J.  Peeler,  Chairman 

a.  H.  Hall>^ 

The  directory  for  that  Session  shows  that  the  Chairman,  A.  J* 

Pe^er,  was  fron  Leon  County,  a.  H.  Hall  was  from  Alachua  County 

(listed  in  the  directory  as  living  in  Uicanopy),  and  D.  G.  Gunn  ro- 

63 

presented  Walton  County.       On  the  surface  it  might  appear  Strang* 

^  Ibid.,  p.  ffiL.  '■      .  ' 

^  ^orlda  House  Journal,  1865-66,  p.  188. 
^  Ibid.,  p.  202. 
7"  PP»  207-208. 

Ibid.,  pp.  UWii5. 


that  Hall  wDuld  attach  his  name  to  such  a  nonccraraittal  report  on 
the  questicm  of  locating  the  S«mina3ry  in  hii  Cfm  county.    It  is 
probable,  however,  that  this  report,  althou^  aecmingly  atraddllng 
the  issue,  was  the  best  he  could  get, 

Pusrthermore,  it  naxst  be  remembered  that  A.  J.  Peeler  r^faresented 
Leon  County,  idiich  vas  the  site  of  the  State  capitol  and  the  West 
Florida  Seminary.    A  study  of  KLarida  legislative  history  will  ^cm 
that  through  the  years  representatives  and  senators  ftrom  Leon  County 
have  consistent]^  he&n  rcltictant  to  take  any  determined  stand  on  a 
question  eooceming  State  institutions  located  else«^ere,  becauM 
of  the  possibility  of  retaliati<m.   Therefcare,  it  aay  be  that  the 
CoBBoittee  actually  favored  the  removal  of  l^ie  school  from  Ocala  to 
Gainesville* 

The  minority  report,  signed  by  George  II.  Bates  of  flenington, 
liarioQ  County,  and  H«  J*  Robinsm  of  Greenwood,  Jackson  County^ 
saidt 

The  undersigned,  a  part  of  the  Coranittee  on 
Schools  and  Colleges,  to  whos  was  referred  the  bill 
relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminary  East  of  the 
Suwannee  to  Gainesville,  have  had  the  same  under  ^ 
consider  a  ti<Mi  and  b^  leave  to  report  adverse  to 
the  objects  sou^t  by  the  bill.  ^ 

In  consideration  of  the  inducements  held  aa\  '  . 

by  Ocala,  tho  Seminary  East  of  the  Suwannee  was  lo»  .  ^ 

cated  at  that  place.    This  inducement  consisted  in 
contributi(xis  by  the  eitisens  of  Ocala  and  the 
surrounding  community,  in  lots,  buildings,  snd 
money,  amounting  to  eight  thousand  six  hundred  dol^ 
lars.    In  the  act  of  1853,  lo<»ting  the  Seminary  at 
Ocala,  this  fund  or  peoperty  shoild  revert  to  the 
donors.   This  vhole  amount  will  then  be  lost  to  the 
State*   Gainesville  offers  nothing  as  indenmity  to 
the  State  but  the  academy  building,  and  the  bill 
<iesis  not  provide  for  the  l^al  conveyance  of  this. 
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even.    Sot  a  lot,  not  even  the  lot  upon  ifihlch  the 
house  stands,  is  offered* 

Much  show  is  mie  in  the  bill  of  educating 
beneficiaries  from  all  the  counties  in  East  Florida. 
This  was  a  condition  upon  T«hich  the  school  vaa  orig- 
inally loeatad*    The  sans  offer  has,  all  alcmg,  been 
made  to  every  county  Fast  of  the  Suwannee* 

The  undersigned  feel  that  the  reaoval  of  the 
Seminary  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  liberal  citi- 
sans  of  Ocala  and  liaricm  county,  that  they  cannot 
consent  to,  especially  as  they  cannot  believe  it 
would,  in  the  least,  further  the  cause  of  education— 
the  grand  object  of  the  Seminary  Fund. 

It  is  readily  admitted  that  there  is  a  flourish- 
ing school  at  Gainesville*    Its  flourishing  condition 
durinii  the  war  was  owing  to  the  influx  of  refugees 
more  periiaps  than  to  anything  else.    This  school  al- 
ready suppGLies  the  wants  of  Gainesville  and  all  that 
part  of  the  country  that  has  easy  access  to  it*  By 
leaving  the  Seminary  at  its  present  location,  the 
mats  of  that  coamunity  will  also  be  supplied*  Uanj 
jeang  persons  will  &aiaj  the  benefits  of  education, 
which  they  never  would  «ajoy  were  it  rcaoved  to 
Gainesville  or  any  other  place. 

lintertaining  these  views,  t^ie  undersigned  very 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  bill  do  not  pass* 

George  M.  Bates^ 
H*  J.  Robinson"** 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  tisw  in  the  House  on  January  llth* 

At  ttiis  time  two  amendments  were  of feredrH>oth  in  realitgr  attenpts 

to  kill  it*   wmiams  of  Baker  County  wi^ed  to  amend  it  to  read, 

"Provided  that  a  majority  of  donors  of  said  acadeny  at  Ocala  are 

willing  to  have  it  removed  to  Gainesville*"      This  amendment  ms 

adopted.    Then  Bates  of  MarlcHi  County  offered  the  following  apnend- 

ment  to  be  added  at  the  close  of  the  first  secti(»it 

*  .  •  provided  that  the  lot  or  lots  belonging  to  tlw 
Academy  at  Gainesville,  together  witJhi  the  buildings 


"3  Ibid.,  pp*  208-209* 
Ibid*,  p.  2i49. 


and  other  prq?erty  thereto  belaigingj  also  such  amount 
In  nwney  as  shall  make  a  sum  taken  in  connexion  /sic7 
with  the  lots  or  lots  and  buildings  thereon  equal  to 
the  contributiai  originally  made  by  the  citisens  of 
Ocala  and  surrounding  country,  via:    f^ght  thousand 
and  six  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  legally  conveyed  by 
the  citizens  of  Gainesville  to  ihe  State  of  florid^i 
for  the  use  of  said  Seminary,  said  contributiais  in 
lots  and  buildings  to  be  valued  by  two  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  Govemor  for  that  purpose.®** 

At  this  point  Barrtttt  of  Alachua,  in  a  parliamentary  Baneuver, 

secured  a  postponement  of  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until 

the  following  day.^^ 

Vpm  the  reading  of  the  bill  the  next  day  an  Indsfinito  post- 

ponooent  of  the  bill  was  moved,    (The  clerk  evidently  did  not  get 

the  none  of  the  p«rson  making  the  motlcn,  fcr  the  Journal  reads, 

"kr.  .  .  •  moved  indefinite  postponanent  of  said  bill*")  Th» 
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motion  lost  twenty-six  to  ten. 

Then  the  amewineit  offered  by  Bates  of  iiarion  Cainty  the  day 

previous  was  amended  by  the  following  substitute  offered  by  Barrett 

of  Alaohua  County  who  aiioed  at  counteracting  the  opinion  that  tha 

State  would  lose  financially  in  making  the  change  in  locatiooi 

After  "provided"  insert  "that  the  Superintendent 
of  coBnaon  schools  be  authorized  to  see  that  the  State 
loses  nothing  in  value  of  property  donated  to  the 
seminary  by  the  transf^  of  the  institution  from  Ocala 
to  Gainesville. ""9 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  as  amended  and  a  vote  taken* 
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The  bill  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  twenty-four  to  twelve.  the 

day  before  the  Legisiature  of  1865-66  adjourned.   Governor  David  S» 

Walker  signed  it  the  next  day.    The  bill,  as  passed,  read  in  part: 

Whereas,  the  Academy  at  Gainesville  in  Alachua 
Ckunty  has  been  offered  to  the  Seninary  east  of  the 
Sonnnee  river  in  the  ev«it  that  said  Seminary  shall 
be  located  at  that  placet    And  Whereaa,  there  is  a 
large  and  flourishing  literary  institution  now  in 
operation  at  Gainesville*    And  Whereas,  Gainesvillo  ' 
offers  central  position,  acctMlbility  by  railroad, 
a  healthy  location  and  various  other  advantages} 
Therefore, 

Section  1«    3e  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  General 
Assembly  ccaivenedT  iKat  the  Seminary  east  oTthe 
Suwannee  river  be  removed  from  Ocala  in  Maricm  county 
and  the  same  is  hereby  located  at  Gainesville  in 
Alachua  County,  Florida}  ftrovided^  That  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Schools  be  authorized  to  see  that 
the  State  loses  nothing  in  value  of  property  donated 
to  the  Seminary  by  the  transfer  of  the  institution 
£rcm  Ocala  to  Gainesville  ...  • 

Although  Gaix^sville  was  now  the  seat  of  the  East  Florida 
State  Seminary^  the  sentiment  in  Gainesville  bad  n«ver  been  strong 
for  taking  the  sdhool  trrm  Oeala.    This  is  reZlected  in  the  follow- 
ing comnent  from  the  Gainesville  paper,  which  was  made  during  the 
consideration  of  the  biU. 

We  notice  that  a  bill  has  passed  the  Florida 
Senate  proposing  to  change  the  locatim  of  the  Stat* 
Seminary  from  Ocala  to  this  place*    We  do  not  know 
up  to  this  time  idiat  the  final  actton  has  been* 

We  hardly  think  that  such  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature would  be  highly  estimated  by  the  pe<^le  of 
Marion  and  the  Counties  South  of  it;  for  it  would 
look  like  "robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul," 
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^  Laws  of  FlQrlda.  186^-66,  Chap,  llt87,  pp.  50-$l. 


Instead  of  changing  institutions  of  the  kind, 
others  should  be  establi^ed.  ^ 
They  are  certainly  generally  needed* 

This  brief  conment  ia  all  the  Gainesville  papers  had  to  say 
while  the  Legislature  mis  in  session,  concerning  the  renMval.  Al- 
though as  a  comminity  sitie  had  not  sought  it,    one  would  assume 
that  Gainesville  iiculd  be  overjc^ed  in  her  success  in  securing  one 
of  the  two  State  institutions  of  learning.    But  instead  of  head- 
lines aimouneing  the  good  news,  there  is  found  <M)ly  these  few  lines 
infonoing  the  citisens  l^t 

Messrs.  lU^r,  Hall  and  Barrett,  Representatives 
of  this  county,  have  returned  home. 

The  State  SemLnary  has  been  removed  from  Ocala 
to  this  place*    The  stay  law  introduced  failed  to 
pass,  and  in  the  minds  of  some  there  is  a  question 
irtiei^er  the  old  stay  law  still  exists  or  not. 

We  hqpe  to  be  able  to  give  in  our  next  issue  the 
principal  laws  of  importance  i*iich  have  passed. 

The  citisens  of  the  little  town  of  Gainesville,  who  had  only  a 

few  weeks  before  elected  their  first  city  officers, were  unable  to 

a«e  ei^tjr-two  years  ahead  when  the  successor  to  this  institution 

would  have  grown  to  more  than  eighty^ix  hundred  studente*— aRprooci- 

nately  as  many  students  as  there  were  people  in  the  t^de  county  at 

that  time*       To  the  citisens  of  Gainesville,  whidi  «as  still  pretty 

Buch  of  a  pione^  town  at  the  tiiue,  it  aeant  little  nore  than  that 

the  State  would  aid  in  the  support  of  a  local  acadeny*    The  acadeniy 

72 

New        (Gainesville),  January  13,  1866* 
^  Ibid..  January  20,  1866. 
75  Decenber  9,  1865. 

Seventh  Census  of  the  State  of  Florida,  I9h$,  p*  10.  The 
total  population  of  AltSSuaTbonty  inl.'BSrms  8,232. 


h9 


vas  already  in  existenoe.    The  next  session  would  open  und«r  \iie 
Mone  pirineipal,  with  the  saae  £aoultjr#  and  in  the  sane  baildlng* 
There  voold  still  be  ttdtlmi  to  pSQr,  except  for  a  f«r  seholar- 
shlj)  students,— not  so  high,  honever,  since  it  vas  noir  receiving 
money  from  the  State  Seminary  fund,  but  still  enough  to  keep  the 
poorer  children  of  the  caaBaainity  out*    The  only  thing  different 
would  be  the  name*    Instead  of  the  Gainesville  AcadeoQr  it  would 
now  be  called  the  "State  Seminary  East  of  the  &2wannee,"  or  the 
"East  KLorida  State  Seminary*"    The  word  "State"  would  keep  it  trcm 
being  ocuxTused  with  the  Methodist  institution  at  Uieanopy* 

Rerorend  1*  J*  floCormick,  who  had  been  connected  with  thtt 
school  for  several  years,  headed  the  institution  while  fioper  was 
«my  at  the  legislative  session*    Up<»i  Roper  *s  return  fk*oa  Tallahas* 
see  he  again  took  over  ihie  duties  of  principal*    The  New  Era,  on 
June  8th,  1866,  announced  that  the  first  session  of  the  institution 
would  close  CHI  June  22nd,  and  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  had  se* 
cured  the  services  of  the  following  for  the  next  sessions    J*  H« 
Roper,  A.  M*,  Principals  Rev*  W.  J*  MoConaick,  A*  B.,  Frofes&or  of 
Languages,  Moral  Philosoidliy  and  Belles  Lettres}  W.  R*  IloC<»mcll, 
Professor  of  Ibthenatics  and  Natural  Sciences;  Rev.  J*  H*  Tookies, 
Instructca*  in  Fratale  Cepartmentj  and  Mrs*  £•  SBithers,  Instructresa 

ill  Moaic*    The  announcement  was  made  by  S*  McCall,  President  of  the 
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Board  of  Education,  and  J*  C*  Gardner,  Secretary. 

The  New  Era  gave  the  new  instltuti^  valuable  publicity  the 

Near  ^  (Gainesville),  June  8,  X866. 
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foUcmlng  week  vhtsa,  under  the  captioa  "State  Seminary  liaet  of 


Suwannee,"  it  had  to  aa/  conceasiing  the  new  institutiooi 

This  institution,  which  waa  by  an  act  of  the 
last  Legislature  removed  from  Ocala  to  Gainesville, 
is  now  in  a  flourisliing  conditioii.    The  first  ses- 
aion  will  close  with  appropriate  exercises  on  the 
22nd  inst.  and  the  neact  session  will  conmence  on 
the  first  Monday  in  Septeniber  neact.    As  will  be  per- 
ceived by  the  official  notice  from  the  Board  of 
Education,  which  we  publish  in  another  column,  the 
Act  of  the  Legislatxire  removing  the  Seminary  provides 
that  each  County  east  of  the  Suwannee  shall  be  en- 
titled to  send  to  this  instituticHi,  ttiition  free, 
such  numbers  of  scholars  as  the  respective  counties 
may  have  Representatives  in  the  lover  branch  of  the 
Legislature—the  said  sdiolars  to  be  selected  by  the 
County  Conadssioners*   lifill  not  these  officials  act 
in  tlie  mattar?   ^'^e  sincerely  hope  so.    There  are 
many  worthy  young  men  in  every  county  who  lack  the 
means  to  educate  themselves.    Let  thesn  come  forwai*d 
and  sj^cit  the  benefits  which  the  State  offers 
them.T' 

Ihe  first  official  mention  of  the  school  after  its  r«Boval 
to  Gainesville  is  in  the  report,  dated  Noveotoer  let,  1666,  of  Hagji 
A.  Corley,  Register  of  Public  Lands  and  £k  Officio  Superintendent. 
It  readst 

In  pursuance  of  the  Act  approved  January  l6, 
tha  State  Seninary  East  of  the  Suwannee  has 
been  aovsd  from  Ocala  to  Gainesville.   Mr,  J.  H* 

Eoper,  of  Alachua  County,  has  donated  to  the  said 
institution  the  Gainesville  Academy  with  a  lot  of 
SPound  320  x  197  feet. 7° 

The  first  annual  ccoinenoeraent  exercises  of  the  institution  in 
Gainesville  were  held  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  t^e  21st  and  22nd  of 
1866.    Public  eocaminations  were  evidently  conducted  the  first 
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•veiling*    The  Hgr  ^  describes  Friday  evening's  lengthy  progwft 
as  toVLamt 

i  ,  •  The  exhibition  whidi  was  held  on  l^ida  -  nl[^t. 
Has  a  thorough  success.    The  music,  vocal  and  In- 
Btruraental,  by  the  .young  ladit;s  and  misses,  was  all 
that  could  have  been  desired.    The  piecM  war*  se- 
lected Tdth  great  taata,  and  performed  admirably. 

In  this  depwrtawit,  the  institution  is  eKseeding- 
ly  fortunate  in  having  for  sometime  past  secured,  as 
instructress,  the  acconplished  Mrs.  Smithers. 

The  c(»ipositions  and  dialogues  of  the  young 
ladies  and  misses  w«re  well  written,  and  tiie  most  of 
tliaa  read  and  spoken  in  a  style  worthy  of  maturer 
years. 

There  were  some  twenty-five  speeches  delivered 
by  the  boys,  many  compositiais  well  read,  and  a  nuia- 
ber  of  plays  and  characters  acted,  and  sustained  very 
creditably.    The  entire  audience,  wtiich  was  a  very 
large  one,  was  hi^ily  pleased  with  tlie  performances 
of  the  evening.^ 

When  Hugh  A*  Corley,  Register  of  Public  Lands  and  ex  officio 
Si^eriBtanieat  of  Public  Insto^tioa,  made  his  annual  report  on 
Uonaber  1st,  1866,  he  had  not  yet  visited  the  East  Plorida  Semi- 
nary at  its  location.    He  said: 

X  went  to  Gainesville  with  a  view  of  visiting 
the  Seminary,  but  urgent  business  oompelled  me  to  * 
return  imraD  diately,  without  having  accomplished  the 
object.    I,  however,  requested  A.  T.  Banks,  Esq., 
to  visit  the  institution  in  my  stead  and  report  with 
respect  to  its  condition  and  prospect  of  usefulness* 
Itts  report  will  probably  be  received^y  the  tiiue  of 
the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly."" 

On  HovCT4>er  2Utii,  Mr.  Corley  made  his  special  report  coi»«na- 
ing  the  Seminaries  to  the  Senate.    In  regard  to  the  East  Florida 
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— — 

KLorida  Senate  Journal,  1866,  iiepoort  of  the  Kegister  of 
IHiblic  Lands,  pp.  0-^. 


52 


Seminary,  he  reported t 

Archibald  T.  Banks,  Esq.,  at  my  request  visit«d 
the  State  Seminary  East  of  the  Stniannes  at  Gaines* 
ville,  and 

REPCETSt 

That  the  institution  is  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition.    The  nuuabCT'  of  pupils  in  attofidance  is 
seventy-one,  of  which  f  orty-sljc  are  males  and  twen- 
ty^five  are  females.    The  teactiers  in  the  respective 
departments  are  able  and  e3q)erienced,  and  well  quali- 
fied to  discharge  their  duties.    The  recitations  and 
deportanent  of  the  pupils  bear  conclusive  testimorqr 
that  both  the  intellectual  and  moral  training  of  the 
pupils  have  been  confided  to  trust-worthy  hands. 
The  prospect  of  useltilness  is  encouraging.  The 
building  is  in  good  condition,  and  well  adapted  to 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  constructed.    Some  of 
the  counties  have  already  sent  forward  their  bene- 
ficiaries, as  stated  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  institution  will  probably  in- 
duce others  tc  avail  theaselyes  of  the  opportxud.ty 
at  an  early  day. 

The  Principal  of  the  Seminary  reports  the  same 
number  of  schools  /s±g7  stated  by  Mr.  Banks,  and 
represents  the  discipline  of  the  school  as  rigidly 
enforced."^ 

Despite  tliese  r^orts  of  the  (^Inssville  p^ers,  and  Superin- 
t^dent  Corley's  official  report,  the  school  ranained  on  about  the 
same  level  on  which  it  had  been  in  Ocala.    It  attracted  practically 
no  students  outside  of  Alachua  County  and  was  strictly  of  an  el*- 
Btentary  and  hi^  schocd  character.    P  rhaps  the  argtroent  that  Bates 
and  Robinson  made  in  their  minority  report  was  valid.    For  Gaines- 
ville already  had  a  flourishing  academy  before  the  East  KLcM:lda 
Seminary  was  established  in  that  city,  while  Ocala  now  suffered 
for  the  want  of  a  good  acadeny.  .  f* 

Bush,  writing  in  1888,  said  of  this  period  of  the  school's 
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histaryj 

The  object  designed  by  this  removal  seems  hardly 
to  have  been  attained,  for  the  fact  still  jremainad 
that  the  incoae  of  the  seminary  fond  i»s  eaqpended  in 
mAinj^^w<ng  a  local  hig^i  school,  the  counties  within 
the  legal  territory  of  the  seminary  very  rarely  talk- 
ing advantage  of  the  privilege  accojrded  to^em  of 
sending  pupils  £ree  of  charge  far  tiiltion.°* 

Cochran,  speaking  of  the  locatim  of  the  East  Florida  Seninary  in 

Ooal&j»  aaidt 

Here  it  remained  until  1866,  when  it  i»as  removed 
to  Gainesville,  where  for  eleven  years  it  continued 
to  be,  as  before  its  reragial,  but  little  more  than  a 
local  eLfflnentary  school.  ^ 

Ihile  there  is  nothing  to  ^cw  that  Ocala  made  axx^  fight  to 
retain  the  East  Florida  S^ainary  other  than  that  made  by  her  l^i»- 
lators  Jja  Tallahassee,  still  it  can  be  supposed  that  maiqr  of  her 
citiaons  resented  losing  the  ijistitution*    Furthamore^  it  will  be 
remaabered  that  four  senators  and  twelve  repiresentatives  were  op«* 
posed  to  the  Seminarj'-  being  removed  fron  Ocala.    Even  the  Gainesville 
paper  had  remarked  thatt 

We  hardly  think  that  such  an  act  of  the  leglalar* 

ture  would  be  highly  estimated  by  the  people  of  Mari(» 
and  the  counties  South  of  it,®** 

For  this  reason  it  is  not  surprising  that  an  attea9>t  was  ntade 
at  the  Legislative  Session  of  1866  to  return  the  East  florida  Semi- 
nary to  Ocala*    On  December  Uth,  Jctoston  of  Sumter  County^  after 
having  given  notice  earlier,  introduced 
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k  bin  to  b€  entitled  an  act  to  rq?eal  an  act 
entitled  aa  act  to  provide  for  the  reooval  of  Him 
State  Scainary  from  Ocala  to  Gainesville,  tloridam:  .;; 
approved  January  16,  1866.''5 

the  biU  was  read  ihe  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  and  read  the 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  then  jref erred  to  the  Conmittee  csa 

86 

Sdiools  and  Colleges. 

BMM  of  Marian  County,  on  Decwiber  10th,  moved  that  ^ 

«  »  «  the  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an 
•et  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  State  Send.-  . 
nary  Kaet  of  the  Suwannee  frcm  Ocala  to  Gaines- 
ville, Florida,  introduced  by  Mr.  Jo|inst<ai  of  1;  :; 
SiBBter,  be  referred  to  a  Select  CosBiittee  of  . 
five,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Williaaw,  Bates, 
Brokaw,  Stanford  and  Overstreet,  and  that  the 
memorial  from  ihe  Trustees  of  the  East  Florida 
State  S«rdnaj-y,  late  of  Ocala,  now  in  his  hands 
as  chairman  of  a  select  ooramittee,  be  handed 
over  by  him  to  the  said  committee,  also  the  two 
letters  introduced  by  Mr.  Hall  of  Alachua,  the 
one  from  I.  «.  Taylor,  the  other  fron  Mr. 
Tucker  ... 

A  che<&  of  the  lAgialative  Journal  of  the  1865-66  Session  of 
the  Legi^ture  shows  thait  every  mentoer  of  this  special  cojamlt- 
tee  proposed  In  the  Howse  motion,  except  Williams,  voted  against 

88 

awvlng  ihe  East  Florida  Seminary  to  Gainesville  at  that  sessioiu 
William's  vote  was  not  recorded  in  either  cantpj  however.  It  will 

be  remembered  that  he  inroposed  an  anendaent  whidi  can  only  be  in- 
terpreted as  having  been  designed  to  prevent  the  ranovral  of  the 
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Seminary  from  Ocala.      Therefore,  it  is  obvious  that  tliis  was  % 


Florida  House  Journal,  1866,  p.  l8l« 
^  Ibdd.,  pp.  iai-182. 
?J  IbM.,  p.  236. 
ft   Ibid.,  1865-66,  pp.  292-29>. 

Ibid.,  p.  2h9* 


if 


picked  committee  that  would  have  reooMBended  moving  the  Seminary 

back  to  Ocala.    Hawse  was  not  successful  in  this  maneuver,  however, 

as  the  moti(m  did  not  carry* 

At  this  pojbit,  Barrett  of  Alachua  County  moved 

•  •  •  that  the  matters  be  submitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  tftiom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  late 
Trustees  of  State  Seminary,  East  of  the  Sxiwanneei 

AMch  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs*  Bates,  V)iestcott, 
Saxon,  ^ulkner  and  iSilliams  were  ^pointed  said  com- 
mittee.^ 

The  Journal  of  l86$-66  reveals  that  of  this  comnittee  appointed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House,  Saxon  and  Faulkner  had  voted  for  removal 
of  the  ^adeoy  from  Ocala  to  Gainesville,  while  Bates  of  HarlOQ 
County  had,  of  course,  opposed  it*    Williams  is  not  listed  as  votr> 
ing,  althoo^  he  is  knoan  to  have  opposed  the  removal  of  the  S«Bi- 
nary  from  Ocala  at  the  Sessim  previous*    Westcott  was  not  a  member 
of  the  House  at  the  Session  of  1865-66*^  Nothing  is  knovn  of  Wes- 
oott's  opinion  on  the  roooval  question,  but  in  light  of  later  d»- 
velc^anents,  or  rather  lack  of  devel<^3ments,  it  is  probable  that  he 
wished  the  Seminary  to  remain  in  Gainesville* 

'She  Legislature  of  1866  adjourned  four  days  later  on  Deeeiiber 
lUth,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  Legislative  Journal  of  that 
Session  to  indicate  Va&t  the  Comnittee  ever  made  a  report*  Since 
the  Session  was  nearing  its  end,  it  is  likely  that  Barrett  of  Alachua 
knew  that  the  bill  would  die  in  comnittee  if  he  got  it  referred  to  a 
special  coraoittee  not  hand-picked  by  his  colleagues  from  Marion 
County*  ,  >  , 
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It  was  p€rh£^3  now  settled  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ocal* 

that  the   institution  would  ranain  in  Gaineaville.    Hewever,  the 

Inr  of  18$3  placing  the  inatituticai  in  Ocala  had  atatad  that 

•  •  •  the  pr<^>erty  conveyed  as  required  in  the  1st 
section  of  this  Act,  shall  be  used  <xiLy  for  the  Semi- 
nary located  at  Ocala,  and  shall  revert  to  the  dcaiors 
whenever  the  Seminaxy  shall  be  removed  fran  Ocala,^ 

Ihile  the  property  reverted  to  the  donor,  there  was  still  the 

matter  of  the  original  donation  of  ^p.,600,00  and  of  the  damage 

done  the  interests  of  Ocala  through  its  renoval  to  Gainesville. 

The  feeling  that  a  wrong  had  been  coraoitted  against  Ocala  was 

evidently  still  strong  nineteoi  years  later  when  the  Caistitu- 

tiinal  Conventi<m  of  188$  met*    The  COTstitutiai  adopted  by  that 

Convention  provided  in  Article  XVI,  Section  26,  that 

The  Legislattire  may  make  provisiai  for  the  proper 
adjustoent  and  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Ocala  against  the  State  for  certain  aid 
given  by  the  town  of  Ocala  for  the  establishment  of 
the  East  Flcarida  iacBdnary  in  18^2,  and  conditicHial 
vpan  its  location  at  the  said  town*"^ 

Two  years  later  the  Legislature  of  188?  made  an  impropriation 

of  $^,1400. 00  to  settle  Ocala  •&  claim  aj^ainsi  the  State,  iqpecifying, 

however,  that  the  money  should  be  used  "for  the  erection  of  publle 

buildings  and  the  purchase  of  apparatus  necessary  for  carrying  on 
9k 

graded  schools." 

George  Gary  Bush,  writing  In  1888,  one  year  after  this  appro- 

^  ^'aws  of  Florida,  1852-53,  Chap,  509,  Section  2,  p.  8?. 

Constitutional  Conventi<m  of  the  State  of  Florida,  188$, 
Article  XVI,  Sec.  26,  pp.  620-621. 

Laws  of  Florida,  1887,  Chap.  3691,  Section  2,  p.  36.  ; 
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prlatlon  was  voted,  saidt 

One  thcnisand  six  hundred  dollars  of  this  aqppro- 
pariation  was  voted  by  the  tonBi  of  Ocala  to  assist  in 
defraying  the  expense  of  a  building  for  the  colwed 
school,  now  known  as  the  Howard  Academy.    The  balance 
Is  invested,  and  is  to  bejised  in  maintaining  a  high 
school  for  ?rtiite  pupils.^ 

The  East  Florida  Seminary  continued  in  Gainesville  much  as  it 
had  in  Ocala  for  the  first  decade  or  so.    In  1877  Edwin  P.  Cater, 
M.  A.,  was  made  President.    His  long  adioinistraticHn,  lasting 
twenty-two  years,  was  marked  by  bbk^  progress.   Gradiially,  tha 
elementary  courses  vere  dropped,  and  more  advanced  work  added. 
The  faculty  was  ii^oved  as  to  quality  and  quantity  and  new  build- 
ings wm^e  constructed.   By  1363  there  was  a  nomal  depax'tment,  and 
the  school  bad  becone  noted  for  its  military  featxire.  Cochran 
saya,  "It  waa  not  a  oaLlege«  but  a  hi^-grade  secondary  school 

with  the  military  fsatore  and  a  comnercial  and  a  teacher-training 
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department.**       However,  it  contlniu^  to  be  knovm  as  one  of  the 
better  State  supported  schools  of  Florida  until  it  was  aboli^ed 
by  the  Bucknan  Act  of  19(^*    Two  of  the  buildings  of  this  institu- 
tion remain  in  existence  today.    One  is  ovmed  by  the  Methodist 
Chardi  of  Gainesville  and  is  commonly  known  as  Epworth  Hall*  The 
other  has  been  cwiverted  into  Uie  present  lithite  House  Hotel. 

C.    The  West  Floirida  Seminary 

Tallahassee  was  very  anxious  to  secure  the  Seminary  West  of 

Bush,  og;.  cit.,  p.  33,  footnote  2.  ...  ,  . .  j  ^ 

Cochran,  0£.  cit.,  p.  15U. 


58 


toe  SummiM  for  which  the  Aot  of         had  provided.  However, 
there  existed  in  the  town  neither  a  building  nor  equipment  adequate 
for  sueh  a  stdiool.   The  law  had  provided  that  each  Sendnary  would 
be  located  in  the  coiaity  whidi,  in  the  opiniai  of  the  next  General 
Assfflobly,  presented  the  greatest  inducement  for  the  location  of 
the  seminary.    If  a  new  sdiool  building  could  be  erected  and  ade- 
quately equiflfwd,  it  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  drawing  cards 
that  could  be  offered  for  the  locatitm  of  the  Seminary  in  Talla;- 
hassee. 

!nie  City  Council  of  1852  began  seeking  ways  and  means  of  erect- 
ing such  a  building.    At  mae  time  the  City  Camcil  was  negotiating 
for  the  purchase  of  a  building,  but  due  to  lack  of  fUnds  the  ne- 
gotiati<ms  fell  throo^*    In  the  eoca>ro  of  the  search  fOT  funds,  it 
was  discovered  that  the  Fire  Fund  of  the  City  had  an  unappropriated 
balance  of  ^,500,00.    The  City  Council,  tharefore,  through  the 
intendent,  D.  S.  Y.'alker,  petitioned  the  Circtiit  Court  to  order 
this  balance  to  be  paid  to  the  City  Council,  to  be  used  by  them  for 
school  purposes.    The  Court  ordered  the  Master  in  Chancery  In  charge 
of  the  Fund  to  pay  over  to  the  City  Council  the  stun  of  $1,500.00, 
''exclusively  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  a  £r&&  school  or  free 
schools  in  the  City  of  Tallahassee." 

By  January  18^3,  plans  had  been  made  to  build  a  "City  School 
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Leon  Cmnty  Chancery  Case  Pile  ?/1327>  City  of  Tallahassee 
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Bouse"  of  brick,  airf  "of  sudi  dlmensicms  that  it  shall  be  an  ww 

■ent  to  the  City,"    A  subsaription  list  was  being  circulated  in  t 

ttie  City  to  raise  additi<mal  money,  and  the  City  Ccwncll  in  that 
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month  subscribed  ^a.,U00.00  toward  the  new  building. 

It  so  he^pened  at  this  time  that  the  City  owned  a  block  of 

four  lots,  amounting  to  about  ten  acres*    These  lots,  designated 

as  lots  3ii,  35,  ]|0  and  la  in  the  north  half  of  the  county  quarter 

were  located  between  Park  Avenue  and  Jeffersai  Street  on  the  saith- 

cast  comer  of  the  present  caqpus  of  florlda  State  University*  It 

WLB  here  that  the  City  authorities  decided  to  erect  tiie  proposed 
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building* 

Winiam  0.  Dodd  saysi 

The  selectifln  was  not  accepted  without  a  great  deal 
of  outspolcKi  dissent  by  the  citisens*    ObJecti<His  nere 
raised  that  the  locatim  was  not  central  enough,  and 
repeated  suggestions  were  made  that  some  o^ier  site, 
preferably  on  the  present  Park  Avenue,  be  purchased. 
For  some  time  past,  the  plot  containing  the  four  lots 
had  enjoyed  the  popular  appellation  of  "Gallows  Hilly" 
A  jester  who  signed  himself  "Git"  wrote  the  local  paper 
that  he  objected  to  locating  the  school  in  such  un- 
savory surroundings*    Furthermore  the  school  would  be 
inaeoessible,  as  in  wet  weather,  the  low  ground  between 
the  prq;>osed  site  and  the  town  was  iiqpassable*  But 
"Cit*s"  main  objection  was  that  the  site  chosen  was  too 
"near  in*"    The  building  he  thought  ought  to  be  placed 
at  Bel  Air  or  Lake  Bradfcard,  or  at  some  other  point  far 
enough  away  to  prevent  parents  from  boarding  their 
children  at  hmte.    To  all  serious  obJecti<»is,  the  edl- 
tcac  sensibly  relied  that  to  spend  fficmey,  as  yet  insuf- 
ficleat  for  the  building,  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  site. 
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Bloridlan  and  Journal  (Tallahassee),  January  15»  1853* 
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TTOuld  litelly  t>e  to  destroy  the  enterprise  alto-  ^ 
gether.^^ 

The  building  nas  erected  without  delay  and  in  December  of  that 
year,  ia(.  R.  Hayward  in  his  Memorial  to  the  Legislature,  referred 
to  the  building  as  "nearly  coapleted."^   Four  months  later  it  was 
con5)leted  and  ready  for  occupancy. 

The  nvK  school  building  was  undoubtedly  the  laride  of  the  local 
eitisenry*    Indeed,  it  was  most  probeUaly  the  most  imposing  school 
building  witiiin  the  confines  of  the  State  of  Florida.    A  descrip- 
tion of  this  building  is  given  by  lAiUlHi      Dodd,  who  has  d<H» 
extensive  research  in  the  history  of  education  in  Tallahassee. 
Dodd  wrotet 

The  new  school  stood  well  in  front  of  the  present 
lestcott  Building  of  Florida  State  University.  The 
main  body  of  the  structure,  60  feet  Iwig  by  UO  feet 
wide  and  two  stories  high,  was  surmounted  by  a  viooden 
shingle  roof  with  gutters  and  dosm-spouts  of  coppw. 
The  heavy  brick  walls  were  covered  with  cream  tinted 
stucco,  and  the  Ionic  coniice  and  entablature,  as 
well  as  all  other  exterior  wooden  surfaces  except  the 
roof,  were  painted  «}d.te.    The  porch  or  portico,  with 
its  massive  brick  pillars,  also  stuccoed,  was  ap- 
proached by  a  set  of  wooden  steps  five  feet  high, 
extending  the  full  length  of  the  porch.    In  the  in- 
terior, Uie  ceilings  were  twelve  feet  high.  Each 
floor  had  a  "schoolroca"  and  two  smaller  recitation 
rooms,  with  the  necessary  passages  and  openings  for 
stairs.    Leading  Urcm  the  first  to  the  second  floor 
were  two  stairways,  with  cherry  bannisters  and  newels. 
All  windows  were  fitted  with  Venetian  blinds.    The  in- 
terior woodwork,  excepting  the  bannisters  and  newels, 
was  painted  white,  and  the  walls  and  ceilings  were 
painted  in  whitecoat."^^  - .-  .  . 

l«>Ibid. 
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The  school  seems  never  to  have  been  givKi  an  official  naiM«  ^ 
The  first  year  of  its  existence  it  tias  referred  to  as  the  "Citj 
School^"  "Tallahassee  Seminary,"  "City  Seminary,"  "Tallahassee  In- 
stitute" and  the  "Tallahassee  Male  i>aninary."    Rcmerer,  tf.  T.  Payton, 
in  all  his  advertisements  and  announcements,  called  it  the  "Florida 
Institute,"    This  seems  to  have  been  good  psychology  since  it  had 
been  founded  with  the  ambition  of  having  the  State  take  it  over  as 
toe  "Semijoary  ^est  of  the  Suwannee." 

Thcanas  Hayward,  Intand«it  of  the  City  for  1855#  stated  that 

the  Board  of  Tnisteea  vould  be  ooimirised  of  the  City  Council  as 

well  as  the  following  prominent  citisenst    Dr.  Charles  G.  Qaglish, 

J.  Wayles  Baker,  James  Kirksey,  Rev.  D.  iteKeil  Turner,  Francis  Eppes, 

Arvah  Hopkins,  Dr.  Miles  Nash,  and  Norman  Butler.    With  the  ei^t 

Hwmbers  of  the  Council  and  the  Intendent,  the  Board  irould  thus  have 
103 

seventeen  members.        However,  a  city  ordinance  was  passed  on  June 

26th,  1855,  "for  the  permanent  and  more  effective  organieatiai  of 

the  City  Seminary."    Sections  one  and  two  of  tlie  ordinarwe  provided 

that  the  Intendent  and  the  City  Council  constituted  a  Board  of  Trua- 

tees  of  the  "Tallahassee  Seminary,"  but  the  Trustees  "may  seek  the 

lOh 

cooperation  and  advice  of  a  suitable  nmter  of  citizens." 

The  new  school  opened  on  April  30th,  1855,    Dr.  W.  P.  H.  Junius 
was  selected  to  head  the  school,  and  he  had  D.  P.  ClaytOT  as  his 
assistant.    Both  of  these  gentlemen  were  from  South  Carolina,  but 
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,^  Floridian  and  Journal  (Tallahassee),  April  28,  1855, 
Ibid..  Jane  30,  1855. 


little  else  is  known  of  thea.    Dr.  Jiinins  was  reconiBendled  by  a  "Dr* 

Bachman"  of  caiarleeton  arxi  by  a  "Dr.  Henry*'  of  Columbia  College. 

It  is  also  known  that  Dr.  Clayton  had  received  his  education  "at  the 

10^ 

South  Carolina  College."        It  is  not  known  how  many  pupils  wer« 

enrolled  during  this  first  year  of  the  school's  eadstence.    It  is 

lUiUM  that  courses  were  off^ed  in  the  customary  English  branches 

and  in  adraoced  studies  in  classics^  maUiematics  and  science. 

French,  Gemsn,  and  Italian  mire  also  available  to  those  1610  wished 

to  take  them.    The  tuition  for  the  English  branches  was  -512.00  a 
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year  J  for  the  higher  studies,  030.00  annually. 

The  following  suaner,  W,  Y.  Peyton  was  engaged  as  ptrindpal. 

A  Tallahassee  paper  carried  the  news  in  a  story  copied  fron  the 

Richmond  Enquirer  of  August  28^.    It  qaotedi    «H.  Y.  Peyton  of  . 

Williamsburg  has  been  elected  President  cf  Tallahassee  Institute, 

vith  a  permaaent  salary  of  ^^1200.00  a  year.   Mr.  Peyton  holds  the 
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A.  H.  and  B.  L.  degrees  from  vrilliam  and  Mary  Cdl^e.        The  ad:- 

vertis&nent  of  the  Trustees,  which  appeared  a  week  later,  announced 
that  the  trustees  had  retained  Dr.  Junius  as  teacher  of  classics 
and  modem  languages,  and  D.  B.  Cls^rton  as  teacher  of  the  coonon 
branches,  and  that  idiey  had  elected  William  Y.  Peyton  as  Principal. 
Although  t^e  Board  of  Trustees  made  no  distinction  between  the 
titles  of  "principal"  and  "president,"  Peyton  always  referred  to 
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Ibid. 
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Ibid.,  September  8,  18$5« 


himself  as  President  of  Florida  Institute.  '  '* 

Peyton  seeaa  to  have  proven  a  very  energetic  and  vigorous 

president.    He  inraediateLy  divided  the  school  into  the  preparatory 

and  collegiate  departments.    In  the  preparatory  department  wv 

offered  the  subjects  ususaiy  "taught  in  the  Hi^  Schools  and  Afi«r 

dendes."    This  division  was  organised  fey  grading  the  pcqdltf  in  the 

common  branches  and  grouping  them  into  classes.    Students  in  the 

Collegiate  D^)artmKit  were  classifii^  as  nerabersof  the  junior,  the 

middle,  or  the  saii<xp  class.    TMs  department  provided  a  "flOl  and 

entire  course  of  Ancient  Languages,  Mathematics,  and  the  usual  En^ 
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Itsh  branches  taught  in  swuttiem  colleges,"        He  also  built  the 

equiiMiient  of  the  laboratory  by  the  addition  of  a  "new  and  splendid 

109 

set  of  ^paratus,  with  Qiax^s,  Uapa,  etc*"        A  debating  society, 
called  the  Kiilomathean  debating  Society,  was  organized  as  an  extaraf- 
curricular  activity.    He  was  also  responsible  for  issuing  a  catalogue 
of  the  institution.  . 

The  total  enrbllnent  for  the  year  is  not  known,  but  at  onB  time 

i  110 
durii^  the  1955-56  term,  the  Institute  had  about  100  students. 

The  tuition  receipts  for  the  calendar  year  1856  amounted  to  v565«60, 
while  the  City  Council  paid  for  teachers'  salaries  ^^,i|li2.00  addi- 
tional*   Dodd  wrotst 

The  s(iiool  was  far  from  paying  its  own  way.  But 
the  Council,  vdien  they  set  the  tvdtion  fees  at  only  one 
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half  the  customary  charges,  certainly  anticipat«i 
the  resQlting  deficit  and  were  prepared  to  make  it 
up.    This  is  further  evident  from  the  fact  tiiat  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year,  18$6,  the  Council  offered 
to  the  legislature  42,0(X).00  annually  as  part  of 
their  inducemeit  to  locate  the  West  Florida  S«ninary 
in  Tallahassee^^ 

The  second  term  opened  on  October  6th,  18$6,  aaiid  great  plans 

for  future  progress.    The  construction  of  a  gymnasium  on  the  campus 

"for  the  physical  educatiai  of  the  students—*  natter  grossly 
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neglected  in  modem  systems  of  training,"  was  proposed.        It  w 
announced  that  »frt.ends  of  the  InstituUon"  iwuld  petition  the  coin- 
ing Legislature  to  constitute  P lorida  Institute  the  Oniverslty  of 
jlcrlda^  and  to  grant  a  charts  and  state  aid  for  the  purpose,  with 
powers  to  confer  degrees  and  to  grant  honors. 

It  win  be  rcsnembered  that  the  Act  ¥hidi  located  the  East  Flori- 
da SeocUiary  at  Ocala  had  passed  the  Senate  without  a  aissmting  vote 
on  Decenber  23rd,  18^2.        When  the  Act  oame  up  in  the  House,  K.  A. 
Long,  R^resentative  from  Jackson  County,  proposed  the  additiai  of 
Section  2,  i^ich  provided  that  the  Governor  appoint  six  oonraissioners 
from  Middle  Florida,  at  least  three  of  them  frcaa  Wsst  Florida,  who 
^ould  select  a  locatiwi  fear  the  iiest  Florida  Seminary.    The  Act  j 
containing  this  seotiim  was  approved  January  6th,  18^3. 

It  was  probably  Long's  intention  to  wrest  the  prqposed  insti- 
tution from  the  City  of  Tallahassee  by  having  the  selection  not  only 

^  Ibid.,  pp.  25-26. 

^  Floridian  and  Joomal  (Tallahassee) ,  October  U,  1856. 
^  Florida  Senate  Journal,  1852-53,  p.  15U. 

££  ^orida.  1852,  Chap.  509,  pp.  87-88. 


postpcmed  but  also  plac«d  in  the  hands  of  a  comittee*  However, 
this  played  directly  into  the  hands  of  Tallahassee  for  it  gave  thai 
city  time  in  which  to  select  grounds  and  erect  a  school  building 
to  include  in  her  hid  faac  the  state  school* 

?Or  sooe  reason*  OovOTnop  Broome  did  not  ayppoint  the  ineBJber- 
ship  of  the  autliorized  eonaiissioaa  fca*  more  than  twenty  raonths—  , 
Aagust  18th,  lQ$h*^^   It  was  not  until  Jfoveaber  23rd  that  all  had 


qualified.    Since  the  neact  session  of  the  Leglaaature  m»  to  begin 
on  Noveniaer  27th,  there  wers  only  four  days  left  for  a  reconmcnda!- 
tion*    Governor  Sroorae  was  a  citizen  of  TaUahassM  at  the  time  of 
his  election  to  the  office  of  governor,  and  it  is  possible  that  his 
inaction  was  not  entirely  due  to  poor  memory. 

There  is  no  record  that  this  ooamittee  ever  to<*  suay  action, 
and  when  the  Lefiislature  met  a  few  days  later,  the  delegatiais  from 
Le<m  and  Jackson  Oouzxties  seem  to  have  taken  the  matter  in  hai^* 

When  the  liOglslatare  met  In  late  Nov«nb«r  ot  I85h,  three  cities 

aide  bids  for  the  Seoinary.   A  MMorial  from  the  City  of  Qolncy^  . 

li^iich  consisted  of  resolutions  adapted  by  the  citisens  of  the  tcmcip. 

came  before  the  Flouse  on  January  Uth,  1855,  and  wis  referred  to  a 

special  comnittee  whose  bill  to  locate  the  Seminary  in  Quin*^  died 
116. 

on  the  calendar*        Mariama  also  presented  a  memorial  but  it  is 
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Secretary  of  State's  Record  of  Caranlssiwis,  The  Coramls- 

sioneirs  were  Rev.  dT*P«  Everett,  iialkcsr  Anderson,  Rev.  Jesse  Coe, 

C.  H.  Dupont,  IfilllaBn  J.  Bailey,  and  Rev.  R.  J.  Mays.    C.  H.  Dupont 

declined  the  appointnient  and  J.  U.  W.  Davidson  was  named  in  his 

place.  ^ 
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Florida  House  Journal,  I851t,  pp.  230-232. 
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not  now  in  existence.        However,  a  study  of  ttie  records  of  the 

General  Assasblies  of  165U  and  18$6  show  that  Uarianna  was  very 

intent  <m  getting  the  school  for  herself,  or  at  least  preventing 

Tallahassee  from  securix^g  it» 

The  City  Council  of  Tallahassee,  through  its  Intendent,  tfil- 

liam  R.  Hayward,  addressed  a  senorial  to  the  legislature  at  its 

185U  session.    It  was  presented  to  the  Senate  by  Medicus  A.  Long 

of  Le<m  County  as  part  of  his  ndnority  report  of  the  Cosiaittee  on 

Schools  and  Colleges,  of  which  J.  T*  Myrlck  of  Jackson  Coimty  was 
118 

Chairman.        In  the  majority  report.  Senator  Myrick  had  proposed 
that  the  seminary  fkinds  be  distributed  to  all  the  counties  of 
West  Flmdda  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  acadeny  in  each 
county*   Senator  Long  of  Letm  County  pointed  out  in  the  minority 
report  thatt   First,  the  nain  intention  of  the  lav  of  1851  was  to 
set  up  two  seminaries  for  the  purpose  of  training  teachers  for  the 
Gomoa  schools,  and  that  county  acadaaies  without  trained  teachen 
would  be  useless.    Second,  that  if  the  inccoe  of  the  seminary  fund 
were  to  be  distributed  to  all  fourteen  counties  of  West  KLorida, 
eadi  county  irould  receive  about  si«128.00.    IMs  would  be  of  little 

ns 

help*  -'  :\.->r  ■ .  -  ^  ■ 

In  the  same  minority  report,  the  Tallahassee  City  Couiu::il  of- 
fered the  foUcwing  indaceaents  for  locating  ^e  Seminary  in  Talla- 
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hasseet    the  groBing  jx^wlation  of  the  city  and  of  Leon  County;  its 
easy  accessibiUty,         though  Tallahassee  was  not  at  the  geogr*- 
phical  center  of  West  KLoridaj  its  situation  in  a  prosperous  groiring 
section,  thus  ensuring  cheap  board  to  students}  and  its  distinction 
of  being  the  seat  of  the  state  government,  which  would  make  it  pos- 
sible for  the  Seminary  to  be  under  the  close  sipervision  of  the 
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Governor  and  the  General  Assembly. 

The  financial  inducements  offered  by  Tallahassee  were:  First, 
the  SUB  of  $10,000,00  to  be  paid  in  part  by  the  deeding  of  ten 
acres  of  land  with  a  new  college  building  nearing  completion,  which 
was  valued  at  about  $7,000.00.    The  balance  of  the  110,000.00  after 
a  fair  appraisal  of  the  property  was  to  be  paid  in  cash.  Second, 
the  sum  of  !|1,500.00  per  year,  as  long  as  the  instituUoo  was  in 
existence,  was  to  be  paid  to  defray  the  tuition  expenses  of  the 
(diildren  of  Tallahassee  in  such  aaniier  as  should  be  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  governing  board  of  the  institution  and  the  corporate 

121 

authorities  of  Tallahassee. 

Along  with  this  memorial.  Senator  Long  introduced  a  bill  which 
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provided  fOT  the  location  of  ihe  Seminary  in  Tallahassee.  The 

next  day,  upon  its  second  reading.  Senator  Hyrick  of  Holmes  and 

laAington  Counties  moved  that  it  be  postponed  indefinitely.  This 

123 

motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  ten  to  six.        In  the  meantime,  « 


similar  bill,  after  quite  a  bit  of  opposition,  was  passed  in  the 

Hovise  of  Representatives  on  January  $th,  1855»  by  a  vote  of  nin«- 
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teen  to  eleven,  and  vas  certified  to  Uie  Senate  toe  same  day. 
There  seemed  to  be  no  question  of  its  fate,  for  the  Senate  had  just 
defeated  Senator  L<x«*s  bill.    Accordingly,  wh«i  the  bill  i»b  final- 
ly  acted  upon  on  January  10th,  only  two  senatOTS  voted  for  its 
passage.    Needless  to  aay,  one  of  these  two  was  Senator  Lrasg  of 
Leon.    The  other  was  Senator  Hawes  of  the  17th  District  (St.  Johns 
and  PutiMua).^^    The  vote  was  eleven  to  two.    Thus  the  natter  of 
locating  and  setting  up  the  T«est  Florida  Seminary  was  effeotiveSjr 
killed  until  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  two  years  later. 

The  Legislature  met  again  on  Moreoiber  2Uth,  1856.    Jackson  . 
County  was  r^ureaented  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Henry 
Pope,  Joseph  P.  Rculhac,  and  Henry  H.  Slaton.    Leon  County  was  re- 


presented by  Qeorge  >..  ParkhiU,  Lucian  S.  Duval,  Charles  P.  Chairs, 

cas  1 
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and  Peres  B.  Brokaw.        The  soiator  from  Leon  County  was  Thcnpson 


B.  Lamar,  while  Isaac  >/elch  represmted  Jackson  County. 

On  December  Uth,  the  sjpeaker  of  the  Ikuse  of  Representar 

tives  laid  before  the  House  Ihe  comauni  cation  of  P^aiwis  S^jpes,  the 
InteMoit  of  the  City  of  Tallahassee.    It  was  read  and  referred  to 
tiie  Comsittee  on  Schools  and  Colleges.        The  menorial  was  exactly 

I2I4 

TOt  House  Journal,  IS^U,  p.  2$U. 
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the  saae  as  the  one  presented  two  years  befoire,  except  that  Talla- 
hassee now  offered  ii;2f000*00  anniial  pa,^ii^t  toward  the  support  of 
the  sdiool  instead  of  tba  H^^.OO  pervioualy  offered. 

On  Dooenber  17th,  18^6,  t^e  C(xnRilttee  on  schools  and  Colleges 
made  their  report  to  the  House*    The  C<»nmittee  of  which  Daniel  A* 
Vogt  of  l^ion  County  was  chaiz^nan  ree<»msended  the  acceptance  by 

the  General  .Issembly  of  "the  liberal  offer  by  the  City  Council  of 
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Tallahassee  for  t^e  location  of  the  proposed  Serainary*"  The  re- 
port was  acconpanied  by  a  bill  to  put  this  recoosn^ation  into  law* 

Pope  at  this  time  ga^e  a  joincnrity  report  in  itixda  he  recoaocneDded 
the  locating  of  the  school  at  Uarianna  after  pointing  out  the  dl»* 

advantages  of  Tallahassee,  and  the  adyantages   Karianna  had  to  of- 
130 

fer.       iaong  the  disadvantages  of  Tallahassee  for  the  looatioQ  of 
^e  Seminary,  he  pointed  out  that  the  dinate  of  Tallahassee  was  ~- 
disagreeable,  the  torni  an  unhealtl^  place,  and  that  it  had  a  bad 
BBM  for  estnnngnee* 

At  this  tinte,  Roolhac  made  a  notion  to  table  the  najorlty  re- 
cooaaattdation.    This  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  twelve  to  twenty,^''"  The 
bill  came  up  for  its  second  reading  on  the  same  day  under  a  waiver 
of  rules*    At  tMs  tine,  Roulhac  was  successful  in  getting  it  re- 
ferred to  a  select  cosnmittee  of  five  consisting  of  himself,  Duval 
of  Leon,  Cani|A}ell  of  Walton,  HoQueoi  of  lladis(»i,  asad  Oonzal»  of 

129 

Ibid.,  pp.  11»9-150. 

131  ■ 
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Escambia.'^^   It  will  be  noted  that  three  of  these  were  trca  West 

Florida,  while  only  two,  Duval  and  McQueen,  were  from  Tallahassee 

or  east  of  Tallahassee.    In  a  countermove,  Parkhlll  of  Leon  secured 

the  addition  of  five  mentoers  to  the  comittee— all  from  counties 
133 

east  of  LeoQ.        These  were  to  be  members  of  the  standing  caamittee 

of  the  House  on  Sdiools  and  Colleges*    On  Decetfiaar  23rd  the  select 

eoMlttee  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  favorably*    The  report 

was  signed  by  Vogt  of  Marion  as  chairman,  Fontane  of  Mwiroe,  McLeary 

13U 

«f  HMiison,  Doval  of  Leon,  ard  McQueen  of  Madison.        A  minoril^ 
report  was  presented  the  same  day  which  reconm^ided  that  the  bill 
not  be  passed*   IMs  report  was  signed  by  Roulhac  of  Jackson,  Gaap" 
bell  of  '<^taQ,  Gonzalez  of  Escambia,  and  Pope  of  Jackson.  Fi- 
nally, on  Decenber  2lith,  1856,  the  bill  came  to  a  final  vote  in  the 
House.    Canipbell  of  Walt<m  immediately  moved  that  the  bill  be  post- 
poned  to  January  1st.    Howerrer,  this  did  not  cairy.    A  vote  was  taken, 
and  the  bill  declared  passed  by  a  vote  of  twenty-three  to  four* 
Those  voting  against  it  were  Can^bell  of  fialton.  Cousins  of  C(^ixmbia, 
Mims  of  Santa  Hosa,  and  Smithson  of  Cdliunbia.    Roulhac  and  Pope  of 
Jackson  County  did  not  vote*    It  is  noteworthy  that  Johnsa:i  and  >1il-> 

son  of  Qadsden  voted  for  the  bill*    Davidson  of  Gadsden  is  not  re- 

136 

corded  as  voting  in  either  camp.  ' 
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Ibid.,  p.  158* 

•^j*  Ibid.,  p.  161.  ,r 
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The  bill  passed  iiie  Senate  on  the  last  day  of  the  sessim,  ■ 
Decenfcar  27th,  1856,  by  a  vote  of  ten  to  six*    Those  roting  against 
the  bill  and  their  respective  districts  treret    Senators  Broolcs  of 
District  1  (Escambia),  Duncaa  of  District  12  (Lafayette  and  Taylor), 
Pishsr  of  District  2  (Santa  Rosa  and  lalton),  McElvey  of  District  7 
(Liberty  and  Wakulla),  Tracy  of  District  15  (Bradford  and  Clay),  and 
Welch  of  District  3  (Jackson). 

Those  voting  for  the  bill  weret    Senators  Baker  of  District  1^ 

(Marion),  Brins(xi  of  District  11  (Hamiltcxi  and  Sunannee),  Eppes  of 

District  5  (Calhoun  and  Flranklin),  Eubanks  of  District  20  (Volusi* 

and  Orange),  Hopkins  of  District  Ih  (Coliunbia),  liaves  of  District 

17  (St.  Johns  and  Putnam),  Keitt  of  District  18  (Duval),  Lsbbu*  of 

District  8  (Leon),  licaride  of  District  9  (Jefferson)  and  Dell  of 
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District  13  (Alachua  and  Levy).  ,j  • 

138 

Qovernor  Brocne  approved  the  bill  aa  January  Ist,  1857* 
Thus  the  West  Florida  Seminary  had  becme  a  reality  vlth  Tallahasss* 

its  permanent  location.  ■  » 

According  to  the  l«r  of  Jantiary  2Uth,  1851,  the  fjrovisions  of 
Tihich  were  carried  av&c  into  tlie  Act  of  January  1st,  1857>  the 
Governor  was  required  to  appoint  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees for  UitB  institution.    In  additicm  to  these  three,  there  were  to 
be  two  ex  officio  member*a— the  Register  of  Lands  in  his  capacity  as 
State  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Leon 
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County  as  County  Superintendent,    Ckuvernor  Broome  appointed  to  tJie 

board  D,  UcNeil  Turner,  Francis  Eppea,  am  Theodore  ft,  Brevard— all 

Tallahasseans.    The  ex  officio  members  were  David  S,  Walker,  State 

Superintendent,  and  David  W.  Gwynn,  eac  officio  County  Superintendait 
139 

of  Leon  County* 

It  WAS  to  this  first  Board  of  Education  of  toe  West  Florid* 
SflBinary  that  Francis  Eppes  as  Intendent  of  the  City  of  Tallahassee 
on  April  Ist,  1857,  deeded  lots  3h,  35»  i*C>  and  I4I  in  the  north  one- 
half  of  the  county  quarts:,  and  the  new  college  bxiildlng,  irtiich  had 
been  recently  completed.    The  deed  states  that  the  a^aisers  of 

the  pjroperty  "had  fixed  the  price  and  valuatiai  of  the  said  lots  and 

liiO 

collie  edifice  at  ten  thousand  dollars,"        iVhether  this  was  too 
high  an  appraisal  is  not  knova.   However,  it  relieved  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  paying  In  caA  approodLmately  ?!;3 ,000,00  which  they  had  antici- 
pated in  their  memorial  to  the  Legislature, 

The  smooth  transition  from  the  I^lorida  Institute  to  the  West 
Florida  Senjlnary  was  probably  due  to  President  Peyton     careftil  or- 
ganizaticxn  and  efficient  direction  of  the  earlier  school.    No  change 
was  necessary  and  it  is  likely  none  was  made  in  the  administration. 

In  May,  1857,  on  account  of  ill  health.  President  Peyton  sub- 
mitted his  resignati(»  to  the  Board.    Dodd  reoarked  of  thist 

This  was  indeed  a  misfortune  for  the  school.    In  the 
annals  of  the  West  Florida  Seminary,  President  Peyton  is 
Qititled  to  the  distinction  of  being  not  only  the  first 
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presidait  of  the  seninary,  but  certainly  osie  of  tt« 
ablest  of  its  long  line  of  administrative  head»#**** 


The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  West  Florida  Sminary  chose  its 

lit2 

own  chairman.  Rev.  D.  MeSeLl  Turner,  to  succeed  Mr.  Peyton.  Ed- 
ward Hcyiston  was  appointed  to  the  board  to  fill  the  unexpired  term 
of  Tomer,  and  David  S.  Walker  was  elected  to  the  chaix^nanship  of 
the  board.    Rev.  Turner  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnroh 
in  Tallahassee  since  185U  and  had  worked  hard  for  the  cause  of  eda- 
eation  in  Tallahassee. 

During  the  first  year  of  its  existence  the  West  KL«rida  Seminary 
was  <^en  oiLy  to  males.    However,  there  had  been  in  existence  in  the 
city  of  Tallahassee  for  a  nmtoec  of  years  an  institution  called  tha 
Leon  Female  Acadenjy.    Since  the  city  had  obligated  itself  to  pay 
$2,000.00  per  year  for  the  education  of  its  children  at  the  rtest 
Florida  Seminary,  it  larobably  felt  \uiable  to  support  the  local  inr- 
stitution.    F'urtheimore,  if  the  Seminary  should  estabUiA  its  own 
feoiale  department,  it  would  likely  ruin  the  acadenqr*    So  it  seeiMd 
the  logical  thing  for  the  TSest  Florida  Seninary  to  absorb  the  Leon 
Female  Academy.  ^. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  West  Florida 
Seminary  on  June  lUth,  18$8,  it  was  "Resolved  that  flrom  and  after 
Uie  first  day  of  October  next,  females  as  well  as  males  shall  re- 
ceive instruction  in  said  Seminary,  and  that  a  suitable  building 

iia 
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wUl  be  provided  for  the  Female  Department."        Oa  the  sase  day 
tto  Caty  ttottncil  in  session  "Resolved  that  after  October  1  neact, 
the  Sesainary  may  receive  as  pupils  all  the  children,  male  and  fe- 
aile«  above  the  age  of  sevm,  pernanently  residing  in  the  City,  and 
the  City  win  pay  tuition  fees  to  the  Sendnary  to  the  eactent  of  |6,25 
per  quarter  for  each  child,"  » 

Ibe  "suitable  buildinij"  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph 

ms  provided  six  weeks  later  «at  a  maeting  of  all  the  Trustees  of 

US 

Leon  Female  Acadeny,  on  July  26,  18$8."        At  thie  meeting  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Leon  Fenale  Academy  agreed  to  traosfer  to  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  .^est  ilorida  Seminary  the  entire  — nageiwint 
and  control  oi  the  Leon  Feaale  Aoadeny,  and  to  convey  to  the  Board  of 
the  Seminary  the  Acadeny's  real  pr«^?erty,  on  the  condition  and  ao- 
carding  to  the  agreements  already  entered  into  between  the  board  and 
the  trustees.  -.!-'»• 
Dodd  wrote  of  this  agreement! 

f      The  basic  agreeaenta  of  the  Board  were,  first,  to 
etmsUtute  the  Female  Aeedcmy  a  part  of  the  Seminary; 
eeeood,  to  "apply,"  that  is,  to  expend  on  the  female 

department,  a  due  proportion  of  the  funds  derived  flroa 

all  sources,  including  specifically  the  Seminary  Fund 

ana  the  sum  of  ^2,000.00  paid  annually  to  the  Seminary 

by  the  city  authcarities,  so  that  the  teachers  of  both  ) 

the  male  and  femAe  departmwts  should  be  employed  and 

paid  in  the  same  manner  in  all  respects. 

The  Board  further  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Academy  iiie  sum  of  ^295»00,  with  ctxnpaond  in- 

^  Ibid.,  June  26,  18$8. 

^  Ibid.    . .  , 
1U5  """" 

'bounty  Deed  Book  M,  p»  113« 
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terest  at  8  per  cent  from  January  8,  I85l»  which  had 

been  borrowed  for  the  purposes  of  the  Academy]  and 

to  pay  to  D.  C.  Wilson  the  sum  of  <^»Q0,  and  to  D.  , 

C*  Wilson.as  agent  for  Rubin  F«  Correll  the  sum  of 

$30.00.^^ 

Medicus  A.  Laog,  President  of  the  Trustees  of  Lecm  Feoale 

Acadeiq7,  by  a  deed  dated  July  27»  1658,  conveyed  to  the  Board  of 

BduoatLon  of  the  ii<est  Florida  Seminary,  lots  216  and  217  in  the 

fioi>th  Additlwi  of  Tallahassee  "said  lots  being  the  same  whereon 

the  Leon  Faoale  AcadetiQr  building  stands,"  provided  that  if  the 

lest  Florida  Seminary  is  ever  removed  from  Tallahassee,  the  title 

of  said  lots  i^oold  revert  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Leon  Female 
li*7 


The  Seminary  opened  for  the  fall  terra  on  September  20th,  18$8» 
This  was  the  first  session  under  the  new  organization.    D«  licNeil 
Turner  was  the  presidant  of  the  male  department*    He  probably  had 
the         teachers  as  the  previous  year.  Rev*  John  C<  Long,  A.  M*, 
A*  U  O'Brien,  A.  M.  and  W«  1.  Woodward.    The  head  of  the  femal* 
departoentf  J<^  A*  Grant,  had  died  on  August  2nd,  and  A*  L* 
0*Brlen  had  been  appointed  to  his  position  as  Supervising  Principal* 
"The  staff  of  the  Female  Department  as  announced  were  A*  L*  O'Brien, 
Classics  and  Mathematicsi  Urs*  L«  £•  Grant,  Higher  Ehgli^  Branches; 
Miss  C*  ^ith.  Preparatory  Departmenti  Mrs*  Grant,  Ifusic  and  Orna- 
mental Branches*    The  tuition  was  the  same  in  both  the  male  and 
female  departmente*""^ 

Dodd,  0£.  cit«.  Part  XI,  p*  26. 
Ibid.,  pp.  26-27«  -    .  -  . 
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It  appears  that  the  C^Binaty  entered  aii  era  of  prosperity  £roa 
the  very  beginning  of  the  new  arranganent.    From  i30  papils  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term  the  enrollment  rose  to  aore  than  200  by  mid- 
year*   As  more  than  half  of  the  students  were  girls,  the  Fesnale  De- 
li*? 

partment  was  stariously  overcrcBided. 

The  success  of  the  school  was  substantiated  by  a  report  made 
by  the  State  Senate  Goosaittee  on  Schools  and  Cc^eges  >«hcn  they 
▼isited  the  school  on  December  23rd,  18$8,  upai  the  occasion  of  the 
raid-year  public  examinations.    The  chairman  said:  '  > 

The  result  of  the  visit  has  been  very  gratifying^ 
The  neat  and  orderly  appearance  of  the  school  roau, 
and  Uie  parfect  decorum  of  the  pupils,  attest  the  super- 
vising care  of  an  able  and  faithful  sup«rintezidffint|  and 
the  ready  and  intciligent  answers  of  the  diildren  during 
their  exaainations,  not  only  reflect  great  credit  both 
upon  themselves  and  upon  their  teac!Tcrs,  but  also,  give 
e<ridence  that  they  are  being  trained  undrar  a  system  of 
education  that  is  eminently  calculated  to  develop  all 
the  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  fit  them  for  all  the 
walks  of  life. 

And,  did  not  your  coamittee  feel  some  reluctance, 
in  hazarding  an  opinion  \ip<xi  a  matter  of  niiich  they  have 
Ijad  so  limited  an  opportunity  of  Judging,  they  would  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  tlie  State  Seminary,  in  Tallahassee, 
to  be  equalled  by  few,  and  surpassed  by  none  of  a  similar 
class  in  our  country* 

Tour  Conmittee  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
this  Legislatxire  enpower  the  Board  of  Education  in  this 
place,  to  confer  collegiate  degrees  upon  those  young  men 
irtio  shall  desire  to  complete  their  education,  at  this 
ScBinary,  and  thus  obviate  the  necessity  of  resorting 
to  colleges  in  other  States  for  that  purpose.-^^O 


11*9 

Ibid.,  December  k,  1858. 

150 

Florida  Seriate  Journal,  1858,  pp.  215-216. 


n 


The  coamittee's  reconmendation  that  the  lest  Florida  Saainary 
be  anpo*ered  to  grant  collegiate  degrees  was  not  put  into  effect 
until  December,  18$9*    An  Act  of  December  22nd,  1859,  authorised 
the  liest  Flcarida  Sminary  to  eonfer  degrees  after  Jatmary  lat^ 
1860.^ 
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CHAPTER  m 
SBCTIOm.  RIVALRY  IN  HIGim  EDUCATION 

The  period  from  188U  to  1905  was  characterized  by  a  rapid 
growth  in  poinilation  and  generally  prosperous  economic  cozKiiticms 
in  the  state.    One  consequence  of  this  was  an  acceleration  in  the 
developDaent  of  camnxi  schools  which  prepared  many  students  for 
entrance  into  Institutitms  of  higher  learning. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  period  FLoorida  had  two  state  insti- 
tutions of  learning  in  qperatioa.    Since  they  were  necessarily 
small  and  inade<riately  financed,  it  would  seem  that  a  better  policy 
would  have  been  to  eaqpaiKi  the  estaULislied  schools  rather  than  to 
have  created  new  schools.    Howerer,  i^is  was  not  the  case  and  by 
1905  the  state  was  either  maintaining  or  contributing  to  the  main- 
t&iance  of  six  institutions. 

Local  pride— the  desire  for  every  section  of  the  state  to 
have  its  own  institution— was  probably  the  main  reason  behind  this 
state  expansion  of  higher  educati<»i.    It  may  be  noted  that  every 
institution,  with  the  e»seption  of  the  f lorida  Agricultural  College 
at  Lake  City,  was  originally  begun  as  a  private  or  local  public 
school.    Then,  throu^  local  political  presmire,  the  state  was  often 
persuaded  to  take  over  the  acMinistration  of  local  schools.  The 
good  business  conditions  incident  to  the  general  prosperity  through- 
out toe  nation,  and  particularly  in  a  new  and  growing  state,  made 
this  comparatively  easy  to  accon^li^.    The  fact  that  Florida  was 
still  a  pioneer  state  and  conditicms  of  travel  were  poor  also  had 
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its  effect  in  multiplying  the  mmber  of  schools* 
A*    The  Florida  Agricultiiral  College 

The  Florida  Agricultural  College  tos  one  of  the  feir  state  ix*- 
stitutlons  that  did  not  originate  as  a  local  acadeny.    It  owed  its 
establishment  to  the  fact  that  Congress  had  made  an  agricultural 
land  grant  for  ttie  establirtiment  of  this  type  of  school  in  all  of 
the  states.    The  need  for  such  an  instituti(Hi  was  thus  called  to 
the  attention  of  the  people  of  Iflorida*    Many  Floridians  felt  that 
it  vould  be  *poor  business"  to  torn  down  the  offer  of  aid* 

Although  the  Florida  Agricultural  College  iias  not  actually  es»- 

tablished  until  IdSk,  it  nay  be  said  to  hare  had  its  beginnings  in 

a  Congressional  Act  Act  enacted  July  2nd,  1862,    By  tois  same  Act 

ihm  •  there  was  granted  to  eadi  State  thirty  thousand 
acres  of  land  for  each  Senator  and  Representative  of 
said  State  under  the  census  of  i860. 

The  Act  further  provided  that  the  interest  on  this  fund  was  to  be 

used  to  establish  and  (^perate  at  least  one  college  in  the  state 

with  the  primary  purpose  of  teaching  "such  branches  as  are  related 

to  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts."    However,  this  did  not  preclude 

the  teaching  of  sciaatifiOf  dassioal  and  military  subjects.*'' 

Since  this  Act  was  passed  during  the  War  BStireen  the  StatM^ 

and  Florida  did  not  consider  itself  in  the  Union  at  tlie  time  o£ 

passage,  nothing  had  been  done  to  take  advantage  of  the  Act.  Five 

years  sifter  the  cessation  of  hcMitilities,  January,  1670,  Gmemcr 

Reed  said  in  his  message  to  the  Legislatures 

^  ^orlda  Senate  Jo\irnalj  1883,  Message  of  Governor,  p.  31. 


80 


By  an  act  of  Congress,  Jlorida  is  enUtled  to  ninety 
thousand  acres  of  public  lands,  for  the  establishment 
of  an  agricultural  college.    Under  the  decision  of 
the  Departmeit  of  the  Interior,  we  may  cfetain  scrip 
for  this  amount  of  lands,  to  be  located  anywhere  on 
the  public  danain.    On  a  personal  applicatiai   at  th«        -  ' 
General  Land  Office,  I  wis  informed  toat,  upon  author- 
ity being  granted  by  the  Legislature  to  receive  the 
scrip,  it  would  inmediately  be  issued.    The  scrip  will 
sell  in  the  market  £ot  ninety  cents  per  acre,  and 
yield  §81,000,  whidi  is  required  to  be  invested  either 
la  the  innediate  constmctiwi  of  the  college  or  in 
interest  bearing  bonds  for  that  purpose,  when  the  work 
shall  be  undertaken.    I  recommend  immediate  actitxi  in 
this  behalf,  so  that  the  fund  may  be  accumulating  at  . 
3kS  oarly  a  period  as  possible.* 

The  next  m<mth,  February,  1870,  the  Legislature  passed  the  act 

3 

*iich  established  the  Florida  Agricultural  College.     This  act  pr<^ 
vided  for  a  board  of  trustees  authorised  to  receive  £rom  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  the  la»l  scrip  whidi  had  been  voted  by 
Congress,  and  to  "sell  «id  assign  the  scrip,  or  locate  and  there- 
after transfer  and  convey  the  lands, and  use  ten  per  cent  of  the 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  far  the  purchase  of  a  site  for 
an  ejqjerimental  farm.    The  balance  of  the  proceeds  was  to  fora  a 
permanait  fUiKi,  and  the  trustees  were  directed  to  invest  it  "in  the 
atooks  of  the  United  States,  or  in  some  of  the  States  of  ttie  Union, 
bearing  an  anmal  interest  of  not  less  than  six  per  cent  on  a  pap 
value. Neither  principal  nor  interest  could  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase,  erecticai,  or  repairs  of  any  building,  nor  for  any  pwpose 


Ibid.,  1870,  Message  of  Governor,  p»  22* 
Laws  of  Florida,  1870,  Chap.  1776,  pp.  U$-U9. 
Ibid.,  Sec.  7,  p*  h6. 
Ibid.,  Sec.  8,  p«  lt6. 


other  than  that  expressed  in  the  plan  of  establi^ent.    The  Cdll^« 

was  to  be  located  as  near  the  c«ater  of  the  State  as  p<M8ibley  and 

the  trustees  nere  required  to  secure  by  gift  or  purchase  a  tract  of 

land  of  not  less  than  100  acres,  "to  be  used  as  an  experimental 

ftoBf  or  for  the  location  of  vork^ops,  or  otherwise  to  promote  the 

6 

objects  of  the  institutioi," 

The  president;  |irofessors  and  superint^idonts  of  the  College 
were  to  be  chosen  by  the  board  of  trustees.    Each  county  was  to 
have  the  ri^t  to  send  as  nany  students  to  the  College  without 
tuiticm,  as  it  had  representatives  in  the  General  Assanbly*  Thea* 
soholarchip  students  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  county  board  of  pub* 

lie  instruction  "from  amoog  the  sK>st  advsmced  pupils  in  the  cOTimon 

7 

aod  M£>>  sciiools  who  shall  present  th^selves  as  candidates*"  The 

pupils  seileoted  nnst  be  "those  best  qualified  as  to  scholastic  at- 

8 

tainments,  good  health,  and  upright  moral  character*"     Before  ad- 
mission to  college  they  w^e,  hcnrever,  to  be  re-examined  and  ap- 
proved by  the  faculty*    If  the  county  board  failed  to  make  selectiims, 
as  the  law  required,  pupils  holding  high  rank  in  the  schools  in  their 
county  could  apply  in  person  to  the  faculty  for  examination  and  ad- 
mission to  the  College. 

The  board  of  trustees  had  to  report  annually  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instructicm,  aM  he,  in  turn,  was  supposed  to  trans- 

6 

Ibid*,  Sec.  10,  p*  h7» 

^  Ibid*.  Sec.  16,  p*  U8. 

8 

Ibid*. 


■it  a  copy  of  the  report  to  all  other  colleges  endowed  by  the  Act 
of  Congress  creating  agricultural  college  lands*   !Die  becretary  of 
the  Interior  was  also  supposed  to  receive  a  copy,  as  well  as  boith 
Houses  of  Congress.    Further  provisions  stated  that  "tiie  Legisla- 
ture may  add  other  departments  of  learning  to  this  college  whax 

9 

the  endowments  of  such  departnents  shall  have  been  provided  fcr." 

Anotter  provision  stated  "the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  ^lall 

constitute  an  examining  conmittee  with  poMr  to  investigate  th» 

affairs  of  the  college  and  the  corporation,  and  to  appoint  proxies 

10 

to  act  in  their  stead." 

The  law  provided  that 

Ihu  J«  Keyser,        D«  Bloodiam,  0.  Br<»ison,  Chandler  H« 
aoiith,  John  L.  Requa,  J*  H.  Roper,  C.  H.  Pearce,  C. 
Thurston  Chase,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 

hereby  constituted  a  body  corporate  by  the  name  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Florida  Agricultural  College.  .  • 

▲  msaber  of  these  names  are  faoiliart   Willi«a  D.  BloodiaB  ws 
a  proBlnent  Leon  County  citiasm  ^ttbo  was  later  to  achieve  the  singu- 
lar honor  of  being  twice  elected  governor  of  Florida— an  honor 
whi(&  no  other  individual  has  achieved,  although  several  have 
sought  it.    J.  H.  Roper  is  roambered  as  having  been  the  state 
senator  frora  Aladiua  County  and  principal  of  Gainesville  Acadenor. 
In  1866  Rqper  engineered  the  removal  of  the  East  Floz*ida  Saninary 
from  Ocala  to  Gainesville,  becoming  its  first  president  at  its  new 

9 

Ibid..  See.  19,  p.  1^. 

Ibid..  Sec.  20,  p. 

^  Ibid.,  Sec.  3,  p.  Ii6. 
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location,    C,       Pearoe  was  a  Negro  politician  of  much  prominence 
in  "carpet  bag  d^."    He  was  the  first  County  Sij^perintendant  of 
Public  Instnictiai  for  Leon  County,  and  served  as  a  state  senator 
ft'om  Leon  County*   He  was  familiarly  known  as  "Bishop"  Pearoe,  al- 
though he  never  attained  any  higher  eccleslastlcail  roik  than  pre- 
siding elder  in  the  Aftdcaii  Methodist  Episcopal  Ghur<A»     ;  / 

C.  Thurston  Chase  was  the  first  State  Superint^dent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction.    He  organized  Florida's  sdiool  system  under  the 
Sdiod  Law  of  1869.    Although  Mr-  Chase  was  iiaported  from  Ohio  by 
the  "carpet  bag  regime,"  Mr.  Sheats  said  of  him,  "while  he  caae 
witti  a  bad  crowd  to  rule  over  us  •  •  •  he  was  far  better  than  the 
oroed  he  caae  with."       He  died  before  his  tezm  expired,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Charles  Beecher  In  Mart^,  1871»  j. 

flie  1872  session  of  the  Legislature  repealed  sections  3  and 

5  of  the  1870  Act  which  had  to  do  with  the  personnel  of  the  board 

of  trustees,  method  of  selecting  the  president  of  the  board,  etc. 

The  trustees  named  in  the  now  law  were 

William  D,  Blaxham,  Oliver  Dronsai,  Chandler  H.  Smith, 
Josiah  T.  Walls,  Robert  Meac^iam,  John  Varnum,  J.  S. 
Adams,  Peter  Knowles,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  .. 
Inetructiai,  (by  virtue  of  their  offices  as  such), 
their  associates  and  successors.  .  . 

It  will  be  noted  that  only  three  of  the  members  of  the  old 
board  of  trustees  were  named  in  the  new  law.    Since  Superintendent 
Chase  had  died  and  had  been  succeeded  by  Rev.  Charles  Beecher,  who 

12 

"History  of  the  Origin  and  Growth  of  PulxLic  Schools  in  Flo- 
rida," Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
lQ9k,  p.  12. 

Laws  of  Florida,  1872,  Chap.  1905,  Sec.  2,  p.  6U. 
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tns  »  "conaerrative  man,  and  advocated  the  poUcy  of  giying  Conscp- 
▼atives  (D«»oor*t8)  representation  on  every  School  Board,"     it  is 
pr<*able  that  he  nas  influential  in  having  reroved  such  a  dubious 
character  as  Pearce  from  the  board.    It  is  likely  that  R<^  had  re- 
tired or  left  the  state  temporarily,  since  he  vas  "said  to  have  been 
a  consumptive,"'''^   Uttle  is  knoro  of  the  others,  howrer,  so  it  is 
i^)08sible  to  give  Uie  ireason  for  th^r  removal  although  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  some  were  radicals  like  Pearce  and  were 
therefore  replaced* 

Since  the  law  of  1872  provided  that  "the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  shall  be  (by  virtue  of  his  office  as  such)  presi- 
dent,"^ Rev.  Charles  Beecher  filled  tlsls  position  on  the  new  board. 


William  D,  KLoodiaJB  was  cSiosen  vice^resident,  and  J,  S,  Adaos, 
retary  and  trsasurer,    J.  S.  Mams,  John  Vamum,  Robert  Ueacham,  J# 
t»  Walls,  and  Peter  Knowles  were  chosen  to  serve  as  an  «3Decutivs 

^  ■  ^  ■  ■ 

OQBRiiuxee* 

A  further  provision  of  the  law  of  1872  made  it  the  duty  of 

each  state  senator  to  nominate  and  send  one  student  to  the  College 

during  his  terta  of  office.    This  studwt  wotdd  be  given  a  fUU 

18 

course  of  instruction  without  cost  of  tnition* 

The  foUoiilng  year  fflUion  D.  Blcodiaia,  vice-pi  esident  of  ths 
boax*d,  was  sent  to  iSashington  to  receive  the  scrip*    At  a  meeting 

^  Sheats,  0£.  cit,,  pp.  13-lii« 

^  Statement  of  ivdss  Annie  DeCosta,  Gainesville,  iloridA,  in 
interview  with  wril^er  on  June  2U,  19U8. 

^  Laws  of  norlda,  1872,  Chap.  1905,  Sec.  3,  P»  6U, 

Florida  House  Ja.imal,  1873»  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Super- 
intendent  oi'  M)iic  Instruction  for  Year  Lnding  Sept,  30,  1872,  p.  20 

of  nor  Ida,  1872,  Chap.  190^,  Sec.  5»  ?•  6U. 
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of  the  directors  on  May  22nd,  1873,  he  was  "tendered  the  thanks 
of  the  directors  for  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner  ia  which  ha 
has  discharged  his  trust."  " 

Durine  a  meeting  of  the  directors  in  ttie  office  of  Charlos 
Beechcr,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  on  January  9th,  1873, 
tte  follosring  acticn  was  taken  tcwai^  the  location  of  the  Instlta- 
ticsat  '  -  ^ 

Hem.  J.  T.  Walls  then  sugjiested  Ui&t  Uie  Florida 
State  Agricultural  Gollege  be  located  in  Alachua  County, 
<ai  the  line  of  the  Florida  Railroad,  and  made  the  fol- 
loalng  propositicHi  in  writings 

TO  Tiff  CIRH;T(mS  OF  T  ,E  ELOKIDA  STATE  AGRICULTUHAL  COIiEGE 
Ctoitleoiaat    I  atn  authorised  by  Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee,  and  the 
citizens  of  ^aachua  county,  to  endravor  to  secure  the  lo- 
caticm  of  Ilorida  State  Agricultural  College  on  the  line 
of  the  KLoorida  Railroad  within  the  limits  of  Alachna  couar- 
ty,  and  to  guarantee  that  if  such  location  be  made,  a 
donation  to  the  Gollege  shall  be  made  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  ca^,  and  tw«&^  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  bo 
selected  by  a  conciitteo  to  be  appointed  by  tlie  directors 
of  the  College,  and  tliat  free  taranspartatioQ  an  the  iaorida 
Railroad  ^all  be  givei  for  all  the  materials  necessary  to 
be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  requisite  buildings. 

The  proposition  of  Mr*  VJalls  Tias  then  accepted  by  a 
.unanimous  vote. 

V       The  following  resoluticwi  was  unanljBously  adopts: 

RESOLVED,  That  in  view  of  the  propositioi  made  to  the 
Directors  on  the  part  of  llr.  Yulee  and  the  citizens  of 
Alachua  county,  and  the  acc^tance  of  the  same  by  the 
Directors,  the  Jlorida  State  Agricultiral  College  is  here- 
by located  in  Alachua  county,  cai  tiie  line  of  the  Florida 
Railroad,  in  such  precise  locality  as  may  be  selected  by 
the  isixocutive  Coanlttee  of  the  Directors,  who  are  hershjr 
qpoeially  esipowered  and  requested  to  make  such  location 
and  selecticKi  as  soon  as  practicable* 

Upon  motLon,  Hon.  «V.  U.  TUxahan  was  chosen  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Consnitt^  to  fill  the  vacancy  qaused 
by  the  removal  from  the  State  of  Hon.  Peter  Knowles.^ 

^  Florida  House  Journal,  18 7U,  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  ruLiic  Instruction  for  year  eikiing  Sept.  30,  1873,  P»  19* 
20  _  .  . 
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Despite  this  very  Uberal  offer,  the  Florida  Agricultural 

College  was  nerer  located  in  Alachua  County,  Cutler  stated!  ' 

In  1873,  a  site  for  the  norida  Agricultural 
College  was  selected  in  Alachua  County^bit  no  fur- 
ther step  was  takai  in  that  directioi."- 

Cochran  merely  stated,  "The  next  year  a  site  for  the  Institute  was 

22 

selected  in  Alachua  County,  but  nothing  further  was  accoB?)lished» 
George  Gary  Bash,  writing  in  1889,  saidt  .  J 

The  neoct  year  a  site  was  diosen  in  Alachua  County, 
a  course  of  collegiate  studies  agreed  upon,  and  steps 
were  taken  towards  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  ixa- 
structors.    The  friends  of  education  in  Florida  were 
not,  however,  to  aee  these  plans  consummated,  ^-^ 

The  only  author  off»ing  any  due  was  SuperinteiKient  W.  N.  Sheats, 

who  related  I 

This  site  was  first  selected  in  Alachxaa  County  in 
1873,  but  on  her  failure  to  ccwnply  with  the  terms  of 
the  bid,  the  college  was  afterwards  located,  as  before 
mentioned  under  Superintendent  Hicks'  administration, 
in  liiy  1875,  at  Eau  Gallie.^** 

Diligwit  search  through  the  legiaLatire  Journals,  state  super- 
intendent's reports,  and  practically  aO.!  extant  new8pa?>ers  of  the 
period  have  failed  to  give  aaiy  fariJier  information  on  the  failure 
of  the  institution  to  be  establidied  in  Gainesville.    Since  Super- 
intendent Sheats  was  writing  only  twenty  years  subsequent  to  the 
proposal  to  locate  the  institution  in  Alachua  County^  axvi  had  been 
a  resident  and  County  Superintwidant  of  Public  Instruction  in  the 

a 

History  of  Florida,  Past  and  Present,  I,  p»  228» 
"  Histcgy  o£  Public  School  EducatiOTi  in  Florida,  pp.  152-1$3. 

History  of  £ducati<Mi  in  Florida,  p.  h2» 
2li        cit.,  p.  1*9. 


county,  he  iindoubtedly  had  "inside  infoaraation"  which  wjiild  justify 
the  statement  made* 

While  it  is  not  folly  known  nhy  the  Institutiwi  was  not  ulti- 
mately established  in  Alachiia  Ck)unty,  it  is  known  that  the  board  of 
directors  at  this  time  were  having  considerably  difficulty  orer  the 
investment  of  the  agricultural  funds*    In  fact,  the  funds  were  so 
tied  up  by  Court  litigation  over  tixe  constitutionality  of  the  State 
bonds  which  they  had  purchased,  that  they  had  little  n^ans  to  pro- 
ceed with  construction  of  the  College^  " 

The  following  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors 
to  Acting  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  S«  B.  McLin  stated 
situation  in  n^ch  the  board  found  itself t 

In  cibedience  to  tlie  reqiiiranents  of  lav,  I  have  the 
honor  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Florida  State 
igricultural  College,  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  financial  condition,  progress,  and  present  situation 
of  Agricultural  College: 

The  fund  of  the  college  arising  from  the  proceeds  of 
t^e  sale  of  the  Agricultural  College  scrip,  amounting  to 
$60,000,  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report  of  the  tirustees, 
having  been  invested  in  b<nds  of  the  State  of  jFlosrida  of 
the  issue  of  1873*  at  the  suggestion  and  upon  the  request 
of  Hon.  C.  A.  Cogwill,  the  Comptroller,  for  the  double 
purpose  of  securing  a  safe  investment,  and  in  such  manner 
as  to  streigthen  the  credit  of  the  State  and  assist  in 
the  negotiation  of  its  bonds  then  pending,  and  those 
bonds  having  been  purchased  at  80  cents,  left  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  $100,000,  which,  with  interest  thereon  at 
8  per  cent,  still  rsnaxas  on  hand* 

Looediately  after  the  close  of  the  session  of  the 
Legislature,  <xi  the  lith  of  March,  l87li,  a  meeting  of  th« 
trustees  was  held,  when,  considering  the  actiai  of  the 
trustees  in  making  the  investment  of  the  college  funds  to 
have  been  approved  by  the  Legislature,  the  tmstees  ap- 
pointed a  special  ccosaittee  to  select  a  place  for  the 
"speediest  possible  looaticxi,  inauguration  and  operatloB 
of  the  State  Agricultural  College." 


Buty  at  this  Juncture,  dependent  as  the  tmstees 
were,  entirely  upon  the  interest  of  the  fund  to  defray 
the  cuxToit  expenses  of  the  college  ifeen  put  in  opera- 
tion, an  important  suit  was  brought  in  the  courts,  in 
Tihich  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the 
issue  of  the  very  bonds  in  which  the  college  fund  had 
been  invested  was  directly  involved,  and  this,  for  the 
time  being,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  has  precluded 
the  availability  of  Idie  whole  fund  for  all  the  purposes 
of  inaugurating  the  laractical  (deration  of  the  college* 

The  final  decisicxi  in  the  suit  referred  to  has  not 
yet  he&i  delivered,  and  the  suit  is  still  pending,  Ixit 
the  impcrt  of  an  interlocutory  decisim  which  has  been 
rendered  therein  is  to  affirm  the  constitutionality  of 
the  issue  of  the  bonds  of  1873)  to  an  amount  sufficient 
to  cover  the  then  accrued  indebtedness  of  the  State, 
and  thus,  of  course,  would  Include  the  bonds  in  irtiidi 
the  college  funds  had  be^  invested,  th^  having  i0taiill7 
been  exchanged  for  previous  bonds  of  the  State. 

Consequently,  while  the  safety  of  the  fund  is  well 
assured,  the  fund  itself,  from  its  entire  xxnavailability, 
remains  intact,  and  the  lack  ol  any  other  means  has  pre> 
eluded  the  trustees  fpcm  proceeding  with  any  of  the  pre- 
liminary w(s>k,  for  although  several  generous  donations 
have  been  offered  they  have  all  been  conditioned  upon  a 
prescribed  locati<»i  and  the  immediate  putting  into  <^>er- 
aticoi  of  the  college,  which  the  tying  up  of  the  fund 
made  in^)OSsible*  v 

Had  the  ihnd  been  untranBneled  it  is  believed  that 
fraa  the  means  whicdi  would  have  arisen  from  the  accept- 
ance of  some  of  the  donations  the  construction  of  the 
necessary  buildings  would  have  been  possible,  so  that 
by  this  time  the  college  might  have  been  in  actual 
operatiai. 

It  is  the  wish  and  design  of  the  trustees,  as  soon 
as  the  fand  shall  have  been  liberated  by  a  final  deci- 
sion in  ttie  pending  suit  involving  their  value,  to  take 
active  measures  in  the  inaediate  presecutitxi  of  the 
work  of  the  college* 

iSe  regret  beint;  cooipelled  thus  to  r^ort  nothing 
done  since  the  last  report,  in  consequence  of  litiga- 
tion to  Miich  the  trustees  were  not  parties,  but  by 
v^ich  the  funds  of  the  college  were  enjoined  and  made 
unavailable* 

Respectfully  sulanitted 

J*  S.  Adams  , 
Secretary  Florida  State  Agricultural  College' 


FlOTida  Senate  Journal,  1875,  Report  of  the  Sj^rintendeit 
of  Public  Instruction~of  the  State  of  Jlra-ida,  for  the  Year  Ending 
September  30,  l87li,  pp.  1aO-U2. 
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It  win  be  noted  that  Adams,  in  the  above  letter,  mention* 

the  fact  that  ,  . . 

,  .  ,  on  the  Uth  and  $th  of  Mar<A,  187U,  a  meeting  of 
the  trustees  was  held.  .  .  •  The  trustees  appointed  a 
special  conmiittee  to  select  a  place  for  the  "speediest 
possible  location,  inauguration  and  operatiwi  of  the 
State  Agricultural  College. " 

Since  David  L.  lulee  and  the  citizens  of  Alachua  County  had  on 
January  9th,  1873,  made  their  generous  offer  to  the  board  of 
{1^,000.00  in  cash  and  20,000  acres  of  land,  and  on  March  Uth  and 
$th  of  187U  the  board  was  looking  fOT  another  site,  it  would  seon 
that  Alachua  County  nnist  have  withdraim  their  offer  or  "failed  to 
comply  with  the  terma  of  the  bid." 

In  the  Report  of  the  Superintwident  of  Public  Instruction  in 
1876,  the  names  of  the  members  of  the   board  of  directors  of  the 
proposed  Florida  Agricultural  College  are  given  as 

Robert  Meacham,  John  Vamum  (Treasurer),  Peter  Knowles, 
N.  H.  Moragne,  Frederick  Hill,  Thtsnas  W.  Osbom,  B«  F« 
diveros.^ 

A  Meeting  of  the  board  was  held  in  Tallahassee  on  March  8th, 

1875,  and  a  conmittee  was  appointed  consisting  of  Goveroor  George  ' 

F.  Drew,  John  Vamum  (Treasurer  of  the  Board),  uxaA  W.  latklns  liicks. 

State  Si^rintendent  of  Public  Inslaruction,  to  examine  proposed 

27 

locations  for  the  sdiod  and  make  a  recommendation. 

28 

Only  one  offer  was  made  to  the  consnittee   -—that  of  the  tovin 

2^  Ibid.,  1877,  Report  of  \he  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction  fear  the  year  ending  September  30,  1876,  96« 

Ibid. 
2^  Ibid.,  p.  100. 
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of  Eau  Gallie»    Its  offer  was  presented  f ormaaiy  by      H.  Oleason, 

and  W.  R.  Anno,    Mr.  Gleason,  after  extoUing  the  virtuee  of  hi* 

sectlai  of  the  state  in  general  and  Eau  Gallic  in  particular,  saldt 

In  case  you  should  determine  to  locate  the  College  at 
Eau  Gallic,  I  will  donate  to  it  lots  nu^jered  2,  3,  $, 
7,  9,  11,  13,  and  15  in  each  of  the  following  sectionsi 
10,  11,  22,  23,  and  32,  in  township  27,  range  37,  and 
section  6  and  7,  in  township  27,  range  37,  also  80 
acres  to  be  selected  from  lots  1,  2,  northwest  quarter 
of  northwest  quarter  of  section  11  j  as  well  as  a  park 
in  the  village  plat  of  Eau  Gallie,  fronting  cm  the  park 
for  the  college  buildings,  also  all  of  village  lots 
maibwed  3  and  8  in  each  block  of  the  village  plat  of 
Eau  Gallie,  situated  on  section  16,  township  27,  range 
37,  plats  and  ra^s  oi  the  same  *ii(di  are  herewith  sub- 
Bdtted  for  your  inspectiai,  Mktng  in  all  2,320  acres, 
in  additiwi  to  village  lots.29  ^ 

Mr.  Anno  sadd  in  his  letter  to  the  board: 

I  desire  to  pr<^se  to  you  as  a  donation  for  the  bmeflt 
.of  the  Agricultural  College  one  thousand  acres  of  land 
ai  Indian  Kiver,  in  Volusia  County,  from  irtiat  is  known 
as  Joseirfi  Delespine  grant,  which  grant  lies  adjacent  to 
and  iBBnediately  soutJi  of  Sand  Point,  provided  you  will 
locate  the  college  buildings  at  a  point  anywFTere  on  In« 
dian  River,  between  Sawl  Point  and  ELbow  Creek, 

I  have  sold  land  there  during  the  past  winter,  by 
the  section,  for  five  dollars  per  acre,  and  therefor* 
consider  this  donatiim  eqiial  to  a  sum  not  less  than 
five  thousand  dbllars.^^ 

The  board  selected  Jc^  Vamum  to  superintend  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  coU^e  plant  at  Eau  Gallie,  since 

as  Treasurer  of  the  CoU^e  and  as  a  practical  mechanic 
/fie/  is  the  best  and  most  econanical  superintendent  of 
toe  work  to  be  dcMie,  and  will  at  once  in  that  capacity 
secure  the  necessary  rapidity,  ecraaony  and  efficiency 
of  the  work  •  .  *  •-'^ 


^  Ibid,,  pp. 
^®  Ibid,,  p,  99. 

^  Ibid..  10$. 
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Ob  December  3l8t,  1876,  Mr*  Vamum  reported  by  letter  tC'lb^ 
HickSy  Stftte  Superinteocleat  o£  Public  Instructioa,  and  ex  officio 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees:  > 

The  College  building  at  £au  Qallie  «as  caapleted 
<sbout  Deoeober  let*    It  is  built  of  cut  coquina  stone, 
thirtylive  by  sixty-fiye  feet,  two  stories  high,  and 
contains  ten  roans  and  a  hall*    It  is  made  fireproof 
by  stone  partitions  between  all  the  roon*    The  roof  is 
cov^ed  with  tin.    The  walls  are  plastered,  and  the 
woodwork  painted  and  grained*    A  dormitory  of  two  roans, 
a  toolhouse  and  other  outbuildings  have  been  provided^ 
and  the  town  lot  on  itiich  the  buildings  stand  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  picket  fenoe*    The  building  is,  in  07 
opini<m,  well  adc^ted  to  the  use  £ar  iNhich  it  is  de- 
signed, a  tanporary  college  ediflMl  vad  it  will  be  of 
QM  for  other  purposes  when  the  psanBsaent  buildings  shall  , 
have  been  erected* 

An  avenue,  nearly  two  ailes  long,  and  Tirioos  oroMH* 
streets  about  the  buildings  have  been  cpaoed,  and  art  ia 
good  cc»diti0Q  for  travel*    An  avenue  has  also  been 
opened  £r<m  the  Indian  River  over  to  Lake  iVasiiington,  a 
distance  of  six  miles*    It  passes  through  the  College 
lands,  greatly  increasing  their  market  value* 

The  College  is  provided  with  a  fine  pair  of  mules, 
double  and  single  harnesses,  a  wagon,  cart,  light  and 
heavy  plows,  wheelbarrows,  a  harrow,  a  great  variety  of 
farming  and  carpenter's  tools;  a  kitchen  stove  and  uten* 
sils,  beds  and  bedding,  tables,  chairs  and  forms,  a  set 
of  Fairbanks'  scales,  a  handsoine,  sloqprigged  hatch«> 
boat,  a  skiff,  etc* 

Lots  nuoA^ered  three  and  eight  in  the  village  plat 
of  han  Ciallie,  about  one  hundred  in  all,  "College  Place" 
and  "College  Park,"  containing  six  and  eighteen  acz>es 
respectively,  and  nearly  three  thousand  acres  outsid* 
of  the  torn,  have  been  conveyed  to  the  College*  These 
lands  are  now  in  salable  c<andiU.Gn,  aixi  all,  save  neces- 
sary farm  and  orcliard  lands,  parks,  etc*,  should  be 
IkLaead  on  the  market* 

Professor  Hill  is  now  at  work  clearing  and  f^raing 
the  park,  which  he  will  plant  with  vines  and  fruit  trees. 
It  lies  upon  an  eastern  slope,  touching  the  river,  and 
is  cofvered  with  a  stately  grove  of  palmetto,  oaks  and 
pines.    "College  Place"  is  opposite  tlie  park,  and  is  de»>  ^ 
tined  as  the  site  of  the  permanent  college  building.^^ 


Ibid.,  p.  106* 


The  FloarSda  Agricultural  CJoHege  at  Eau  Gallle  was  destined 
never  to  hear  the  voice  of  a  professor  or  the  tread  of  students* 
feet*   Even  before  John  Vamm  had  conpleted  his  task  of  makljag 
the  caapus  ready  fco*  the  r«seption  of  its  first  students,  rumblings 
of  disoont«it  were  heard.   In  the  ame  Senate  Journal  (1877)  in 
i*iich  Vanaim»s  rqport  appeared  on  the  w>rk  he  had  thus  far  acco»» 
plished.  Governor  Dr^  took  official  cognizance  of  this  dissatis- 
faction in  his  message  to  the  Legislature. 

After  pointing  out  that  there  vas  only  one  proposed  location 

for  the  institution  submitted  to  the  board  of  taruatees,  and  that 

the  board  accepted  that  bid—that  of  Eau  GaLlle— he  stated  i  - 

I  would  recommend  that  a  Conmittee  be  appointed 
to  investigate  the  action  of  the  Board  genially,  and 
the  matter  of  the  location  especially,  to  ascertain 
if  the  law  has  been  complied  with  ami  the  location  of 
the  College  is  healUiy,  conveniently  accessible,  and 
as  near  tiie  center  of  the  State  as  possible.-^-' 

It  stould  be  recalled  at  this  point  that  tJie  people  of  Florida 
had  thrown  off  Uie  carpet  bag  regime  in  the  election  of  1876.  Gcrremor 
Drew  was  the  first  Doiocratic  governor  since  ReconstructiCHij  there- 
fore, it  would  be  expected  that  everything  done  by  Governor  Steams 
and  the  other  Republican  governors  would  be  carefully  reviewed. 

This  ihtaey  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  R^xiblican  Superin- 
tendent     Watkin  Hicks  in  his  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  for  the  Year  £nding  December  21st,  1876,  had  said 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  held  In 
Tallahassee,  Uarch  8,  1Q7$,  a  c<ainittee  was  ^pointad. 


Ibid*  a  Message  of  Ooveznor,  p*  U9« 


oonalsting  of  your  excellency,  G«i«  Jdin  Vamoa  and  , 
the  Superintendent  of  ir^ibllc  InstruotlCMQ  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exandnlng  proposed  locations  for  the  College, 
with  a  request  to  r^ort  at  as  early  a  day  as  prac- 
...  ticable  to  the  board.^ 

the  report  of  this  cotnmittce  reconmcnding  Eau  Gallic  is  signed 

odly  by  W.  Uatkin  Hicks  and  John  Vamum.    The  wsonittee  r^part^ 

signed  by  these  two,  was  accompanied  by  the  following  statement  ^. 

from  Govemar  Stearns  t 

At  the  re<^est  of  the  Board  of  ftustees  of  the 
Agricultural  College,  I  accoinpanied  the  coanlttM, 
•■hose  report  I  have  read.    I  endorse  vrtiat  is  therein 
said  in  r^ard  to  the  climate  and  countxy  described, 
le«riiig  it  to  the  "wisdom  of  the  Trustees  to  decide  in    ,  . 
what  manner  their  trust  sftiawld  be  executed*  ^ 

M«  L.  Steams,  Ciovemor'^ 

Why  did  Govenior  Steams  oeatdngly  straddle  the  issue  by  neither 
endorsing  nor  expressing  dissatisfaction  with  the  ooiamittee's  dioies 
of  Eau  Gallie  as  the  site  of  the  proposed  College?   The  answer  to 
tois  remains  a  norstery*    It  is  possible  that  as  leader  of  the  Repub~ 
liean  Party  in  the  state  he  did  not  -^sh  to  add  this  issue  to  the 
many  others  involved  in  Uie  election  of  1876. 

The  Legislature  of  1877,  in  its  determination  to  rid  Plorida  of 
R^mblican  rule,  went  even  farther  than  Governor  Drew  had  reconsnended 
in  his  message*    They  amended  the  low  giving  the  institution  a  nev 
board  of  trusttes  consisting  oft 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  th« 

Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Florida,  by  virtue  of  their 

31* 

Ibid*,  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
for  the  tear  Ending  December  31»  1876,  p*  96* 

Ibid*,  p.  103» 


offices  as  such,  and  J«  Wofford  Tucker,  David  S.  Walker, 
J.  H.  Roper,  James  M,  Baker,  C.  H.  ^th,  F.  Branch,  W, 
D*  Bamea,  their  successors  ,  »  » 

Section  U  of  the  bill  furthlBr  provided  thatt 

,  ,  •  toe  said  Board  of  Trustees  provided  for  and  es- 
tablished by  this  act  shall  have  the  power  to  remove 
said  Agricultural  College,  now  located  at  tiau  Gallic, 
on  Indian  Kiver  in  Brevard  County,  to  any  point  that 
will  in  their  judgment  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  State  of  iloridaj  Provided,  That  the  point  iKhicli 
may  be  selected  for  its  locatioi  shall  be  easily  ac- 
cessible and  as  near  the  centre  of  the  State  as  prao- 
ticable.37 

There  icas  also  passed  a  Joint  Resolution  by  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  requesting  Congress  to  authorise  the  Legis- 
lature of  Florida  to  incorporate  the  Seminary  f\md  and  the  Agricul* 

38 

tural  Fund  into  the  Gcsmaa  School  Fund  of  the  State.       After  set- 
ting forth  the  fact  that  the  two  Seminaries  were  not  sufficiently 
mdowed  to  maintain  schools  that  would  attract  more  than  local 
patronage,  the  preamble  pointed  out  thatt 

The  Agricultural  GoUege  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  which  the  annual  in- 
terest of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  lands  also  donated 
by  the  said  General  Govex^ment  is  applied,  has  b^n 
located  at  a  remote  and  congjaratively  unsettled  and  in- 
accessible part  of  the  State  and  a  large  sum  of  m(»iey 
expended  in  the  partial  erection  of  buildings  thereat, 
the  completion  of  rtiich  for  years  to  come  will  be  of 
little,  if  ai^,  educational  advantage  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State* 

Continuing,  the  preamble  stated  Uiat: 

•  •  •  in  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature  of  Blorida  the 
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hm  of  Florida,  1877,  Chap*  30ii5,  Sec.  1,  p.  103. 

Ibid.,  Sec.  U,  p.  lOh* 

Ibid.,  Resolutions,  pp.  Iii9-1^. 


appllcatlcKi  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  all  sources  of 
rerenue  for  the  support  of  conmion  schools,  together  with 
the  income  of  the  tieminary  Fund  and  toe  interest  of  the 
Agricultural  College  Fund,  to  the  suf^ort  of  the  conmon 
school  systetn  and  the  establishment  of  a  normal  school 
for  the  education  of  teachers  for  oomaon  schools,  is  th« 
Bu»t  efficacious  mode  of  dissoninating  knowledge  among 
th«  aasses,  and  will  be  productive  of  much  more  educa- 
^onal  developnent  Uian  the  continuation  of  the  three 
present  organizatiwis.  .  .  . 

Section  1  of  iiie  Resolution  requested  that 

•  •  •  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  is 
hereby  petititMied  to  authorize  the  State  of  Florida  to 
incox-porate  the  Saaiiuiry  b\md  and  the  Agricultural  Col- 
,  lege  Fund  of  the  State  of  Klorida  into  the  coomcn  school 
fund  of  said  State,  and  that  by  appropriate  legislation 
the  State  be  authorized  to  apply  Xiie  income  thereof  to  - 
the  support  of  her  cotrmon  schools  and  the  establidiment 
wad  Bilntenance  of  a  State  normal  sdiool  for  the  educa- 
tion  of  teachers  for  the  ocmuxi  schools*^ 

As  early  as  1877,  the  people  of  Florid*  were  beginning  to  re- 
alize that  the  State  must  consolidate  her  educational  institutioos 
if  she  ever  hoped  to  make  an  adequate  {X'ovision  for  higher  education. 
Before  this  was  to  be  finally  achieved,  several  more  state  schools 
were  to  be  founded.    However,  the  idea  of  consolidatioQ  remained, 
althou^  often  dxcked  by  the  weeds  of  local  and  s«}tioiial  rivalry 
for  new  institutions. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  also^  that  the  people  of  Florlida  ware  be* 
ginning  to  realize  that  the  corbuxi  stdiools  were  In  need  of  well- 
trained  teachers*    This  feeling  was  expressed  with  the  creation  or 
the  two  normal  schools  texi  years  later*    (See  page 

The  resolution  to  consolidate  the  school  funds  never  received 


Ibid.,  p.  Ili9. 


the  approval  of  Gaigress.    In  fact,  the  new  board  of  tirustees  o  f 

thtt  Florida  Agricultural  College  at  oae  of  their  early  meetings 

requested  ttiat  the  Legislature  rescind  this  resolutian*^  Hcwever, 

it  did  serve  to  point  out  to  the  people  of  Florida  the  two  great 

needs  of  consolidation  and  the  adequate  training  of  teachers* 

ihwi  the  new  board  organized,  the  ilepublican  treasurer  of  toe  | 

old  boards  Jokm  Varmm, 

;  •  •  •  refused  to  make  a  transfer  of  the  property,  deny-  » 
Ing  the  right  of  the  Legislature  to  annul  the  act  creat- 
ing the  corpOirati(»i  of  whichjie  was  a  member,  and  uiuier 
authority  of  which  he  acted.*^ 

^e  Suprone  Court  ruled  in  favor  of  \he  new  board,  so  Varous 
turned  aver  the  pr<9e3rty  to  them  after  considerable  correspondence* 
Howwer,  he 

.    •  •  •  neither  fumi^ed  iteoiised  estimates  or  vouchers 
to  show  to  whan  or  for  riha,t  he  expended  all  of  this 
«<»iey,  either  as  l^easurer  of  the  College  or  Svqperin-  - 
tendent  of  the  building,^ 

In  the  TOantime,  very  little  was  accomplished  during  the  biei>« 

nium  of  1077-79  toward  the  selection  of  a  location  for  the  College. 

Gonremor  Drew  wt$d.  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  1879 1 

At  your  last  session  I  recon&ended  that  a  coamittea 
be  appointed  to  investigate  the  action  of  the  old  Board 
.  of  liTistees  with  reference  to  the  location  of  the  College, 
to  ascertain  if  the  law  had  been  complied  with  in  that 


Florida  House  Journal,  1879,  Biamial  Report  of  the  ouperij*- 
tendent  of  Piiblic  instruction  for  the  School  Years  1876-7  and  1878, 
p.  216. 

^  Ibid.,  p,  all.  . 


particular*   Upon  this  suggestion  an  act  was  passed 
ereating  a  new  Board  of  Corporators  to  take  charge  of 
the  Fund,  and  to  remove  the  College  to  soae  more  cen- 
tral and  accessible  point* 

On  account  of  a  litigation  which  foUonred  as  to 
the  ri^t  of  possessioa,  and  which  continued  for  som 
.  ,  tine,  but  little  has  been  done  by  the  new  Board  of  Trxis- 
tees*    As  to  their  action,  hov/ever.  In  regard  to  chang- 
ing the  location  of  the  institution,  I  would  refer  you 
to  the  £^pendlx  to  the  Superintendent's  repcoi;,  in  which 
an  account  of  their  proceedings  is  given*    I  would  also 
call  to  your  favorable  consid«rati(»i  the  retoarks  made 
by  the  Sixperintendent  in  relation  to  this  and  the  Semi- 
nary jpund*^ 

A  perusal  of  the  Superintendent's  Report  to  wtiieh  Governor  Drew 
called  the  attaition  of  the  L^ialature  shows  timt  State  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Lastruction  Haisley  iras  in  favor  of  mez^ing  the  funds 
into  a  coiomaQ  school  fund  as  was  embodied  in  the  Joint  Resdutlon  . 
passed  during  the  1877  session  of  the  Legislatuire.^ 

As  to  the  settii^  up  of  an  Agricultural  College,  Superintendent 
Haisley  saidt 

Agricultural  colleges,  as  CMch,  even  when  oipported 
by  endonncnts  of  £rODi  three  to  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  as  is  the  case  in  some  of  the  leading  States  in 
the  Union,  have  proved  to  be  failures*    Any  amount  of  . 
testimony  from  the  most  distinguished  educators  covild  bo 
presented,  to  prove  that  but  few  students  have  been  in- 
d\iced  to  atteid  these  institutiwis,  either  in  this  country 
or  in  Europe,  and  but  a  small  per  cent,  of  these  have  de- 
voted theraselves  to  agricultural  pursuits*    The  general 
Terdict  in  regard  to  them,  is  that  their  benefit  to  agri- 
culture is  not  COTmensurate  with  the  large  sums  of  m<Hiey 
eaipended  upon  them*    President  HcCosh,  of  PriiMseton  Col- 
lege, saysi    "I  could  show  that  in  no  country  in  the  world 
has  agriculture  been  much  benefitted  /slcj  ftrom  mere  Ag- 
rfteuloural  schools*" 
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•   Aten  we  take  into  consideration,  therefore,  our 
limited  fund,  the  principal  of  nfiiich  is  but  little 
more  than  the  annual  interest  on  the  endowments  in  scam  • 
of  the  States,  it  seens  unreasonable  to  oitertain  the 
idaa  of  operating  with  it  an  Agricultural  College. 

The  application  of  the  fuiui  to  the  establishm^t 
of  a  normal  school,  by  combining  it  vdth  ttie  Seminary    '  .  ,  . 
and  the  cconon  school  f\inds,  as  contemplated  in  the 
joint  resolution  before  mentioned,  would  unquestionably 
{result  in  more  advantage  to  the  State*^^ 

On  the  other  hand,  bom  effort  to  locate  the  school  sems  to 
have  been  made*    The  Report  of  the  Trustees  shows  that  ex-Govemor 
Walker,  Doct<»:  F*  Branch,  and  Judge  James  M«  Baker  had  been  ap^ 
pointed  by  the  Presideiit  of  the  Board  as  a  coiamittce  on  the  loc»- 
tion  of  the  College. 

The  Legislative  Session  of  1881  was  unique  in  that  it  received 
its  message  from  eaKiOvemor  Drew,  i^o  had  just  retired  frcm  office. 
Xt  was  transmitted  to  them  through  Governor  nilllam  D.  Bloocham,  wiio 
asked  that  the  report  be  givai  "careful  atkl  respectful  considera- 
tion."^'^  Strangely,  the  message  caitained  no  recommendation  in  the 
field  of  higher  educatLon,  although  Governor  Drew  had  laid  c<»isider-> 
able  Gtnphasis  on  the  Seminaries  and  the  proposed  Agricultural  College 
in  his  two  previous  messages.    Internal  improvement,  uniform  taxation, 
and  the  propesed  constituti<»al  convention  were  the  main  problems 
which  had  to  be  dealt  with,  so  perha{>s  he  considered  higher  education 
less  pressing  at  the  mosent.  '  ' 

Sijqperintendent  Haisley,  in  his  r^ort  made  at  the  same  tiB9y 
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saidi 

Nothing  has  been  done  by  the  new  Boaixl  of  Cat» 
porators  since  assuming  control  of  this  fund,  and  the 
property  belonging  thereto,  later  than  the  proceedings 
giren  in  my  last  biennial  report.    The  cause  of  their 
inactiffli,  it  may  be  stated,  is  found  in  the  fact,  that 
they  have  waited  for  some  disposition  to  be  made  by 
Cwjgress  of  the  Joint  Resolution  passed  by  tlie  Legis- 
lature at  the  seasiwi  of  1877, 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  regport  from  this  Departaent 
for  1879,  my  views  are  decidedly  opposed  to  any  effort 
being  made  to  establish  fa  agricultural  college  in  the 
usual  sense  of  the  term,**^ 

He  reiterated  his  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  the 

ilorida  Agricultural  College  and  offered  the  folla«lng  solutiont 

By  a  oombinatioai  of  the  Agricultural  College  and 
S«ninary  iSmda,  with  the  additional  aid  we  would  re- 
eeive  from  the  feabody  Fund,  there  woild  be  an  an^xLe 
amount  to  operate  the  normal  school  referred  to,  and 
to  endow  a  certain  number  of  scholarships  for  both  whits 
and  colored  teachers,  in  separate  departments,  by  which 
all  parts  of  the  State,  and  both  races,  could  be  bene- 
fited. 

In  the  event,  however,  this  does  not  meet  approval^ 
I  would  suggest  that  both  these  funds  be  merged  in  the 
GoBDon  School  Fund  and  the  interest  apportioned  annually 
to  all  the  countiesj  a  plan  that  would  allow  every  mem- 
ber of  our  school  population  to  share  in  their  benefits, 
and  give  no  cause  of  complaint  that  caie  section  had  an 
luxlue  advantage  over  another. 

But  if  this  plan  also  fails  to  find  endorsement,  I 
would  then  recommend,  as  in      former  report,  that  the 
interest  on  both  the  Agricultural  and  Seminary  Funds  b« 
held  and  invested  until  they  are  sufficiently  large  to 
enable  us  to  establish  a  State  University  with  a  Normal 
Department  and  a  Chair  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  at- 
tached, and  in  this  way  carry  put  the  purposes  for 
which  the  donaticKis  were  made.**^ 

From  Treasurer  iialter  Gwynn's  r^ort  is  gleaned  the  fact  that 

-  ^  
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the  College  property  at  Eau  Gallie  was  beginning  to  deteriorate 

somewhat,  pez^u^s  from  lack  of  use*    He  related t 

The  leaking  conditi(»  of  the  roof  on  the  building 
at  Eau  Gallie  vdaen  we  received  it,  and  its  being  blo«m 
off  in  the  gale  of  August  last,  has  caused,  and  will 
cause,  additional  heavy  expenses  in  repairs*  Mechanics 
are  now  enplcyed  in  putting'  on  a  shingle  roof,  the  tin 
roof  being  entirely  destrpyed.^^ 

William  D«  BloKhaa,  <me  of  t^e  maabers  of  the  original  board 

of  trustees  for  the  Agricultural  College  named  in  the  law  of  1870, 

had  now  risen  to  the  rank  of  governor*    Eleven  years  had  passed  and 

yet  the  school  which  had  been  created  by  that  law  with  such  great 

hopes  of  aoc<»n|)lishing  so  much  for  the  agriculture  of  Florida,  had 

not  yet  become  a  reality*    Undoubtedly,  through  the  years  Governor 

Bloxhaia  had  retained  his  interest  in  the  school  through  its  many 

and  various  vicissitudes*    Now,  as  governor,  he  was  to  have  a  chimoe 

to  bring  these  interests  to  fruition*    He  said  in  his  first  message 

to  the  Legislature  in  I883  (the  message  in  1881  which  he  trananitted 

ms  in  rea]Lity  ex-Goveraor  Drew's)  t 

In  view  of  \he  fiact  that  the  Trustees  of  this  fund 
will  meet  in  Tallahassee  on  the  9th  of  January,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  best  means  of  utilizing  the  in- 
come of  this  fUnd  for  Educational  purposes,  1  de«n  it 
proper  to  withhold  my  recoiranendations  until  their  repoart 
is  received*    I  will  then  take  pleasure  in  laying  it  be- 
fore the  Legislature,  with  such  suggestions  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable*^ 

The  precedent  set  four  yeai*s  before  of  the  retiring  governor 
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tranMiLtting  a  ■essaiie  to  the  Legislature  through  the  new  govemOT 
«as  continued  in  I883.    Governor  Bloocham,  of  the  first  board  of 
trustees,  proudly  announced  in  1885  to  the  raerabers  of  the  Legislac 
ture  that* 

Lake  City  having  aida  the  best  offer,  the  trustees 
of  the  fund  located  l^e  college  at  that  point*  The 
building  has  been  completed,  aiid  the  college  is  now  in 
flpsration,  and  offers  educational  advantages  of  the 


Lake  City  had  offered  100  acres  of  land  and  :2l5,000  tor  bundl- 
ing purposes.  The  reasons  given  for  its  locatim  in  Lake  City  itere 
"^e  central  position  and  aoknonledged  healthfulness  of  tiie  locality." 

The  first  faculty  was  canposed  of  Ashley  D.  Hurt,  A.  U«,  Ancient 
Languagesi  J.  N.  VUMtner,  Agriculture,  Hortioulture  and  Botanori  Alex. 
Q.  HoUaday,  English  Language  and  Literatorei  E.  S.  Davis,  Hi.  D., 
Math^natics  and  Tactics;  J.  M.  Pickel,  fh.  D.y  Hiysics  and  Ghemis* 


The  following  statment,  taken  from  the  first  annoonoement,  out- 
lined the  object  of  the  Colleges 

The  Act  of  Legislature  establi^ing  the  Florida  State 
Agricultural  College  provides  far  a  "liberal  and  practical 
•ducation  in  the  several  pursuits  azid  professions  of  life." 
The  llTistees,  therefore^  follovring  ti\e  example  of  other 
.  States  of  tiie  Union  in  the  interj;»:etation  of  tnis  language 
of  the  C(»igressional  Act  with  reference  to  each  State's 
mbimmbigtoba  and  special  needs,  have  det«niined  to  found 
m  99botiL  In  iihicfa  liberal  cultors  and  pratotical  education 
shall  proceed  together— a  school  in  which  the  arts  and 
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sciences  shall  be  diligently  studied  in  their  theoret- 
ical as  well  as  in  their  applied  forms.    Florida  has 
not  had  heretofore  within  her  borders  a  single  college 
in  which  to  educate  her  youth,  but  intrusted  to  other 
and  distant  States  a  vnxk  which  it  is  her  duty  to  per- 
forau    Tiie  time,  hoKeveac,  is  now  at  hand  ^nhisn.  she  can 
not  ally  call  her  diildren  bade  to  receive  the  instruc- 
tion so  long  denied  tiie^ti  at  home,  but  can,  also,  honestly 
promise  tlie  youth  of  sister  States,  along  withjiright 
skies,  educational  advantages  of  a  high  order*^^ 

Instruction  was  to  be  limited  to  six  undergraduate  courses  of 

Vtudy^  leading  to  three  «^propriate  degrees: 

•  •  •  a  Classical  Coxirse  and  a  Literary  Course,  leading 
to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  (B.  A.)}  a  General 
Course  in  Science,  a  Course  in  Engineering,  and  a  Course 
in  Agriculture,  leading  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  (B.  S.)j  and  a  Philosophical  Course,  or  Course 
in  Letters  and  Political  Science,  leadir^  to  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy."  ^ 

During  the  year  1883-8U  an  excellent  building  was  completed} 
the  facility  of  five  maabers  selected,  and  a  curriculimi  arranged. 
On  the  first  Monday  of  October,  the  work  of  the  institutiCHi  was 
finally  begun,  with  an  enrollment  of  thiirby-eight  male  studeits, 
all  of  trtiam  were  in  the  preparatory  dqoartment*    Wonen  mere  not 
•dtaitted  until  the  Fall  of  1893.^*^   For  the  first  two  years  thi« 
ioetltution  was  little  more  than  a  local  hi^  school  with  militazy 
training.^ 

De^ite  the  dissatisfaction,  political  warfare  and  mistakes, 
the  Florida  Agricultural  College  became  a  reality  in  186  U>    Bom  in 

Ibid. 
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strife,  the  college  was  to  continue  to  be  torn  by  internal  dis- 
sentions  thrott£jiout  its  existence*    It  was  destined  to  expire  with 
the  Buckman  Bill  wt-iich  brought  about  the  greatest  educational 
Ohange  the  &tat«  o£  florida  has  experienced* 


B»   Flcrida  University  V,^. 

The  nact  step  in  higher  education  in  Florida  took  place  when, 
in  1883,  the  state  board  of  education  organized  a  University  at 
TaaiaUiassee.    It  had  its  origin  in  the  spring  of  1883  wh«a  Dr.  John 
Kost,  A.  M.,  M.  b»f  LL*  D«,  aade  his  appearance  on  the  campus  of  the 
West  Florida  Seminary.    Kost  had  already  secured  a  very  liberal 
charter  for  the  organizaticm  ef  a  "Klarida  University** 

Venila  L»  Shares  described  Kost's  various  early  moves  locking 

tomurd  his  goal  of  a  university  as  fdllovrst 

His  first  reqxtest  was  for  the  privilege  of  using 
(Hie  of  the  rocHiis  in  the  building  for  a  medical  arKi  poly- 
technical  school,  opportunity  being  given  the  seminary 
students  to  attend  all  leoUires  in  science  except  thosa 
which  were  nodical.    It  ma  agreed,  too,  that  his  ac- 
tivities should  not  be  such  as  to  interfere  with  the 
r^ular  academic  routine  of  the  seminary.    A  few  we^s 
later  L)r.  Kost  broached  the  idea  of  establishing  a  Uni- 
versity of  flcarida,  its  branches  being  located  in  rarioas 
sections  of  the  state.    He  proposed  that  the  iSest  Florida 
Seminary  siiould  be  the  literary  department  of  this  uni- 
versity.   Since  no  expense  would  be  involved  in  partici- 
pation in  the  adventure  and  there  might  be  sceaa  gain, 
the  Board  agreed  to  participate,  and  the  secretary  was 
directed  to  vmite  with  the  medical  departoent  in  publish- 
ing a  joint  catalogue  of  tiie  medical  and  literary  depart- 
ments of  tiie  Tinivsrsity.    The  State  Board  of  i:\iblic  In- 
struction endorsed  l^e  plan  of  Dr.  Kost  and  suggested 
that  he  incorporate  a  thorough  normal  institute  amcng 
the  branches  of  the  university.    In  August  1883  it  was 
decided  hj  the  Board  that  in  the  future  the  Seninary 
would  use  the  building  of  the  former  fcaoalc  departm«it| 
so  in  Dec«nber  it  was  quite  willing  to  give  Dr.  Kost  a 


tsrent^x-'-two  year  lease  on  the  college  building.  The 

rent  at  that  tiine  was  paid  by  the  Tallahassee  College 

of  Medicine  ani  Surgery  farajshing  a  professor  of  - 

cheai8tZ7  for  the  Seoiinary.^^ 

Under  the  state  charter,  provision  was  made  for  five  colleges » 

Tallahassee  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgeryj  College  of  Literature 

and  Soience}  Lair  CoUegej  Theological  Institutej  Polytechnic  and 

Normal  Institute*    ikjwwver,  only  the  Literary  and  Medical  Colleges 

were  established.    Tlie  colleges  were  to  be  organized  in  a  rather 

novel  way.    Bush  described  this  organiaationj 

•   Instead  of  fanaing  the  students  into  college 
tHaaaes,  it  was  proposed  to  divide  the  university  in- 
to "schools  of  instruction."    For  instance,  there 
were  to  be  in  the  literary  college  the  school  of  an- 
cient languages  and  metapliysics,  the  school  of  mathe- 
otatics,  the  school  of  natural  science,  the  school  of 
English  branches  and  history,  and  the  school  of  civil 
engineering.    The  polytechnic  instituticm  was  to  in- 
clude, besides  civil  engineering,  also  nataral  science, 
mining  and  metallurgy,  mechanics  and  bviilding,  photo- 
gr£4>hy,  painting,  music,  telephoning,  printing  and 
allied  braiK:hes.    To  these  were  to  be  added  a  comaercial 
course  aiKi  a  normal  training  school. 

Upcn  con?)leting  the  course  prescribed  for  any 
school,  and  passing  a  satisfactory  exaiaination,  a  "cer- 
tificate of  proficiency"  was  to  be  given,  signed  by  the 
faculty  and  board  of  ediicatlcm.    nihen  such  a  certificate 
had  been  given  by  four  or  more  of  the  "schools,"  the 
student  receiving  them  was  entitled  to  the  diploma  of 
the  University,  and  tlie  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  of 
science,  or  of  engineering  was  to  be  confe^ed,  accord- 
ing to  the  studies  ndsich  had  been  pursued.^ 

The  University  seeim  to  have  received  considerable  local  sup- 
port in  Tallahassee.    Wliile  most  of  this  seems  to  have  been  in  the 
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form  of  moral  support,  tiiere  is  scnie  evidence  that  tb«  local 
citiaenry  gave  support  of  a  more  tangible  kiiid. 

This  is  evident  nhen,  »ith  a  certain  amount  of  optiaiism,  the 
citiaens  of  Tallahassee  in  1883  raised  money  for  a  university  li- 
brary, or  rather  a  combination  city  and  university  library.  The 
project  was  begun  in  the  summer  of  1883  when  ejo^ovemor  .^alkcr, 
then  a  circuit  Judge,  built  a  two  stay  brick  building  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Monroe  and  McCarty  (Park  Avenue)  Streets.    It  his 
intention  that  the  three  rooms  of  the  second  stoay  were  to  be  used 
as  a  public  library  and  reading  room.    He  off«-ed  the  rooms  "flee  of 
rent  ur  taxes  to  any  of  the  citiaens  of  TaUahassee  who  would  form 

a  Library  association  and  raise  one  thousand  dollars  to  fit  up  and 
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furnish  said  ro«Bs  in  a  manner  suitable  for  a  library." 

Mildred  Jhite  McCullough,  writing  of  the  project,  saidt 

A  meeting  of  the  citiaens  of  Tallahassee  was  held 
on  becanber      1883,  to  devise  means  of  meeting  the  con- 
ditions of  Governor  ifialker's  offer.    Interest  in  the  pro- 
ject was  so  great  that  on  January  10,  180U,  a  tanporary 
board  of  directcars  of  a  Library  Association  was  elected. 
Ety  March  3,  the  success  of  the  movaiKait  was  assured,  and 
th«  rooas  were  forwlly  opened.    It  was  not  until  Juixe, 
hoHvrer,  that  the  ijl,000  necessary  by  the  conditions  of 
the  donaticm  was  secared.    The  metiiod.of  financing  waa  by 
the  sale  of  five  dollar  maabership  certificates. 

On  June  12,  l88it,  the  AssodLaUon  perfected  its  per- 
manent arganization  and  received  a  deed  from  Governor 
iijalker.    The  deed  recited,  in  part,  that  shortly  after 
Governor  talker  offered  the  rooms  for  a  libraiy  certain 
citizens  "did  form  a  Library  Associaticm  under  the  nam 
,        of  the  Florida  University  Library  Associaticm  and  did 
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raise  the  required  one  thousand  dollars  and  did  ex- 
pend the  same  In  furnishing  said  rooms  with  carpets* 
tables,  chairs,  chandeliars,  lan5>s,  window  curtains, 
book  eases   rairrors  aiid  a  clock  •  •  •  and  lunre  nor 
about  one  thousand  volumes  of  valuable  books  besides 
magazines  and  nev^opers***    Therefore,  in  fulfillment 
of  his  promises,  Qoreraor  ^'alker  donated  and  leased 
the  rooms  to  Jesse  T.  Barnard,  Jacob  R.  Cohen,  and 
LeRoy  D,  Ball,  as  trustees,  "so  long  as  said  associa- 
tion shall  use  said  roms  as  Library  and  Reading  rooms 

•  •  •  for  the  Social  ^Joymmt  and  wsntal  isqprovcment 
of  UxB  white  people  of  TaUaliassee,  male  and  female 
vltboat  reference  to  religious  or  political  differences* " 

The  library  received  its  first  nasae— the  University 
library^— «8  the  result  of  the  visionary  activities  of 
Dr.  John  Kost,  wiio,  in  February,  I883,  had  prcanoted  or- 
ganization of  the  ahoirt-lived  Florida  University.  Govcr- 
ncar  »;alker  was  the  first  chancellor  of  the  University 
and  enthasiastieally  supported  the  institution.  The 
University  Caleidar  for  188U-85  stated,  "TJie  Library 
is  already  respectable  and  is  receiving  large  additi<Ki8 

•  •  .  •  The  Library  building  contains  a  fine  lecture 
hall  and  two  additional  rooms,  all  very  elegantly  fin> 
iflhed."    Florida  Universiigr  soon  disappeared,  but  the 
library  continued  to  bear  its  name  for  a  i^ile. 

The  first  directors  of  the  library  were  Governor 
Walker,  president.  Colonel  Robeirt  H.  G^Bble,  Judge  J. 
f.  Bernard,  John  S.  nvinthrop.  Dr.  W.  II.  Carter,  Father 
J.  L.  Hugon,  and  Jacob  R.  Cc^en.  l£r»  Cohen  served  as 
secretary.  Upon  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  menr- 
ber  of  the  board,  his  successor  was  elected  by  the  re- 
laalning  directors. °2 

In  the  early  1900*8  the  naae  "University  Library*  was  dropped 
and  the  library  became  kriowi  as  "The  David  S.  Walker  Library." 

The  first  annual  announcement  of  Florida  University  was  issued 
firm  Tallahassee  in  1883*    It  announced  a  medical  department  (Tal- 
lahassee <J allege  of  Medicine  and  Surgeiy)  and  Literary  Department. 
The  university  regoits  coo^isedi    Ex-Govemor  D.  S.  «\r'alker,  chan- 
cellor; Governor  William  D.  Bloxiiamj  State  CQn5)troller  W»  D.  Barnes 
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Judge  J.  T.  Bernard;  Judge  W,  P,  Byrd}  Rev.  J.  Kost,  A.  M.,  M.  D,, 
IX*  D.J  and  Rev*  Charles  Beech«r,  A.  M»,  D«  D» 

The  literary  faculty  consisted  of  the  follcwdngJ   Major  £•  R. 
SiTerSf  C.  E«,  president;  R€fv.  iS.  H.  Carter,  D»  O.,  LI^  »•» 
professor  of  ancient  languages;  E.  U  Blythewood,  professor  of 
iiijglish  literature  and  history;  F.  Wespy,  Fh.  D.,  M,  D*,  professor 
of  modem  languages;  W.  F.  Dickerroan,  professor  of  ch«Bistry;  A«  U* 
Lonrie,  A.  M,,  professor  oReritus,  pcO-itical  econany. 

The  announoeoent  of  the  University  stated* 

The  literary  college  is  endowed  by  act  of  Congress* 
The  medical  College  is  founded  on  the  capital  of  an  in- 
corporated stock  company,  with  a  capital  of  t^,000,  and 
authority  to  increase  to  the  amount  of  *80,000.    Ten  per 
cent  and  over,  as  provided  by  law,  has  been  paid  in 
(^,180J  and  has  been  expended  for  ^pliances;  and  thus 
the  medical  college  has  a  fine  anatomical  museum;  a 
nuseura  of  natural  history  and  comparative  osteology,  be- 
sides chendcal  apparatAis* 

By  compact  wltli  the  literary  department  (?iest  Florida 
Saainary),  one  of  its  two  buildings  has  been  apprqpriated 
to  the  medical  college.    This  is  a  coranodious  brick  edi- 
fice, situated  on  an  elevated  site  in  the  western  part  of 
Tallahassee,  T.rLth  ajigxLe  grounds,  shaded  by  a  grove  of 
native  pines.    The  building  is  of  fine  architectural  ap- 
pearance, with  a  frontistyle  of  stately  irtiite  coltaBB 
supporting  an  entablature  and  gable  above  the  seoond 
story.    The  building  contains  two  large  lecture  halls, 
and  eight  additional  i\5oras  of  convenient  sizes,  well 
suited  for  the  medical  d^»rtment,  with  its  museums  and  . 
apparatus. 

The  litCTary  deparianent  retains  its  other  building, 
situated  more  centrally  in  the  city,  and  reposing  behind 
a  grove  of  live  oaks.    It  is  of  .a^le  o^;>«city  for  all.  ; 
the  necessities  of  the  college."^ 

Very  little  of  the         aanounc^ient  is  devoted  to  the  litcrary 
d^tartaent;  the  fortunes  of  the  aedieal  college  seeMd  to  be  upper- 
most in  the  ndnds  of  ttie  xmiversity  regents. 


Cutler,  o^.  Git.,  I,  pp»  228-229. 
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George  Gary  Bush,  in  1888,  wrote  of  this  school* 

The  catalogue  published  in  l88lt-8$  show  a  corps 
of  twenty-<Hie  membOTS  in  the  different  faculties,  eight 
of  irtian  belonged  to  the  Lit»ary  College,  and  included     .  . 
men  eminent  in  scholarship  and  of  excellent  repute  as 
instructors.    The  students  f«r  toe  year  I883-8I4  xuar 
bared  seventy-eight.    These  were  mostly  enrolled  in  the 
Literary  College.    The  Medical  College  (since  located 
at  Jacksonville  and  successfully  conducted)  had  but 
eight  students,  and  of  these  only  two  resided  in  the 
State.    No  catalogue  of  the  University  has  been  pub- 
lished since  tfie  one  referred  to  above.    In  the  calezk- 
dars  of  the  State  Agricultural  College  for  1886  and 
1887  thei^  is  this  announcanentt    "It  is  in  conteiipla- 
tlon  to  unite  this  college  with  the  University  of  flo- 
rida,  arxi  pending  the  desired  legislation  to  that  eiKi 
arrangenfints  have  been  made  for  allied  work  with  the 
chartered  University." 

The  Rev.  John  Kost,  A.  M.,  «.  D.,  LL  D.,  in  whose 
brain  this  a^Mse  for  a  \iniversity  in  FLorida  seems  to 
have  originated^  was  chosen  chancellcsr.   ^r.  Kost, 
though  a  man  of  varied  scholastic  attaiiunents  and 
eminent  in  some  departoents  of  study,  has  proved  hla- 
self  unequal  to  the  task  of  gaining  the  confidence  of 
the  public.    Alm<»t  £rom  the  outset,  therefwe,  th» 
University  had  no  existence  except  in  name."** 

The  Legislature  passed  an  act  on  February  l6th,  188^,  validat- 
ing the  plaxw  of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  "An  Act  Recognizing 
the  University  of  Blorida"  read  thusi 

The  people  of  the  State  of  Blorida,  r^resented 
in  Senate  and  AssCTtoly,  do  enact  as  foUonrst 

Section  1.    That  the  Florida  University  as  or- 
ganized at  the  city  of  Tallahassee  be  recognized  as 
the  University  of  the  State,  and  to  be  known  as  the 
University  of  Floridaj  provided,  there  shall  be  no 
aaqpense  incura^ed  by  the  State  by  reason  of  this  act. 

Secticffi  2.    l^iat  the  University  continue  under 
its  present  organisation  and  officers  until  such  fui*- 
thcr  action  be  taken  by  the  State  Legislature  as  the 
case  may  require.^ 


Op.  cit.,  pp.  hS^T* 

Laws  of  Flta-ida,  1885,  Chap.  3663. 
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Success  did  not  attaid  Dr.  Kost's  effoarts  to  get  the  framers 
of  the  state  constitution  to  give  c<Mastituti(Mial  sanction  to  th« 
Institution.    On  the  third  day,  June  11th,  of  the  constitutiaial 
convention  of  1885,  Walker,  Jr.,  dele^te  from  Leon  Ckxinty, 

offered  the  foUovlng  aoaorialt 

Tallahassee,  Fla«,  June,  18^ 
To  the  Hon(»'able,  the  Menbers  of  the  Constituticmal 
Convention,  Tallahassee) 

The  Regents  of  Uie  University  of  florida  most 
respectfully  memorialize  your  honorable  body  on  the 
liqMrtance  of  providing,  in  the  revision  of  the  Coi- 
stitution,  aiaply  for  the  maintenance  of  the  State 
University,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  old  Con- 
stituticMi,  in  Secticm  2  of  Article  VIII,  and  the 
prescribing  more  distinctly  the  method  by  irhich  tlie  • 
endowment  and  maintenance  shall  be  made*    If  this  is 
to  be.  Sis  seems  by  the  old  Constitution,  by  joint 
use  of  the  common  school  fUnd,  then  this  should  be 
better  specified. 

Your  monorialists  respectfully  represent  th« 
great  importance  of  this  provisim  to  the  bluest  '■■ 
interests  of  the  State  in  every  way,  and  refer  to 
the  fact  that  the  sister  States  have  all  made  ample 
provisicm  for  their  great  Universities.  - 

J.  Kost,  Chancellor 

.J.  T.  Bernard,  Secretary^ 


This  nanorlal  nas,  cn  motion  of  Me»  S.  6.  Cmorrer,  also  repre* 
senting  Leon  County,  ordered  printed  in  the  Journal  and  referred  to 
the  ^propriate  ooranittee*    The  report  of  the  Coonlttee  on  Edacation 
Has  made  on  July  2nd*    It  recommended  that  the  *-Co(ntBunicati(si  of  J* 
Koet,  praying  for  provision  being  made  £ar  sustenance  of  the  Univer- 
sity at  Tallahassee"  be  laid  opoa  the  table  and  made  no  mmtion  of 
that  institution  in  Article  IX,  Education,  idiich  it  presented  for 


66  , 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Constitutional  Convent ioo 
of  the  State  of  TYoHda,  liilS5»  P« 
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the  consideratiai  of  Xhe  delegates. 

On  June  17to,  18^,  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  state  instl- 

tutlai  in  Lake  City  resolved  that  it  ima  their  belief  "that  toe 

educational  interests  of  this  State  would  be  advanced  and  furtoered 

by  the  consolidation  of  the  Agricultural  College  and  the  florid* 

University,  uixier  the  name  of  the  University  of  KLorlda  and  Agrl- 

68 

cultural  CoUege^and  that  we  recoomend  the  saiae."       G.  L»  GroMr 
statedi 

This  resolution,  irtiich  appears  in  full  in  the  188? 
and  1888  catalogues  of  the  Agricultxural  College,  ^.ould 
perhaps,  however,  cause  little  surprise,  for  in  the 
former  of  these  two  catalogues  there  is  to  be  found  in 
the  roster  of  the  facility  the  name  of  the  versatile  "Rev. 
J,  Kost,  LL«  D«,  Professor  of  ?,toral  PhiJLosc^hy  and  Geol- 
ogy, and  Curator  of  T/useum,"  with  the  footnote^  "Rev,  J« 
Kost  is  also  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Florida."^ 

It  is  not  known  exactly  how  long  florida  University  continued 

to  exist*    "According  to  the  American  Medical  Association  directory 

of  colleges,  the  medical  school  was  moved  to  Jacksonville  in  1885* 

70 

...  It  went  out  of  existence  in  1886."      The  Catalogue  of  the 

Fl<»rlda  State  College  of  1903-4i  contained  the  paragraph! 

In  1863  the  institution  now  long  officially  known 
as  the  'tVest  Florida  Seminary,  was  organised  by  the  ^ 
Board  of  Mucation  as  The  Literary  College  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  flfxrida.    Owing  to  lack  of  means  for  the 
mpport  of  this  more  ambitious  project,  and  also  owing 
to  the  fact  that  scxm  thereafter  schools  for  technical 
training  were  establii^ed,  this  association  was  soon 
dissolved* 7^ 

i. 

^  Ibid.,  pp.  213,  2II4-217. 

^  FlOTida  Agricultural  College  Catalogue,  I867,  p.  15. 

"Florida  University  (1883),"  Florida  Historical  Society  Quar- 
terly. IV  (October,  1936),  111. 

Florida  State  College  Catalogue,  1903-U,  p.  13. 
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Birick  mentiorwd  the  institution  bj  noting  thatt 

In  the  same  period  there  was  an  attempt  to  estal)-  > 
Hah.  a  Flortda  University  at  Tallahassee,  Chancellor 
J.  Kost  being  at  the  head  of  tiie  enterprise,  but  this 
failed  after  a  brief  and  precariotts  tadBUsoom**^ 

Superintendait  William      Sheats  only  segattoned  it  in  passings 

W«  now  tread  gently  yjpon  the  ashes  of  the  "Blorida 
University,"  the  ignis  fatuas  tliat  flared  up  in  Febru- 
ary, 1883,  issued  a  catalogue  for  the  year  l881t-85,  and 
disappeared,  thou^  predicted  to  becocoe  ttxo  "chief  cope 
st<Mie  to  our  educatiojal  fabric." 

The  curtain  rang  dewn  on  the  "Rererend  Doctor  John  Koat,  A*  M., 
H.  D.,  LL*  D."  on  July  26th,  I888,  «han  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  florida  Agricultural  College  conducted  a  hearing  in  which  Dr. 
Ko«t,  Shorn  of  tlie  titles  of  Chancellor  of  ttie  University  and  Cur*- 
tor  of  the  Museum,  no\T  merely  Director  of  the  Isaeperiment  Otation, 
was  diarged  with  "meiklacity,  mischief  making,  and  dishaiesty"  by 
hii  subordinate.  Dr.  G.  Troupe  Maxwell.    The  decision  was  as  fol* 

lows  I  - 

'      *        The  finding  is  unanimous  that  Dr.  J.  Kost,  director 
of  the  £]Q>eriment  i:>tati(»,  is  not  guilty  of  the  charges 
preferred  against  him  by  Dr.  George  Troup*  Usxmll  ia 
the  s^se  and  meaning  which  they  isqi^ly,  and  that  it  is 
not  shoRn  that  in  the  matters  charged  he  lias  been  guilty 
of  any  wrongful  intent  in  law  or  iBorals)  but  it  appears 
trm  the  evidence,  and  is  the  opini<»i  of  this  Board, 
that  his  conduct  has  been  characterized  hy  a  great 
lack  of  discretion,  both  in  cozrposition  and  manner,  and 
that  in  many  instances  he  has  slionvn  a  want  of  dignity 
and  self'-c<»itrol  wholly  unbecoming  one  occupying  his 
positicHi. 
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Memoirs  of  I-lorida,  I,  p.  35U. 
73    — - 

^orida  Senate  Joanxal,  1895,  Biennial  Report  of  the  Super- 
intend«it  of  iSibiic  Instruction  of  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  Two 
Years  Eriding  June  30,  lQ9k,  pp.  51-52. 


112 


The  followii^  resolutions  were  also  adoptedi 

Resolved,  that  in  view  of  the  findings  of  the  Bosrd 
this  day.  Dr.  J.  Kost,  director  of  the  Experiiaeot 

Station  be  requestea  to  resign  his  office. 

Resolved,  whereas.  Dr.  J.  Kost,  director  of  the  ISjd- 
periraent    Station,  has  been  3-eq\xested  to  resign  by 
this  bosrdf  and  whereas,  all  his  staff  were  appointed 
on  the  reoomraendatiai  of  Dr.  Kostj  therefore,  it  is 
Reaolv«d,  That  Dr.  Maxwell,  Dr.  Appel,  Professor  Chir- 
tis,  and  Professor  Ashmead  are  requested  to  resign 
•L«e»  In  order  that  the  successor  to  Dr.  Kost  may  r»" 
MHend  «hQm  he  pleases  on  his  staff .''^ 

Ur.  Kost* 8  five  years  c<Hinecti<»i  wi«i  higher  educatiwi  in 
Florida  was  ranarksOile,  not  only  for  his  meteoric  rise  and  fall, 
but  for  his  extraordinary  ability  to  make  gullible  for  hia  schemes 
■ttch  mai  as  David  S.  vValker,  W.  D.  BlcDdiam,  and  Rev.  Charles  Deecher 
who  lent  their  nau^s  and  prestige  to  his  activities. 

Although  there  had  been  some  discussion  of  the  question  of 
consolidation  of  state  institutions  of  higher  loaming,  this  at- 
tempt at  consolidation  cannot  be  interpreted  as  resulting  tram  any 
generdL  ssntlaent  or  planning  of  officials  or  sdioeO.  people  of  the 
state.    It  was  the  result,  in  fact,  of  the  scheming  and  persc«ial 
SBBbitiai  of  one  man,  and  the  sasc^tibility  of  men  high  in  publi* 
office  and  the  estean  of  the  people  to  let  a  very  medioM^  perscm 
influence  tfacm.    Thus,  the  attengrt  was  doomed  to  failure  from  the 
b^lnning* 
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C*    The  Noraal  Schools 

It  win  be  remembered  that  the  Act  of  l8^  ishich  created  the 
East  and  .sest  Florixia  Seminaries,  stated* 

,  •  •  the  first  purpose  of  which  shall  be  the  instrac- 
tioo  of  perscaas,  both  male  and  fenale,  in  the  art  of 
tauhiog  all  the  vario\is  branches  t!:iat  pertain  to  a 
tfiHi  MOiMtt  aohool  eduoatloa  •  •  .  • 

Little  or  no  attention  was  paid  to  this  part  of  the  law.  This 

vas  probably  because  the  attendance  at  the  two  seminaries  was  alinost 

entirely  local  and  that  in  the  early  years  of  their  eacisterwe,  few, 

if  any,  students  werc^  above  ttie  elementary  level.    It  «w  not  until 

after  the  War  Between  the  States  when  Recocstructiai  was  well  under 

way  Uiat  the  leaders  of  education  in  Florida  began  to  stress  the 

need  of  normal  training  fear  teachers*    Superintendent  Chase,  that 

ptr<%ressive  and  visionary  "iaaport"  from  Ohio,  was  the  first  to 

tnroach  tlie  question  of  noraal  schools.    In  his  rep<Mrt  to  a  sproial 

comraittee  of  the  Legislature  in  1869  he  referred  to 

...  a  moven^nt  which  is  on  foot  in  several  of  the 
Southern  States.    The  dsject  of  it  is  to  secure  the 
cooperation  and  aid  of  the  general  government  in  es» 
tablishin^i  coonon  and  normal  schools  in  these  States 
on  an  enlarged  and  iopartial  basis. 

Two  years  later,  in  1871,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
Henry  Queries  included  in  his  Biennial  Report  a  ten  page  address 
given  by  Edward  Everett  en  "Normal  Schools"  on  the  occasimi  of  the 
opening  of  a  normal  school  at  Barre,  Blaissachusetts.    In  the  sams 
report.  Super intendent  Quarles  renarfeed  about  the  lilorida  situati(»i} 

Laws  of  Florida,  1850-51»  Chap.  337,  Sec.  1,  p.  97. 
Florida  House  Journal,  1869,  p.  81. 
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A  normal  school  seems  to  be  an  imperative  neces- 
sityj  but  when  shall  we  have  one?    The  school  building 
at  Jacksonville,  whidi  is  the  largest  and  finest  school 
edifice  in  the  State  was  designed  for  that  purpose,  but 
want  of  means  prevents  the  original  object  jCrcwi  being 
carried  out  at  present.*' 

Again,  in  1873,  Jwiathan  C.  Qlbbs,  Florida's  only  Hegro  Sup«OP- 
intendent,  and  incidently  the  only  Florida  State  Superintendent  to 
be  invited  to  give  an  address  before  the  National  Educatiai  Asso- 
ciation (13th  Annual  Meeting  at  Elaira,  N.  T,,  August,  1873),  sug- 
gested  that  l^e  State  at  least  hold  a  teaches*  instltuts. 

I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  Legislatore 
i^H"E  an  appropriation  for  a  teacher's  Institute  at 
some  prominent  point  ^  this  state,  at  as  early  a  day 
as  practical. 


•  •  •  • 


Acting  S\:qperintendffi3t  Saauel  B*  Mcldn,  next  to  the  last  of 
Florida's  "Reconstructioi''  State  Superintendents,  said  in  his 
port  for  the  year  aiding  September  30th,  187U» 

Ctae  of  the  best  means  for  increasing  the  ef fician- 
cy  of  our  school  syston  is  the  empl<^^nt  of  competent 
teachers.    School  laws,  taxes,  apparatus,  books,  etc., 
are  mcnrthless  without  good  teachers  .... 

The  best  meaiis,  however,  of  obtaining  ccxirpetent 
teachers  is  to  provide  some  special  training  in  the  art 
of  teaching,  such  as  is  furnished  by  the  Normal  Schools 
and  Teacher's  Institutes.    This  is  the  only  State  in 
the  UniOTi  that  is  without  an  institute  for  the  educa;- 
tiai  of  teachers,  and  until  one  is  established  we  will 
look  in  vain  for  a  higher  standard  of  ^cellence  in  the 
instructors  of  the  youth  of  the  State. 
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florida  ^enate  Journal,  1871,  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Super- 
intcaident  of  Public  Instruction,  p.  hO» 
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Ibid.,  187U,  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Superint«adent  of  Public 
Instruction  of  ttie  State  of  Florida  for  Uie  Year  Fhding  Sqjtanber  30, 
1873,  p.  6. 
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Ibid.,  187$,  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  of  the  State  of  i^lorida  for  the  Year  Isnding  Sept«nber  30, 
I87li,  I9«  kk  and  U6. 
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■it- 

Superintendent  Hicka,  in  the  last  report  made  by  a  Republican 
State  Superintendent  of  JPuhlic  Instruction,  on  Deceniber  3l8t,  1876, 
stressed  the  great  need  far  a  normal  school.    He  stated! 

The  need  of  Normal  School  is  painfully  appairent. 
Teachers  apt  to  teach  is  ^le  desidwrataa.    Such  teach- 
ers are  rare,  especially  with  us,  and  theic  seems  no 
help  for  it  until  we  shall  be  able  to  establish  a 
better  proportion  between  the  compensation  and  the 
labor  of  the  school*   7ie  must  raise  up  teachers  from 
among  our  own  people*    To  do  Uiis  efficiently  the  nor- 
aal  school  must  be  established*  •  •  • 

The  Normal  School  system  presents  the  feasible 
and  efficient  method*    vse  are  without  such  a  school, 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  crying  necessity  will  meet 
an  appropriate  response  from  an  appreciative  Legis- 
lature.^ 

Altdiough  Superintendent  »*  P*  Haisley  was  an  appointee  of  Demo- 
cratic Governor  George  F,  Drew,  and  ttierefore  tiie  first  Danocratic 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instructi(m  after  the  Reconstructicxi 
Period,  he  agreed  with  his  Republican  predecessors  on  this  qaestion 
of  nozmal  sdiools*    Superintendent  Haisley,  in  his  first  r^KXTtf 
made  on  December  3l8t,  1678,  wrotet  • , 

Normal  schools,  or  schools  for  the  training  of 
teachers,  have  long  been  considered  in  the  older  States  ; 
as  most  in^ortant  adjxmcts  of  the  coranon  school  system, 
and  claim  among  their  early  advocates  in  this  country, 
such  distinguished  charactiers  as  Horace  Mann,  the  widl- 
known  educator,  and  Governor  UeWitt  Clint(»i  of  New 
York  *  *  •  • 

niat  a  want  of  efficient  teachers  is  me  most  deep* 
ly  felt  in  our  State,  is  known  to  every  one  11610  has  ever 
in  any  way  been  connected  wiUi  the  managanent  of  our 
public  schools*    >«e  have  sufficient  talent  among  us  if 
cultivated  and  developed,  to  fill  our  schools  with  a 


Ibid*,  1877,  Appendix,  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  of  the  State  of  Florida  icar  the  Year  J^inding  Deoesgber 
31st,  I876,  pp*  9k  and  95. 
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most  excellent  class  of  teachers,  yet  from  every 
county  come  esqpressions  of  regret  that  we  have  so 
fear  #io  are  fully  qualified  to  perform  the  dutiea     ■  -  j  '  .  ? 
of  the  schoolrooa*    For  while  it  is  true  that  there 
has  been  some  ii5>rovement  in  this  respect  during 
the  last  tHo  years,  it  is  nanrertheless  a  lamentable 
fact  that  many  are  still  enployed  who  are  sadly  want- 
ing in  canpetency.    As  a  means  of  correcting  this 
evil,  I  know  of  nothing  idiich  would  be  moLe  effect 
tual,  or  which  would  result  in  more  advantage  to  ttie 
conmonwealth,  toan  the  establidament  of  a  school  for 
the  instruction  and  training  of  those  who  e/xpect  to 
make  teadiing  a  professicm*    An  institutican  of  this 
character,  with  a  department  devoted  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  those  Trtio  are  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of  ihe 
branches  to  be  taught,  and  another  to  the  training 
of  such  as  have  this  knowledge,  in  the  methods  and 
practice  of  teaching  and  in  the  management  of  schools, 
would  soon  give  to  many  secticxns,  well  qualified  and 
acco^lished  teachers,  and  at  the  same  time  stimulate 
effort  and  application  on  the  part  of  others  now  en-  t 
gaged  in  this  work«"^ 

Haisley,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  a  graduate  of  Xale  and  Harvard 
was  truly  interested  in  teacher-training.    In  his  second  report  of 
Dapartbor  31st,  1880,  he  repeated  his  recoranendatioea  tar  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  normal  school*    He  announced  that  teachers'  insti- 
tutes had  been  held  in  most  of  the  larger  counties,  and  that  the 
East  Florida  Seminary  had  established  a  noraal  department*    He  un- 
doubtedly was  the  moving  factor  behind  this  advancen^t.    He  stated, 
however,  that 

The  success  of  the  Trustees  of  the  East  Florida 
Seminary  does  not  furnish  an  argument  against  the  plan 
proposed  of  combining  the  Agricultural  College  and 
Sminary  funds,  but  it  is  rather  an  evidence  that  said 
plan  should  be  adopted*    The  endomo^t  of  scholarships 


Ibid.,  1879,  Appendix,  Biennial  RqpOTt  of  the  Superintendent 
of  PublicTEstructial  for  the  School  Years  1876-7  and  I878,  p.  180* 
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cannot  be  effected  under  the  present  arrangement. 
Either  of  the  funds  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  enable 
us  to  do  this,  but  if  they  are  caabined  and  devoted 
to  the  supDort  of  aie  institution,  the  task  T/iH  be- 
come easy."* 

He  stated  further: 

By  a  cGObination  of  the  Agricultoral  College  and 
Seninary  Funds,  with  the  additional  aid  we  would  re- 
ceive from  the  Feabody  J\ind,  there  would  be  an  asspLe 
aaount  to  operste  the  normal  school  rtferred  to,  and 
to  endow  a  certain  mmber  of  scholarships  for  both 
^ite  and  colored  teachers,  in  separate  departments, 
tay  lAich  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  both  i^es, 
Goold  be  benefited*^^ 

Halsley  was  succeeded  by  Eleaaer  K«  Foster  of  Sanford  on  JanEO- 
ary  31st,  l88l.    Superintendent  ]j'oster,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  a 
graduate  of  Tale  and  a  lawyer  by  profession,  was  appointed  by 
Oovwnor  WilUan  li,  Bloodiam.    Mr.  Foster  carried  on  the  work  of  his 
predecessoir  in  improving  the  training  of  teachers.    IMs  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  teachers'  institutes  were  conducted  in 
various  places  throu^out  the  state  during  his  tezm  of  office.  His 
opiaLaa  of  the  establishment  of  a  noaraul  adbool  osy  be  gathered 
from  this  statementt 

It  would,  of  course,  be  imich  better  could  the 
Stete  Mtsblicdi  a  Normal  School  in  which  schoLarships 
were  given  to  a  limited  number  of  pupils  from  each  of 
the  counties  in  the  State.    This  would  gradually  ele- 
vate the  standard  of  teacliing  throughout  the  CaaacH*- 
wealth,  and  but  a  few  years  would  be  necessary  to 
prove  the  wisdom  of  such  a  measure.    It  would,  in  the 
«3d,  be  more  economical  to  educate  tiie  teachers  than 
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Ibid.,  1881,  Appendix,  Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintea- 
dent  of  P3blic  Insteuction  for  the  School  Years  of  1879  and  1880, 
p.  185. 

^  Ibid.,  p.  187. 
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to  continue  to  eraploy  those  who  are  incompetent  to 
train Jthe  minds  of  the  young,  as  is  now  too  often  th« 

Fostsr  resigned  in  February,  1881i,  to  return  to  hie  law  prac- 
tice* Cjovemor  Bloocham  appointed  Albert  J»  Russell,  Scliool  Super- 
intendent in  Duval  County,  to  succeed  him.  Superintendent  Russall 
•erred  over  eight  years  and  witnessed  the  establishment  of  the  two 
loQg  sought  for  normal  schools* 

He  was  even  more  peirsistent  than  State  Stq)erintGnd«tit  Foster 

in  conducting  teactiers*  institutes  and  nonnals  throughout  th« 

State*    In  his  first  report  he  stated: 

Teachers'  Institutes  were  held  in  (^incy  (two), 
one  for  white  teachers  and  one  for  colored  teachersj 
two  in  Tallahassee,  one  for  coLared  and  oob  for  white 
teachersj  two  in  MadisoD,  one  for  -sAiite  and  one  for 
colored  teadaers;  one  in  Lake  City,  for  colored  teach- 
ers} and  one  in  Polk  county,  for  imite  teaches*  The 
asiount  espaadad  from  the  State  appropriati<»i  in  the 
support  and  conducting  of  these  Institutes  was  ;?756»15* 
To  this  amount  was  added  nwrney  received  from  the  Pea- 
body  FuiKi  in  aid  of  Institute  work."^  v. 

Ifr*  Foster  also  reported  that  a  normal  school  was  conducted 

in  Tallahassee  during  July,  1883,  and  that  boUi  the  East  I'lorida 

Seminary  and  the  West  Florida  Seadnary  c^serated  normal  departments 
86 

in  1863-3U*      Normal  schools  two  months  in  length  were  conducted 

On 

for  colcred  people  in  both  Tallahassee  and  Gainesville*      He  re- 
Si; 

Ibid.,  1683,  Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  Year  £nding  December  30,  1881,  p*  212* 
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Ibid*,  1885,  Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  Year  ijading  1081;,  p*  3* 

^  Ibid. 

Ibid.,  p.  9. 
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ported  that  two  young  ladies.  Misses  NeUie  Bassett  and  Bessie  Linn, 

had  been  awarded  diplomas  of  Licentiate  of  Instruction  £rca  the  East 
88 

Florida  Seminary.       It  is  probable  that  these  two  young  ladlea 

the  first  to  graduate  from  a  normal  course  in  a  Florida  institution* 

Vhile  no  graduates  fjrom  the  normal  dq?artjaent  are  reported  from 

the  West  Florida  Seminary, 

Special  attentitm  is  given  to  normal  training.  • 
♦  •  The  class  now  noRbers  tenj  eight  nales  and  two  fe- 
males*  The  studflntB^now  in  att&idanc*  would  do  credit 
to  any  institution.^ 

Toward  the  end  of  his  r^xsrt.  Superintendent  Foster  reoa»- 
aendeat 

#  #  #  a  c<»tinuance  of  the  appropriation  for  Ko(P» 
oal  instruction,  and  in  addition  to  the  regular  work  of 
the  Nonnal  Departments  of  the  SeraiJiarles  to  provide  for 
tsfo  months'  schools  for  white  teachers  now  engaged  in 
teaching  and  who  cannot  attend  the  Seminauries.  •  •  ."^ 

It  is  indeed  strange  tliat  I-ostw  was  the  first  superintendent 

In  fifteen  years  irtio  failed  to  reeonneiKl  toe  estabUfliaMHtt  of  a 

ncaroal  school  in  his  biennial  report j  yet  within  a  year,  not  th» 

Legislature,  but  a  constitutional  convention  was  to  nake  aandatoty 

the  establishment  of  such  a  school.    It  is  not  likely  that  Ttrntrnf 

opposed  a  normal  school.    He  was  probably  interested  in  the  success 

of  the  normal  departioKita  in  the  two  Seminaries  and  in  the  variouB 

toachers'  institutes  held  over  the  state,  and  felt  that  a  normal 

school  for  Florida  was  yet  a  good  many  years  away. 
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The  Legislature  of  1885  passed  an  act  callinc  for  a  constittt- 

Uonal  convention.^^   This  convention  met  in  Tallahassee  on  June  9th, 

1885,  and  proceeded  to  arganise.    The  Coraadttee  m  Education  «U 

congjosed  of  J.  P.  Hall  of  Hillsborou^,  chairman,       M.  Sheats  of 

Alachua,  J.  M.  Landrum  of  Santa  Rosa,  W.  U.  Ives  of  Columbia,  Angua 

Pat€rson  of  !3adison,  Sydney  L.  Carter  of  Levy,      T.  Scott  of  Gadsden, 

52 

C«  W.  Louis  of  Nassau,  and  H.  W.  Chardler  of  ^'a^ion. 

By  far  the  most  vocal  man  on  the  Conadttee  (and  as  far  as 

school  niatters  were  concerned,  in  the  convention),  ««a      N»  Saeats* 

Sheats,  at  tlie  time  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  conventi<Mi,  was 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  In  Alaciraa  County,  and  later 

served  for  mary  years  as  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

He  was  so  vigilant  and  so  determined  to  get  adequate  provisions  in 

the  new  Constltutiai  for  both  tlie  coranon  schools  and  public  higher 

education,  that  he  was  dubbed  ttxe  "school  crank"  of  the  ctmvention 

by  John  Taai^e  Qraras,  ar.,  i^o  was  at  that  tijae  editor  of  the  Daily 

93 

Herald  of  Jacksonville. 

Sheats,  liiiBself ,  admittdd  after  listing  nost  of  the  major 

changes  in  the  scdiool  structure  nade  by  the  new  Cwistitutiai,  that 

It  is  a  matter  of  history,  which  he  trusts  he  may 
wltti  pardonable  pride  mention  here,  that  the  writer.  .  « 
was  the  author  of  all  but  one  of  these  provi8i<^,  and  a 
firm  and  zealous  advocate  of  all  of  Uieau  .  • 

2L  ^TLorida,  1085,  Chap.  3577,  p.  20.     '  ' 

^  Pr<ywH1lng8  of  toe  Constitutional  Convention  of  Flcg'ida, 
1885,  pp.  5U  and  ^9^31^"  "" 

Sheats,  op.  cit.,  p.  m» 

9^IbicU 
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to  the  fortieth  day  of  the  convention  (July  27th,  1885),  after 

auch  debate,  many  amendments  and  countenmjveB,  it  traus  agreed  that 

the  following  8ecti<»i  relating  to  nomel  schools  be  inserted  in  the 

peroposed  new  coaostitutioni 

Article  XII,  Sectiai  1U»    The  Legislatizre  at 
its  first  sessiffli  shall  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment, maintenance  and  management  of  such  Normal 
Schools,  not  to  exceed  two,  as  the  interest  of 
public  education  may  demand?^ 

The  final  vote  mm  Mventy  to  fifteen.    It  is  interesting  to 
note  vhich  delegates  voted  against  this  section.   They  ^an  Slaekbura 
of  Suwannee,  Clarke  of  Jeffers<n,  Clark  of  Jackscn,  Davis  of  Gadsden, 
Edge  of  «talton,  Hez>ndoa  of  Baker,  Hicks  of  Franklin,  Jones  of  Jeffer- 
soa.  Love  of  Gadsden,  Milton  of  Jackson,  Morgan  of  Suwannee,  Odon 
of  Bradford,  Qrman  of  FrvUclin,  Richard  of  Bradf ord^  and  St<ae  of 
Calhoon* 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  exc^t  four  of  the  fifteen  lAio  opposed 
this  section  vere  from  west  of  the  Suwannee  Biver*   The  renaining 
four  were  fSrom  Suwannee  County,  which  borders  the  rast  side  of  the 
Suwannee  River,  and  from  Baradf^d  County,  another  north  Florida 
County*    If  this  were  a  sociological  study  a  nuo^er  of  interesting 
flings  might  be  pointed  out  in  relatl(xi  to  this  vote-— such  as  the 
racial  stock,  the  nativity  of  the  people  of  that  section,  the  eco- 
nomic conditiwi  of  the  delegates  to  the  convention  in  contrast  to 
their  constituents,  and  the  general  cultural  pattern  of  that  sectioo. 

Constitution  of  the  SUte  of  tlwida,  1885,  Art.  XII,  Sec. 

ill* 
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The  delegates  trm  West  and  North  Florida  were,  as  a  elass,  of  ths 

"landed  aristocracy"  &rjd  were  not  interested  in  being  taxed  to 
•ducate  the  "poor  irtiitea*"    On  the  other  hand,  tlie  delegates  £r<m 
the  central  and  southern  portions  of  the  state  irere  more  rec@at 
lanigrants,  more  eosau^olitan,  less  boiSKi  by  traditioa^  and  heoca 
Bore  progressive  in  their  educational  outlook. 

Although  practically  all  the  opposition  cane  from  West  ilarlda^ 
yet  t»o  years  later  tb«  Lsglslature  of  1887  placed  both  of  the  a«» 
institutions  in  that  section  of  the  state*    To  one  not  familiar 
vith  the  political  control  exercised  by  that  section  during  this  - 
period  and  later,  it  might  appear  ihat  the  rest  of  the  state  tias 
awved  by  altruistic  motives. 

The  Constitution  framed  by  the  Gcmstitational  C<»venti<m  of 

1885  Wfts  su1»itted  to  the  voters  cm  Rovenber  2r^,  1866,  and 

97 

adopted  by  a  vote  of  31,803  to  21,2li3« 

The  Legislature  of  1887  aet  on  April  5th.    Although  the  pro- 
visimt  for  iJoB  establishment  of  t«ro  normal  spools  had  been  made 
mandatory  <xi  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature,  neither  the  Gover- 
nor nor  the  State  ^perint«id«it  of  Public  Instruction  mentioned  the 
fact,  or  made  any  recommendation  toward  the  carrying  out  of  that 
proviBi<avof  the  Constitution  in  their  message  or  reports.  Governor 
Mngpd  A.  Fexry,  ^  his  message  to  the  Legislature,  had  only  the 
foUowLng  to  say  about  teacher  training* 


96 
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Collins,  tlorida  Constitution  of  1685,  p.  82. 
Rerick,  og.  cit.,  p.  36I. 
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TEACHERS*  INSTITUTES  ,.  ,  ; 

Through  Uie  seal  of  the  State  Superinterklent, 
and  the  sdioaL  officials  in  the  various  counties, 
increased  pride  and  interest  in  their  high  calling 
has  been  engendered  in  ttie  teachers,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved great  good  acccnplished  by  the  Institutes  held 
throu^^hout  the  State* 

NORMAL  SCilOOIS 
Such  an  increased  interest  was  manifested  in 
these  schools  in  1886,  and  consequently  so  much  more 
benefit  derived  £rom  them  than  in  the  year  preceding, 
as  to  give  satisfactory  assurance  that  the  e;qpenditure 
for  their  maintenance  is  a  yrise  one.' 

V      the  Oaremor  was  using  the  term  "Normal  SKdioaLB"  here  to  refer 

to  the  two  maiths  normal  session  held  in  the  sumompr: 

-     Viile  Superinteodant  ftussoll  re|>arted  aaeb.  progress  in  the 

number  and  quality  of  teachers*  instltwti*  and  emamOaA  the  wxck 

of  the  normal  deparfenents  of  the  East  and  West  Florida  Seminaries, 

he  is  strangely  silent  on  the  matter  of  eataKLishing  separate  nor- 
99 

mal  schools*  ■.;;..:v-<.  .  . 

On  April  l^th,  1887,  Representative  Pelot  of  Manatee  County  iia- 

troduced  Hcnse  Bill  9h$  itiioh  provided  for  the  est^iLidiment  of  a 

state  normal  school*    It  vas  read  the  first  time  and  referred  to 

100 

the  CcBDdttee  on  fidxication*  >  ■ 

Senator  Wall  of  Hillsborough  Coonty..  two  da:^  later,  intpodoead 

Senate  Bill  97,  which  «as  identical  to  the  one  Representative  Pelot 

had  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives* 

^  '  -[■■ 

Florida  House  Joumal,  1887,  Message  of  the  Qovemor,  p*  17* 

Ibid*,  Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
structioo  for  the  iachod  Years  1885  and  1686,  pp* 

^  Ibid*,  pp.  127-128.  - 
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A  atwJy  of  the  Legislative  Journal  of  188?  ahrnn  that  mrerai 
bills  r^ating  to  the  establi^ent  of  normal  schools  w&re  intro- 
duced*  Among  these  were  bills  by  Senator  J<ne8  of  Walton  County 
and  Senator  Chandler  of  Uarion  County,  in  the  Senate.    In  the  Hoas* 
of  Representatives,  in  additLco  to  the  bill  introduced  by  Pelot, 
bills  were  introduced  by  Oibbs  of  Duval,  Bielby  of  V<d.u8ia,  azui 
KLitch  of  Levy  County.  - 

The  oain  oontendors  for  the  location  of  the  irtiite  noraal  school 

Included  &iinesvxlle,  Ocala,  and  DeFcmiak  Sjarings.   A  fight  developed 

in  the  House  between  Ocala  and  DePuniak  Springs.    A  bill  -was  undar 

o<»8ideration  to  place  the  sdiool  in  Ocala,  but  Csmpbell  of  Walton 

County  tried  to  get  an  amendment  Miich  would  place  it  in  DePuniak 

springs.    The  proposed  amendment  was  voted  down  tWBntj*-four  to 
101 

thirty^tvo.        The  following  day  the  House  voted  to  reconsider  its 

action  ami  by  a  vote  of  toirty-two  to  twenty-«ine  to  recooanit  the 
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bill  to  the  CoiOQittee  on  Bducati<»  for  further  consideration. 

The  aa^rity  r^<n*t  of  the  Coranittee  on  Education  again 

oc8nmended  Ocala  for  the  site  of  the  school,  without  stating  their 

ICQ 

reaaons  in  the  Journal.        However^  the  ninority  group  made  the 

followir^  report  in  favor  of  DeFoniak  Springsi  V  „  , 

From  the  different  places  represented  before  your 
ooonittee  it  did  not  appear  that  any  place  had  the  ad- 
vanta^^es  for  education  and  had  done  so  mucii  in  the  way 
of  establishing  instituticsis  of  learning  as  DeFuniak 

^  Ibid.,  pp,  52li^25.  ,      ,  - 

^  Ibid.,  pp.  $32-533. 


Ibid.,  pp.  566-567. 
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Spaing,  in  Walton  county,  Blorida,    The  Floetdn  Chau- 
tauqua, established  for  the  purpose  of  disseminating 
Isaming,  affoirds  advantages  for  the  training  of 
tMohers  that  no  other  place  in  Florida  can,  and  has  no 
grog  shops  or  other  places  of  getting  intoxicating 
drinks  that  so  often  taapt  Uie  yowng  to  go  astray, 
and  possessing  all  the  above  named  advantages,  think  . 
that  the  nonnal  8(^ool  should  have  been  located 
there. 

Y«ry  respectfully, 

C«  L*  McKinnon,  < 
Of  Conmittee 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  state  here  that  McKinnon  was  the  Re- 
presentative from  Walton  county,  and  that  his  Post  Offic*  address 
as  giv«i  in  the  Journal  was  DeFuniak  Springs. 

In  the  oeantlrae,  Gainesville,  Tallahassee,  and  Jacksonville 


«cre  eoiqpetlng  for  the  eite  of  the  Negro  nonea  school.  Finally, 
a  oaasLttee  was  i^^pointed  by  the  House  of  Repres^tatives  conqposed 
of  the  colored  members  of  the  House^  vhleh  vas  to  rwxwaend  a  lo- 
cation for  the  Negro  ediool.   Ihe  Majority  report  of  the  coomittro 
foUowst 

lour  cornodttee  a{q>ointed  to  select  a  suitable 
place  fcE"  the  location  of  the  Colored  Normal  School — 

Respectfully  r^cart  that  they  have  discharged 
the  duty  assigned  to  then  and  b^  leave  to  jnake  the 
follo«ing  report,  namely x 

We  do  not  deem  it  wise  or  e3q>edient  to  locate 
the  said  sdiool  in  ai^  seaport  town  of  this  State, 
because  of  the  epidemic  diseases  frequently  prevalent 
in  those  cities,  and  also  because  of  the  evil  example 
so  apt  to  be  set  in  seaport  towns  by  tlie  conditions 
that  surround  the  numerous  saloons  and  gaming  places 
usually  found  in  numbers  in  those  towns,  all  of  vhich 
tend  to  lead  astray  the  persons  nho  will  attend  the 
schools  aiid  v^o  should,  as  isuch  as  possible,  be  k^t 
aloof  from  these  places* 

Your  ccmnittee  further  reeooraend  that  the  8cho<^ 
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Ibid.,  pp.  583-58U. 
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be  located  west  of  the  Suwannee  rirer,  since  by  far  the  ' 
greater  portion  of  the  coloi^  people  of  the  State  live 
in  ttie  counties  west  of  ttie  said  Suwannee  river,  and  it 
is  for  their  special  benefit  and  inppovement  that  the 
school  is  sought  to  be  established. 

lour  caranittee  further  reeoaraend  that  as  said 
school  will  be  under  the  supervisicri  of  the  Superinten- 
dait  of  Public  Instruction,  and  to  visit  the  schools  in 
other  sections  of  the  State  than  the  city  wherein  the 
office  of  the  said  Su?)erintendent  is,  for  the  puiposes 
of  examination  and  supervision,  wiH  incur  greater  ex- 
pense to  the  State  in  traveling  and  ot^er  expenses, 
besides  the  inconvenience  and  possible  insufficiency 
of  the  service,  by  reason  of  such  great  distance  flpora  *; 
the  Superintendent,  therefore  your  cormittee  respect- 
fully r^wOTww^  that  the  Colored  Normal  School  be  lo- 
cated in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  in  Lean  County,  T^ft»re 
it  will  be  under  the  iJMdiate  supervision  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instaraction,  and  have  many  other 
advantages  too  numerous  to  HMntion  in  a  brief  report* 

Your  caBaiti>ee,  as  above  expressed,  favor  Tallahas- 
see for  the  first  choice,  and  Gainesville  for  the  eeoood  , 
choice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  il.  Davidson,  Jr.,  Ghairnan, 
-  Ooim  W,  Mitchell, 

Wallace  B.  Carr, 
Samuel  Fraziac, 
Clinton  Snead.-*-"^ 

Again,  it  will  be  of  interest  to  tiie  readCT  to  know  tftat  cowa- 

ties  the  personnel  of  this  conroittee  represeirted.    A  copy  of  the 

Um  of  Florida,  1887,  shows  that  Chairnan  P.  H.  Davidson,  Jr.,  was 

from  Escanfcia  County,  Joto  W,  Mitchell  frora  Leon  County,  Wallace  B» 

Garr  from  Leon  County,  Sanuel  N.  Prazier  from  Leon  County,  and  Clin- 
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ton  &»ad  front  Leon  County.        It  is  rather  hax^  to  imagine  any 
ga^e  of  surprise  f^m  the  menbers  of  t>he  House  i^en  the  report  of 
the  coninittee  was  read. 

The  lone  cMsnber  of  the  iaiiKa>ity,  i^^o  incidentally  was  froa 


j-^Ibid.,  pp,  650-651. 

^^Im  of  Klorida,  1887,  pp.  IV-V. 


127 


West,  made  the  follotring  repcart  at  the  same  timet 

The  miJicrity  respectfully  rccaanends  the  loca- 
tion of  the  said  school  at  Gainesrille,  inasmuch  aa 
that  point  is  the  most  centrally  (geograj^ically) 
situated  point,  and  coaing  as  your  conndtteemen  do, 
ftrora  the  extreme  sauliiem  portion  of  the  State,  it  - 
wovld  be  a  hai^iship  for  the  people  of  that  sectioo 
to  travel  to  liVest  Florida  to  receive  a  benefit  fim 
the  school.   Being  OK>osed  to  the  location  of  the 
same  in  a  8ea^>ort  city,  I  will  not  ask  that  tim 
Mhool  be  located  at  Key  West,  the  hooe  of 
ndnority  of  your  ccraaittee* 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  Shavers  ^ 
Of  the  Coramittee  ' 

1S»  bill  was  finally  pasMd  and  approved  by  the  Governor  m 

Usiy  31st,  1887.    It  provided  for  a  State  Haraal  S<*ool  for  vftiltes 

at  DeFaniak  Springs,  and  a  State  Normal  School  for  Negroes  at 
108 

Tallahassee.        The  fairness  and  lack  of  racial  prejudice  exer- 
cised by  the  ftamers  of  the  measure  axml  oi^er  merabers  of  the  Legis- 
lature is  seen  in  Section  hf  which  readst 

That  a  N(n>aal  School  for  the  colored  teachers  be 
also  established  at  Tallahassee,  Leon  County,  sijidlar 
in  aT>  x'e£5>ects  as  prescribed  above  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  NoxnaL  School  for  the  wtilte  teachers,  and 
subject  to  the  supervisioi  and  direction  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  and  the  saiae  amoimt  be  aHproixri-     -  ,  - 
ated  to  meet  the  curroit  expenses  of  the  said  Normal 
S<Aool  for  colored  teachera.^'^ 

Both  normal  schools  opened  on  October  3rd,  188?.    Henry  N.  Felkel, 
feanaer  Lean  County  Superintendent  of  Public  Instzniction,  who  had  more 
recently  been  conducting  teachers*  inatitutes  throoghout  the  state, 

Florida  House  Journal,  1887,  p.  6^2. 
L^  of  jjlorida.  1887,  Chap.  3692,  pp.  36-37. 
^  Ibid..  Sec.  h,  p.  37» 
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«as  chosen  as  the  first  principal  of  Uie  BeFuniak  school*   !•  DeS. 

tucker  was  selected  to  head  the  Negro  sciiool  at  Tallahassee, 

The  Florida  Chautauqua  Association  provided  a  building,  free 

of  reut,  £qc  the  aliite  school.    During  tlie  second  year  a  building 

was  ei*eeted  for  the  school.    It  was 

■"'"''^m-^f^m  crucifoxm  in  shape  and  Grecian  in  its 
etyle  of  architecture.    Ihe  main  body  of  the  crosa 
.  .  .  eighty  feet  in  leog*h  and  thirty  in  bMOdgg 
the  arras  each  being  twenty  by  twenty-five  feet. 

There  were  four  recitation  rooos,  which  they  estimated  could  care 

for  one  hundred  and  fifty  students.^   There  were  sixteen  students 

enrolled  on  the  first  day,  but  before  the  end  of  the  year  the  en- 
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rcillment  had  reached  fifty-eeven. 

A  new  building  for  the  noriiBl  school  for  Negroes  was  coii?)leted 
in  time  for  the  opming  of  the  schoca.    It,  too,  is  described  as  a 

...  sl3i?)le  Grecian  twaple,  cruciform  in 
shape,  having  ttaree  distinct  departments  for  study 
and  recitation.^^ 

The  Megro  school  opened  with  fifteen  pupils  the  first  d^,  and  itt- 

creased  to  fifty-two  toward  the  end  of  the  t««.    Due  to  the  lack 

of  py^aration  of  the  entering  students,  there  were  no  graduates  of 

the  Regro  sidiooL  for  the  first  three  years. 

Florida  iiouse  Journal,  1891,  Appendix,  Annual  Report  of  the 
Superint^aeni  ofTofxTic  tnsiruction  for  the  School  lear  Ending 
Septenber  30,  1389,  p.  1^. 

^Ibid. 

Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
far  the  'lifo"l!iigs  Erring  3unT3oTj-^9U,  p. 

];lQc^'i9,  House  Journal,  1889,  Report  of  tlie  Si^rintendeut 
of  Public  Instruction  for  the  Period  Beginning  January  1,  1887,  and 
Ending  December  31,  1887,  p.  13* 

Biennial  iieport  of  the  Superint«nd«it  of  Public  Instruction 
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Both  schools  continued  to  grow,  and  by  the  fall  term  of  the  • 

•chod  year  1890-91  eichtyfour  pxipila  were  reported  as  enrolled  in 

the  nonnal  for  whites.    The  Negro  school  repeated  an  enrollment  of 
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forty»-faur  trith  six  ei^ected  to  graduate  that  year.  Graduates 

116 

of  both  schools  were  in  great  demand. 

In  1890  the  normal  school  for  Negroes,  being  ttie  only  state 
supported  Negro  school,  became  the  recipient  of  the  Morrill  Bill 
aqppropriation  to  the  State,  sharing  equally  with  the  Elcrida  Agri- 
cultural College  in  the  federal  funds.    The  school  was  moved  froa 
its  old  site  on  College  Hill,  west  of  the  city,  to  "Highwood,"  one 
adle  south.    The  cioriculum  was  eocpanded  to  include,  in  addition  to 

the  normal  d^jartment,  academic,  agricultural  and  mechanical  de- 
ll? ryy;;- 

partiaents. 

D*    Other  State  Institutions 

The  next  state  institution  of  learning  to  be  establisiied  In 

Florida  after  the  lii«nul  Schools  was  the  South  Florida  Military  and 

Bdaeational  Institote.   By  an  act  approved  by  the  Governor  on  Hay 

29th,  109$ p  it  was  creat«i  and  placed  under  the  direction  and  con- 
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trol  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,       although  a  study  of  the 
minutes  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  shows  that  they  appointed  a 

for  the  Two  Years  Jgiiding  June  30,  189U,  p.  U5« 
IL6 


"^^"md.,  pp.  I46-U7. 


Ibid.,  p.  U6. 
Ibid.,  p.  U7. 
^  Laws  of  KLorida,  1895,  Chap,  h33k,  p.  96. 


X30 


Xooal  board  to  exercise  mar^  of  their  duties.    The  ndnutes  readt 

Ordered  Ist.    That  the  following  be  appointed 
a  local  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  South  Florida 
Military  and  Educational  Institute  located  at  Bartow, 
idtose  duty  it  shall  be  to  proTide  a  suitable  buHxt- 
lUgy  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed hereafter,  mhen  rules  and  r^ulations  for 
this  institution  may  be  adopted »    M.  H»  Johnson,  J» 
W,  Boyd,  C,  C.  Wilson,  J.  H,  Tatum,  H.  L.  Davis,  all 
of  Bartow,  William  H,  ReyK>lda  of  Lakeland,  and  E. 
JL,  Cordery  of  Fort  Meade.^ 

It  is  not  ea^  to  see  the  reason  for  the  establi^unent  of 
this  school.    Cutler  saidi 

,  .  .  the  South  Florida  Ittlltary  C<illege  ms 
•stablished  at  Bartoir,  to  balance  the  northern  mili- 
tary school  at  Gainesville.^^ 

Rerick  stated) 

This  school  was  int^ided  to  extend  the  system 
of  the  East  and  West  seirinaries  to  the  newly  de- 
veloped aectioa  of  the  State.^ 

In  ^ite  of  this  stateanan-like  verbiage,  it  is  likely  that  seo- 

ticmal  rivalzy  was  a  major  reason  behind  its  creation.    The  East 

Florida  Seminary  was  at  this  time  widely  known  for  its  ailitary 

feature,  none  of  Uie  institutions  already  established  were  oUreaft- 

crowded,  and  farthermore,  none  were  receiving  adequate  financial 

support.    Therefore,  it  is  difficult  to  assign  any  reason  except 

sectional  rivalry  for  its  establishment. 

Like  the  East  and  West  Florida  Seminaries,  the  institution  was 

in  <^peration  before  the  State  took  it  over.    It  had  been  established 


'  Florida  State  Board  of  Education,  Kinute  Book  Number  Two, 
February  11,  1883,  to  Oct<Aer  U,  1895,  p.  36?. 
120  ^  ^, 

■^"^  Og.  cit.,  I,  p.  231. 

^  0£.  cit.,  I,  p.  387. 
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£ar  a  year  when  the  act  making  it  a  state  schcxdL  was  passed.  It 

retained  all  its  faculty,  and  added  an  additional  professor 

122 

being  taken  over  by  the  State. 

5y  the  terms  of  the  act  creating  it  each  state  senator  was  em- 
powered to  ncodnate  upon  cong)etitive  cxaaination  one  cadet,  *o  anxst 

be  a  resident  of  his  senatorial  district.    The  appointment  was  for 

123  ,  ^ 

a  peidod  covering  the  full  course  of  instructioo.        Tiw  years  later 

tlie  Legislature  of  1897  made  tiie  comity  rath«r  than  the  s«iatorial 
district  the  unit  for  scholarships.    Thxis  the  nuniaer  of  scholarshipe 
was  increased  from  thirty-two  (the  nunber  of  senatorial  districts  at 
that  time)  to  forty-five  (the  number  of  counties). 

4  Letiislative  act  of  1903,  irtiich  became  a  law  without  the 
approval  of  Governor  WiUlam  Sherman  Joinings,  changed  the  name  of 
toe  instituticm  to  South  Florida  Military  College,  granted  it  author- 
ity to  confer  degrees  and  placed  it  uaier  the  control  of  a  special 
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Board  of  Trustees  to  be  apfwinted  liy  the  Qovemor.        It  was  not 

until  (Hie  year  later  (190ii)  that  the  State  received  title  to  the 

property,  although  it  had  directed  and  controlled  it  for  nine  years. 

The  prqperty  of  the  College  at  that  time  c<»isi8ted  of  thirteen  acres 

of  land  on  which  had  been  erected  barracks,  a  chemical  and  {diysical 
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laboratory,  a  gymnasixua  and  a  mess  hall. 
122 

Message  of  Governor  and  Other  Documents >  1897,  Biennial  Re- 
port of  the  ijuperTtltendent  of  ftiblic  Instruction  for  the  llro  Years 
Ending  June  30,  1896,  pp.  129  and  135. 

TO  "J 

^""^  o£  f^orida,  1895,  Chap.  I433I*,  Sec.  3,  p.  96. 
Ibid.,  1897,  Ghag.  h$6Q,  Sec.  3,  p.  112. 
Ibid.,  1903,  Chap.  5206,  pp.  283-281i. 
^  Crow,  SoutJi  Florida  Military  College,  p.  5» 
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The  criginal  faculty  of  the  school  trtien  it  opened  on  Septenb«p 
25th,  1895,  seems  to  have  been  somewhat  of  a  family  group*    It  was 
con?>osed  of  General  E.  M*  Law,  a;5>erlntendent  and  Professor  of 
Bellcs-Lettres  and  Ethics j  Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  M.  Law,  Jr.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemislary  and  Physics;  Major      L.  Law,  Professor  of 
Mft«i«natics5  and  Captain  T.  W.  Gary*  Professor  of  Latin,  En&Lidi, 

and  Assistant  in  Pl^sios.  Major  W.  L*  Lanr  was  also  Coosnandant,  and 
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Lieut«Mnt  Golcwiel  E.  M.  Law,  Jr»,  was  the  Quartermaster. 

General  Law  remained  superintendent  of  the  institution  tmtil 
January  Ist,  1903,  ifcen  he  was  succeeded  by  H.  P.  Baya*    That  Qen- 
«ral  Laew  was  popular  with  the  students  can  be  ga^^red  from  the 
following  few  sentences  foiaid  in  the  Minutes  of  the  State  Board  of 
Sducaticot 

That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  reply  to  the 
petiti<»i  of  certain  cadets  of  the  Plrst  Class  in  the 
Institute,  asking  that  they  be  allowed  to  graduate 
and  receive  diploaaas  at  the  hands  of  Gen.  E.  Law 
at  the  close  of  the  present  fall  term  of  school  in- 
stead of  at  the  close  of  the  Spring  terra  foLlowing 
and  say  to  them,  that  i^le  the  Board  appreciatas 
sentiment  prcrapting  the  request  still  it  nrust  refuse 
the  request  as  setting  a  bad  precedoit,  and  besides 
it  is  believed  that  this  class  can  put  in  five  months 
more  of  vficir  profitable  study  before  earning  their 
diplanas. 

In  contrast  to  some  of  the  ot^er  state  schools,  most  of  the 
scholarships  seon  to  have  been  used,  the  munber  of  pay  students,  hoi^ 
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Messa,^e  of  Governor  and  Other  jDocumentSj  1897,  Biennial  He- 
port  of  the  w.uperinteiKient  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  Two  Years 
Ending  June  30,  1897,  p.  135. 
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Florida  State  Board  of  Education,  Uinute  Book  Number  Three, 
October  8,  1895,  to  April  9,  1909,  p.  I43I. 
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e\rer,  appears  to  have  always  been  small*    The  superintendent  re»  • 
ported s  , .  » 

At  the  opaiing  of  the  sesslwi  of  l895j  on  Sep- 
twnber  25th,  1895,  thirtjr-one  of  the  thirty>-t*ro  State 
cadets  reported  for  duty,  the  competitive  examinations 
having  been  previously  held  and  appointments  made  ftrwa 
thirtjr'-Oine  Senatorial  districts.    The  only  rcaaaining 
raevasf  vas  filled  a  month  later*    There  were  also  in 
attendance,  eight  other  cadets  in  garrison,  and  fifteen 
"day  students"  whose  parents  resided  in  Bartow*    Of  the 
cadets  in  garrison  Oiily  two  were  discharged  during  the 
session  and  the  vacancies  were  at  once  filled  by  the 
Senators  whose  districts  they  represented*    The  average 
atteixlance  for  the  session  was  forty  cadets  In  barracks 
and  twelve  "day  students*"    There  were  no  suspensiais 
nor  expulsions  and  no  serious  breaches  of  discipline*^^ 

Cochraa^  in  menticxdng  the  instituion,  wrote  i 

It  was  tolerably  well  attended,  the  average  attend- 
ance for  the  first  eight  years  being  fifty-five*  Also, 
a  fairly  good  type  of  work  was  done,  its  graduates 
standing  high  in  business  and  professional  life  as 
thMs  of  any  oth^  school  in  the  State*^^^ 

Wim  it  is  considered  that  the  State  apin-opriated  two  hundred 

dollars  per  year  for  each  of  the  forty*»five  students  who  attended 
cn  state  scholarships,  it  can  be  seen  that  few  vore  interested  in 
attending  tMs  school  at  their  own  escpcnse*    If  all  the  scholarships 
wsre  used,  as  they  were  the  first  year,  this  would  only  total  tea 
non-state  scholarship  studraits  a  year* 

This  view  is  furtiier  an^jlified  by  the  following  quotation  taken 
£r(m  Superintendent  Sheats'  report  of  1902*    In  a  section  dealing 
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Message  of  Governor  and  Other  Documents,  1897,  Biennial  Re- 
port of  the  iiuperintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  Two  Years 
Eiiding  June  30,  1896,  p.  133* 

0£.  cit.,  p*  161* 


Tilth  tiie  South  Florida  Military  and  Educational  Institute,  he  saidt 

The  attendance  has  been  confined  mostly  to  ths 
kS  State  Scholarship  Cadets  and  for  some  reason  not 
uwierstood,  it  appears  that  considerable  difficulty 
has  been  found  in  keeping  these  appointments  filled, 
a  number  of  unclaimed  cadetships  being  filled  by 
the  Superintendent  from  ccxintles  other  than  thosa 
enUUed  to  them.^^ 

As  to  the  cost  of  operatlwi  to  the  State,  It  Is  surprising  to 

note  that  in  1889-19CX)  the  East  florida  Saalnary  nith  lh9  students 

had  an  income  of  $7,500,  the  West  Florida  Seminary,  with  an  enroll- 

Bent  of  177  studoits,  the  same  amount,  idille  the  South  Blorlda 
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Military  and  Educational  Institute  had  an  inoome  of  $9>000. 

fihile  the  type  of  student  atteaxiing  seons  to  have  been  of  hl^ 
caliber,  and  the  work  of  a  rather  good  quall^,  there  is  a  question 
as  to  idiether  the  State  was  Justified  in  expending  so  much  of  Its 
limited  funds  in  operating  this  one  Institution* 

Strictly  speaking,  the  St,  Petersburg  Normal  and  Industrial 

School  was  not  a  state  school.    The  school  was  established  by  the 

toim  of  St.  Petersburg  in  189U,  and  it  was  not  until  19CE  that  it 

had  state  aid.    In  that  year,  the  Legislature  passed  f  An  Act  to 

Assist  in  Maintaining  a  Normal  and  Industrial  Department  In  the  St* 

Petersburg  Normal  and  lodustvlal  School."   This  act  was  ^proved  b/ 
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Oo\remGr  Jennings  on  May  3lBt,  1901. 

Messages  and  Documents,  1903,  Biennial  Report  of  the  Supers 
Intemient  of  PuIdIIc  Instaructlon  for  the  Two  Years  Ending  June  30, 
1902,  pp.  167-168. 

Rerlck,  og.  clt.,  I,  p.  It05. 

Laws  of  Florida,  1901,  Chap.  U998,  pp.  lU8-lli9. 
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The  act  of  1901  a^pjotqpriated  ^0,000  for  the  next  biennium  : 
to  be  used  in  the  creation  of  fJree  scholarAips  in  all  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  scdiool,  each  member  of  tl»  Legislature  being  en- 
titled to  select  one  student  for  each  departaB«at»   The  selectioo 
«as  to  be  made  under  "regulaticMis  and  restrictions"  prescribed  hy 
the  State  Board  of  Education.    In  addition,  free  tuitiai  was  to  be 
given  to  all  students  of  the  state  la-^paring  to  teach.  ,i. 

TiK>  years  later,  the  Legislature  made  anothta*  appropriatioB  - 

I3U 

to  continue  this  work  for  the  next  bi^mixua.        The  passage  of  the 

Bucknan  Act  prevented  any  further  developmaits  towurd  T*iat  might 

have  made  ttds  a  completely  state  supported  school*  ^ 

The  report  of  the  principal,  Joseph  £•  Guising^,  made  00 

MovoBber  Ist,  1901,  gave  a  total  enrollment  of  123  students.  Three 

of  these  were  special  students  and  twelve  were  ncrmal  studoits*  The 

ccmnties  repres^ted  in  the  enrollntent  were  Hillsborou^,  Manatee, 

Pasco,  DeSoto,  Pdk,  Osceola,  Sumter,  Duval,  Mariaa,  and  Putnam.^^ 

The  second  and  last  report  made  to  the  Superintendent  two  years  later, 

showed  a  total  enrollment  of  121  students,  including  eight  special 
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students  and  ninete«i  normal  students.  •  -  -  • 

In  his  second  report  the  principal  had  great  ambitions  for  the 

Messages  and  Documents,  1905»  Biennial  Report  of  the  Super- 
intendent  of  Public  Instruction,  II,  p.  200. 
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Ibid.,  1903,  Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
InstructianTTor  the  Two  Years  Ekidlng  June  30,  pp.  195-196. 
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Ibid.,  1905,  Biennial  iiepcrt  of  the  Si^rintendent  of  Public 
Instructioi  tar  the  Two  Years  Ending  190k,  p.  201. 
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achool«   He  stated* 

It  is  my  opinion  that  this  sdaool  ^ould  be  knowa      ' ": 
as  a  State  Normal  and  Indiistrial  School.^' 

And  again,  he  gave  his  plans  for  future  development  of  the  school t 

(a)  The  erectiori  of  a  large  building  containing  re- 
citation rooms,  and  the  erection  of  doraitco'ies 
for  young  men  and  young  women,  "wriich  i^all  be 

the  property  of  the  State*  ■ 

(b)  The  recognitioan  of  this  school  as  the  State  Noap- 
laal  and  Industrial  School.-*'-'^ 

He  then  recommended  that  the  State  increase  its  appropriation  for 

139 

the  current  eaqpenses  of  the  school  to  $8,000  per  year. 

Little  did  Principal  Ouisinger  dream  that  the  next  Legislature 
not  only  would  make  no  appropriation  for  his  school,  but  would  pass 
a  most  revolutionary  law  for  higher  education  in  the  State.  * 

The  last  instltuti<m  of  higher  learning  to  be  created  by  the 
Legislature  before  the  famous  Buckman  Act  ms  the  Florida  Agricul- 
tural Institute.   Little  can  be  said  of  this  sehoolf  for  it  was  - 
never  established.    The  objects  of  the  school  as  stated  In  the  law 
«ire  as  followsi 

The  efcject  of  the  flMlda  Agricultural  Institute 
shall  be  the  dissemination  of  useful   practical  infor- 
mation a-aong  the  farmers  and  firuit  growers  of  the  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  in?>roving  the  conditioi  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  the  productiveness  of  Florida  lands. 
For  these  purposes  the  Institute  shall  conduct  a  model 
fara,  nhere  the  principles  of  correct  practice  shall  be 
followed.    liicperiments  shall  be  conducted  in  the  breed- 
ing, feeding  and  care  of  live  stock,  tlie  propagation. 
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cultivation,  and  fertilizing  of  citrus  fruits,  and 
other  crqps  specially  adapted  to  the  location  in 
which  the  Institute  is  situated;  the  use  and  conser- 
vation of  water  in  the  growing  of  crops,  and  th» 
protection  of  crops  against  damage  by  cold,  in  03-der 
that  new  facts  and  methods  of  practical  benefit  may 
be  made  available  to  the  agriculturists  of  the  State* 
That  the  principles  of  correct  practice  may  be  made 
available  to  as  great  a  degree  as  possible,  the 
Florida  Agricultural  Institute  shall  maintain  classes 
and  courses  of  instruction  in  Uiose  subjects  esMO*  ' 
tial  to  the  attainment  of  this  end,  by  systematie 
oorrcppondence  with  citiaais  wishing  to  enroll  as 
popils  for  such  instruction*    There  shall  also  be 
maintained  classes  in  the  various  departments  of  ag-  ^■\~^ 
ricaltural  and  horticultural  theory  and  practice,  for 
toe  benefit  of  practical  farmers  or  yo\mg  men  wishing 
%m  aoqidre,  in  a  short  tine,  a  ktwwledge  of  the  fun- 
tfnwital  princiixLes  involved  in  the  correct  and  su©- 
cessful  practice  of  agricultural  and  horticultural 
pursuits*    No  tuition  fee  shall  be  charged  any  citisen 
of  Florida  for  such  instruction*"^^ 

The  Institute  was  to  be  under  a  Board  of  Control  consisting  <d[ 
five  citiaens  of  the  State*    All  manbers  of  this  board  had  to  b« 
"personally  in  some  agricultural  ca:  hOTticultural  pursuit  as  a  to- 
cation."    The  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  was  to  be  an  ex  officio 
member  of  the  Board  of  Control  and  act  as  president*     All  maabers 
of  the  board  were  to  serve  for  four  years  and  receive  no  renunera- 
tion  for  their  aervices*^^ 

Slaoe  the  wozic  that  this  school  was  to  do  was  in  a  large  mea- 
Btzre  already  being  d<me  by  the  Lake  City  Institution,  it  iB  difficult 
to  see  irtiy  it  was  created*    The  Lake  City  college  had  an  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  and  was  already  holding  farmers'  institutes*  It 

Laws  of  I'lorida,  1903,  Chap*  5271,  Sec*  2,  p*  268. 
^  Ibid*.  Sec*  5.  p.  269* 
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is  llk^ijr  that  local  patriotism  and  sectional  rivalry  again  played 

the  major  role  in  the  creaticxi  of  the  new  PTorlda  Agricultural  In- 

stitate,  for  the  lav  specifically  stated  that  the  8<^ool  is  to  be 

•  •  •  located  in  Osceola  county  where  the  live 
stock  industry  and  the  gjcoeing  of  citrus  fruits  are 


ooneroial  industries*-*^ 
then  there  say  have  been  a  feeling  that  the  Lake  City  school  paid 
too  much  attention  to  "book  faraing,"  and  gave  too  little  prac- 
tical training*   Again,  the  law  statedi  1 

students  attending  the  courses  of  instruction 
provided  for,  shall  perform  such  part  of  the  labor 
of  the  experimmtal  and  illustrative  work  as  the  nr^ 
aanagement  shall  deem  to  be  of  educational  value."^ 

That  there  was  some  feeling  that  the  Florida  Agricultural 

College  was  paying  too  audi  attention  to  the  growing  of  ccam  and 

truck  crops  and  too  little  to  citrus  md  cattle  may  be  gathered 

firom  the  provisioa  in  the  law  that  W>  . 

Experiments  shall  be  conducted  in  the  breeding, 
feeding  and  care  of  Uve  stock,  the  propagatiai, 
cultivation,  and  fertiliaatiai  of  citnis  fruits  and 
other  crops  especially  adi^ted  to,  the  location  in 
T*iich  the  Institute  is  situated.^ 

There  are  seme  indications  that  the  legislators  were  not  even 
8«rious  when  tiiey  voted  to  create  it,  but  were  motivated  by  politi- 
cal or  other  reasons.    In  support  of  this  view  tee  following  is 
quoted  Srom  the  lowi  ..... 


11*2 
lliJ 


Ibid.,  Sec.  6,  p.  270. 
Ibid.,  Sec.  3,  p-  268. 
Ibid.,  Sec.  2,  p.  268. 
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There  is  hereby  s^propriated  from  any  sunas  In 
the  State  treasury  not  otiierwise  appropriated,  ttMS 
sum  of  five  thousand  (l^$,000.00)  doUars  for  the  pur*  >- 
pose  of  equipping  tha  Florida  Agricultural  Institute 
with  necessary  buildings  and  appliances,  and  for  main* ' 
taining  the  prescribed  work  of  the_jQstitute,  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  annually.^ 

The  questi<m  may  well  be  askedt   What  kind  of  sdiool  could  be  set 
up  on  five  thousand  dollars  "not  otherwise  «^)propiriated?"  Certainly 
the  long  list  of  objectives  already  quoted  from  the  law  could  never 
hope  to  be  attained  on  this  small  appropriation* 

Nothing  was  ever  spent  for  maintenance.    Out  of        five  thoa* 
sand  dollars  allowed  for  equipment,  there  was  spent  t'S^O.OO  for 
"l3iq>roveraent3  on  lands"  which  had  been  acquired  near  Kissimee  in 
Osceola  County.    In  addition,  fl86.l5  had  been  expended  for  inci- 
dental axiwises,  whioh  consisted  mainly  of  expenses  inctirred  by 

llj6 

nenibers  of  the  Boarti  of  Control  attending  meetings  of  the  Board. 

So,  the  Flwida  Agricultural  Institute,  having  achieved  nothing, 
and  hwring  ^>€nt  practically  nothing,  might  be  recorded  in  the  vital 
statistics  of  Florida  colleges  as  a  stillbirth. 

In  addition  to  these  colleges  which  were  supported  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  the  state,  the  Legislature  had  made  a  lump  appropriation 
to  a  private  school  in  at  least  one  instance.    The  Florida  Normal 
and  Business  Institute  at  V^hite  brings  was  incorporated  as  a  private 

-11.5  V 

Ibid.,  Sec.  7,  p«  270. 

II46  

Florida  Messages  and  Documents,  190^,  Report  of  the  State 
Tireasurer  for  tlie  Period  Beginning  January  1,  190u,  and  Fndlng  Dece»- 
ber  21,  190U,  p.  79.  , 


1 1  7 

school  by  the  Legislature  of  1387.        At  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  in  1B89,  a  gift  of  S5,000  was  made  to  ti»  school,  with 
the  uniwstanding  that  each  seiatorial  district  be  giren  a  scholar- 
diip  consisting  of  free  tuition  for  one  student  from  each  county. 
The  state  senator  from  each  district  was  to  make  the  selectioci. 

The  creation,  by  law,  of  the  i^oritia  Agricultural  Institute  in 
1903  closed  what  might  be  termed  the  "boom  period"  in  the  establish- 
ment of  KLarida  state  suH>cxrted  colleges.    At  the  end  of  this  period 
there  were  in  operation  five  state  oTimed  institutiais,  csxe  state 
oimed  college  had  been  created  but  had  not  yet  opened,  and  aae  in- 
stitution was  receiving  state  aid.    The  Florida  KorTaal  and  Easiness 
Institute  of  White  Springs,  to  wM-di  the  state  had  contributed 
15,000  with  the  understanding  that  eacli  senatorial  district  in  th« 
state  would  have  one  perpetual  scholarship,  had  ceased  to  exist  by 
1905*   The  writer  has  not  been  able  to  find  the  exact  year  that  tlie 
latter  school  departed  tram  the  KLarida  educational  scene. 

The  five  state  owned  institutions  in  operation  in  190^  wvret 
the  University  of  Florida  (formerly  toe  Florida  Agricultural  Cd- 
lae»)  at  Lake  City,  Florida  State  College  (farmerly  the  West  Florida 
Seminary)  at  Tallahassee,  the  East  Florida.  S<sninary  at  Gainesville, 
Florida  Normal  School  at  LeFuniak  S^olngs,  the  South  Florida  Military 
College  at  Bartow,  and  tiie  Negro  school,  the  Florida  Normal  and  In- 
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Laws  of  Horida.  188?,  Chap.  3809,  pp.  256-2$?. 
^  Ibid.,  1889,  Chs^.  3869,  p.  70. 


dustrial  School  at  Tallahassee. 

The  £laa:id&  Agricultural  Institute,  to  be  located  at  Kisslmtee, 
had  been  created  by  the  Legislature  of  1903,  but  had  xwt  yet  opened. 
The  St.  Petersburg  Naraal  and  Industrial  School  was  receiving  state 
aid  but  nas  not  owned  by  the  state* 

It  shall  be  the  ptirpose  of  the  next  chapter  to  give  a  general 
survey  of  the  situation  in  Florida  pertaining  to  higher  education  - 
in  190^,  to  show  how  a  ccaisolidaticsi  was  effected,  and  trace  th« 
deveiopsiient  of  the  new  institutions  through  their  first  arduoua 
years  of  existence*  .        ^  <  v 


CHAPTER  17 

THE  C0NSQLIDATI08  OF  HIGHER  EDUCATION  IW  FLOIilDA 

TtM  Legislature  of  1905,  iriiich  was  to  make  such  sweeping 
changes  in  higher  educatiwi  in  Florida,  met  on  April  Uth  of  that 
year*    As  stated  in  the  previous  chapter,  there  were  on  that  date 
six  state-owned  instituUons  of  higher  learning  in  operation.  One 
institution,  the  KLorida  Agricultural  Institute  at  Kisslnmee,  had 
been  created  by  the  last  session  of  the  L^islature  (1903)  but  had 
not  yet  begun  q?eration.    Anotoer,  the  St.  Petersburg  Honaal  and 
Industrial  Institute,  owned  by  Hilleborou^  County,  was  receiving 
some  support  from  state  funds*  -"^'^ 

In  order  to  understand  the  general  situation  confronting  the 
legislators  of  1905,  it  is  necessary  to  review  briefly  the  history 
of  these  various  institutioiis  since  their  founding,  and  show  their 
individual  places  in  the  Florida  educational  8c«ie  as  they  ap- 
peared in  the  spring  of  that  year* 

A*    The  Status  of  State  Educational  Institutions  in  1905 
The  East  Florida  Seminary  had  been  established  in  Ocala  in 
1853  and  moved  to  Gainesville  in  1866,  There  it  had  remained  almost 
purely  local  in  character*    In  1880  a  normal  dqpartment  was  estab- 
lished in  the  institution,^  the  first  to  be  establisdied  in  the 

2 

state*    The  school  was  organized  on  a  military  basis  in  1683,  and 

^  Cochran,  History  of  Public  School  Education  in  florlda,  p*  7U 
^  Bush,  History  of  Education  in  Florida,  p*  3U* 
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ecmtimed  to  be  a  military  school  throughoat  the  remainder  of  its 
existence,  despite  the  fact  that  it  «as  coedueatl(xial*    Edwin  P* 
Cater,  A*        beoaiae  superlntenc^t  in  1877  and  remained  the  head 
of  the  school  until  his  death  in  January,  l89?^— an  administration 
of  almost  tirentyH»ro  years*    Und^  his  leadership  the  work  of  the 
East  Florida  Seminary  was  in^jroved,  a  more  advanced  curriculum  was 
offered,  and  new  buildings  provided.^   Major  VS.  L,  Floyd  was  in 
charge  of  the  school  for  the  remainder  of  the  1896-^  term*  In 


1900  Retrer^id  Frederick  Pasco,  a  man  long  prominent  in  Florida  edo- 

re 
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cation,  was  made  superintendent.     Jere  li«  Pound  was  superint^ident 


ytom  the  school  «as  abolished  in  1905* 

The  East  Florida  Seminary  had  a  total  enrc^J^nt  of  ninety-one 

•tiKients  for  the  1898-99  sessioa.   This  total  consisted  of  fifty 

bO!ys  and  forty-one  girls.   Oat  of  the  ninefty*-0Re  enrolled,  sizty^ 

four  wffl-e  from  Gaines^rille,  leaving  only  twenty-seven  non-resident 

7 

students,  of  idica  five  were  trcm  out  of  the  state*     The  head  of 
this  school.  Superintendent  Pound,  did  not  make  a  report  to  State 

Q 

Svi^perintendent  W*  N*  Sheats  in  190li|    honwvw,  the  catalogue  of 
3 

Biennial  Itroort  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
for  the  Two  Years  kidin^j  June  30,  1900,  p«  IT^T 

^  Cochran,  ot*  cit*,  p*  158*  r  ■  ^ 

5  — 

Bleimial  Report  of  the  atperlntendent  of  jPublic  Instruction 

for  the  Two  Years  l^Jidlng  June  30,  1900,  pp.  ll^-TEIjl 

East  Florida  Senlnary  and  l-Olitary  Institute  OeAaloevtu 
190lH)^Ij:  L  i  1S±2E» 

7 

Biennial  Report  of  ttie  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
for  the  Two  Years  Ending  June  30,  1900.  pTT?^ 

"^Ibid*.  190U,  p.  193. 


m 

190lH>5  shows  that  the  total  enrollaent  had  risen  In  fire  years  from 

ninety-oae  to  22$*   Of  the  total  mrniber  enrolled,  121  are  shown  In 

the  frealssan,  soi^Gnore,  jvinior  and  senior  classes.    Since  there  is 

no  record  of  the  school  offering  degrees,  it  is  not  knoim  exactly 

what  this  classification  means.    The  reoaining  13i*  studaits  were 

divided  into  sub-freshaan— fifty-one,  comaercial  clasa— foHg^ight, 

9 

teachers'  review  class— thirty-four,  and  irregular — ^two. 

The  I90U-05  catalogue  does  not  give  a  breakdown  as  to  th«  na»- 

ber  from  Alachua  County  and  the  ramber  from  outside  the  county,  nor 

doea  it  give  the  sex  of  the  students,  but  it  is  known  that  only 

three  years  before  there  were  10$  troai  Alachua  Co\mty  out  of  an  en- 
10 

rdLLnent  of  179.       It  is  very  probable  that  an  ^?inraxliBate  ratio 
oontinued  for  the  next  several  yeara*  T 

The  East  Fltalda  Seminary  had  a  reputation  of  holding  to 
rather  hi^  standards  in  its  work.    This  was  doubtless  due  to  the 
faot  that  it  did  not  try  to  broaden  its  scope  of  courses  as  much  as 
the  Viest  Florida  Seminary  and  the  Florida  Agricultural  Collie. 
But  whatever  hi^  reputation  it  laay  have  had,  even  as  late  as  1905 
it  was  still  larg&Ly  a  local  school,  limited  in  buildings  and  equip- 
ment.   It  was  not  sez>ving  then,  nor  had  it  ever  served   the  entire 
section  of  the  state  east  of  the  Suwannee  lliver* 

She  West  Florida  Seminary,  established  at  Tallahassee  in  1857» 

9 

East  Klorida  Seminary  and  Military  Institute  Catalogue,  p.  IO8. 

^  Biennial  Report  of  the  ^vperintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
for  the  Two  Years  Eadxtte  June  30,  15>02,  "ppT'll^-TfEl 


bad  for  a  brief  period  beginning  in  1883  been  known  as  "The  literary 

11 

College  of  the  University  of  Florida."       The  Legislature  of  1885 

had  even  conferred  upon  the  college  the  title  of  "University  of 
12 

Horida,"     although  the  school  did  not  long  use  this  more  preten- 

tioM  title."^^   The  institutioati  soon  resumed  its  old  num,  "West 

Florida  Seminary"  or  "State  Seminary  West  of  the  Suwannee,"  which 

it  held  until  June  ^th,  19(a.»  when  the  State  Board  of  Education 

lit 

changed  the  name  of  the  college  to  "Flearlda  State  CoUege,"  Under 
the  name  "Florida  State  College"  it  used  a  seal  giving  the  date  of 
its  founding  as  1851,  which,  of  course,  was  the  year  in  viiieh  tha 
Legislatuire  passed  a  Isga  authorizing  the  two  seminaries— <Hie  east, 
and  one  west  of  the  Suwannee  River* 

Durixig  the  early  years  of  its  exist^ice,  and,  indeed,  until 
1900,  the  school  grew  very  slowly,  and  was  little  more  than  a  local 
elementaxy  and  hi^  school*   A  study  of  i^e  catalogue  of  the  sdiool 
for  the  year  1898-99  shows  a  total  enrolli^t  of  (xaly  lijl  students* 
Local  students  accounted  for  eighty  of  these,  and  there  were  only 
nine  counties  represented  in  the  studmt  body*    The  collie  proper 
had  only  thirty  five  students  enrolled,  with  ftnir  In  the  senior  - 

,  15 

class*  -.^■■'■i  ...  .  :      ■    -       -  r.- 

The  school  grew  very  rapidly,  however,  in  the  next  few  years* 

^  University  ^f  fLorXd^  Record,  Vol.  I,  No*  2,  May,  1906, 
p.  13* 

^  Laws  of  FlOTida,  1885,  Chap*  3663,  p.  II6* 

^  Florida  State  College  Catalogue,  190iH)5a  P*  lU> 
Ibid*.  1900-01,  pp.  12-13.  : 
^  State  Seminary  ^'^'est  of  the  Suwannee  River  Catalogue,  1898- 
99,  p*  IT, 
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Dr*  A.  A.  Burphree  became  president  in  1897,  at  the  age  of  tarotar- 

eeven."*"^   Young,  aggressive,  and  ladth  a  good  personality,  he 

•actrenely  popular,  not  only  with  the  stixdents,  tait  idth  the  citizens 

arer  the  state*   This  was  so<xi  reflected  in  the  rapid  growth  of  the 

schodLi  by  1900  the  total  nvunber  of  students  enrolled  had  risen  to 

17 

177l  In  1901,  20Yj  in  1903,  326j  and  in  190U,  318.       The  enrollment 
for  the  190lH)$  term  on  Decait>er  10th,  190U,  i«as  308«    The  mmiber 
of  those  pursuing  r^ular  college  work  was  1$2,    The  nunfcer  of  noo- 
residfflit  students  (tiiose  from  outside  Leon  Cksinty)  had  grant  to 
211,  leaving  only  ninety-seven  local  students  la  attendance*  The 
senior  class  numbered  fifteen,  while  there  were  over  seventy  mfianbers 
of  the  freshanan  class*    There  nere  about  the  sane  number  of  men  and 
women  students  enrolled*       This  institution  and  the  University  of 
Florida  (foroerly  the  Florida  Agricultural  College)  at  Lake  City 
had  dcpAopad  into  the  two  largest  schools  in  the  state,  and  there 
JMB  keen  rivalry  between  then.  .  .  .  « 

The  Florida  Agricultoral  College,  whidi  had  opened  its  doors 
in  LaiK  City  in  1881*,  had  eaperlencad  almost  as  great  a  growth  as 
ttM  Florida  State  College.    The  school  had  a  total  of  235  studMits 
enrolled  for  the  1899-1900  term*    Ihe  college  d^artment  had  eighty- 
five  students,  but  only  fi±ty*-four  of  these  could  be  classed  as 
regular  college  students,  since  toirty-one  of  them  were  "irregulars" 

^  Armstrong,  The  Life  and  Work  of  A.  Murphree,  p.  27. 

17 

BiePT^I^^I  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instraction 
for  the  Tiro  YearsmSr^Tecember  31,  190U,  p.TS^I 

Ibid.,  pp.  189-190. 


or  "Bpecials."  The  preparatory  department  had  i'ifty-on©  students, 
the  business  department  sixtjrone,  ^ile  there  ware  thlrty-ei^t  • 

19 

in  the  normal  department. 

The  school  year  1899-1900  might  have  been  the  peak  year  in 

attendance  lor  this  college,  however,  for  the  eiirollaient  in  1902- 

20 

03  was  down  to  179,  «ith  serentiy^-thraa  of  these  college  students. 

During  the  year  1903-OU  the  enrollaent  was  176,  including  sixty-nine 
21 

college  students.       The  slight  decline  may  have  been  caused  by  the 

22 

fact  that  in  1903  coeducation,  itiich  had  been  introduced  in  1893» 

23 

itaa  abandoned,  and  the  college  becaa»  a  men's  school.       The  neact 
year,  190l*-05,  the  enrollment  had  increased  to  225,  eighty^-sawa* 
of  whoa  ««r«  regular  college  students.       The  cdl^e  had  several 
splendid  buildings,  indLuding  three  dormitories,  a  science  build- 
ing, a  gymnasium,  aid  a  nuHfcar  of  other  buildinga*    Tlie  land  hold- 
ings  had  been  ailarged  to  393  acres. 

The  name  of  the  Florida  Agricultural  College  had  been  changed 
to  the  University  of  Florida  in  1903,  the  same  year  that  coeducation 
had  been  abolished.      Dr.  Andrew  Sledd  had  become  president  of  thi» 


^  Florida  Agricultural  Golle[;c  Catalogue,  1899-1900,  p.  73. 

Biennial  aeport  of  the  ^uperinteMent  of  Public  Instructico 
for  the  Two  Years  Ending"Uecea33ber  31>  1>'0U,T»  "i-^k* 

Ibid>,  p.  18$, 

^  ^orida  Agricultural  College  Catalogue,  l^U-9$,  p.  !?• 

Biennial  Report  of  the  ^pCTintendent  of  Public  Instructlop 
for  the  Two  Years  Lading  uec^gr  31,  190U,"1>» 

University  of  Florida  Catalogue,  190lH)5»  P*  107«. 
Ibid.,  Hp.  21-22. 
^  Laws  of  Florida.  1903,  Ch^.  $272,  p.  271» 
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iMtitutiai  in  190U.    He  was  very  anxious  to  make  it  the  leading , 
eduoatLoiial  institaition  of  the  state. 

The  FltMlda  State  Normal  Sdiod  hj&d  been  located  in  DePiiniak 
^Eodngs  in  1887*   The  school  had  opwied  vitli  sixteen  pupils  the 
first  day,  but  bef<we  the  end  of  the  terra  the  enrollnent  had 
reached  fifty-seven.       In  190lt,  it  had  a  faculty  of  ten  and  a 

AO 

student  body  of  133»:  school,  fSron  ita  beginning,  had  etricV- 

ly  limited  itself  to  teacher-training.    By  1^0^4-05  it  had  broadened 

its  rwraal  course  to  cover  five  years  irork,  the  last  year  probably 

being  equivalent  to  the  present  fjreshn^  college  work.    Upon  %tat 

completion  of  this  course  the  graduate  «as  given  a  normal  di^jloBia, 

or  so-called  degree  of  Licentiate  of  Instruction  (L.  !•)•    Its  vork 

had  been  of  a  td^  grade,  end  its  graduates  were  almys  ranch  in 

demand  over  the  state.   iiMRig  ihe  professional  courses  taught  veret 

hi8t<»7  of  edication,  theory  of  eduoatioo,  schodL  organizatioo  and 

si^pervision,  school  management  and  discipline,  payi^ology  and 

29 


child  study,  and  practical  pedagogy. 

During  the  few  years  Just  previous  to  190^  a  new  women's  dor- 

ndtory,  a  model  sdiool,  a  gyKiasium,  and  a  labaratory  had  been 
30 

built.       It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  tiie  firing  t«m  of 
19(tfH}5   a ;  man  whose  imae.  was  trell  known  in  KLozdda  education 

27 

Biennial  Report  of  the  SuperinteiKient  of  Public  Instructitgi, 
for  the  Two  Years  Jyiding"7une  30»  109ii,  p.  U5. 
28 

Florida  State  Noraal  Sdiool  Catalogue,  19(A)rQ$t  pp.  h  and  6li 
^  Cochran,  o£»  cit. >  p.  160,  footnote. 
Ibid. 
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was  on  the  faculty  of  tiiis  institution,  W.  N«  Eheats  had  just 
tired  from  his  first  three  terms  as  State  Superintendwat  of  Public 
InstaructioD  and  had  joined  the  faculty  of  this  ncrmal  s<^ool.  The 
Florida  Normal  School  had  four  presidents  fr<an  188?  to  190$— H,  N. 
Feltol,  Dr.  C.  P.  Walker,  C.  U  Hayes,  and  H.  C.  Bennett.^ 

The  Florida  State  Nomal  and  Industrial  School  for  N^jroM 
had  been  authorized  in  the  CoratitutiOT  of  1885.  Accordingly, 

the  Legislature  of  188?  establlfliied  tbi«  oonul  school  at  Tallaha»- 

33 

see.      The  institutlai  for  Negroes  nas  open«l  on  Ctetober  3rd,  1887, 
»lth  fiftewi  pupils,  but  before  the  end  of  the  term  it  had  an  en- 
rollMQt  of  fifty«t«fo.    Since  it  was  the  only  state  supported  school 
for  Negroes  it  grew  rapidly. 

In  1890  tJie  Plorida  State  Nonaal  and  Industrial  School  began 
receiving  funds  from  ttie  Morrill  Act  appropriation  to  the  state, 
sharing  equally  with  the  Flwida  Agrlciatural  College.    A  new  campus 
was  constructed  one  mile  south  of  the  city  Halts  of  Tallahassee, 
and  the  cvnrriculum  broadened  to  inelode  normal,  academic,  agricul- 
tural,  and  mechanical  departments."^^   By  the  1899-1900  session,  the 
school  had  grown  to  209  students— Slj  bqys  and  125  girls.^^ 

The  catalogue  fear  190U-05  shows  an  enrollment  of  275  whidi  la- 

31 

Florida  State  Normal  Scfliool  Catalogxie.  190U-05,  pp.  U-5.  - 
^  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Florida.  1885,  Art.  XII,  Sec. 

Xisws  of  norida.  1887,  Chap.  3692,  pp.  36-37. 

Biennial  Heport  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instructico 
for  the  lCTeIFs^Hai^s''7uSi"36/ia9l4,  p.  17.  

^orida  State  Normal  and  Industrial  College,  Thirteenth  An- 
aaal  Catalogue.  T55?PL$00,  p.U.  
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duded  113  boys  and  l62  girls.      The  school  had  grown  aore  slo«ly 
than  the  ▼arioua  itiite  schools  because  of  the  lack  of  Negro  elemen- 
tary and  hi^  b^ooIb  throo^oat  «ie  state  to  act  as  feeders^  and 
because  of  the  generally  poor  economic  conditions  of  the  majority 
of  the  race*    It  most  also  be  taken  into  consideratloa  that  th« 
Negro  population  was  less  than  the  irtiite  population  in  Florida* 

Since  this  was  the  sole  state  supported  Negro  college  in 
iXorida)  there  were  no  complaints  of  duplicatim  of  courses^  no 
seotitxial  rivalzy^  and  no  problem  of  consolidation* 

In  1^  the  South  Florida  Military  College,  located  in  Bartcw, 
was  one  of  the  younger  state  institutions  of  learning.    It  had  be«i 
fouiKied  in  1895  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  \mder  the  name  of  South 
florida  Military  and  iskiucatiaDal  Institate.    This  college  ms  as- 
sured of  a  state^de  repi'es^tation  in  its  student  body  beeaase  the 
act  creating  it  also  provided  for  the  complete  maintoiance  at  the 

institute  of  one  cadet  from  each  of  the  thirty-two  senatorial  di«* 

37 

tricts  of  the  state.       The  Legislature  of  1897  was  even  more  genr- 
erous  and  provided  for  the  maintoaance  of  a  cadet  from  each  of  the 
farty>-five  oounties  of  the  state,  instead  of  from  eadi  of  l^e  thirty^ 
two  senatorial  districts. 

The  eatixe  property  of  the  ''outh  Florida  Military  and  Mucational 
Institate  was  bou^t  by  the  state  in  1901*      The  next  session  of  the  . 

^  Florida  State  Normal  and  Industrial  School  CataLogue,  190t*-* 
0$,  p.  hT.  — ^ 

Laws  of  Florida,  1895»  Chap*  U33l*,  p.  96* 
Ibid.,  1897,  Chap*  US68,  p.  112. 
Ibid.,  1^,  Chap.  U99ii,  pp.  llMh$^ 


151 


Legislatttre  changed  the  name  of  the  Institatlon  to  "South  KL<Krlda 

Kilitary  Coillage,"  and  gave  the  college  the  ri^t  to  grant  degrees.^ 

'She  school  qpened  in  SeptenAyetp  1895»  with  an  enrollnient  of 

fiftj^four  students*    Thirt;M»ie  of  the  scholarship  cadets  repotrted^ 

111 

the  vaoancy  being  rUled  one  month  later*       Throtighout  its  life  of 
ten  Tears,  it  was  largely  maintained  through  the  attendance  of  schol- 
arship stiidents,  av^aging  only  about  ten  paying  studenus  a  yesr* 
The  eost  of  the  school  to  the  state  «as  far  out  of  pr<^portic«  to 
that  e^esnt  on  oHier  state  institutions*  .  -  > 

The  superintendent  of  the  college  repcnrted  sijcty-fcur  in  attendr* 

hZ 

anoe  in  his  report  to  Supcarintemleikt  Sheets  on  June  30th,  19QU» 
Sheats,  perhi^s  wisely,  did  not  report  the  number  of  students  paying 
their  own  tuition,  but  if  all  scholarships  were  filled  (as  they  were 
ii»  first  year)  there  would  have  been  only  nineteoi  cadets  in  a  tui- 
tion paying  status.     .  ,  .  ,     :         ,:  ,:  ; 

The  cc^ege  had  two  presidents  duriiig  its  brief  eodstence. 
General  £*  U*  Lsw  headed  the  sdiool  £rom  its  opening  until  January 
1st,  1903,  when  CdLonel  H*  P*  Baya  was  made  president.       The  South 
Florida  IfiJLitary  College  was  considered  one  of  the  bett^  colleges  of 
the  state,  and  its  woiic  8e«BS  to  have  been  of  a  higher  qiiality  than 

Ibid.,  1903,  Chap*  5286,  pp.  283-28$. 

^  Message  of  toe  Governor  and  Other  Documents,  1897,  Biennial 
Report  of  tfie  Siqperintendent  of  i^blic  Instruction  for  the  Two  Years 
Boding  June  30,  1896,  p*  133. 

^  ^gssafeQS  and  liocuments,  1905,  Vol*  2,  Bioinial  Report  of  the 
S»^)erintendent  of  Public  Instructi<xi  for  the  Two  lears  f^odisg  Decem- 
ber 31,  190U,  p*  181* 

^  Florida  State  Board  of  Edu(»tion,  Hinate  ^ock  No.  Three,  Oo- 
tober  8,  189$,  to  April  9,  1909,  Minutes  of  Decenber  9,  1902,  p*  it29. 


that  found  in  some  of  the  other  institutions.    On  the  other  hand, 
it  never  attracted  many  students  other  than  those  given  saholarships* 

Since  the  KLorida  Agricoiltural  Institute,  authorised  by  the 
Legislature  of  1903,^  -was  never  actually  establi^ed  and  its  only 
cost  to  the  state  was  ^,036^^,  incurred  far  ''in?)rov«nBnts  on 
lands"  and  incidentals,     it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  detail 
coDcenuLng  its  positicm  in  190$.    It  is  sufficient  to  say  tiiat  tijo 
Institution  Has  not  needed,  since  its  proposed  work  was  already 
being  done  by  the  University  of  KLorida  at  Lake  City.    It  could 
never  hare  hoped  to  have  aooomplished  as  such,  either  in  quantity 
or  quality,  as  the  Lake  City  institution,  liiich  was  receiving  aid 
ftom  tlie  Morrill  fund. 

Hie  St.  Petersburg  Normal  and  Industrial  School  t«8  not,  striAtr- 
ly  speaking,  a  state  school.    The  Legislature  in  1901  had  appropri-^ 
ated  five  thousand  dollars  for  each  of  the  two  ensuing  years  in  ro- 

taom  for  as  many  sch<dLait(hips  as  there  were  soaafcors  and  represea- 

1*6 

tatives  in  the  Legislature.       In  fact,  each  senator  am  represen- 
tative was  to  select  one  person  for  a  scholarship  to  the  schod 
"under  such  regulatimis  and  rwtrietloms  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
State  Board  of  Educaticai.'' 

^         of  Florida,  1903,  Chap.  5271,  PP.  26ft-270. 

Messages  and  Documents,  19C^,  Vol.  2,  Report  of  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  Period  Ijeginning  January  1,  19C^,  and  Ending 
December  31,  190U,  p.  79. 

^  Laws  of  tlorida.  1901,  Chap.  U998,  pp.  Ili8-li»9. 
^7  Ibid. 
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The  appropriation  bill  which  passed  the  Florida  L^islature  in 

1903  raised  this  appropilatiai  to  fl5,000#00  for  the  current  «d-;- 

US 

penses  of  the  institution  for  the  stxsceedlng  two  years*  This 

school  had  a  total  enrollment  of  171  in  June  of  190U*    There  vere 

eleven  counties  represented  in  the  stud^t  boci^,  including  the  coun-> 

19 

ty  in  lihidi  the  sdiiool  was  located.       While  the  St.  Petersburg  Nor- 
aitiL  ftnd  Industrial  £k:hoaL  ncas  ao%  needed  hy  i^e  state  educational 
system,  it  is  reascaiable  to  assume  that  the  pressure  for  additional 
funds  would  have  continued,  with  other  cities  joininc  the  clanor, 
bad  not  t^ie  passage  of  the  Buckman  Act  brought  a  halt  to  such  con-> 
petition. 

B.    The  Passage  of  the  Buckman  Act 

The  year  1905  found  the  state  in  eoccaUent  financial  condition. 
Florida  had  to  a  great  ecctent  oTcreoae  the  effects  of  the  War  Between 
the  States,  and  had  for  a  nunber  of  years  esqierienced  a  degree  of 
prosperity.    "Ehe  following  table  will  show  how  the  assessed  value 
of  all  taxable  property  was  steadily  increasing  i 


U8 

Catalogue  of  the  Normal  and  Industrial  School,  St.  Peters- 
burg, Ilorida,  l^OiPo^pp.  IT-l'HT" 

Messages  and  bocuaents,  1905,  Vol.  2,  Report  of  the  Super*- 
intendent  bl*  Public  Instructiori  for  the  Two  Tears  Ending  Dec«nber 
31*  190U,  p.  201. 


15U 


TABLE  I 


ASSESSED  VALUE  OF  ALL  TAXABLE  PRDPERTT  IN  FLORIDA 


Tear 


Amount 


1903 
1^ 


e  97,551,1^.00 
103,Oli7.937.0O 
111,333,735.00 
117,061i,8UO.OO 


Because  of  tiiis  Inorease  In  assessed  T&liiation,  the  Qrovernor  had 
been  able  to  decjrease  the  oiUage  for  the  gen«ral  rerenue  £raa  two 
and  one-half  mills  in  1901  to  an»-half  mill  in  190U.^   Tha  boodad 


d^t  of  Florida  nas  ^601,567.00,  with  all  the  bonds  being  held  by 

52 

the  educational  funds  of  the  state."^ 

-  '  ' 

The  prosperity  of  the  state  is  fUrthca*  reflected  in  the  state 
coniptroller's  report  of  19<^.    In  his  report  for  the  year  ending 
Deoaifcer  3l8t,  1903,  he  statedt 

There  is  every  reason  for  our  dtisens  to  b« 

gratified  witli  Uie  present  financial  condition  of  .. 
I^e  State.  .  •  • 

It  should  be  borne  in  adod  that  this  satisfao-  . 
tory  condition  has  not  been  broo^t  about  at  the 
sacrifice  of  aisy  mterial  interest  of  the  State,  but 
m  the  contrary,  liberal  provision  has  been  nade  for 
aach  branch  of  the  goverranent,  educational  institu- 
tions have  been  fostered  aiKi  unfortunates  cared  for 
in  toe  most  substantia  manner  consistent  witti  a  due 
, .      regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  pe<^le.53 


Report  of  the  Oonrntroller  of  the  State  of  Florida  for  the 
Period  Beginning  January  1,  190U,  arid  Ifjading  December  31,  1901;, 
P«  35. 

Ibid.,  p.  37. 
^  Ibid,- 

^P<»'^^      tiie  CoBgtroller  for  the  Period  Beginning  January 
1>  1903,''an3^:^5jigTecenber  3lT'l^«  P»  5* 
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IMs  excellent  condition  of  the  state  »s  finances  had  con- 
tinued through  the  next  biennium  and  the  state  can5>iax)ller  «M  afal* 
to  report  a  balance  of  $1499,796.95  on  Januaiy  l»t,  1905.  Th« 
state  treasurer  said  in  his  1905  reporti 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  fliMuiciftl  oonditioa 
of  the  State  is  tai  a  satisfactory  basis.^^ 

Iwring  this  period  of  prosperity,  state  legislators  had  been 

most  generous  in  making  apprc^iatiwis  for  hi^er  education.  The 

folloBing  table  will  show  hew  these  cppropriations  had  increased 

during  the  eight  years  Just  prior  to  190$» 

TABLE  n 

BIESNIAL  APPROPRUTIONS  FOR  ALL  STATE  INSTITUTIONS 

OF  LEAIININQ  FOR  WHITE  STUDENTS  ,,,, 

Teaa*  Amount 

1897   f  tf6,000.00  ^ 

1899   51,500.00 

1901   191,910.00^. 

1903   -  -  255,522.n56 

The  Florida  State  Nomal  and  Iniustrial  College  for  Negroes  is  not 

included  in  these  figures,  as  there  was  no  quBStioo  of  cc^iedlUar 

tioo  of  colleges  for  that  lace,  since  all  higher  education  for 

Negroes  oeatered  in  that  aofi  schooL* 

G.  Ballard  Sljninons,  in  summing  up  the  financial  caidition  of 

^  Rgpo'''^  o£  the  Qoomtroller  of  tte  State  of  Florida  for  the 
Tear  Ending  December  31«  1905.  "pT 

Report  of  the  State  Tl'easurer  f ca:  the  Period  Beginning 
ary  1,  l9o|«  anTT&ding  December  31,  l^<5^f  P»  3^ 

^  Biennial  Report  of  ttie  Superintendent  of  Public  Instructiqi 
for  the  Two  tears  latdin^.n^ecember  31,  190Urip«'^73« 
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the  state  in  1905«  ssddi 

When  the  Legtaaature  met  in  1905,  there  was  no 
reason  to  fear  that  the  state  oould  not  pay  for  the 
schools.    The  Legislature  could  have  appropriated  all 
that  vas  asked  and  with  a  small  increase  in  the  State 
mlllage  nould  have  been  able  to  care  for  the  additional 
expense*    Tne  problen  confronting  the  State  was  not  so 
much  the  iromediate  condition  of  "Uie  finances  of  the 
State  as  it  was  what  might  happen  in  the  future  if  the 
demands  of  the  schools  continued  to  grow  as  they  doubt- 
less would." 

The  idea  that  Florida  had  too  many  schools,  that  there  was 

too  much  dupllcatioa  in  their  wek,  and  that  the  value  receiTod 

did  not  Justify  the  tocpendlttire  was  not  n«r.   Its  roots  reached 

deqp  into  the  past— even  before  some  of  the  later  schools  were  es- 

tablislwd.   Governor  Francis  P*  Flraaing,  in  his  message  to  the 

Legislature  of  1891  had  saidt 

I  have  hem  greatly  impressed  with  nhat  appear* 
to  me  to  have  been  an  unwise  policy  which  has  resulted 
in  a  division  of  the  State's  resources  for  providing 
tiie  means  for  higher  educatiai  among  four  separate 
institutions,  each  under  a  different  board  of  manage- 
■wat— without  h(Mttog«ieity  or  any  unity  of  action  in 
nnageaent  or  systoa,  each  entirely  separate  and  in* 
dependent  of  the  other.    Sudi  division  of  ovr  funds 
limit  the  eadoment  of  each  of  such  in«iitutioR8  so  , 
as  to  seriOEUdy  militate  against  its  usefulness.  If 
our  means  had  been  concentrated  in  a  State  University, 
under  efficient  managawmt,  we  would  possess  to-day  an 
institution  of  learning  of  high  rank  iriiich  would  can- 
pare  favorably  with  those  of  most  of  the  ol^ber  States, 
would  be  a  pride  to  KLorida  and  furnish  us  with  educa- 
ti<Mval  facilities  fereatly  in  advance  of  tliose  which  we 
now  possess* 

While  it  may  not  be  practicable,  by  reason  of  the 
large  amount  invested  by  the  State  in  educaticmal  buUd- 
inga  at  the  several  localities  to  concentrate  such  in- 
stitutions, I  am  of  the  opinicm  that  great  good  woxxld 
be  accomplished  by  placing  them  under  one  management. 


Consolidation  of  Higher  Education  in  Florida,  p*  173* 
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so  thAt  they  would  at  leaat  proceed  in  harraoror,  the 
QM  c<Mitributing  to  arid  facilitating  the  other  in 
ttm  great  work  of  education  in  liiich  they  are  en- 
gaged*   I  therefore  recanmend  legislative  provision 
for  the  appointment  of  a  single  Board  of  Regents  or 
Trustees—not  more  than  five— who  shall  hold  office 
for  a  limited  term,  to  manage  the  Florida  Agricul-  , 
tural  CoU^e,  the  two  vSeminaries  and  the  Normal 
Schools*    Such  trustees  should  be  selected  with  « 
TiflW  to  their  qualificatitais  fffl|  the  work,  and 
should  receive  a  small  salary*™ 

For  many  years  Superintendcwit  Sheats  had  been  stressing  thft 
idea  that  there  were  too  many  schools,  although  at  first  he  thought 
consolidatioi  too  radical  an  idea*    Sheats  became  State  Superinten- 
dent  in  January,  1893*    In  his  report  dated  June  30th,  1896,  he 
made  this  commait  on  the  situation  of  Florida  higher  educatiwij 

The  State  finds  herself,  in  regard  to  her  in- 
stitutions for  higher  educatiai,  in  the  condition 
of  a  poor  man  with  more  children  than  he  can  provide 
for,  yet  each  is  the  c^ject  of  his  special  affeo-  ^  ;, 
tions  and  he  cannot  decide  which  one  could  be  spared* 

It  would  have  been  wiser  at  the  outset,  if  the 
attaapt  had  not  beai  made  to  foster  so  many  institu- 
tions for  higher  educaticn,  all  COTpeting  for  the 
same  patronage*    But  it  would  be  folly  to  agitate  ^ 
ccsnbinatiai  at  this  late  day}  the  best  possible  must 
be  dwie  for  all  with  the  assurance  that  the  patron- 
age and  resources  of  the  State,  under  the  advancing 
public  schools,  will  grow  coranensurate  with  the 
number  of  such  institutions*™ 

Agtii^  in  his  report  of  June  30th,  1898,  Sheats  recognised  the 
pn:A)lem  even  more  forcibly,  yet  he  still  thought  the  question  of 
consolidation  "beyond  even  a  possibility*" 


Florida  Senate  Journal,  1891,  Message  of  the  Qovernor, 
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^  o£  Govenior  and  Other  Documents,  1897,  Biennial 

Report  of  the  :'uperinten(ient~or  Public  Instruction  for  the  Two 
Years  Ending  June  30,  1896,  p.  6U*       .     "  - 


The  ccsBbined  enrollment  in  1898  at  the  five 
8tcte  instLtutione  for  white  students  in  all  depart- 
MHXts,  including  pupils  in  the  preparatory,  high 
school  and  coiiimercial  departments,  was  ^h3t  coe- 
liiird  of  Tfcom  were  enrolled  in  the  departments  ^ust 
enumerated  and  could  have  been  as  'well  instructed 
in  other  and  less  costly  schools.    Escluding  the««, 
the  coo4)ined  attendance  would  not  be  so  large  as  is 
now  found  at  most  second  rate  Universities  in  tbB 
country*  •  •  • 

As  stated  in  a  previous  Report,  the  State  Is 
unfortunate  in  the  founding  of  institutions  for 
higher  education.    More  schools  were  established 
and  the  questiwi  of  consolidating  and  building  up 
one  or  more  strong  institutions  is  beyond  even  a 
possibility.    let  to  attaint  to  make  high  grade 
scdiools  out  of  all  of  them  would  cost  more  than 
the  State  seems  able  to  afford,  and  there  would  be 
more  of  such  institutitms  than  the  necessities  for  ' 
higher  education  would  require  in  many  years,  hwjce 
Boa»  of  thea  are  doomed  to  be  merely  local  schools. 
It  is  a  dear  case  of  weakness  growing  out  of  too 
much  divisiai  of  effort  and  fUnds.°" 

By  June  30th,  1900,  Sheats  had  come  to  believe  that  a  modi- 
fied type  of  consolidatiCKi  could  be  attained,  and  outlined  a  plan. 

If  consolidation  be  deeiMd  the  proper  course  to 
pursue,  now  or  in  the  remote  future,  the  so<x^  steps 
are  taken  in  that  direction  the  wiser.  ... 

The  tendency  of  the  times  is  towards  the  co«»* 
sblidation  of  the  weak  into  mammoth  institutions.  It 
is  of  dally  occurrence  in  c(»nmerce,  in  manufacture, 
in  transpartatiaa,  and  in  every  i^iase  of  human  en- 
deavor.    Edxicational  enterprise  can  not  afford  to  ■. 
exercise  less  forethought. 

No  school  now  enjoying  Uie  distinction  of  being  ' 
a  State  institutioti  need  be  abandoned.    Each  might  be 
co-ordinated  with  the  general  system,  retaining  as 
far  as  possible  its  local  or  sectional  patronage  and 
continue  to  do  high  sdiool  work,  which  each  for  the 
most  part  is  doing  at  the  present,  if  one  may  judgs 
trom  the  classifieaticm  of  pupils  and  courses  of  study 


Messages  and  Documents,  1899,  Biennial  Report  of  the  Super- 
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reported  in  the  catalogues*   Eada.  might  retain  its 
buildings  and  funds  arising  from,  special  grants, 
but  beyond  that  let  it  look  to  the  coi^nty  rather 
than  the  State  for  supplementary  maint«iance»  All 
State  appropriations  should  be  concentrated  on  th« 
State  schools,  one  or  tiro  in  nunl^er  as  might  be 
dMBCd  best»°* 


Tiro  years  later^  in  1902,  he  again  called  the  att^ticm  of 
the  citizens  of  Florida  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  their  system 
of  higher  educatioa,  and  the  flapeose  involved  in  duplioatian  of 
facilities.    He  wrote t 

I  still  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  pre- 
vious reports,  that  Florida  is,  in  a  meaaure,  dissipat- 
ing her  resources  in  too  isany  schools  aoodeavoring  to 
do  practically  the  sane  kind  of  woz^  •  «  • 

It  ndll  then  be  seen  that  of  the  1106  students 
enrolled  in  the  7  State  Institutions  lees  tlian  one- 
fifth  are  olassified  as  regular  coUege  etudmits*  If 
a  uniform  gradation  were  adopted,  excluding  all  in- 
struction not  above  the  usual  twelftii  grade,  or  fourth 
high-school  grade,  it  is  probable  that  tiiis  nuodser 
vould  be  reduced  at  least  one-half r~  " 

Shsats  was  defeated  Is^y  Gamty  Sujperljatendent  Willi  am  M*  ttoUoway 
of  Alachua  County  in  the  eleetioa  of  190{»«    It  ms  an  exceedingly 
heated  and  bitter  caii;>algn.  Hollows^  charging  that  Sheats  had  ixt- 
vited  Booker  X*  IKaatfiington  to  speak  before  a  group  in  *the  #iite 
sdiool  auditorium  in  Gainesville*"    After  the  election,  Sheats  re- 
taliated by  having  Holloway  arrested  on  a  charge  of  criminal  libel. 
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of  *iich  he  was  later  atKiuitted.      In  making  his  final  report, 
Sheats  sunBoarised  his  prevloaa  reports  by  comentlngt 

I  can  but  feel  that  a  sad  and  fatal  mistake  for 
higher  education  in  Florida  was  made  in  the  begin- 
ning by  adopting  a  policy  of  multiplication  rather 
than  concentration  in  establi^iing  these  schools*  A 
policy  i^ich  has  resulted  in  tasteful  dissipation  of 
the  resources  for  higher  education  by  creating  too 
many  schools  to  do  practically  the  saiw  grade  of  work 
-—a  greater  ntnnber  than  is  warranted  by  ttie  popular* 
tion  and  wealth  of  the  State.  ... 

In  the  report  from  this  Departmrait  for  the  bl«0" 
nttim  closing  June  30th,  1896,  the  policy  of  ccmsolida- 
tion  was  mildly  suggested.    Then  there  were  oily  five 
of  these  schools.  .  •  •  It  was  stated  that,  if  the 
number  of  State  schools  were  continued,  thair  tmr^ 
increasing  doaands  for  larger  appropriati(»i8  for 
eqaipraent  and  current  expenses  might  be  looked  for* 
!niis  prediction  has  been  fully  verified  to  tMe  date, 
and  the  end  is  not  yet.  ... 

The  question  of  consolidatiwi  was  again  called 
to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  in  tiie  report  for 
the  bienniuED  closing  June  30,  1898.    Again  in  1900,  • 
•  •  ihe  report  for  those  two  years,  presents  statis- 
tics and  sanMiriiat  elaborates  on  the  desirability  and 
advantages  of  consolidation.  •  •  • 

The  r^ort  for  the  next  bianniun,  ending  Jui» 
30th,  1902,  igainst  ^tcj  refers  to  this  questim*  •  •  . 

In  view  of  these  r^eated  utterances,  supported 
by  statistics,  suggestiiig  the  wisdom  of  consolidation 
rather  than  nultiplicatiai  in  the  number  of  Stat** 
mppovUA  schools  for  higher  education,  and  consider* 
ing  the  fact  that  iny  terra  of  service  is  so  soon  to 
•sqpire,  I  believe  it  inexpedient  to  say  more  on  this 
subject  and  that      duty  is  fully  performed*  •  • 

It  is  somewhat  ironic  that  Sheats,  the  one  man  idio  had  worked 

so  long  and  f aithflilly  for  consolldatiaa  at  m  tine  ithen  it  was  an 
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unpopular  issue,  mas  not  state  superintoadexit  at  the  time  that 
this  consolidation  took  place.    Instead,  after  his  defeat  as  state 
superintendent,  he  was  first  rejected  for  the  presidaicy  of  the 
University  of  Florida  at  Lake  City,  and  later  for  even  a  place  on 
its  faculty.^  Finally,  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  minor  poaitioa 
on  the  faculty  of  the  Florida  State  Normal  School  at  DeFuniak 
Springs   —iKie  of  the  schools  aboliahed  by  the  Buckman  Act.  Thus, 
the  realisation  of  his  dream  of  consolidation  caused  the  loss  of 
even  the  small  salaried  position  (11,050.00  per  year)  which  he  held. 

There  is  some  evidence  to  show  that  the  president  and  faculty 
of  the  University  of  Florida  at  Lake  City  played  some  backstage 
part  in  getting  the  number  of  state  institutiais  of  higher  learning 
for  K^ite  students  reduced  to  two.    The  main  characters  in  this  ix>- 
trigue  seem  to  have  been  President  T.  U.  Taliaferro  (who  was  a 
nephew  of  Florida's  then  United  States  Senator  J.  P.  Taliaferro) 
and  Dr.  J.  M.  Farr  of  his  faculty.    Later,  after  President  Talift- 
ferro  resigned  by  request,  the  new  president.  Dr.  Andrew  Sledd, 
and  Dr.  J.  M.  Farr  continued  efforts  toward  this  goal. 

L*  M.  Bristol,  in  lareparation  of  his  manuscript,  "The  Buckman 
Acts  Before  and  After,"  had  a  personal  interview  with  Dr.  James  M. 
Farr,  for  many  years  vice-president  of  the  University  of  Florida  at 

Correspondfflice  of  Dr.  Andrew  SLedd,  President  of  University 
of  Florida  at  Lake  City,  Drawer  itX,  University  of  Florid*  (Gaines- 
ville) Library. 
66 
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Minutes  of  September  29,  190U,  p.  539. 
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QainesviUe,  ani  prior  to  190$  a  manber  of  the  faculty  of  the  Lake 

City  instituticHi,    frau  his  interview,  backed  by  certain  facts,  he 

Has  convinced  ttiat  this  institution  mis  influential  in  determining 

certain  features  of  the  Buckaan  Act*    Bristol  wrote  t     . . 

The  rivalry  between  the  University  of  Florida  in 
Lake  City  and  the  Florida  State  College  was  particular- 
ly acute  at  this  time.    The  Florida  State  College  had 
a  large  enrollment  and  a  very  popular  president.  Dr. 
A,  A.  Uurphree*    President  Taliaferro  and  Dr.  Farr 
planned  as  to  how  the  Agricultural  College  might  "beat 
out"  the  florida  State  College.    The  first  move  seeas 
to  have  been,  to  get  the  name  changed  to  the  "University 
of  florida"!  seccmd,  to  confine  enraHment  to  oales* 
The  ttiought,  however  undeveloped,  seems  to  have  been 
thist    If  there  were  but  two  state  institutiois  of 
higher  learning  £txc  Whites,  one  of  them  a  university 
for  men— and  of  course  located  in  Lake  City— and  the 
other  a  college  for  wco^i,  the  former  wjuld  win  out  in 
sise  and  recognition  in  coB^ietition  with  the  latter. 
I^.  Andrew  Sledd,  successor  to  Dr.  Taliaferro  as  pa^si- 
dent  of  the  University  at  Lake  City,  fen  heir  to  this 
pOLan  and  seems  to  have  "fallen  in"  with  it,  at  least 
in  so  far  as  the  development  of  a  two  instituticHial 
system  of  higher  eduoatioa  fear  ihites  with  segregation 
of  the  sexes. °» 

It  will  be  remenibered  in  this  connection  that  an  act  was  passed 

in  1903  changing  the  name  of  the  Florida  Agricultural  College  to  the 

68 

University  of  Florida.       It  will  also  be  rem«nbered  that  womoa 
students  were  banned  from  Hie  school  the  same  year*^   If  Bristol 
was  cMrrect,  the  Buckman  Bill  was  probably  hailed  by  these  men  as 
a  major  st^  toward  making  the  Lake  City  school  l^e  capstcnie  of  the 

67  ■ 
The  Buckaan  Actt  Before  and  After,  p.  28.  : 

^  Laws  of  Florida,  1903,  Chap.  5272,  p.  271.         '  ■ 
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state's  educational  structure. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  cpiestian  of  the  locaUon  or  relo- 
cation of  the  University  of  flcadda  may  hasrc  hem  discussed  in  the 
gubernatorial  campaign  of  190U.    The  two  main  cwitenders  in  the 

Democratic  Primary  that  year  were  Napoleon  B.  Brewurd  of  Jacksoa- 

70 

Yille  and  Robert  W,  Davis  of  C^nesville.  The  campaign  seems  to 
have  centered  largely  around  the  question  of  drainage  of  the  Ever- 
glades, and  the  "R^bliean  corporations,"  which  Broward  and  hi» 

71 

folloirers  claimed  were  siq^porting  Davis.      The  statement  has  been 
made,  however,  that  Broward  prondsed  the  citiaeos  of  lake  City 
that  he  would  use  his  influence  to  keep  the  University  there*  .. 
Howev^  true  ti^is  may  be,  the  consolidation  of  colleges  was  not 
one  of  the  state-wide  issues  of  the  canqpaign,  and  it  is  extremely 
unlikely  that  Broaard  had  ever  givai  a  thought  to  abcxUahing  any 
of  the  instLtutims  of  learning. 

This  is  borne  out  when,  at  noon  Tuesday,  April  Uth,  the  Legla* 
lature  of  190$  asseofcled  to  hear  Governor  N.  B.  Broward's  first  mes- 
sage.   Near  the  middle  of  the  address,  turnii^  to  the  subject  of 
institutions  of  hi^er  learning,  he  saidf 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  management  of  these 
colleges  auxi  seminartes  should  be  put  in  the  atti- 
tude of  beggars  before  the  Legislature  for  the  means 
of  existence,  but  tiiat  intelligent  and  careful  in- 

70  ottiers  in  the  race  for  Democratic  noadnation  were  C.  M* 
Brown  and  D*  II.  Mays. 

^  Political  pai^hlet.  Napoleon  B.  Broward,  Autobiograi^, 

Platform,  etc.,  i^.  12-13. 
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16U, 


restigation  into  the  needs  of  each  Institution,  ke^ 
ing  in  view  its  part  in  the  schene  of  higher  ©ducaticm 
in  this  State  should  be  made,  and  upon  the  results  of 
such  iiwestigaticm,  proper  budgets  should  be  prepared, 
in  whioh  provisicm  should  be  made  for  their  econoarical 
azKi  efficient  maintenance,  and  such  further  provisions 
for  eoctensions  and  in?)rovcinent,  in  teaching  force, 
building,  and  equipment,  as  the  growing  population  of 
our  State,  and  the  increasing  interest  in  educati<»ial 
auctters  deioand* 

In      J\KigniKit,  the  needs  and  requirements  of 
these  institutions  can  never  be  intelligently  «nd 
properly  considered  until  an  efficient  systm  of 
Bsanagement,  CMitrol  and  supervision  ovar  them  is  pro- 
vided.   In  other  words,  the  Legislature,  the  Govemor, 
and  the  people  shoiild  have  some  official  or  board  that 
they  can  hold  responsible  for  the  progress  and  advance- 
ment of  \he  great  educational  interests  of  this  State. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  such  a  thorough  and 
systematic  reorganisation  of  these  schools  be  provided 
for,  as  will  accomplish,  as  nearly  as  possible  under 
the  codsting  conditions,  the  end  outlined  above,  and 
tJiat  funds  out  of  wliich  they  shall  be  supported,  be 
raised  by  a  specific  levy  for  that  ptirpose,  after  a 
careful  estioiate  of  their  respective  needs,  and  that 
they  be  no  longer  dependent  upon  the  general  revam* 
fund  for  their  support.    It  is  the  constant  purpose        . ' 
of  each  State  administration  to  reduce  the  levy  for 
general  revenue  purposes  to  that  point  where  the  ex* 
penditures  made  and  anKTunt  raised  shall  be  equalj 
*ftiicii  condition  of  affairs,  if  attained,  would  leava 
no  balance  in  the  Treasury  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  higher  institutions  of  learning.'^ 

It  will  be  noted  that  Govemor  Broward  said  nothing  of  abol* 
ishing  or  of  relocating  any  institution  of  learning.    lie  ra«:^y 
aiggested  an  official  or  board  that  could  be  held  responsible  for 
all  the  educational  institutions  of  the  state.    Under  this  official 
or  board  a  definite  plan  would  be  worked  out  to  operate  the  insti- 
tutions*   The  Florida  State  ColXe^,  ti»  £ast  Florida  Seminary,  and 
tb»  University  of  Tlorida  at  Lake  City  had  each  since  their  founding 
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qperated  under  separate  boards.    The  Florida  State  NotbbQ.  School, 
toe  KLorida  State  Normal  and  Industrial  College  for  Negroes,  the 
Sooth  Florida  Military  College  and  the  normal  departnent  of  the 
St.  Petersburg  Normal  and  Industrial  School  were  under  the  contrti 
of  the  ex  officio  State  Board  of  Education^    If  these  institutlaia 
■were  brought  under  the  directicm  of  one  board  they  could  b«  oper- 
ated more  efficiently,  and  perhaps  sc«ne  duplication  of  work  could 
be  eliminated.  , 

The  Governor  also  wanted  a  specific  levy  for  the  varloua 
sdiools,  instead  of  having  there  continue  to  rely  on  money  froBi  the 
ffsaeral  revenae  fond  for  their  maintaiance.    This  would  eliminate 
the  necessity  of  lobbying  on  the  part  of  the  various  institutions, 
and  jteihjaps  to  sam  extent  lessen  the  conqpetitioa  among  them  for 
additional  fonds. 

Before  the  Legislature  of  1905  had  adjourned  it  would  havs 
gone  far  beyond  these  somenfcat  conservative  reeommendaticsis,  and 
have  passed  legislation  that  irould  make  the  followLng  generaticn 
marvel  at  its  fox^sight  and  wisdom. 

As  ^oim  in  Table  II,  the  Legislature  of  1903  had  appropriated 
||^5>^2.11  for  the  various  state  institutions  of  learning.  The 
schools  now  asked  for  appropriaticMos  totaling  §700, 000. 00— over  two 
and  a  half  times  as  mach  as  requested  two  years  previous.  Ths 
state  could  afford  that  much  because  of  its  excellent  financial 
conditlcm;  however,  a  request  for  such  a  large  Increase  in  t^pptro- 
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priations  gave  the  legislators  food  for  thought  as  to  the  future 
costs  of  the  institutions.    It  also  led   them  to  qaestion  •whether 
the  state  was  getting  full  value  from  its  institutiwis  of  learning. 

Simnoiis,  conmenting  on  the  situation  eodLsting  during  the  first 
few  days  of  the  session,  saidt 

;Vhen  it  became  efrident  that  tJie  House  and  the 
S>«nate  were  exposed  to  making  the  large  a^propriati<»s 
uiced  for  by  the  various  institutions,  trustees  of  the 
instituti(»is  appeaired  on  tiie  scene  to  see  y6vbA  tfas 
cMitlook  was  for  their  individual  schools.  ... 

The  Legislators  at  first  thoujit  they  would  call 
a  meeting  of  all  the  trustees  of  the  institutions  to 
work  out  a  plan  for  the  ai^propriations  so  that  all 
sdtools  would  be  treated  Justly  but  it  was  deeoed 
best      many  to  eliminate  loca3.  influence  by  provid- 
ing by  legislative  enaetBieot  a  geatieral  board  of  control 
or  mm^asoit  as  QonrahMT  Brtmnrd  had  suggvsted.T? 

To  carry  out  Governor  Broward's  suggestion.  Senator  Telfair 

Stockt<»i  of  Duval  County  introduced  on  April  13th  Senate  Bill  No. 


k  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  control,  manage, 

and  mintain  certain  educational  institutions  in  the 
State  of  Florida, 76 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time  and  referred  to  the  Comnittee  on 

Educaticn,    On  ttie  sane  day.  Wall  of  Putnam  County  introduced  House 

p^n  Ho*  127,  which  was  identical  to  the  one  introduced  by  Stockton 


in  the  Senate,    It  was  giv«i  its  first  reading  md  referred  to  the 


Special  Consnittee  on  State  Institutions. 

These  two  bills  provided  that  a  board  of  fifteen  members  be  ap-^ 
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pointed  by  the  Governor  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  that 
all  insUtutions  of  higher  learning  in  the  state  be  placed  undar 
this  board. 

Saturday,  April  15th,  the  Specta].  Ccranittee  on  State  Institu- 
tions rqKJpted  to  ttie  Ilouse  of  Representatives  that  they  had  net 
with  the  Senate  Caraaittee  on  Educaticm  and  that  they  recamaended 
passage  of  the  bill,  but  that  the  following  amendment  be  added  t 

Provided,  That  five  of  such  Trustoes  shall  be 
appointed  from  each  of  the  •Uiree  Congressional  Dis- 
tricts and  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  for  ap^ 
jKsintment  as  a  membor  of  said  Board  of  Trustees  irtio 
resides  in  a  county  in  THhidi  is  located  either  of 
ttxe  State  instituUcais  hereinafter  mentioned. '° 

Th9  iMTOpapers  of  the  period  indicated  that  the  bill  net  with 

the  general  approval  of  the  legislators,  the  press,  and  the  people 

over  the  state  generally*    SimnKxis,  speaking  of  the  reaction  of 

the  State  L^islature  to  this  bill  proposing  a  board  of  regents, 

saidx  ■   • .  . 

*  •  •  the  Legislature  took  so  nuch  interest  in 
this  new  State  Board  because  they  thought  it  would 
(1)  ellBdnate  existing  Jealousies  amcKig  the  higher 
schools,  (2)  iilve  impartial  treataaait  to  the  schools, 
(3)  econonise  exp&asea,  ih)  prevent  diqplicating 
work  in  too  many  of  the  schools,  {$)  reduce  the  large 
percentage  of  secondary  work  in  the  schools,  and  (6) 
give  -Uie  Superintendent,  the  Governor,  and  other 
State  officials  some  coordinating  authority  toxoid 
re^Kjnsible  fbr  higher  education  in  the  State. 

In  the  meantime  toe  institutions  themselves  began  raising  cto» 

Sections  to  the  proposed  bill.    Sobms  ©f  the  older  and  more  powerful 


Ibid.,  p.  15U. 
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institutions  vere  afraid  that  thej  mi^t  not  fare  as  well  under  the 
newly  constituted  board  as  they  had  under  their  local  boards.  The 
Florida  Times-Union  conmentedi 

kinds  of  rumors  are  current  as  to  this  or  that, 
and  various  schemes  are  said  to  be  incubating  to  defeat 
the  measure  by  several  of  the  State  ^Institutions  that 
have  representatives  on  the  ground.^ 

Qb  May  3rd,  Senate  Bill  No.  7li>  providing  for  a  board  of  re- 
gents for  all  state  instituticais,  came  up  as  a  special  order  of 
business  in  the  Senate.    Several  amendments  vere  offered  and  adopted; 

the  most  iiqportant  one  being  to  pr<rfiibit  the  new  trustees  fro«  abol- 

81 

ishing  any  of  the  institutions  or  to  change  their  location* 

At  this  point.  Senator  McCreary  of  Alachua  County  offered  a 
substitute  for  the  bill.    This  substitute  bill,  1*1  idi  reiwresrata.- 
tives  of  the  six  schools  had  agreed  on,  provided  that  the  institu- 
tions would  stay  under  the  immediate  ccmtrd  of  their  respective 
boards,  but  that  a  board  of  uniformity  would  be  created,  whidi  would 
C(xisist  of  two  meobers  £rara  each  institution's  board  of  trustees* 
Representatives  on  this  board  of  uniformity  would  be  elected  by  th« 
trustees  of  each  state  institutiOQ  of  learning,  and  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  this  representative  board  to  prepare  the  budget  for  tte 
currant  e::q>anses  of  all  the  institutions.    Senattar  KcCreary*8  stdbsti- 

tute  bill  was  voted  down  in  the  Seaoate  by  a  vote  of  eightem  to  five, 

82 

after  its  third  reading. 
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On  the  ssne  day.  May  >rd,  Wall»s  original  regents  bill  (Hoase 
Bin  No.  127)  came      in  the  House. At  ttiis  time  Rawls  of  Leon 
County  offered  the  substitute  bUl  providing  a  board  of  uniformity 
for  all  state  institutions,^^  Upon  moticwa  of  Buckman,  of  Duval, 
the  House  voted  to  defer  consideratioo  of  House  Bill  No,  127  and 
its  substitute  until  Tuesday,  May  9th,  when  it  woold  be  taken  up 
AS  a  special  order  of  business* 

In  the  course  of  discussion  of  the  original  regents  bill  and 

the  substitute  bill,  Buckman  of  Duval  said  that 

#  •  •  neither  the  original  bill  nor  the  substi- 
tute was  what  the  people  wanted  and  he  opposed  both 
measures.    He  stated  that  a  bill  would  be  soon  in- 
troduoad  providing  far  the  maintenance  of  a  real 
State  University,  a  girls'  school,  and  the  noraal, 
and  that  all  other  schools  would  be  run  as  r^ular 
high  schools.    He  claimed  and  explained  that  the  re- 
gents' ^^''T  could  give  no  relief  in  tha/way  of  tak- 
ing the  State  schools  out  of  politics."® 

Besides  the  regaits'  bill,  and  the  substitute  bill  providing  a 

board  of  uniformity,  there  were  at  least  two  other  bills  before 

the  Legislature  regarding  highw  education.    Hoble  of  Late  County 

had  introduced  a  resolution  in  Uie  House  as  early  as  April  17th, 

lAich  reads 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  House  of  RepBesentatives, 
the  Senate  concurring.  That  a  committee  of  seven  shall 
be  appointed,  four  on  the  part  of  the  House  and  three 
of  the  Senate  to  examine  into  the  benefits  of  these 
institutions  to  the  school  children  of  Uie  State  at 

^■^  Florida  House  Journal,  1905,  p.  507. 
^  Ibid. 

85   •         \  ^ 

^  Ibid. 
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large,  and  deteannine  If  any  such  lnstituti(»is  can  b«  .  ,  ?  i 
dispensed  with,  and  if  so,  irtiich  institutions  should 
be  retained,  designating  under  what  name  and  charac- 
ter and  for  what  purposes  such  institutions  should  be 
retained,  and  report  a  bill  with  such  determinations 
and  recomnendations  ©nbodied  therein  to  the  legisla- 
ture by  or  before  the  first  day  of  May,  190$.°' 

Senator  Park  Um  TJPMntell  of  Polk  County,  later  Governor  of 
Florida,  1913-17,  had  on  May  3rd,  introduced  Senate  Bill  Ho.  183 
wiiich  would  prohibit  the  state  educational  institutions  £rm  maiDf 
taining  preparatoiry  departments,  regulate  the  courses  of  the  vari- 
ous schools,  and  make  it  possible  for  graduates  of  accredited  hi^ 

88 

schools  to  be  admitted  to  them  without  entrance  examinatiwia* 

The  Legislature,  and  to  some  extent  the  state  in  general,  waa 
rapidly  becaaing  aroused  over  the  state  of  affairs  in  public  higher 
education  in  Florida*    Perhaps  the  greatest  thing  contributing  to 
this  arousal  had  been  the  extraordinarily  large  sum  requested  by 
the  various  institutions,  together  with  their  opposition  to  the 
board  of  regents  bill  lihlch  had  been  proposed  by  Governor  Broaard 
and  favored  by  so  many  legislators* 

The  boards  of  trustees  of  the  several  schools,  perhaps  sensing 
Uiat  the  Legislature  was  now  in  the  mood  to  make  drastic  changes^ 
and  would  certaiixLy  not  vote  a  large  sum  unless  some  changes  were 
made,  hastily  held  a  meeting  and  cut  their  request  for  funds  tr<M 
around  $700,000  to  $17U,000«    The  Florida  Times-UniCTi  said  of  thist 
The  trustees  of  the  several  educational  institu- 
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tions  hawe  held  a  conference,  arid  after  carefully 
considering  the  question  of  operating  the  schools  at 
the  present  high  standard  on  the  anallest  expendi- 
ture possible,  prepared  a  schedule  of  figures,  which 
have  been  incorporated  into  a  bill  soon  to  be  intro* 


Bat  the  trustees  of  the  state  institutions  were  too  late. 
C«>tain  legislative  leaders  were  already  convinced  tl:iat  Florida 
could  never  have  an  adequate  program  of  higJwr  education  xinless 
there  was  a  complete  break  with  the  past,  and  only  two  or  thrM 
D«w  schools  set  up.    It  was  felt  that  this  would  eliminate  much 
of  the  Jealousy,  endless  wangling,  and  conqjetitioi  amaRg  thsn^ 
and  give  the  state  institutions  of  idiich  she  could  be  proud.  It 
was  evident  that  more  legislators  each  day  were  cooing  around  to 
this  viewpoint. 

Pursuant  to  its  previous  agreement,  the  House  of  Representatives, 
at  10t30  A.  M.,  Us^  9th,  took  up  consideration  of  the   Regents  Bill 
Ro.  127,  and  also  the  substitute  bill  providing  for  a  board  of  uni- 
formity.   Buckman  iianediately  secured  penxdssion  to  introdtice  a  new 

bill  to  be  designated  House  Bill  No.  361,  which  would  be  remeift»®ped 

90 

as  the  famous  "Buckman  Bill."       The  bill  was  a  long  (SM,  covering 

about  forty  pages,  and  its  reading  consuioed  almost  an  hour.    On  the 

motion  of  Wall  of  Putnam  County,  the  new  bill  was  referred  to  the 

91 

Special  GcKnmittee  on  State  Institutions. 

This  lengthy  bill  provided  that  all  existing  institutions  ot 


duced. 
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higher  leamiiig  for  white  students  be  abolished.    Instead,  ther» 
were  to  be  set  up  two  instituUoos,  a  "University  of  the  State  of 
florida"  for  men,  arxi  *The  Florida  Female  Collide"  fcxr  wonwn.  No 
student  below  the  twelfth  grade  was  to  be  admitted  to  the  Univer- 
sity, and  no  student  below  the  teath  grade  was  to  be  admitted  to 
the  female  college*      The  two  tt«r  institutions,  together  with  toe 
Florida  Normal  and  Industrial  College  for  Negroes,  and  the  Blind, 
Deaf  arxi  Dunib  Institute  were  to  be  placed  und«p  a  Board  of  Control 

composed  of  five  meaabers,  no  member  of  iftiidi  could  be  appointed 

93 

£rcm  counties  in  #iich  the  schools  were  located. 

This  Board  of  Ccaitrdl  was  to  be  subject  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, and  the  two  boards  were  to  meet  in  joint  session  in  Tallahas- 
SM  to  locate  the  two  i^ite  Institutions  of  hi£;her  learning,  oom 
to  be  east,  and  the  other  west  of  the  StxaannM  River.    These  two 
boards  were  also  given  authority  to  relocate  the  Florida  Normal  and 

Industrial  College  for  Negroes,  and  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  T>asi)  Sclio(d, 

9k 

if  considered  feasible. 

The  Special  Caooiittee  on  State  Institutions  to  whom  House  Bill 
No.  127  (the  regents  bill),  the  substitute  for  that  bill  (whidj  pro- 
vided a  board  of  uniformity),  and  the  Buckman  Rill,  had  been  referred, 
brought  in  a  report  on  Ilay  l5th«    The  first  t«K>  were  snorted  un- 
favorably, -nhile  a  conndttee  8cS>8titut«  for  House  Bill  No.  3^  (the 

^  I.aw8  of  Florida,  190$,  pp.  37-61. 
Ibid. 
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Buckman  Bill)  ircis  offered.  This  substitute  was  in  the  main  siM- 
lar  to  the  original  Buckman  Bill,  differing  only  in  sose  of  its 


Eugene  S.  llatthews,  a  member  of  the  House  Coramittee  on  Stat* 
Institutions  in  the  Legislature  of  1905»  utio  later  was  for  many 
years  one  of  Florida's  Railroad  GommissitHiers,  in  a  letter  to  L«  lU 
Bristol  many  years  after  this,  said  concerning  this  substitute  bill: 

Iton.  H.  H.  Buckman  of  Duval  County,  1*0  was  an  able 
lawyer,  had  introduced  a  bill  looking  to  the  consolida- 
tion of  our  state  institutions  but  it  did  not  entirely 
meet  the  views  of  the  Conmittee  and  he  was  invited  to 
collaborate  with  the  Ccraoittee  in  framing  a  conmittee 
substitute  for  his  House  Bill  36I.    Th9  Committee  of- 
fered the  Bill  as  a  substitute  and  on  action  of  Mr.  Bucfc- 
man  the  substitute  was  adopted  and  finally  passed*  •  •  • 

The  Bill  as  finally  passed  was  based  on  many  hours 
of  research  and  deliberation*    Mr.  Buckman,  who  had 
generously  consented  to  work  with  the  Committee,  spent 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  research  as  well  as  in  drafting 
the  Bill.    It  was  necessary  for  him  to  go  back  into  the 
whole  history  of  the  several  existing  state  institu- 
tions and  to  make  sure  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
ttttt  we  were  offering  should  not  work  a  forfeiture  of 
existing  Federal  apprqpriations.    All  of  ttd.s  required 
a  very  considerable  amount  of  time  and  labor.    The  Com* 
mittee  met  frequently  to  consider  the  Bill  step  by  step 
until  it  was  completed  and  ready  for  submission  to  the 
House  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  fonnerly  offered  by 
Kr*  Buckman.  •  .  , 

Buckman,  in  a  speech  before  the  House  of  Representatives  on 

■ay  19th,  told  his  fellow  members  how  he  decided  to  draw  up  the  bill. 

In  the  course  of  his  hour  long  speech,  he  saidt 

...  imbuBd  with  the  idea  since  I  came  to  this 
Legislature,  and  hearing  dissatisfaction  around  me  from 


wording. 
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members  of  both  the  House  and  the  Senate,  under- 
standing from  hearing  the  reports  submitted  traa  the 
different  institutions,  from  the  records  in  the  Cob5>- 
troller's  office,  from  the  records  in  the  Treasurer* a 
office,  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  consulting  these  gentlemen  as  vay  time 
alloired,  and  finding  that  «ie  sentiment  was  being  crja»  ... 
talliaed  and  something  imist  be  done,  I  probably  stepped 
in  like  a  fool  where  angels  fear  to  tread— I  drafted 
this  bill.  .  . 

The  Florida  Times-Union  reported  one  member  as  writing  home 
In  regard  to  the  billi 

Mr,  Buckraan  has  spent  about  all  his  time  for  the 
past  three  weeks  in  collecting  data  regai\iing  the 
State  schools,  and  in  drawing  this  bill  it  is  thought 
that  he  has  covered  every  phase  of  the  subject,  and 
if  it  is  desired  by  the  people  to  consolidate  the  in- 
stituticms  of  higher  learning  the  measure  pix>bably 
offers  as  good  a  solution  of  the  problem  as  can  be 
offered*  •  •  •  The  bill  wliich  is  still  in  toe  hands 
of  the  fecial  committee  cai  State  institutions,  ap- 
pointed under  the  VHall  resolution,  is  a  most  elaborate 
docunant,  covering  about  forty  printed  pages.'" 

It  was  to  be  eiqpected  that  there  would  be  st»:>enuou8  oppositicm 
to  the  bill*    The  ooonties  in  which  Ihe  various   schools  were  lo- 
cated naturally  would  oppose  any  changes  for  fear  tJiat  their  insti- 
tutions would  be  removed.    It  was  also  to  be  expected  that  those 
ccxmected  with  the  instituticsis,  the  alumni  of  the  instituticms, 
and  others  would  resist  their  abolishment.    But,  notwithstaiKling 
this  pressure,  Buckman  lashed  out  against  the  system  of  multiple 
institutlcMas  that  was  then  prevalent.    He  saidt 

The  time  has  come  whoi  we  must  prune  out  scms 
of  the  grouts  which  have  grown  \ip  in  the  educational 
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institutions  of  Floorida,  since  the  appropriations 
required  for  their  maintenance  and  support  Iriave 
grown  beyond  the  resources  of  the  State  to  supply. 


99 , 


Buckman  went  on  to  show  that  the  various  institutions  of  Flo- 
rida had  cost  the  state  $1,836,291  since  their  establishment,  and 
that  ^2,9U2  had  be«i  appropriated  since  1901.    Now  the  institu- 
tions were  asking  for  a  $700,000  appropriation  for  1905-06.  The 

Bucinaan  Bill  called  fcjir  only  v^$0,000  appropriation  for  the  bien- 
100 

nium  190^1907.        Buckman  continued! 

In  these  institutions  there  are  l600  pupils, 
and  it  costs  more  to  educate  then  than  the  pupils 
of  all  the  other  schools  in  the  State  of  Florida. 
Of  this  number,  more  than  60  per  cent  should  be  in 
the  hi^  or  grammar  schools  of  the  State  •"''^  J 


In  the  course  of  his  debate  Buckman  had  st^atedt 

It  is  time  to  use  the  knife  and  cut  this  sore 
Srani  the  body  politic  and  in  its  stead  raise  their 
branches  to  heaven,  and  in  after  years  produce  the 
fruit  that  every  maii,  wcxnan^and  child  in  this  State 
desires  to  see  and  pluck. 

A.  J.  F.  Jiilian  of  Lake  City,  a  physician  and  Representative 
frtan  Cdunfisia  County,  who  naturally  opposed  the  Buckman  Bill,  said 
in  rebuttal  to  Buckmant 


Our  colleges  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be.  Dr. 
Buckman  has  carefully  examined  the  diseased  conditiaa 
and  diagnosed  that  the  Legislature  has  appreciated 
too  much  money  in  their  aid.    He  may  have  private 
convictions  that  there  has  been  mismanagejnent,  blun- 
ders, and  graft,  and  now  this  kind-hearted  physician. 
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instead  of  suggesting  a  treatment  that  will  eradicate 
these  diseases  partially,  says  that  yoiLiidll  take 
this  instrument  and  stab  "Wiem  to  death. 

In  spite  of  strong  opposition  in  the  House,  the  bill  vas 
planned  so  well  and  so  expertly  liandled,  that  it  succeeded  in  pass- 
ing the  House  on  May  20th,  without  a  single  azmtndiBent,  by  a  vote  of 

lOU 

thirty-four  to  tuenty-tKO*  .  ' 

In  the  Senate  ths  opposition  to  the  neasure  was  led  by  Senator 

Fark  U.  Tranmoll  of  Lakelaiul.    The  substitute  measure  Traioaell  had 

prcpoctid  died  in  the  House,^^  and  he  took  the  floor  on  several 

occasions  to  propose  amendments  to  the  Buckman  Bill*    He  tried  un- 

successf\illy  to  get  the  S(»ith  laorida  Military  College  of  Bartcnr 

106 

rrom  the-  lav;  abolishing  the  institutions.        Senator  U.  H« 


MoCreary  of  Gainesville,  Alachua  County^  also  oade  an  attempt  to 

have        East  Florida  Seoainary  made  an  exc^lon.    This  was  de- 

107 

feated  by  a  vote  of  fifteen  to  ten.        The  Buctanan  Bill  passed  the 
Senate  oa  May  26th  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  five*        The  Senate, 
like  the  Ikuse,  did  not  make  any  amendments;  however,  it  had  eni- 
countered  much  strmger  opposition  in  the  Senate.    It  became  a  law 
when  Broward  signed  it  on  June  $th,  190$,  »       •  * 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  co-education  had  been  the  pattern  of 

^°^IMd.  ~ 

^  Florida  House  Journal,  1905,  pp.  1358-1359. 
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KLorida  hl[Jier  educatiai  (except  at  the  Lake  City  Institution  trcm. 
18814-1(^3  and  from  1903-1905,  and  at  the  South  Ilorida  Military- 
College)^^  it  is  surpcriaing  that  there  urere  only  two  voices  in 
the  House  axsi  one  in  the  Senate  raised  against  the  segregation  of 
the  sexes  aspect  of  the  Buckman  Bill*    Charles  S«  Noble  of  Kontr- 
clair.  Lake  County,  in  explaining  iihy  he  -roted  for  the  bill,  saidt 

I  desire  tc  place  an.  record  Uie  explanation  of 
my  vote  on  House  Bill  No.  361,    While  there  are  scxn© 
features  in  the  bill  that  I  do  not  consider  perfect, 
one  of  which  is  the  instituting  of  a  "Female  College,* 
I  believe  in  co-education.    Statistics  prove  satis-  . 
factory  /ale/  to  me  that  separate  institutions  far 
male  and  female  is  deteriating  /sic/  to  both— physi- 
cally,  mentally  and  morally,  but  tKe  time  has  ccaae  to 
stop  tiic  enonojus  outlay  of  money  wnint;  from  the 
masses  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.    Therefore  I  vot» 
for  the  biU.^ 


On  the  other  hand,  ^cim  L.  Robiscm  of  7/oodville,  Leon  County, 

gST«  as  his  first  reason  for  voting  against  the  bill,  the  fact  that 

it  did  not  provide  for  coeducation,    Kobison  statadi 

In  explanaticsi  of  my  vote  on  House  Bill  No.  361, 
known  as  the  "iJuckmari  Bill,"  I  vote  "no."    First  for 
the  reason  that  I  heartily  endorse  co-education,  which 
this  biU  prdiibits.    Seoind,  it  puts  the  managoaent 
of  our  county  high  schools  under  the  hands  of  the  Trus- 
tees (whoever  they  may  be)  that  is  /sic7  to  be  appointed 
as  a  board  of  trustees  for  the  management  of  the  (if^^ 
be)  college  and  university,  wiiich,  I  am  oppos«i  to. 

In  the  upper  house.  Senator  £.  B.  Bailey  of  M<»itieello,  Jeffer- 
son County,  made  two  unsuccessful  attests  to  cunend  the  bill,  in  such 


The  West  Florida  Seminary  did  not  admit  girls  until  the 

second  year  of  its  existence,  1856. 
m 

Florida  House  Journal,  190$,  pp»  1270-71. 
^  Ibid.,  p.  1359. 
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a  manner  that  coeducation  would  not  be  prohibited  in  the  new  insti- 

i  to 


113 

tutions.    The  first  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  ten. 


There  was  not  even  a  roll  call  on  the  second  atten?)t.' 

J.  G.  Kellum,  who  was  chief  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  1905,  and  the  first  s^retary  of  the  new  Board  of  Ccmtrol 

established  by  the  Buckinan  Act,  gives  an  interesting  interpretaticn  ^ 

■  X] 

of  the  reasons  behind  the  non-coeducation  feature  of  the  law.  i 
Kellum  saidt 

The  Buckman  Bill  was  primarily  an  econtHny  meas- 
ure, and  many  of  the  pranoters  of  the  measure  did  so 
because  it  abolished  all  of  the  state  institutions  of 
higher  learning  and  es1>abliahed  only  two,  thereby 
saving  large  a^propriatic^is  asked  by  the  abolished 
institutions.    There  was  another  group  of  members  ^o 
wanted  the  state  instituti<»is  of  higher  learning  de-» 
veloped  to  a  high  standard—equal  to  those  of  other  . 
states.    These  raenbers  supported  the  Buckman  Bill 
because  they  believed  that  was  the  best  way  to  ao- 
ccsqplish  tliat  aid.    There  were  also  sane  members,  in 
addition  to  the  groups  mentioned,  who  supported  the 
bill  entirely  on  tiie  grounds  that  it  provided  one  in- 
stitution fca*  men  and  another  for  women. 

The  Buckman  Bill  seemed  to  satisfy  these  three 
groups  of  thought,  and  the  three  groups  made  up  the 
majority  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature.    The  argu- 
ments were,  as  I  recall,  that  one  institution  for  raaa 
aiid  another  for  women  was  not  only  the  best  principle 
of  higher  education  but  also  the  most  economical  sys- 
tem.   It  would  avoid  much  duplication  of  accommoda- 
tions and  equipment.    They  also  cited  such  institu- 
tions as  Harvaurd,  tjellesley,  Vassar,  etc.,  as  exazoples 
of  separate  institutions.    The  opposition  were  those 
maaSoera  from  the  counties  iidiere  one  of  the  abolished 
institutions  was  located  and  a  few jnenbers  who  realljr 
believed  coeducation  was  better.^^ 

113 

Florida  Senate  Journal,  190$,  p.  1333. 

115 

Bristol,  0£.  cit.,  pp.  7-8. 
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In  contrast  to  Kellum's  qalnion  is  that  of  Eugene  S.  Matthew 
Triio  was  chairman  of  the  House  Coamnittee  on  State  Institutions  in 
the  190$  session  of  the  Legislature.    Matthero  leaves  the  inpree- 
sion  that  little  thORight  was  given  to  that  phase  of  the  Act.  H» 


Jaa  are  correct  in  sumdsing  that  the  merits  of 
coeducation  vs.  segregaticm  of  the  sexes  were  not 
given  marked  consideratican.    The  segregation  feature 
of  the  bill  seems  to  have  been  taken  more  or  less^for 
granted— that  is  it  was  the  proper  tiling  to  do."*^ 

lhatever  the  reason  for  Blarida's  abrupt  change  of  policy  in 
regard  to  coeducation.  Just  when  other  states  of  the  South  and 
elseidTiere  were  turning  to  coeducation,  the  policy  of  segregation 
of  the  sexes  was  so  firmly  fastened  on  the  state  supported  insti- 
tutions for  the  neact  forty-two  years  that  any  discussicai  of  the 
■fttter  was  thought  to  be  ill-ctmsidered. 

Section  II4  of  \he  Buckman  Act  provided* 

That  inmediately  up<ai  the  passage  of  this  act 
the  Governor  shall  select  five  of  the  most  capable 
and  efficient  citizens  having  the  qualificaticHis 
prescribed  herein,  and  appoint  the  same  herein  pro- 
vided, to  constitaitc  such  Board  of  Control,  Tkhose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inanediately,  after  such  appoint- 
ment, assemble  at  the  capital  and  there  organize  Igr- 
selecting  one  of  their  raenbers  as  chairman*  •  «  • 

Govwmor  Broward,  on  June  21st,  announced  that  he  had  appointed 

the  following  mai  to  constitute  the  first  Board  of  Control:    P.  K« 

118 

Icnge,  Nathaniel  Adams,  T.  B.  King,  A»  L.  Broro,  and  N.  P»  Bryan. 


wrote* 
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117 
118 


Ibid.,  p.  8«  ^ 

Laws  of  I'lorida,  190$,  Chap.  Sec.  1U»  ?•  U6. 

Pensacola  Journal,  June  22,  1905. 


P*  K.  loK^e,  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Pensacolay  ms 

IMresident  of  the  Southern  States  Lumber  Company.    He  held  decrees 
of  A.  B»,      A»,  and  LL.  B.  from  the  University  of  Georgia,  and  iras 
widely  knonn  as  one  of  V^est  florlda*s  most  cultured  and  substantial 
business  men.    Nathaniel  Adams,  a  prosperous  merchant  of  IShite 
Springs,  iras  a  brother  of  State  Senator  Frank  Adams  of  Jaiqwr,  ona 
of  the  senators  ytio  worked  so  hard  and  faithfully  to  put  the  Buct- 
man  Bill  through  the  Legislature  of  1905*    T.  B«  King,  a  banker  of 
Arcadia,  was  a  son  of  Ziba  King,  South  Florida's  pioneer  deiveloper 
and  capitalist.    I^.  A.  L*  Broim  was  a  physician  in  Eustis,  and 
also  widely  known  as  a  farmer.    N«  P.  Bryan,  a  lawyer  aiKi  a  dtisen 
of  JackscffwiUe,  was  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Bryan  and  Bryan, 
lie  had  been  a  dose  personal  fzdend  of  Governor  Broward. 

The  personnel  of  the  board  seesns  to  have  met  the  approval  of 
the  citizens  of  the  state  generally.    The  Pensacola  Journal  com- 
mented on  the  new  ajppointeesi 

The  Board  of  Gonl^ol  appointed  by  Oovsmor  Brewai-d 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Baseman  educational  law,  is 
being  generally  c<xrrQexuied  as  one  Srcsa  wiiich  the  people 
have  every  reason  to  expect  honest  and  intelligent  ef- 
fort.   Its  personnel  is  not  made  up  of  old  political 
'*has  been's**  or  those  dead  to  trespasses  and  sin  in 
factional  politics,  but  of  men  generally  unknown  save 
in  their  linnediate  home  neighborhoods.    There  are  tiaes 
when  the  introducticHi  of  new  blood  into  the  working 
force  of  public  affairs  is  to  be  ea^Jecially  coranendsd*  , 
The  present  seems  to  be  one  of  those  times. 
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The  new  Board  of  Ccmtrol  met  in  the  Governor's  office  in  Tallar- 


Ibid. ,  undetermined  date.    (Scrapbook  of  P.  K.  Yonge)  P. 
K.  YOTge  Library  of  Florida  History. 
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hassee  on  Jane  28th,  for  the  paxpoee  of  wganizatioi.    N»  P»  Bryan 

was  elected  chairman  and  J*  Q*  Kellum  was  appointed  secretary^  at 

120 

a  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  month*  .  r 

One  of  the  first  official  acts  of  the  new  board  was  to  waSat 

provision  £ar  a  teachers'  sxuamer  training  school*    The  foUowlng 

resolution  was  adopted  ctmcerning  the  school  i  '  >.  ' 

^    IShereas,  Gliapter  $20S  Laws  of  rlorida  makes  pr««  • 
Tision  for  the  operation  of  Teachers'  Summer  Training 
Sdiools  to  only  two  places  namelyj  at  the  University  of 
the  State  of  Florida  and  the  Florida  State  Normal  and 
Industrial  School,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  highly  important  that  arrangements 
b«  Bade  for  opening  these  schools  at  as  early  date  as 
possible. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  tlie  Board  of  Control 
in  meeting  assenbled  that  the  following  faculty  for 
the  Teachers'  Sumaer  Training  Sdiool  at  whatever  place 
msQr  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  C<mtrol  and  the 
State  Board  of  Education  in  joint  session,  for  the  lo- 
cation of  the  University,  be  hereby  appointed  to  witt 

L,  W.  Buchholz,  Principal,       F.  Tocum,  I.  !• 
Himes,  W*  L*  Floyd,  Arthur  Williams,  G.  M.  I^nch,  R« 
H*  Ray,  Urs.  J»  B*  Jdinsm,  Mrs*  Ilia  LaF*  liamiltcm. 
and  that  said  school  be  opened  on  the  10th  of  July.^^ 


C*    Locating  the  New  Institutions  - 
The  ex  officio  State  Board  of  Educaticai  in  190$  was  conposed 
of  Gtovernor  Napoleon  B*  Earoward,  Secretary  of  State  H»  Clay  Grsof 
ford,  Attorneys-General  W»  H*  Ellia,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction W.  U*  Hdloway,  and  State  Treasurer  W,  V«  Knott*  This 
State  Board  of  Idueatlon  and  the  Board  of  C<»itrol  visited  th* 


1  oc\ 

Minute  Book  of  Board  of  Control,  State  of  tlarida,  June  28 
1905,  to  November  h,  1911,  Minutes  of  June  28,  1905* 

121  j^^^  _  .  .    ,  . 
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cities  of  Gainesville,  Lake  City,  St.  Aogustlne  and  Tallahassee  be- 
tween Jirne  28th  and  J\ily  5th  to  view  the  sites  offered  by  theee 
cities  for  the  locatioi  of  the  new  institutions.    They  were  enter- 
tained elaborately  by  the  citizens  of  these  cities,  and  all  the 
advantages  of  each  particular  town  were  pointed  out  by  its  officials* 

The  twro  boards  reached  Gainesville  JWday  evening,  June  30th, 
stepping  at  the  Brown  House,  now  the  Gilbert  Hotel.    A  Pensacola 
paper,  describing  the  visit  of  the  group,  read,  in  parti 

The  Board  was  escorted  about  the  city  by  the  . 
citizens'  connnittee,  during  which  time  the  East 
Flojrida  Sefflina3*y  barracks  and  other  buildings  were      .  . 
visited  and  inspected.    The  board  expressed  then*- 
selves  as  beinc  well  pleased  with  vihat  they  saw, 
but  natxirally  would  not  commit  themselves. 

While  the  distinguished  visitors  were  being 
driven  about  the  city  they  were  intercepted  and 
followed  by  about  two  hundred  children,  some  in 
carriages,  sane  on  bicycles  and  others  walking)  ^ 
«Uh  wearinii  the  college  colors— orange  and  black. 
One  lad  carried  a  banner  at  the  head  of  the  proces- 
sion which  contained  the  following  i 

"We  are  going  to  be  University  boys.    He  want  x 
to  wear  the  ca-ange  and  black.    Can't  we?".  ... 

In  the  evening  an  infonnal  reception  was  ter*- 
dered  the  board  at  the  girl's  dormitory.  East  Main  , 
street  N«,  wliich  was  largely  attended,  a  great 
many  having  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  . 
meet  the  distinguished  guests.    The  building  was 
appropriately  decorated  in  the  colors  of  the  semi- 
nary and  in  floral  designs,  which  made  the  same 
quite  attractive.    A  COTimittee  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men  received  the  callers  and  introduced  the  guests, 
and  the  evening  was  passed  in  a  most  enjoyable  - 
manner.    There  were  several  musical  numbers,  and 
during  ibe  evening  delicious  punch  and  wafers  were 
served."^ 

The  boards  next  visited  Lake  City  on  July  3rd  where  they  ini- 


Pensacola  Journal,  July  2,  190$ • 


speeted  ih€  Institution  there  and  were  honored  with  a  reception  at 

idle  Blanche  Hotel.    The  newspaper  report  of  this  visit  i^lated  that 

A  reception  was  given  last  night  in  the  parlors 
and  on  the  veranda  of  the  Blanche  Hotel  to  the  iaem~ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Control  and  State  Board  of  Edit* 
cation  by  the  people  of  Lake  City.  ... 

Music  was  furnished  during  the  reception  by  the 
Lake  City  Orchestra  and  the  entire  hotel  was  beauti- 
fully decorated  in  ttie  university  colors.  Many 
laz^e  palms  and  ferns  from  the  university  hot  house, 
IxLaced  in  {jarlors,  halls  and  staircase,  made  the  '  ^ 

place  more  beautiful.  ^ . 

Yellow  and  blue  were  to  be  seen  on  every  hand, 
and  big  yelloir  sunflowers  tended  to  add  a  more  ar- 
tistic view  to  the  decorations. 

EvOTyone  was  thoroughly  enthusiastic  over  the 
arrival  of  the  visitors,  and  everything  possible  was 
done  to  make  their  stay  among  us  pleasant. 

Several  hundred  were  present  on  the  occasion. 

Ice  cream  and  cake  were  served  and  fruice  /sic7 
trm  bowls,  presided  over  by  several  of  Lake  City's 
young  ladies.^^ 

The  Board  of  Control  met  in  joint  session  with  the  Stat« 

Board  of  fiduoation  in  Tallahassee  tm  July  $iiim    The  Joint  tour  of 

inspection  by  the  two  boards  had  been  concluded,  and  nem  they 

were  to  take  up  the  task  of  permanently  locating  the  various  in* 

stitutioDS*   At  ^s  meeting  it  was  decided  that  delegations  from 

the  several  cities  would  be  heard  the  following  day.    The  first 

city  to  present  its  claims  would  be  given  one  and  a  half  hours} 

all  other  cities  would  be  allowed  two  hours  each,  after  which  t^e 

first  city  presenting  its  claims  wovild  have  a  half  hour  to  close 
12Ji 

the  argument. 

Ibid.,  July  5,  1905. 
^  Florida  State  Board  of  Education,  Minute  Book  Number  Three 
October  8,  189$,  to  April  9,  l9Q9i         Board  of  Control  Minutes, 
July  $,  1905. 
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The  Gainesville  Sun  pictured  the  setting  of  the  drama  irtiich 
took  place  the  next  day  with  the  stateaanti 

It  looked  like  a  regular  session  of  the  Ii^l8la*> 
ture  iwhen  GoTemor  Broward^  chairman  of  the  Joint 
Boards  of  Control  and  of  State  Education,  called  the 
open  meeting  to  colder  at  10  o'clock  Thursday  in  the 
Hall  of  Representatives*    Members  of  the  two  boards 
occupied  seats  in  front  of  tl^ie  rostrum,  and  nearly 
all  the  seats  within  the  bar  were  occupied  by  repre- 
sentatives of  Gainesville  and  Lake  City.    The  gsdlsry 
outside  Idle  bar  was  occv^jied  by  interested  listeners. 

Governor  Broward  announced  that  the  boards  were 
ready  to  hear  from  the  representatives  of  the  two 
cities,  candidates  for  the  locaticm  of  the  Univfjrsltjr 
of  the  State  of  KLoridm»  •  •  .-^5 


Robert  McNamee  anncxinced  that  it  had  be«3  agreed  between  the 
cities  of  Gainesville  and  Lake  City  that  Gainesville  should  opcna 
and  close  the  arguments*    So^  Dr.  J*  F.  McKlnstry,  Jr.,  of  Gainea- 
ville  opened  with  a  short  address  presenting  the  claims  of  the  City 
of  Gainesville.    At  the  close  of  his  address,  he  submitted  the  fdl- 
lowing  prqpositloQt 

In  the  event  that  the  University  of  the  State  of 
Florida  is  located  in  Gainesville,  we,  the  und«raigaed 
hereby  bind  and  obligate  ourselves  to  donate  and  deed 
in  fee  simple  to  the  State  Board  of  Education  for  the  " 
use  of  the  said  University,  (1)  five  hundred  (500) 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  said  City  of  Gainesville, 
and  in  addition  thereto  to  donate  and  turn  over  to  said 
Board  forty  thousand  dollars  ($140,000)  in  ca^}  or  (2) 
three  hundred  and  twenty  (320)  acres  of  land  and  to- 
gether with  and  in  addition  thereto,  the  fifteen  (15) 
acres  in  East  Gainesville,  including  the  public  school 
buildings  and  grounds  j  either  the  one  or  the  other  as  '-j' 
you  may  elect,  and  that  the  City  of  Gainesville  will 
fltmlsh  water  to  the  University  without  charge. 

And  we  further  bind  ourselves  to  give  any  guaran- 
tee you  may  require  that  in  the  event  the  first  propo- 
sitioa  is  accepted,       turn  over  to  said  Board  of  Control 


Gainesville  Sun,  July  10,  1905. 


tne  of  all  charge,  the  use  of  tiie  public  school  build- 
ing of  the  said  City  of  Gainesville,  until  3Mcix  time 
as  the  necessary  new  buildings  have  been  completed. 

And  we  further  bind   ourselves  to  give  any  guaran- 
tee required,  that  in  the  event  said  University  is 
located  in  Gainesville  the  students  shall  be  taken 
care  of  in  the  private  homes  of  the  city  at  a  rate  not 
exceeding  that  charged  by  the  State,  until  such  tine 
as  the  necessary  buildings  for  their  accaomodations 
have  been  caqplet»i» 

In  witness  thereto,  we  hereby  append  our  signa- 
ture, this  the  tliird  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  dur 
Lord,  nineteen  huxKtred  and  five* 

(Signed)  V<«  K.  Thoroas,  J.  F.  ytoliixtAsry, 
Jr.,  Perry  M«  Colson,  A*  U.  Cusfaman,  Jno.  B»  Dell, 
G&xcge  U.  V^ch,  S*  H.  Wieoges,  W.  N.  Wilson,  G*  A. 
Colclough.-**® 

Rev.  ili'.  J.  Carpaiter  of  Tampa  submitted  a  propositicm  on  the 

part  of  certain  citizens  of  Gainesville  to  buy  tlie  property  of  the 

East  Florida  SerdLnary,  should  the  Univer^ty  be  located  in  that 

city*   It  read! 

We,  the  tuiderfllgxmd  citisens  of  Gainesville  here- 
by  guarantee  to  the  State  Board  of  Control  that  said 
Board  shall  receive  thirty  thousand  dollars  (§30,000) 
for  the  State's  prqperty  in  said  City  of  Gainesville 
In  the  evesat  the  Uixiversity  is  located  there. 

(Signed)  W.  R.  "niomas.  Perry  M.  CoLson, 
6.  F.  Hampton,  liarcus  Endel,  W.  S.  Broc»ae,  C.  A.  Col- 
clough,  J«  H.  Hodges,  Louis  C.  I^ynch,  J.  D.  Stringfel- 
1cm,  S*  J.  Thooas,  A.  Ma  Cushman,  G.  M.  Lynch,  W.  N. 
Wilson,  W.  B.  Taylor.^* 

Rev.  Carpenter  was  followed  by  Cdl.  Joe  Janes  of  Orlando  who 
said  iie  was  representing  South  I^orida,  and  who  spoke  in  favor  of 
Gainesville  as  the  site  of  the  new  University  of  the  State  of  flcn'ida. 
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Florida  State  Board  o  f  Educatiwi,  Minute  Book  Number  Three, 

October  8,  1895,  to  April  9,  I909j  also  Board  of  Control  ittnutes, 

July  6,  1905. 
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GalnesTUle,  having  used  th«  tine  allotted  to  it,  ims  foUomidl 

by  Col.  iU  B.  Snail  of  Lake  City,  vho  made  a  strong  appeal  for  the 

location  of  the  Oniversity  in  hie  heme  toim*    At  the  end  of  his 

lengthy  address  he  submitted  Lake  City's  offer*   

We  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Lake  City  and 
Columbia  County  Florida,  in  order  to  secure  the  pcir— 
nanent  location  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
Florida  at  the  site  of  the  University  of  Blorida, 
aboli^ed  by  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  florida 
at  its  session  of  190$,  knoim  as  the  Buckman  Bill, 
do  offer  to  donate  and  guarantee  to  convey  by  good 
and  sufficient  deed  of  conveyance,  within  three 
months  from  date  to  the  State  Eoard  of  Education  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  for  the  purposes  of  its  campus, 
the  body  of  land  containing  about  eleven  acres  lying 
contiguous  to  the  present  campus  betxten  iSariffii  St* 
and  the  public  road,  and  the  body  of  land  lying  on  the 

;  Mst  side  of  the  said  campus  containing  about  fifty- 
one  acres,  lyinc  south  of  the  line  of  the  north  side 
of  College  street  extending  West  to  the  Nca>th«^est 

I  Qomer  of  the  lands  of  the  Florida  Agricxiltural  Col- 
lege*   And  also  eight  hundred  acres,  now  the  property 
of  the  Lake  City  Electric  and  aater  Company  lying 
North  and  East  of  the  City  of  Lake  City,  for  the  most 
part  in  a  ccmtiguous  body,  s<»ie  portion  thereof  being 
within  the  corporate  limit  of  Lake  City— eaid  eight 
hundred  acres  to  be  used  or  sold  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  University  as  the  authorities  thereof  see  fit. 
Which  lands  other  than        aaid  800  acres  we  mlue  si- 
the  sum  of  twenty  thoowuad  dollars* 

In  addltiwi  to  the  said  land  we  offer  the  sum  of 
forty  thousand  dollars,  to  guarantee  the  payment  of 
which,  we  acconpany  this  offer  with  certified  check 
to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  df^ars* 

We  submit  that  in  our  opinion  the  "Buckman  Bill" 
does  not  contemplate  a  money  consideration  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  location  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  but  in  case  such  considerations  are  enter- 
tained by  your  honorable  body,  we  offer  said  sum  of 
forty  thousand  dollars  in  money  in  consideration  of 
the  permanent  location  of  said  University  at  Lake 
City,  in  addition  +.0  the  lands  above  refexred  to* 
(signed)  J*  E*  Inman,  Mayor  of  Laks 
City,  Florida, 
C.  A*  Finley,  Chairman  of  Citizens  Cora.,  A.  D.  ^koall. 
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Secretary  of  Gitistena  Com*,  ^»  lU  Ives,  S«  B.  Tha^ 
SOI,  A.  J.  Hearury,  T«  J.  Appleyard,  C«  H.  Ferron,  C. 
G.  McGonnack,  !>•  ti.  V.lietstone,  H.  C.  Bailey,  J»  C. 

Sheffield,  F.  P.  Gone,  A.  J,   ,  R.  T,  Booa«r, 

Frank  Adams,  R.  A.  UcOe,  E.  F.  Branin,  S.  E«  Colliiis, 
ftibert  L.  Dodd,  E.  S.  Futch.^^o 

Atta<died  to  the  above  propoaiilon  were  three  certified  checks 
aggregating  forty  thousand  dollars* 

Sereral  shorter  arguments  were  made  after  Col.  Small's  talk| 
among  them  were  appeals  by  Cd.  Charles  E«  Davis  of  Hadison,  Judge 
A.  J.  Henry  of  lAke  City,  Judge      lU  Ives  of  Lake  Gity.  B«t«  C. 
H.  Ferron  of  Lake  City  appeared  and  testified  as  to  Vns  morals  of 
that  coBinunity.  * 

Col.  Robert  McNaroe  of  Taxspa.  closed  the  arguosBts  with  a  half 

i 

hour  petition  in  behalf  of  Gainesville,    At  this  point  Cd.  TS.  W, 
Hanpton  of  Gainesville  presented  to  the  boards  a  deed  to  320  acres 
of  land  and  certified  checks  sniounting  to  $iiO,000»  ■ 

Since  <»e  of  the  institutions  had  to  be  located  west  of  the 
Suwannee  River*  and  ednce  Tallahassee  already  had  the  plant  of  the 
Florida  State  College  and  was  about  as  eoitnilly  located  and  so* 
cessible  as  any  town  in  that  area,  it  is  probatxLe  Uiat  the  residents 
of  that  city  were  not  greatly  perturbed  about  the  possibility  of 
another  site  being  selected.    Whatever  the  reason,  Tallahassee 
seaDS  to  have  made  little  atteo^t  to  secure  the  University;  in  fact 
tiiere  was  no  organized  effort  on  the  part  of  Tallahassee  to  have 
the  University  located  in  that  city» 
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After  Gainesville  and  Lake  City  had  presented  their  clains, 
W,  A.  Rasrls,  <xie  of  Leon  County's  representatives  in  Vne  1905  Legis- 
lature, made  a  few  raoarks  pointing  out  the  advantages  of  having 
the  University  located  in  Tallahassee.    Qeorge  P.  Raney,  irtio  had 
represented  Leon  County  in  the  Senate  at  the  1905  session  of  the 

Legislature,  also  spoke  briefly,  as  did  Col.  F.  T.  Myers,  one  of 

129 

t^'e  proisinent  citisens  of  that  city.        There  might  have  been  an 

unofficial  understaodiog  that  Tallahassee  would  get  the  Florida 

fwale  College  if  the  tlniveraity  was  to  be  establialied  in  earn 

city  east  of  the  Suwannee  River.    This  might  escplain  the  lack  of 

a  strong  effort  on  the  part  of  Tallahassee  to  get  the  University. 

This  theory  is  substantiated  by  the  fact  that  later  no  city  ooot- 

peted  with  Tallahassee  for  the  Female  College* 

At  the  conclusion  of  tiie  day-long  hearing,  N.  P.  Bryan  moved 

that  the  boards  ballot  for  selection  of  a  permanent  locatioi  for  the 

University  of  the  State  of  Florida.    The  City  of  Gainesville  received 

130 

six  votes,  while  Lake  City  received  four.^^ 

The  boards  imnediately  proceeded  to  vote  for  a  permanent  loca- 
tion for  Idle  Florida  Female  College.    P.  K.  Yonge  moved  that  Tal- 
lahassee be  (diosei  as  the  site  of  thxa  school.    Tliis  motion  was 

131 

carried  by  a  unanimous  vote."^ 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  individual  members  voted  on 

""aid.  - 
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the  question  of  locating  the  University  in  Gainesville,    Those  vot- 
ing for  Gainesville  were  Secretary  of  State  H«  Clay  QrxKfard,  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction  1.  M.  Hollowiy,  Attomey-GoMpal  W. 
H»  Ellis,  State  Treasurer  W.  V.  Knott,  ?•  K.  Yonge  of  the  Board  of 
Control,  and  T,  B.  King  of  the  Board  of  Control,    Oovemor  Brcward 

and  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Control,  N.  P.  Bryan,  (^thaniel 

132 

Adams,  and  A,  L,  Broun,  voted  for  Lake  City, 

Congresanan  Frank  dark  later  diarged  Governor  Brevard  had  said 

in  a  qpeech  before  the  County  Democratic  Committee  in  Gainesville  in 

ISO&t  during  his  campaign  for  the  United  States  Senate,  that  al<- 

though  Broward  was  committed  to  Lake  City,  «h«i  appointing  the  Board 

of  Contrti  tJie  Governor  had  been  careful  to  select  mai  irtio  would  be 

133 

fav<»rable  to  Gainesville,        Governor  Broward  doiied  the  stateoent, 

but  Clark  still  maintained  that  he  could  prove  that  he  had  made  the 
13U 

assertion, 

Hathan  P*  Bryan  vas  a  close  friend  of  Governor  Bx'omrd's  and 

Nathaniel  Adams  was  a  brother  of  Frank  Adams,  trtio  *'more  than  any 

other  person,  •  •  ^ias7  responsible  for  putting  the  Buckman  Bill 

~  13$ 

through  the  legislature,**        A,  L,  Brown  of  Eostis  w«s  said  t» 
have  been  a  trustee  of  the  Lake  City  schodL  at  <xie  time,  althou^ 
his  name  does  not  appear  as  such  in  the  catalogues  of  the  school, 

132  .  ^ 

Bristol,  op#  cit,,  H?,  U9-50. 
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Florida  Times-Union  (Jacksonwille),  April  30,  1908, 
Ibid.,  April  27,  1906. 
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Bristol,        cit,,  p,  50, 


W,  M«  HoUcBmy,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  had  been 
Coonty  Superintendemt  of  Public  Instruction  in  Alachua  County  before 
moving  up  to  the  state  office,    Attomey-Ooaeral  W.  H.  ELlis  '■as  a 
son-in-l«r  of  Supreme  Court  Justice  R»  F.  Taylor  of  Gainesville,  and 
Secretary  of  State  H,  day  Ctwford  had  family  connections  living 
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in  Gainesville,  one  of  «hom  had  attended  the  East  Blorlda  Seminary. 
P,  K.  Tonge  thou^t  there  ma  a  value  in  having  a  completely 


mem  caa^Jus  unencuBJbered  by  any  eadstir^  buildings.    He  also  liked 

137 

the  ctiltural  atmosphere  of  Gainesville.        W,  V.  Knott  gave  L.  M. 
Bristol  three  reasons  why  he  voted  for  Gainesville*  /rt^  Ju^^-^^J 

(1)    Large  unencumibered  acreage,  (2),  £ree  and  per- 
petual nater  supply  which  he  figured  roughly  to  be 
worth  at  least  CiiO^OOO  (which  could  not  be  matched 
by  Lake  City  as  they  did  not  owi  their  water  plant) , 
and  (3),  a  suggestion  from  P.  K,  Yonge  at  the  joint 
meeting  of  the  two  boards  to  the  effect  that  the  lo- 
cation of  the  buildings  at  the  University  of  Florida 
at  Lake  City  was  not  suitable  fear  a  permanent  pro- 
gram of  e^pansion.^" 

Iben  the  news  was  received  that  Gaines7ille  had  been  chosen  as 

the  site  for  the  new  university,  a  spontaneous  celebration  began  in 

that  city.    The  Gainesville  Sun  reported! 

If  ever  the  people  of  Gainesville  ware  lU^ppgr  and 
enthusiastic  it  was  Thursday  night  and  Friday,  when 
the  news  came  that  this  dt^  had  been  successful  in  .  :  . 
securing  the  location  of  the  State  University.  This 

136 

The  writer  does  not  intend  to  infer  that  these  officials 
were  motivated  entirely  by  these  facts.    The  information  is  given 
merely  because  it  helps  the  reader  to  understand  the  background  of 
each  of  these  men,  as  they  made  their  decisions. 
137 

Bristol,  0£.  cit.,  p.  50}  also  statement  of  Ifr.  Julian  C. 
Tonge,  son  of  P.  K..  Xonge,  to  writer  on  July  22,  19U8. 
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«itbusium  w«s  not  confined  to  any  particular  class 
ttat  was  general*  oabracing  male  and  female,  white  and 
oolrared,  of  all  agee. 

the  information  came  about  12  o'clock  Thursday- 
night.    It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  telegrani  from  Uayor  '  , 
R.  K.  Ihomas,  Chairman  of  the  Coaedttaa,  and  bors  tfas 
sir^jle  announcanent  t  - 
"Bainesville  wins  the  University  by  a  vote  of 
six  to  four."                                                         '  ■> 
The  mstssage  was  brief  but  it  was  sufficient  to 
kindle  the  fire  of  enthusia«i  and  gladden  the  heart 
of  every  living  human  in  Gainesville,  and  ito^'^s 
prising  how  quickly  the  news  spread.  .  . 

While  C^nesville  oelcbrated  her  victory.  Lake  City  resttizMd 

stunned,  disaf^ointed  and  hurt.    As  i|>  to  soothe  her  wounded  pride, 

the  Board  of  Control  the  f  olloMing  day*  July  7th,  orderedi 

tniat  a  ccramittee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
chairman  to  confer  with  Uie  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  Lake  City  and  ascertain  from  than  th« 
wishes  of  ihe  citisais  of  the  said  city  in  reference 
to  having  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb 
located  in  that  city.^^0 

To  this  comndttee  were  appointed  N.  P.  Bryan,  Nathaniel  Adams,  and 
!•  M«  Hc^onay.    It  will  be  rananbered  that  the  first  tuo  had  favored 
Lake  City  for  the  location  of  the  University* 

If  Governor  Broward  had  believed  that  a  coamlttea  in  whidi  tha 
majority  of  its  manbors  had  favored  Lake  City  in  the  matter  of  lo- 
cating the  Univ^sity  would  be  guaranteed  success  in  further  nego- 
tiati<»s  with  that  city,  he  was  doomed  to  disappointment.    The  eon- 
mittee  reported  back  on  July  2Uth  with  a  letter  signed  by  the  Ifayor, 


Florida  State  Board  of  Educaticm,  Minute  Book  Number  Three, 
October  8,  1895,  to  April  9,  1909j  also  Board  of  Control  Minutes, 
July  7,  1905. 
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the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  ^oaatty  Coomlssloners,  and  the  OMdrnan 
of  the  Citizens  ConiBittee.    The  letter  rather  too  politely  turned 
down  the  "generous  offer,"  with  the  statenaitt 

iSe  recc^nize  the  fact  that  this  tender  is  perhaps 
the  hi^est  ccMiipliiBent  that  coiild  have  been  pai4  as  Iqr 
your  honorable  body,  for  Florida  iias  no  higlwr  Bdssicn 
than  the  pr«^r  education  of  the  sub-normal  children 
of  tlie  State}  it  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  charges 
ever  sutadtted  to  the  keeping  of  aiqr  coBBiopirealth,  and 
«e  assure  you  that  ycmr  iax>po8al  has  had  aid  should 
hare  our  highest  and  best  consideraticm.   ¥/e  hvn  girea 
the  matter  that  careful  attention  yfixich  we  think  the 
mbject  so  richly  deserves,  and  have  considered  it  from 
the  standpoint  of  wliat  is  best  for  the  Inatituticaa  and 
its  pupils  rather  than  from  the  selfish  standpoint  of        •  ' 
our  own  interest.    Considering  the  matter  in  this  way 
we  are  forced  to  decline  the  proposition  which  yai 
awbrnit,  iBttch  as  we  regret  to  do  so,  fcr  we  fully  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  in  tendering  us  the  location  of 
this  sacred  Institutioo  around  and  abotrb  which  is  cast 
the  mantle  of  love  and  care  of  the  people  of  Florida, 
you  have,  after  nature  deliberation,  found  us  aninent- 
ly  possessed  of  those  qualifications  of  head  and  heart 
so  essential  to  the  chsirge,  care  and  training  of  pupils 
of  this  class. 

While  we  «Q>preciate  to  the  fullest  the  great  and  ' 
signal  honor  you  pay  us  in  this  tender,  we  feeL  that  wm 
would  be  unjust  to  the  beautiful  City  of  St»  Augustine, 
li^ose  noble  citizenship)  opened  wide  her  protecting  arms  - 
to  receive  and  nourish  this  Institution  when  first 
founded,  should  we  accept*    The  Institution  went  to  St. 
Augustine  as  a  babe,  has  develqped  to  robust  boyhood, 
its  growth  springing  from  the  inspiratit»i,  tender  care  - 
and  unstinted  love  of  the  foster-mother.    Around  this 
Institution  is  entwined  the  undying  love  and  tenderest 
cere  of  the  good  people  of  the  Ancient  City,  and  we 
will  not  under  any  consideraticwi  be  even  an  lnnoc«it 
party  to  a  transacti<»  which  will  deprive  them  of  the 
<?)portunity  to  continue  the  noble  work  *iich  they  hove 
so  succcssfullv  begun,  and  which  they  are  so  desirous  ' 
of  continuing.^^ 

It  was,  perhaps,  not  altogether  wounded  pride  or  love  fica*  h«r 


Ibid..  July  2h,  190$. 
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sister  city  of  St.  Augastlne  that  caused  Lake  City  to  refuse  the 
Blind,  Deaf  and  Dunto  Institute,    There  were  rumors  that  resort  to 
legal  means  would  be  taken  to  keep  the  University  at  Lake  Citjy*  -■  - 
The  board  had,  at  its  meeting  of  July  7th  (the  day  after  it  wm 
decided  to  locate  the  University  at  Gainesville),  voted  to  \xa»  tbm 
Lake  City  carapus  for  the  new  University  during  the  190^1906  term. 
This  was  necessitated  by  the  fact  that  the  CSainesville  canqjus  could 
not  be  made  ready  for  the  aove  in  leas  than  a  year.^   TJiis  would 
give  the  opposition  time  to  get  organised. 

In  Noventoer,  1900,  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bucknan  Act  was 
called  into  questitti  by  a  quo  warranto  proceeding  in  the  Svipram 
Court.   The  suit  was  brou^t  by  the  City  of  Lak»s  City  against  the 
Board  of  Control  aid  «ie  State  Board  of  Education.    The  next  mcMith, 
in  a  long  and  radiaustive  opinicm  the  Supreme  Court  tqpheLd  the  Act.^ 

Althou^  the  Florixia  Suprone  Court  had  upheld  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  Biicbnan  Law,  Lake  City  did  not  give  up  the  fl^t.  Qb 
June  1st,  1906,  just  before  the  close  of  the  spring  term  of  the  ttai- 
versity.  Circuit  Court  Jtidge  B,  H*  Palmer  of  Lake  City  issued  a  ten*- 
porary  injunction  restraining  the  Board  of  Control  from  renoving  the 
equipment  fron  Lake  City  to  Qainesville.    Two  •dditional  suits  were 
brought  on  June  iBth  and  July  5th  further  restraJjiing  the  aat^oritiea 
from  packing  any  equipment,  and  requiring  them  to  replace  the  equip- 

lli2  ~~  ~"  ~" 

Ibid.,  July  7,  1905. 
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State  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen'l.  V.  Baryan  et  al.,  50  Fla.  293. 
39  So.  929.  ,  ^  x«. 


ment  ali*eady  packed  or  shipped.    Later,  on  Jfuly  9th,  Judge  Pali&er 
disqualified  himself  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  contributed  to  the 
ftmd  dtonated  to  bring  the  University  to  Lala  City,  and  becatise  he 
osmed  real  estate  in  Lake  City  iJhidi  ^uLd  be  effected  by  the  re- 
oovaX  of  ths  University* 

*  ■  *■ 

The  first  ease  was  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Cotxrt,  but  befar« 
it  handed  doim  a  decision.  Judge  John  W«  MsCLone  of  the  Second  Judi* 
oial  Circuit  had  cm  July  l8th,  heard  the  arguments  on  the  injuno- 
ti«i8«    He  dismissed  all  the  suits.    Inciediately  after  the  dismissal 
of  these  suits  most  of  the  equipment  was  ronowed  to  Gainesville. 

Ano^ier  injunction  i»as  then  sought  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Southern  District  of  Florida*   'V.  S.  Cairthon, 
niio  TKas  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  ihe  Lake  City  Institutioii  at  ths 
tlM  of  its  removal  and  «as  later  elected  State  Stiperiatondent  of 
Public  Instruction,  narrated  the  follo«ing  account  of  tiie  results  - 
of  that  suit.    He  saidt 

Later  in  the  summer,  a  suit  tras  started  in  tha  : - 

Federal  District  Court  by  the  City  of  Lake  City  for 
the  purpose  of  retaining  the  University  in  Lake  City. 
As  Judge  Locke  of  the  Northern  District  of  Florida 
«as  out  of  the  state  at  the  tine,  attorneys  for  both 
parties  to  the  controversy  appeared  before  Judge  Shelby 
at  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

\Khen  a  petition  for  a  restraining  order  was  maOB 
by  the  attrrney  for  Lake  City,  W.  ^.  Hampton  of  Gaines- 
ville, representing  the  State,  exhibited  an  affidavit 
signed  by  Andrew  Sledd,  Presidait  of  the  University,  :  - 

and  myself  as  Librarian,  alleging  that  the  property  in 

^  ^orida  Tlaes-Uniw  ( Jacks onviUc),  April  12,  1^7. 
Ibid.,  July  21,  1906.  - 
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question  had  fl3.read7  be«n  shlppad  to  (lalnesvllle.  The 
petiti<»  was  denied  and  the  litigati<m  thiis  ended* 

But  the  above  mentioned  shipment  was  not  free  f!roa 
difficulties.    No  one  in  Lake  City  woxild  haul  the 
equipment  to  the  railroad  station.    ^Vord  was  fiotten  to 
Major  W«  R.  Thonas  of  Gainesville,  however,  and  as  he 
was  in  the  livery  and  carting  business,  he  sent  several 
teazas  to  Laks  Gity  and.the  ^ipnent  was  finally  eom-> 
pleted  in  this  manner.^^ 

The  State  of  Florida  had  inaugurated  a  new  era  in  public  higher 

•duoation  for  its  citizenry*    "Hie  preaable  of  the  Bucknan  Act,  irtiich 

was  now  on  the  statute  books,  had  begont 

An  Act  to  abolish  the  Florida  Agric^'luural  College, 
now  officially  designated  as  the  University  of  KLoridSy 
located  at  Lake  Cityj  the  ?Jcst  Florida  Sendnary  now 
lOBONn  as  the  Florida  State  College,  located  at  Tallahss- 
Me;  the  White  Normal  School,  located  at  BeFuniak  Springsj 
t^e  Kast  Florida  Seminary,  located  at  Gainesville;  the 
South  Florida  College,  located  at  Bartowj  the  Florida  Aex 
ricultural  Institute,  located  in  OaceoLa  County.  •  • 

As  if  to  show  furttier  that  the  break  with  the  past  was  conqjlete 

snd  that  new  institutions  were  being  organised^  the  new  university 

was  to  be  called  the  OnlTersitj  of  the  Stat*  of  florida.    This  nev 

title  would  distinguish  'Wie  Gainesville  InstituticHi  from  the  old 

University  of  ilorid«  at  Lake  City.   The  Aot  rsad^  in  parti 

Section  12.    niat  there  shall  be  established,  and 
that  there  is  hereby  created  the  following  institutions 
of  higher  education  in  this  State,  to-witt  One  Univer- 
sity to  be  known  as  the  University  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  and  one  Faaale  Seminary  to  be  kncwm  as  the 
Florida  Female  College.^ 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  law,  both  schools  took  the 

date  1905  on  their  respective  seals  as  the  date  of  toeir  founding. 
^     -     -  — __  _ 

Bristol,  o£.  cit.,  Appaidlx,  p.  11. 

^fl  i52£  St  ^QTida.  1905,  Ch^.  538U,  p.  37. 
^  Ibid.,  p.  Ii5. 
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Other  colleges  eoald  boast  of  their  antiquity  and  traditian8>  but 
the  histozy  of  Florida's  state  suf^orted  colleges  lay  ahead.  Seem- 
ingly^ it  ma  the  duty  of  erery  student,  every  professor*  every 
alumnus  and  alumna,  and  every  citizen  to  make  it  a  great  history— 
a  credit  to  the  State  and  Nation.    The  University  of  Florida  to<^ 
pride  in  being  pointed  out  as  the  "yoiuigest  State  University  in 
the  country."    For  years  both  institutions  would  measure  their  pro» 
greas  in  terms  of  their  yottUifulneaa* 


CHAPTER  V 

A  PERIOD  OF  GRCWTH  IN  HIGHER  EDUCATION  Hi  FLORIDA 

The  Buckman  Law  became  effective  iamediately  upon  the  signature 
of  QOTernor  Browajxl  <ai  June  5th,  1905.    The  State  Board  <tf  Education 
and  the  Board  of  Control  at  a  Joint  seseicm  on  July  6th  had  per- 
laanently  located  the  University  of  the  State  of  Florida  at  Qaine»» 
ville,  and  the  "Florida  Fanale  College"  at  Tallahassee,    While  the 
boards  were  given  the  authority  to  relocate  the  Florida  State  Normal 
and  Industrial  College  for  Negroes,  it  nas  decided  to  retain  it  at 
Its  old  site  in  Tallahassee* 

Due  to  the  general  rundown  and  delapidated  conditiai  o  f  th« 
old  East  Florida  Sesiinary  buildings,  and  their  lack  of  acconnoda- 
tiwi  for  any  large  number  of  students,  it  was  decided  to  use  the  old 
University  of  Florida  campus  in  Lake  City  for  the  new  University  of 
the  State  of  Florida  during  the  1905-06  term.    Therefore,  it  was  in 
Lake  City  that  the  University  of  the  State  of  Florida  opened  for 
its  first  term  on  Wednesday,  September  27th,  1905.^ 

Dr.  Andrew  Sledd,  who  had  succeeded  Dr.  T.  H.  Taliaferro  as 
president  of  the  old  University  of  Florida  in  19oU,  was  chosai  as 
the  first  president  of  the  new  institution.    Dr.  James  M.  Farr,  who 
had  been  professor  of  iioglish  and  German  at  the  Lake  City  institu- 
tion since  1901,  was  selected  to  serve  as  vice-president  of  the  new 
school  concurrently  with  his  professorial  duties.    Other  members  of 

University  of  Uie  State  of  tlcrida  Catalogue,  1905-06,  p.  3, 
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the  faculty  were  W.  F.  locuaiy  Charles  H.  C<»mer,  James  D«  Taylor^ 
itm,  F«  M«  Rolfs,  Edsard  R*  KLlnt,  M.  T.  Hochstrasser,  Karl  Scbnidt, 
E.  H.  Sellards,  J.  &.  Bsaton,  David      ZhOBas,  James  N*  Anierson, 
C.  L,  Crow,  ik.  W.  Blair,  and  N.  H.  Ccoc,    The  Normal  Deparbnent  had 
Henry  E.  Bennett  for  its  dean*    Other  members  of  the  Normal  Depart- 
Busnt  faculty  vers  ui«  F,  Yocum,  W.  S»  Cairthcm,  W.  L.  Floyd,  George 
M.  Lynch,  and  B»  H.  Bridges* 

The  catalogue  of  190^-06  of  ttie  University  of  the  State  of 
Florida  stated  that  the  University  was  divided  into  the  following 
departments  or  schools i    School  of  Language  and  Literature,  General 
Scientific  School,  School  of  Agriculture,  Teohnologloal  School, 
School  of  Phainnacy  (to  be  opwrxed  in  1506),  and  the   Hormal  School. 
The  announcement  stated  that  no  Latin  or  Greek  irould  be  required  of 
students  enterii)g  the  School  of  Agricultiire  or  the  Technological 
Sdiool.' 

During  the  first  year  of  its  existence  the  University  of  the 
State  of  Florida  had  an  enrollment  of  136*    Of  this  niinber,  oaly 
seventy  were  doing  regvOar  college  work.    Included  in  the  seventy 
students  were  eight  graduate  studoits*    A  xaasbtae  of  these  were 
fSacalty  menberst   W.  S.  Cawthon,  B.  H,  Bridges,  and  W.  L,  Flqyd* 
There  were  also  fifteen  special  students  and  fifty-one  normal  stu- 
dents included  in  the  total  of  136  registered  for  the  term.^ 

2 

Xbid«,  pp»  $-8*  » 
^  Ibid.,  pp.  3l*-35. 
University  Record.  Vol.  I,  No.  2,  May,  1906,  pp.  9k  and  98. 
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The  University  began  its  first  term  on  the  nev  caniptts  in 
Gainesville  on  Wednesday,  Septa]i>er  26th,  1906»     The  nev  Uni-rar> 
slty  had  been  given  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  512  acres.  "Oxe 
caspus  was  located  on  ei^ty  acres  in  the  northSAst  corner  of  this 
body  of  land*    Three  buildings  had  been  erected  in  preparation  for 
the  opening  of  the  institution.    These  were  Thonas  Ball,  Budoaan 
Hall,  and  a  small  loachinery  building,  sixty  feet  by  thirty  feet, 
^oinas  Hall  contained  the  adaiinistrative  offices,  library,  chapel, 
lecture  rooms,  laboratories  and  dining  hall.    The  building  had  been 
originally  designed  for  a  dormitory,  but  was  to  be  used  ten^orarily 
for  these  pxirposes.    Buckman  liall  was  the  one  dormitory  on  the  cam- 
pus.   The  small  machinery  building  was  used  for  instruction  in  wood 

6 

and  aetal  work,  dming,  etc. 

The  faculty  for  the  1906-07  term  was  virtually  the  a«me  as  it 
had  been  the  year  before  in  Lake  City. 

The  Florida  Times-Union  described  the  initial  opening  of  th« 

ncnr  University  in  Gainesville,  thus: 

With  all  the  splendor,  pcsip  and  dignity  of  the 
glorious  state  of  Florida,  every  secticm  of  the  state 
being  represented,  the  new  University  of  KLorida  has 
been  launched  upon  the  educational  sea,  and  judging 
from  the  beginning,  this  year  will  eclipse  anything  of 
the  kind  ever  known  in  this  state.    Vfithin  the  next 
two  weeks  President  Andrew  Sledd  feels  assured  that 
there  will  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  students  enrolled, 
against  a  maxisium  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  last  ;^ear« 

Ibid.,  p.  3. 

Florida  Times-Union  (Jacksonville),  May  30,  1909. 
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All  of  Gainesville,  male  and  female,  from  \i»  wee 
bit  of  a  youngster  to  those  irtio  were  so  advanced  in 
«£•  they  could  not  walk  and  were  coj^ielled  to  take 
other  means  of  conveyance,  were  present  in  the  chapel 
at  the  opening  of  the  exercises  at  3  o'clock  this  af- 
tersoosfr— and  a  happy  crowd  it  was,  too.    The  babies 
langhed  and  cooed  as  if  they  understood  the  situation,  ; 
the  faces  of  the  elder  ones  were  wreatiied  with  sniles 
of  satisfacticai,  the  speakers  seemed  at  the  best  and 
most  «ithusiastic  mood,  and  in  all  it  was  an  occasion 
the  like  of  which  was  never  before  witnessed  in  this 
city. 

The  exercises  were  opened  by  an  invocation  by  Rev.      >  - 
Thomas  P.  Hay  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  tftien 
•Uie  following  progrm  was  carried  outi 

Address  of  weleoae  in  behalf  of  city, 

Hon.  V.  W.  Han^ton. 

"Education  and  Citizenship,"    Gov.  N.  B.  Broward 

ttusic,  Qrunthall's  orchestra. 

"The  Unity  of  the  State  School  System,"  President 
A.  A.  Idurphree  of  Florida  Female  College, 

Tallahassee 

"The  University  of  the  State  of  Florida,"  Hon.  N» 
P.  Bryan,  Chaiiroan  of  Board  of  Craitrol. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  literary  exercises,  the 
ladies  of  \he  city  held  an  informal  reception,  which 
afforded  an  opportonity  to  the  students  to  meet  the 
pMjpIe.    This  feature  was  also  very  pleasant  and  easy, 
U  it  wfts  entirely  informal,  and  everyone  mingled  with 
A  freeness  and  understanding  that  "everybody  had  a 
right  to  know  everybody." 

During  the  exercises  the  magnificent  buildings 
were  open  for  inspectioi  of  the  public,  and  the  halls 
and  various  departments  were  thronged  at  aU  times. ' 

The  enrdlawnt  for  this  first  year  of  the  University  fell  far 

short  of  President  Sledd's  prediction  of  ISO  studeats«   The  oat»-> 

logue  shows  that  only  102  students  were  enrolled  during  tiie  entire 

year.    Biere  were  only  fifty-four  college  students  registered, 

n^ch  included  four  graduate  students.    There  were  seven  normal 

students,  six  special  or  unclassified  students,  and  tliirty-five 


Ibid.,  Sept«nber  28,  1906. 
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in  the  sub-ltHBshman  gewp.     The  enrollnient  nas  destined  to  ranain 

discouragingly  lc«r  for  the  next  few  yeais. 

The  Florida  Fanale  College  opened  for  its  first  session  on 

'iffednesday,  September  27th,  190^*    Dr.  Albert  A«  Murphree,  itio  had 

eom  to  the  old  West  Florida  Geninary  in  190$  as  professor  of  Qreek 

«Bd  Mthsmatics  and  who  was  presidmt  of  the  institution  from  1697 

to  1905,  was  chosen  as  the  first  president  of  this  new  institution. 

Others  on  the  first  fasolty  of  the  school  wwe  John  C«  Calhoun^ 

Ludwlg  ID.  BuchhcOz,  Arthur  Williams,  Sanuel  M*  Tucker,  Hatnt  R* 

^th,  Jerome  McNeill,  6.  C.  Bondurant,  Uarion  £.  Jones,  Urs*  Bessie 

B*  Goiqpton,  Mary  Sidney  J<din8ton,  Anna  E«  Chaires,  Hallie  C.  Lewis, 

Madeline  Keipp,  Margaret  Buchhdls,  Inez  Abernatiiy,  Edith  IV.  Moses, 

9 

1b4  Mary  W.  Apttoop* 

The  coU^e  was  organized  into  a  College  of  Liberal  Arts,  School 
of  Industrial  Arts,  State  School  for  Teachers,  School  of  ISusie, 
School  of  Ari«  and  Sdiool  of  £xpressioa*    Courses  ware  offered  in 

these  Tarious  schools  leading  to  degrees  of  k»  B*y  B*  S*^  B«  lUy 

10 

and  L*  I. 

Since  the  old  Florida  State  College  campus  was  to  be  used  for 
the  new  institution,  tlte  Florida  F@nale  College  was  s  ometrtiat  better 
situated  in  respect  to  housing  than  the  University  of  the  State  of 
FLorida.    The  can9>us  in  190S;  was  oooqposed  of  about  fourteen  acres 

8 

University  Record,  Vol.  II,  Ho.  2,  Ivlay,  1907,  p.  99. 
9  

Announcement  of  the  Florida  Female  College  for  190^-06,  h>. 

2"^« 

Ibid.,  pp.  10-11. 
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of  land.    There  were  three  buildingst    College  Hall,  a  brick  stme- 
ture.  Has  tho  main  building  and  c<sitained  the  administrative  of- 
fices, the  library,  class  rooms,  and  laboaratories.    East  HaU  Has 
a  frame  building  used  as  a  domitory  and  as  a  dining  hall.  West 
Hall  was  another  frame  dormitory  T»hich  contained  thirty  roans  for 
students.^  The  gyanasitBa  was  the  dd  Lincoln  Acaderay,  the  Talla- 
hassee Negro  school,  *iich  the  Board  of  Control  had  purchased  firom 

the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  of  Leon  Coanty  and  had  comrerted 

12 

into  a  building  for  this  purpose.  ^ 

let,  with  these  facilities,  iwhidi  might  seem  adequate  for  the 
n«ir  Iranian's  college,  Dr*  Murphree  rd-ated  that  there  were  many  ob- 
stacles the  first  year*  .  . 

An  entirely  new  institution,  quite  unique  in  its 
aim  and  scope,  monQ  colleges  for  won^,  had  to  be 
founded.    While  many  of  the  faculty  of  the  Florida 
State  College  ranained  as  instructors  in  the  Plorida 
Female  College,  it  was  still  necessary  to  employ  a 
number  of  new  teachers,  some  from  outside  the  State, 
unfamiliar  with  our  conditions  and  problems.  The 
plant  oi  tiie  Florida  State  College,  with  all  its         '     ;  . 
loverty  of  equipment,  had  to  be  utilised  for  the  nnr  si^. 
institution.    In  order  to  accomKXiate  new  departmoitSy*  *^ 
a  considerable  initial  outlay  of  fimds  was  necessary. 
Ojr  difficulties  were  further  increased  by  insuffi- 
cient Legislative  appropriaticm.    It  is  not  here  neces- 
sary to  dwell  upon  the  difficulty  experienced  in  classi- 
fying a  great  number  of  new  and  untried  students,  of 
airanging  cours'^s  for  their  benefit,  and  of  overcoming 
pf^nilar  ignorance  and  misconception  of  the  character 
of  the  institution.^^ 

Ibid.,  pp.  13-1$.   •  - 

12 

Re^rt  of  the  Board  of  Ccmtrol  for  the  Period  Beginning 


5,  1905  anJ"En5ing  January  1,  1907 ,  p."!!." 
^  Ibid.,  p.  Ii8. 


209 


The  total  enrollment  of  the  Florida  Female  College  during  its 

first  year  of  existence  nas  ZQk  in  conqparison  irith  I36  enrolled 

during  the  same  period  at  the  Dniversilgr  of  the  State  of  Florida* 

catalogue  did  not  give  a  breakdown  by  classes,  but  sixty  vere 

r9p<xcted  in  the  College  of  Liberal  ^ts,  seventy-one  in  the  School 

of  Industrial  Arts,  ninety^ix  in  the  School  of  Fine  Arts,  133  in 

Hi 

the  School  for  Teachers,  and  eleven  sp^ial  students* 

Ihs  Florida  State  Norraal  and  Industrial  School  for  Negroes  was 

•ffected  little  by  the  passage  of  the  Buckman  Bill  in  1905>  This 

school,  since  its  establishment  in  1887,  had  been  under  the  Stat* 

Board  of  EdueatioD  vhose  members  ir^re  the  ex  officio  trustees  of  the 

institotion*       The  new  law  siqply  placed  it  under  the  management 

of  the  Board  of  Control. 

The  school  had  first  <q>ened  its  doors  in  TallahasTOe  in  October, 

IB87,  and  had  been  moved  to  a  new  locati<xi  one  mile  south  of  that 

city  in  1891.    The  institution  in  190$  had  oim«:ship  of  about  200 

acres  of  laiKi,  and  its  work  wais  organiaed  into  three  departments- 
Id 

academic,  mechanical  and  agricultural.      Nathan  5.  Young,  A.  M.^ 

lAio  was  president  of  the  school  at  that  time,  in  speaking  of  ths 

type  of  work  that  was  being  done,  saidt 

In  addition  to  offering  a  first-class  course  in 
secondary  education  in  the  academic  departmrat,  in-> 
eluding  a  course  in  pedagogy,  instruction  is  offered 
in  seventeen  industries.    Barring  plant  equipments, 

^  Florida  Female  College  Catalogue,  1906-07,  p.  II6. 

Laws  of  I'lorlda,  1887,  Chap.  3692,  Sec.  h,  p.  37. 

16  

Florida  State  Normal  and  Industrial  School  Cataloe\». 
1905-06,"pr7:  ^ 
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this  school  now  ranks  with  the  best  of  its  type, 

ftresident  Young  was  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  eohooL  by  » 
faculty  of  nineteen  iii«nbers»   The  catalogue  of  the  inatittttiai 
shows  an  enroUmait  of  280  for  the  1905-06  tenu    The  normal  school 
claiioed  liih  of  these,  while  the  preparatory  school  had  136  regis- 
lerea*  .  .    -•  ,  •  -  • ^  . ,..  ,.t  . .  ■ 

In  addition  to  the  University  of  the  State  of  Florida,  tl» 
Florida  Feoaale  College,  and  the  Florida  Normal  and  Industrial  Col- 
lege for  Negroes,  the  Board  of  Control  was  given  the  management  of 
"Uie  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Duab,  by       provifliana  of 
the  Buckman  Act.    This  latter  school,  however,  cannot  in  any  way  be 
considered  a  school  of  higher  learning.    It  will  be  resaonbered  that 
ttie  Board  of  Coitrol  bad  offered  this  school  to  Lake  City  after  it 
had  decided  to  place  the  University  in  Gainesville.    Lake  City,  how- 
ever, refused  to  accept  it,  so  it  was  decided  to  retain  St.  Augustine 
as  its  perscttient  location.^ 

The  mere  consolidatLon  of  public  higber  education  in  the  state 
into  two  state  institutiooe  for  idiites  and  one  ftxr  N^rOM  did  not 
by  any  means  settle  all  the  problea»«   Thore  iNare  nany  sttTmtians 
arising  the  first  few  years  which  taxed  the  ingenuity  of  the  heads 

17 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Control  for  the  Period  B^innin^ 
June  5>  1905>  and  Ijiding  January  1,  1907,  p.  63 « 

Florida  State  Normal  and  Industrial  School  Catalogue,  1905- 
06,  p.  lHu 

Florida  State  Board  of  Education,  Minute  Book  Ita^jer  Three, 
October  8,  1895,  to  April  9,  1909j  also  Board  of  Cwitrca  Minutes  of 
July  21;,  1905. 
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of  ti»  inatitutions  as  well  as  the  Board  of  Control.    For  instance, 

in  the  spring  of  1906  even  before  the  University  of  the  State  of 

Florida  had  moved  to  Gainesville,  ttiere  was  a  move  to  coiabine  at 

Oainesville  the  normal  departments  of  the  Univer^ty  and  the  Feoiale 

College.    This  would  hare  in  effect  made  the  University  partially 

coeducaticmal*    The  minutes  of  the  Board  of  C<mtrol  meeting  held 

in  Lake  City  on  April  2nd,  1906,  readi  ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yonge,  it  was  tmaniiBOusly 
agreed  to  cooDsinicate  with  ^^jor      H.  Oottas  and 
asMrtain  if  the  Girl's  Dormitory  and  Aoadoaie 

Building  at  Gainesville  could  be  used  by  the  Board, 
if  the  Normal  D^partmrait  at  the  University  and  Col- 
lie should  be  coodsined  at  Gainesville,  and  if  at 
what  cost  ^ic7»    A  repGLy  vsls  received  from  Major 
Thomas  thatTHe  buildings  could  be  had  by  tb»  Board 
without  charge.    Thereupon  a  moticai  was  made  and 
seconded  that  the  Board  proceed  to  Tallahassee  and 
reoonwand  to  tlae  State  Board  of  Edueatl(»i  that  the 
KoroMl  Diq>art  ents  of  the  University  and  College  be 
cotnbined  at  Gainesville.    The  n»tion  was  carried 
unanimously  and  the  Board  proceeded  to  Tallahas- 
see.^^ ; 

At  the  Joint  meeting  with  the  State  Board  of  Educatlcm  in 
Tallahassee  the  following  day.  Dr.  Murphree,  President  of  the 
n.orida  Female  College,  appeared  before  the  two  boards  and  spoke 
in  oppositicxi  to  the  proposal,  while  President  Sledd  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  State  of  Florida  was  preaoatt  and  addressed  the  boards 
in  favor  of  the  move.   When  the  vote  was  taken  late  in  the  after- 
noon, N.  P.  Bryan  and  P.  K.  Yonge  voted  in  favor  of  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  two  normal  schools,  while  W.  7.  Knott,  U.  Clay  Crair- 


BjMTd  of  Control,  State  of  KLorida,  Minute  Book  Number  I, 
June  28,  i905,  to  Novenber  U,  1911,  fJinutes  of  April  2,  1906. 
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fcrd,  W.  H.  Ellis,  !»■■»  BoUoiiay,  and  Dr.  k*  L.  Brom  voted  , 
against  the  motion.    So  it  was  declared  lost  by  &  vote  of  five  to 
two»      This  instance  marlced  the  first  attei^t  after  their  estab- 
lishment to  make  eildier  of  the  schools  coeducatiaial  in  any  re- 
spect* .  ■ ; 

One  of  toe  major  obstacles  tJie  tm  institutions  had  to  over- 

eom  vas  the  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  public  that  the 

schools  would  really  develop  into  worthwhile  institutions*  Haiqr 

were  of  the  opinion  that  tlie  institutions  were  merely  temporary 

experiments  which  probably  would  not  succeed*    Dr*  Murphree  had  the 

keen  insight  to  recognize  this  feeling  on  the  part  of  sooe  of  the 

citiaens  of  the  state.    He  saidi  .  .. 

As  stated  in  the  beginning  of  this  r  eport,  tiie 
College  from  its  inception  was  confronted  with  formi- 
dable difficultiesj  some  material,  ishich  we  have  al- 
reK]y  stat«ij  other  inanaterial,  but  still  forming  a 
bar  to  progress.    The  chief  of  the  latter  lies  in  the 
fact  that  our  instituti<»i  is  not  looked  upon  as  stable 
or  permanent.    Such  a  view  is  most  unfortunate,  since 
it  causes  uneasiness,  not  only  in  the  ptiblic  mind, 
but  even  among  the  faculty  and  students  of  the  College. 
It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  this  lack  of  confidence  may 
soon  be  entirely  of  the  past,  and  that  our  College  may 
stand,  not  for  a  day  or  for  a  year,  as  the  shuttle 
cock  of  faction,  but  for  generations,  as  a  stable  and 
permanent  p\iblic  instituticai.    Only  in  such  a  state  of 
mind,  £ree  from  uneasiness  sure  of  the  future,  and  its 
conditions  stable  and  unchanging,  can  any  far-reaching 
and  progressive  educational  policy  be  planned  and. 
executed.^  * 


21 

Plorida  State  Board  of  Education,  Minute  Book  Number  Three, 
October  8,  1895,  to  April  9,  1909j  also  Board  of  Control  Minutes 
of  April  3,  1^. 
22 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Control  Beginnin/^  June  5,  1905,  and 

Ending  jssi57 17  mrTw:   — ^  —  ^  — 
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It  was  natuiuL  that  there  ^ouM  be  sane  iil-Xoeliiig  tcwuardi  " , 
the  new  schools  on  the  part  of  citisaMi  of  those  comities  and 
cities  in  ifiiich  the  abolished  institutions  had  been  located,  k 
chock  of  the  early  catalogues  of  the  University  of  State  of  Florida 
shows  few  students  registered  from  Lake  City  sad  Columbia  County, 
k^everal  attempts  w^e  made  in  the  few  years  f oUowine  to  eet  up  ne« 
8<^ools  at  these  old  sites*  •  . 

The  two  new  state  institutiois  also  attempted  to  enforce  high-* 
er  standards  of  workf  which  tended  to  cut  down  on  their  enroHment 
as  well  as  bring  some  crl.ti.cim  on  thea  tvtm  mrtaln  eleoents  with- 
in the  state.    The  Buckman  Law  bad  provided  that  no  student  ^ould 
be  aitaitted  to  the  University  of  iha  State  of  KLorida  -who  had  nob 
con^leted  the  tveirth  grade,  and  no  student  admitted  to  the  Florida 
Le  College  who  had  not  coapleted  the  tenth  grade.    The  Board  of 


Ccsxtrol,  however  y  was  given  Uie  authority  to  change  these  require- 

23 

ments  at  its  discretioo. 

Due  to  the  lade  of  high  schools  in  mai^  counties  of  the  state^ 
the  Board  of  Control  established  the  congpletion  of  the  eleveoth 
grade  as  a  prerequisite  for  admission  to  the  f  reslunan  class  of  the 

university  and  college^  and  in  addition  eatabliahed  a  sub-frettan 

.  2k 
class  of  one  year,  corresponding  to  tii»  work  of  the  eleventh  grade. 

This  concession,  however,  still  cut  down  the  ntrraber  of  studwits 
23 

££  ^orida,  1905,  Chap.  538U,  Sec.  22  and  23,  pp.  $3-51*. 
2ii  ~~" 

^  Report  of  the  Board  of  Control  Beginning  January  190$, 
and  E^ing  JamiaryTT  1907,  p.  12.  ...  ,    ^  _  . 
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greatly,  as  most  of  the  Institatiais  had  offered  a  full  hl^  school 
course  previous  to  1905»   This  low  wiroUment  caused  by  eliminating 
Bost  of  the  high  school  nork,  and  by  requiring  higher  standards  for 
•dBisaLon,  made  it  appear  to  laany  that  the  two  institutions  were 
■aking  little,  if  any,  progress. 

The  following  table  shows  tee  enrdllfflent  of  both  institutions 
for  the  first  four  years  of  their  existence! 

TABLE  m 


EHHDLLMERT  OF  STATE  SUPPORTED  INSTITOTIONS  OF  HIGHER  LEARMHO 
FOR  WHITE  STUDENTS  IM  FLORIDA— 190$-1906 


Institution 

1905-06 

1906-07 

1907-08 

1908-09 

Unirersity  of  the  State  of 
Florida 

136 

US 

Florida  Female  CcOlege 

20U 

220 

257  ^ 

It  will  be  seoi  that  the  University  of  the  State  of  ELorida 
actually  lost  students  aver  the  four  year  period,  while  the  Florida 
Female  College  was  growing  slo«ly  but  steadily*    One  of  the  causes 
for  this  mi^t  have  been  the  ill-feeling  engendered  n^en  the  insti- 
tution was  moved  from  Lake  City  to  Gainesville*    It  will  be  noted 
teat  tee  enroUont  drqpped  f^roa  136  to  102  that  year^  and  thr«» 
years  later  tee  net  gain  wta  only  one  from  that  1cm  point*  Anothep 
cause  might  have  been  teat  tee  citizens  of  Florida  were  less  reluc- 
tant to  send  their  sons  the  Itxig  distances  for  an  education  out  of 

—  , 

Catalc^ues  of  University  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  Flori- 
da FemaleToLlege,  1^06-1910. 
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the  state  than  they  were  to  send  their  daughters  to  out-of-state  .  . 
schools* 

Another  reason  that  ^ould  not  be  overlooked  in  the  seartdi 
for  causes  of  the  large  enrdlment  at  ttie  Florida  Female  College  in 
«Qa|NHrlson  with  the  Gainesville  Institution  vas  the  tremendotuB 
personal  popularity  of  Dr«  A*  A*  Xorphree,  its  president.    In  the 
fourteen  years  he  had  been  connected  with  the  Tallahassee  insti- 
tutions (West  Florida  ^eainary,  Florida  State  College,  and  Florida 
Female  Collie} ,  he  had  endeared  himself  to  students,  professors, 
parents,  and  citizens  of  KLorida  in  general.    In  addition,        ^ . 
possessed  taot,  diplomacy,  and  aggressiveness*  - 

Because  of  the  lack  of  growth  of  the  University,  some  of  ttie 
{srooinent  citizens  of  Gainesville  and  the  ol^er  sections  of  the 
state  slowly  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  change  in  the  presiden- 
cy of  the  University  of  the  State  of  Florida  ^ould  be  made.  !nius. 
Major  8«      Thomas  of  Gainesville,  irtio  more  ihaxi  any  other  man 
might  be  called  the  "father*  of  the  University,  wrote  N.  P.  Bryan, 
chairman  of  the  Boajrd  of  Control,  \xader  date  of  March  20th,  1909 1 

Referring  to  our  conversaticm  touching  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  University  of  Florida,  I  desire  to  en^jha- 
size  in  tois  letter  the  views  I  eaqpressed  to  you  at 
that  time.    Personally,  and  I  know  that  I  voice  the 
unanimous  sentiment  of  this  City,  there  is  no  feeling 
of  any  kind  toward  Dr.  Sledd  as  a  man  and  citizen,  fie 
all  hold  him  in  the  highest  esteem,  and  have  every 
confidaioe  in  iiis  integrity  and  honor  and  would  regret 
to  lose  him  as  one  of  our  citizens.    While  such  is  my 
personal  feeling,  and  as  stated  the  unquestioned  sen- 
timent of  this  City,  yet  thwe  is  no  doubting  the  fact   

that  our  pe<^e  are  firmly  convinced  that  he  is  not 
the  man  for  the  head  of  ttiis  institutiwi.    He  is  not  a 
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builder  n<xc  is  he  an  rarganiser,  and  therefore  he  is    .  „ 
not  the  man  to  Increaro  the  usefulness  of  the  school* 
This  fact  we  cannot  overlook*    Howerver  much  m  appre- 
ciate him  as  one  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  hcmew 
mach  we  would  regret  losing  him,  our  first  considep- 
ation  should  be  the  interests  of  our  entire  State  and 
the  well  being  of  our  school* 

Your  Board  is  charged  with  a  solemn  trust*  lou 
are  public  officials  and  your  acts  should  be  guided  ,. 
by  an  eye  single  t>o  the  interests  of  all  the  people, 
and  there  should  be  a  conscientious  and  patriotic  \  •  „ 

discharge  of  your  duty  in  selecting  a  head  of  the 
UniTersity*    I  cannot  refrain  from  «fi^hasizing  the 
fact  that  while  we  esteem  Dr*  Sledd  as  a  man,  one 
universally  rejected  here,  we  are  (X>nvlnced  that  he 
is  not  tiie  man  £oe  the  place**" 

In  response  to  a  query  from  the  editor  of  the  Gainesville 
Elevator,  Dr.  Sledd  pointed  out  that  although  the  University  of 
the  State  of  florida  was  outranked  in  number  of  studoate  by  Stetson 
University,  KLorida  Female  College,  Southera  College,  Rollins  Col- 
lege, and  Colusdsla  College  (Lake  City),  irtien  one  took  into  consider- 
ation the  item  of  sex  sod  the  req^iirensnte  for  ad^ssLon,  the  exarall- 
sent  at  the  University  was  eiusooraglng*    He  pointed  oat  that  if  one 
counted  only  the  man  students  above  the  tenth  grade,  the  University 

had  more  students  of  that  classification  Uian  any  institution  in  the 
27 

state* 

Vithin  the  next  monl^  Major  Thomas  had  a  change  of  mind,  for 
under  date  of  April  9th,  1909,  he  again  wrote  the  Board  of  Control, 
eayingt 


Florida  State  Board  of  Education,  Minute  Book  K^unber  Three, 
October  8,  1895  to  April  9,  1909}  also  Board  of  Cwitrol,  Minutes  of 
April  10,  1909* 
27 

Gainesville  Hevator,  July  30,  1908* 


After  a  carefca  consideration  of  the  nuniber  of 
college  students  in  attendance  upon  other  in8tltuti(»is 
in  the  State  I  find  tiiat  oiir  institution  shovs  vip  most 
favorably.    In  fact,  we  ha;\re  by  far  the  largest  col- 
lege attendance  of  any  of  them.    This  ahoiiing  is  gratl- 
fjring  to  me,  as  I  have  labored  under  the  ImpressioD 
that  ire  were  falling  behind.    By  ttie  attendance  alone 
I  have  judged  Dr.  Sledd's  ability  as  an  organiiier  and 
builder.    I  have  never  questioned  his  integrity,  his 
aoral  character,  nor  his  enthusiam  for  hia  work*  No 
<Hie  has  ever  questiaied  his  ability  or  his  scholar- 
diip.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  these  institutions 
were  established  in  order  to  furnish  higher  education 
for  our  young  people,  I  feel  that  we  have  reason  to 
be  gratified  at  the  Moving  of  tlie  University  in  this 
woric.  r 

I  feel  that  JuBtioe  to  Dr.  Sledd  demands  that  Z  ;. 
write  you  this  letter.*" 

The  minutes  of  the  Joint  meeting  of  the  State  Fkxurd  of  Edue»- 
tion  and  the  Board  of  Control  indicate  that   State  Superintendent 
W.  U.  Hollomy,  irtio  was  known  to  be  hostile  to  Dr.  Sledd,  had 
written  a  letter  to  Major  W,  r.  Tliomas,  H.  H.  UcCreary,  and  Dr.  J. 
H.  Colscai  in  regard  to  Iv.  Sledd,  in  idilch  he  stated  that  imleae  % 
tinnee  was  made  in  ^e  presidency  of  the  University,  In  his  opinion, 
the  Board  of  Coomissloners  of  State  Institutions  woiad  not  willingly 
pmad^t  the  Board  of  Control  to  ereet  the  buildings  at  the  University 
provided  for  by  l^lslative  act.    It  is  probable  that  Major  Thomas 
wrote  his  first  letter  as  a  resp<Hise  to  Superintendent  Holloway's 
letter*^  At  the  meeting  of  April  10th,  1909,  a  moticm  was  made  by 
H.  P.  Bryan  arid  j^pproved  by  the  two  boards  that  Superintendent  Hol- 
loway  be  requested  to  exhibit  to  the  joint  boards  his  letter  to 


Florida  State  Board  of  Education,  Minute  Book  Number  Three, 
October  8,  1895  to  April  9,  1909?  also  Board  of  Control  Minutes  of 
April  10,  1909. 
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these  three  gentlemen.       This  he  refused  to  do. 

Bahind  all  this  lay  the  single  fact  that  the  'State  Board  of 

-  « 

Edttcation  did  not  wish  to  reappoint  Dr.  Sledd  for  the  1909-10  term, 
irtiile  the  Board  of  Control  wished  him  to  continue  as  president. 
Hhile  it  is  difficult  to  give  any  definite  reaswa  for  the  attitudit 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  it  can  be  inf wred  that  Stqperln- 
tendcnt  Holloway,  as  already  indicated,  was  strcmgly  opposed  to 
Dr.  Sledd.    Dr.  Sledd  believed  that  he  was  responsible  few  influenc- 
ing the  otiier  members  of  tJie  Board. 

Dr.  £dmrd  Cooradi  vote  in  his  Manoiro  that  the  chief  reason 
Dr.  Sledd»s  reappolnt»«ttt  was  not  approved  by  the  State  Boaard  of 

Educaticai  was  that  he  had  incurred  critician  for  writing  something 

31 

on  the  race  problem.      The  writ«r  has  been  unable,  hcmeveac,  to 
f±nd  any  reference  to  this  elsewhere.    Furthermore,  since  Tir*  Sledd 
•mm  a  Virginian  by  birth,  and  a  son-in-law  of  Bishqp  Warren  A.  Candler 
of  the  Hethodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  Soutii,  it  is  difficult  to  Imagine 
his  being  very  radical  on  qpiestiais  of  soutJiern  customs  and  tradi- 
ti<»is. 

The  Hwre  probable  reason  for  iJr.  Sledd 's  \inpopularity  was  that 
the  University  had  not  grcnm;  in  fact,  its  enrollment  was  less  than 
it  had  been  four  years  before,  in  19C^,  and  undoubtedly  l^is  made  an 

29 

Ibfd.  Also  Mnute  Book  Number  I,  Board  of  U(»trol  of  State 
of  ia.ari^a7"J»ine  28,  190$  to  November  h,  1911,  Minutes  of  April  10, 
1909. 

Florida  Tinea-Onion  (Jacksonville),  April  11,  1909. 
Memoirs  of  i>dward  Gonradi,  pp.  20-21. 
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inpression  on  the  state  officials.    The  flozdda  Female  Cc^ege  had 

grown  and  its  presid^t  was  well  known  and  highly  este^ed  by  the 

aeabers  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  who  as  fellow  citizens  of 

Tallahassee  had  an  t^ortunity  to  know  him  more  intimately  and  to 

obsejrve  his  work  more  closely  than  Dr.  Sledd*s  work.    Tlius,  without 

any  knowledge  of  Dr.  Murphree,  the  idea  slowly  evolved  in  the  minds 

of  the  Board  of  fidueaticHi  that  he  was  the  man  to  develop  a  real 

st«,te  iBiiversity  in  Floridly 

This  marked  the  fLret  tiM^  and  was  for  many  years  the  ooly 

time,  that  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  the  Board  of  Control  - 

disagreed  over  the  question  of  an  appointment.    The  Board  of  Control 

contended  that  Section  19  of  •ttie  Buckman  Act  conferred  upon  it  the 

jurisdiction  of  couplet e  management  and  control  in  the  selecticm  of 

a  presidKit  for  eitiier  school.    It  also  pointed  out  that  on  July  7th, 

1905,  a  resolution  was  adc^ted  by  the  State  Board  of  Education  and 

the  Board  of  Control,  in  joint  session,  to  the  effect  that  the  Stat* 

Board  of  EdxKsatioi  would  not  claim  or  exercise  any  superviai<2i  over 

the  Board  of  Control  in  the  selection  of  a  president  or  teachers  in 

32 

the  institutioos  established  by  the  Buckman  La»« 

The  State  Board  of  Education  had,  howerer,  on  January  30thy 
1909,  repudiated  this  by  another  resolution  in  which  it  claiMd 
authority  to  supervise  and  direct  the  Board  of  Control  in  their 

32 

fclinute  Book  Number  I  of  the  Board  of  Control,  State  of 
Florida,  June  28,  1905  to  Noveatoer  U,  1911,  Minutes  of  April  10. 
1909.  ... 
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selection  of  a  president.       Previously,  Attorney-General  Park 
Xraianell,  irtio  mas  also  an  ex  officio  lOKober  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education,  had  given  an  (pinion  to  the  State  Board  of  Edneation 
that  the  board  had  the  right  to  confirm  or  reject  the  appointment 
of  any  or  all  heads  of  state  institutions  made  by  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol.      The  two  boards  were  thus  deadlocked  on  the  question  of  re- 
election of  Dr.  Andrew  sledd. 

Dr.  Sledd  extricated  the  tvo  boards  frcm  the  airinard  situation 
Into  which  they  had  placed  themselves  by  submitting  his  resignation 
at  a  meeting  of        Board  of  Ckmtrol  oa  April  10th,  1^.    It  readt 

Gainesville,  Fla. 
April  8,  1909. 

The  H<»K>rable  Board  of  Control^ 
Tallahassee,  florida. 

Gentlemen: 

I  respectfully  t«ider  you  herewith  ny  resign*- 
tion  as  President  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
Florida  to  take  effect  at  the  close  of  the  current 
year,  or  at  such  other  time  as  you  may  prefer.  I 
take  this  step  mainly  for  the  following  reascais— 

1.    I  understand  that  the  Board  of  Ccmtrol  is 
entirely  subordinate  to  the  State  Board  of  Education, 
so  that,  while  you  may  (and  do)  desire  to  retain  my 
services  far  the  state,  you  are  not  ffee  to  foUov 
your  own  Judgment  in  the  matter.    I  understand  also, 
that  a  majority  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  un- 
der the  influence  of  State  Superintendent  HoLlowsy 
(whose  hostility  to  me,  and  the  causes  for  it,  and 
manifestations  of  it,  are  well  known  to  ycair  Board), 
is  unwilling  to  ratify  my  election  by  you.    The  con- 
sequences of  your  unqualified  support  of  my  election  . 
under  the  circumstances,  it  is  not  proper  for  me  to 
assume.    I  must,  therefore,  tender  my  resignation. 


Ibid.  -  iilfe^ 

Flarida  Times-Union  (Jacksonville),  April  11,  1909. 


in  order  that  you  may  have  entire  liberty  of  action 
in  the  premises,  and  be  freed  from  any  possible  em- 
barrassment oa  my  account* 

2*    As  I  understand  the  present  situation  it  haa 
a  sinister  poLitical  history  and  significance,  irith 
the  details  of  iriiioh  your  Board  is  more  or  less  famil- 
iar*   If  my  position  is  to  be  regarded  and  dealt  nith 
as  a  political  office,  if  ray  tenure  of  office  is  to 
be  dependent  upon  my  acquiescence  in  the  application 
of  political  methods  to  the  adainistration  of  an  edu- 
cational enterprise,  my  past  record  and  present  atti- 
tude necessitate  my  resignation* 

3.    So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  only  criticism 
made  against  me  is  that  the  instituticn  does  not  have 
as  many  students  as  the  critics  think  it  ought  to 
have*    I  must  absolutely  repudiate  the  number  stand- 
ard as  the  proper  test  of  the  efficiency  and  success 
of  an  iriStitution  of  learning*    The  lust  for  nuatoers 
has  done,  and  is  doing,  in  our  State  as  in  other 
States,  serious  harm  to  the  cause  of  sound  learning* 
This  institution  was  established  to  provide  a  reason- 
ably high  collegiate  education  for  the  yo\mg  men  of 
this  State*    I  think  I  may  venture  to  say,  with  proper 
modesty,  that  it  is  accon5)lishing  this  result,  I  aaqr 
add,  also,  that  it  has  more  college  students  than  aagf 
other  institution  in  Florida*    If  It  is  demanded  that 
numbers  must  be  secured  without  reference  to  their 
fitness  for  the  work,  or  to  the  methods  adopted  for 
securing  then,  I  am  certainly  not  the  man  for  the 
{dace;  and  am  unwilling  to  hold  the  position  I  mm 
bold  under  any  such  coiuiitions* 

I  am  only  a  school  man*  I  must  conduct  an  echi- 
cational  enteiprise  along  liiies  of  sound  educational 
policy  as  I  understand  it*  I  cannot  do  more;  I  will 
not  do  less* 

Finally,  in  presenting  this  resignation,  I  de- 
sire to  express  to  the  Board  of  Contrc^  my  sincere 
appreciation  of  your  kindness  and  courtesy  tcwcrd  me^ 
and  of  your  cordial  support  in  the  midst  of  many  and 
umsual  difficulties*    I  desire,  also,  to  make  one 
final  request;  namely,  that  you  give  to  the  public 
the  full  details  of  this  whole  transaction*  7ou 
gaitlfflnen  have  known  me  and  ray  work  intimately  for 
four  years*    You  know  the  whole  course  of  my  adminis- 
tratl<»,  and  the  vftiole  series  of  evttits  culminating 
in  the  present  situation.    In  sinqjle  justice  to  ray*- 
self  and  my  record,  as  well  as  in  the  larger  interests 
of  the  state  of  Horida,  I  feel  toat  you  should  pre- 
sent ^Ll  toe  facts  to  the  public,  wtiich  is  entitled  to 
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knoir  eacactly  hoir  ire  have  administered  our  public 
trusts  •    Such  action  on  your  part  would  be  a  crovo- 
ing  service  to  the  cause  alike  of  political  decency 
and  sound  educational  policy  in  the  State;  and  I 
urg«  up<xii  you,  as  nsy  final  reconmendation,  that  yoa 
Mdca  all  the  facts  knoim  to  all  the  peqple. 

Respectfully,  .  ; 

,  ABdrm  Slcdd^ 

P**aident35  ... 

The  Board  of  Control  accepted  Dr.  SLedd's  resignation  as 
president  of  the  University  of  toe  State  of  Florida  and  appointed 
Dr.  A.  A.  Muzphree  to  the  position.    At  the  same  time  the  board 
passed  a  resolutian  i«hich  read,  in  part)  >«  *x 

•  .  •  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  ttie  Board  of 
Control  that  Section  19  of  Chapter  $381+  confer* 
upon  it  jurisdictioi  over,  and  complete  raanageiaent 
and  control  in  the  selection  of  a  President  of  tha 
University,  and  that  the  policy  of  allowing  th« 
Board  of  Control  to  be  flree  in  tJie  exercise  of  that 
dlsoretion  heretofore  allowed,  and  now,  for  the 
first  time  denied,  presents  a  matter  that  can  ofily 
pr(^erly  be  determined  by  the  Legislature. 

•  .  .  That  the  resignati<xi  of  Dr.  Sledd,  and  tha 
appointmaut  of  Ur«  liuz^diree  have  for  the  time  being, 
obviated  the  necessity  of  considering  the  respective 
powers  and  duties  of  the  two  Boards,  yet,  there  should 
be,  in  our  opinicm,  a  statute  enacted  defining  the 
rMpectlve  powers  and  duties  of  the  two  Boards,  so 
clear  in  its  terms  that  there  can  never  again  be  any 
question  of  the  meaning  of  the  Legislature. 

We,  as  meabers  of  the  Board  of  Control,  have  sub- 
■itted  to  the  present  situaticm  against  our  personal 
inclinations  to  refuse  to  submit  to  nAiat  appesrs  to 
tts  to  be  a  practical  dictation  by  a  majority  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  a  reflection  upon  our  manage- 
ment of  the  University,  solely  in  the  interest  of  the 
University  and  College,  and  because  we  feel  that  if 
we  can  render  a  service  to  the  State  in  the  important 


Uinute  Book  Number  I  of  the  BoaiHl  of  ^trol.  State  of 
Florida,  June  28,  1905  to  Nov«nber  k»  1911,  iilimites  of  April  10. 
1909. 


217 


matter  of  education,  we  ought  to  lay  aside  all  p«r* 
sonal  considerationa.  •  . 

Dr.  Muri^ee  was  tiie  unanimous  choioe  of  the  tivo  boards  for 

the  presid^noT-  of  the  University  of  ttie  State  of  Florida.    He  had 

not  sought  the  position}  but  on  the  contrary,  he  vas  reluctant  to 

acc^t  it*    He  had  been  a  resident  of  Tallahassee  for  fourte«i 

years  and  had  made  many  close  friends  on  the  faculty  and  among  the 

citisens  of  that  city.    He  had  married  a  Tallahassee  girl  and  they 

37 

vere  living  in  the  home  in  nhich  she  was  bom,  reared  and  married. 
The  ayppointraent  would  effect  the  severing  of  many  ties  that  bovind 
him  to  the  Florida  Female  College  and  to  Tallahassee.  However, 
with  the  promise  of  both  boards  tdiat  they  wcadd  stand  by  him  in 
the  task  ahead,  he  agreed  to  accept  the  positicn. 

To  succeed  Dr.  Uuzphree  at  the  I'lorMa  Feoale  College,  th« 
Board  of  Contarol  chose  Dr.  Ediwrd  Conradi.   Dr.  Conradi,  a  native  of 
CMo,  had  come  to  KLorlda  in  190$  to  become  principal  of  tlM  St. 
Petersburg  schools.       This  was  just  a  few  months  after  the  state, 
\mder  the  provisions  of  the  Buckman  Act,  had  wlthdraiaa  aid  trm  the 
St.  Petersburg  normal  and  Industrial  School*    Dr.  Conradi  held  a  Ph. 
D.  degree  from  dark  University,  and  during  hlo  fcMt  years  in  Flori- 
da had  come  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  outstanding  school  men  of 
the  state* 

Dr.  lfuri*roe,  recognizing  the  ability  of  the  South  Florida  ia*ln- 


36 

37 
38 


Armstrong,  The  Life  and  Work  ©£  ^»  M!1S^£2S>  P»  ^« 

Conradi,  o£.  cit.,  pp.  7-8. 
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cipal,  had  recoasaend«d  him  to  the  position  of  Dean  of  the  School 
for  Teachers  at  the  florida  Fetaale  College.    This  appointment  was 
to  be  acted  upon  at  the  April  10th  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Control. 
At  this  meeting,  however.  Dr.  sa.edd  presented  his  resignation  and 
Dr.  Muiphree  nas  appointed  president  of  the  Universitgr.    To  fill 
the  vacancy  thus  created,  the  folloiring  day  the  Board  of  Control 
%ipointed  Dr.  Cimradi  to  the  presidency  of  the  KLorida  Female  Col- 

35 

instead  of  to  the  positi<xi  of  Dean  of  its  School  for  Teachers. 

Dr.  Sledd's  resignation  as  president  of  the  University  of  th« 

State  of  Florida  took  eif«ot  at  tlie  close  of  the  lMr09  sessiosi. 

He  made  his  last  ^>pea3ranee  as  president  of  the  li»titutit»n  at  the 

graduating  exercises  on  Tuesday,  May  25th,  1909.    At  that  tia* 

Vice  President  Farr  arose  and  at  the  close  of  « 
graceful  tribate  to  Dr.  Sledd  announced  that  tlie  Uni- 
versity had  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of 
D.  D.    This  was  the  first  honorary  d^ree  conferred 
in  the  history  of  the  institution  and  this  nas  ccua- 
f erred  although  both  the  Board  of  Control  and  the  . : 

faculty  are  on  record  as  being  apposed  to  granting 
honorary  degrees  except  in  the  most  rare  and  excep- 
tional circumstances.    Dr.  Sledd,  although  8;irprised, 
made  a  very  fitting  response.**^ 

Dr.  Sledd  became  the  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Qiureh  la 
Jacksonville  where  he  rataixuad  for  one  year*   In  this  saaaier  of  1910 
he  was  elected  president  of  Southern  University,  dv&uhoro.  Alar* 

la 

bama.       Some  time  later  Dr.  Sledd  became  professor  of  New  Testament 
Ibid.,  pp.  20-21. 

Florida  Times-Union  (Jacksonville),  May  29,  1909. 
Ibid.,  June  9,  1910. 
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Greek  and  the  librarian  of  the  Theological  School  of  BBory  UniTwr- 
sity.      The  UciTersity  of  flarida  has  honored^  In  raoent  ytsn, 
its  first  president  by  naming  one  of  its  dormitories  Sledd  Hall, 
«Dd  by  hanging  a  portrait  of  Lr.  Sledd  in  the  University  Auditorium 
along  with  other  presidents  of  the  institution* 

Although  Dr.  Slodd's  resignation  eased  the  t^ision  betweefn  the 
State  Board  of  Education  and  the  Board  of  Control,  the  causes  of 
their  disagreement  remained*    There  were  also  many  vrlio  still  were 
loyal  to  Dr.  Sledd  t*io  felt  that  he  had  been  treated  unfairly- 
This  was  reflected  in  the  Legislature  of  1909  when  L,  E.  Rdbertscn, 
representative  from  Suwannee  County,  introduced  a  resolution  in  ^ 
the  iiouM  of  Representatives  to  b«ve  Cr*  Sladd  address  the  Houm 
en  edteatiwuLl  matters*   Friends  of  Dr*  Mui-phrea,  Dr*  Conradi,  and 
State  Sxq)erintendent  Ilolloway  imiiediately  had  the  resolution 
broadened  to  include  these  aen*    The  House  of  Representatives, 
however,  vary  wisely  decided  against  inviting  the  group  because 
■toe  legislature  was  not  the  proper  place  to  air  the  differajoes*"^ 

Takiag  note  that  the  Board  of  Control  had  rtated  in 
solution  of  April  10th,  that  v 

*  .  •  if  the  Legislature  of  Florida  would  hacve  a 
.     University  free  fpon  control  in  matters  of  detail  by 
the  Board  of  Eduoation,  the  MBbers  of  iMtleh  are  not, 
and  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  thincs,  beeanse  of  their 
duties,  be  famlOiar  with  the  work  and  the  teachsr* 
eoQiloyed,  T^ch  we  believe  wm  the  intention  of  said 
Chapter  $3Qhs  thm  it  is  inowbaBt  vftoxk  it  to  so 


Armstrong,  o£.  cit»,  p*  it3. 
^  ^<^^  Times--Uniqa  (Jacksonville),  April  15,  1^* 
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Chapter  538U  as  that  the  Board  of  COTitrol  shall  be 
supreme  in  the  selection  of  Presidents  and  teachers, 
and  in  the  detailed  managetnent  of  the  institutiona 
of  higher  education  established  and  supported  by  the 
State*^ 

Oovemar  Albert  W,  Gilchidst,  in  a  special  coranunication  to  the 
legislature  on  April  l?th,  stated  that  he  opposed  aoy  change  in 
the  law  relating  to  the  Board  of  Control  and  the  State  Board  of 
Education.^^ 

Governor  Gilchrist  pointed  out  in  his  coomunleation  that  the 
trustees  of  the  various  school  districts  in  Florida  are  subject  to 
the  supervisory  control  of  the  county  school  boardsj  that  the  acts 
of  the  Legislature  are  »ibject  to  the  approval  or  veto  of  the  gover- 
iwri  that  there  is  no  religious  organiaation  in  the  world  in  iriiich 
the  action  of  those  in  iomediate  charge  are  not  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval or  rejection  of  the  conference,  presbytery  or  some  convention 
of  that  religious  organization}  and  that  in  every  well  c<»ducted 
business  organisation  those  in  insediate  charge  are  subject  to  the 
board  of  directors.     He  ended  his  strongly  worded  statement  by 
sayingi 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  ar^  reason  to  presume 
that  the  personnel  of  the  board  of  control  in  some 
future  ages  might  not  be  of  such  nature  as  to  require 
supervisory  control  by  some  higher  power.  .  .  ,  Abether 
the  board  of  control  should  be  the  only  organization 
in  the  world  i4iich  should  be  exempt  from  supervisory 

•        jjj  —  - 
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pcnrers,  except  perhaps,  the  King  of  Tixabuctoo,  who  ia 
not  an  organlBaticm,  is  a  matter  for  your  earnest  con- 
sideratiaai#**" 

This  appeal  vas  successful,  for  neither  that  legislatire  body 
nor  my  saoceeding  one  has  aoended  the  Buckman  Act  in  this  respect* 
Althoa^  the  State  Board  of  EdaeatLon  retains  this  right  to  reject 
appointanents  of  the  Board  of  Control,  the  occasions  in  whidi  it 
has  excised  this  right  have  been  exceedingly  rare  and  the  Sledd 
incident  is  one  of  the  few  times  there  has  been  serious  dlsagr—  ■ 
ment  between  the  two  boards  in  their  Icaig  history  of  forty-thr««  ' 
years  of  Joint  control  of  the  state  educational  institutions. 

The  University  of  the  State  of  Florida  and  the  KLorida  Feoale 
College  received  new  presidents  in  the  suiii!»r  of  1909,  and  also 
new  naaM*    1!he  Board  of  C<mtrol,  in  its  biennial  report  on  Jaim- ' 
ary  1st,  1909,  recoranended  that  the  name  of  the  "University  o£  the 
State  of  laorida**  be  changed  to  the  "University  of  Florida"  bt^ 
cause 

All  the  State  Universities  of  the  country  have 
this  unifoiroity  of  name.    It  is  presumed  that  tha 
purpose  of  giving  the  University  its  present  nao* 
was  that  the  instituticxi  knoen  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  Chapter         had  the  corporate  name  "Uni- 
versity of  Florida,"  and  inasnuch  as  that  institu- 
tion was  being  abolished,  it  was  thought  best  to 
call  the  new  institution  "University  of  the  State 
of  Florida,"  so  that  there  would  be  no  question  that 
the  old  institution  had  been  abolished.    Tliat  pax^ 

pose  has  been  subserved,  and  we  therefore  recommend   

that  the  name  be  changed  to  correspond  with  the  uni* 


1(6 

^  Ibid. 
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Tersal  custom  among  the  State  universities  of  the 
cov«try»** 

At  the  same  time  the7  recoinmended  a  change  in  the  name  of  the 
Florida  Feaale  CoUege  to  "iilorida  State  College  for  1Mmb»«  stat- 
ingt 

There  is  no  special  reason  for  this  recommen- 
dation except  that  the  best  English  usage  is  opposed 
to  the  present  title;  and,  besides,  the  preset  name 
eeaou  to  be  ob;)ecti<»iAhle  to  a  great  many  fjriends  of 
this  Institution. J*® 

It  mas  suggested  U.so  that  the  name  of  the  Florida  Normal  and  In- 
dustrial School  for  Negroes  be  changed  to  the  "Florida  Agricultural 
end  Mechanical  College  for  Negroes"  because 

•  •  •  the  present  name  of  the  institution  is 
misleading*    It  has  a  normal  department,  but  the 
pwpose  for  which  it  was  created,  as  is  well  knoen, 
was  to  comply  with  the  Act  of  Congress  of  July  2,  -• 
1662,  which  establi^ed  tiie  Agzricultural  College. 
The  name  suggested,  in  our  Judg?nent,  would  more  ac-. 
curately  describe  tiie  character  of  the  institution.'*^ 

Acting  upon  these  suggestions  of  the  Board  of  Control,  bills 

were  prepared  and  introduced  into  the  Senate  changing  the  names  of 

each  of  these  schools.   All  three  bills  were  passed  by  the  Senate 

en  May  loth  without  a  dissenting  vote.       They  came  to  a  final 

vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  May  19th  and  20tb  and  were 

51 

passed  unanimously  by  the  lower  house,     becoming  laws  upwi  Governor 

Hepwt  of  the  Board  of  Control  for  the  Period  Beginning  Jam« 
•ry  1.  iy07  and  toding'^Smary  1,  1909,  p.  HT 

^  Ibid.  ■ 
Ibid.,  pp.  11-12. 
^  Florida  Senate  Journal,  1909,  pp.  1279-1282. 

^orida  House  Journal,  1909,  pp.  136$  and  1389-1390. 
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Albert  W,  Gilchrist's  approval  on  May  22nd,  1909' 

The  period  trcm  1905  to  1909  was  marked  by  an  almost  success* 

ful  att«i?>t  to  get  a  regiilar  levy  of  one  mill  oa  the  dollar  agaix^ 

all  taxable  property  of  the  state  for  the  benefit  of  state  educa-> 

tioEoal  institutions.    Governor  Napoleon  6.  Broaard  was  a  strong 

prop<»ient  of  this  tax.    In  his  first  message  to  the  Legislature 

OD  April  Uth,  1905f  in  referring  to  the  state  educaticoal  instl- 

tuti(8is,  he  saldt 

•  .  •  that  the  funds  out  of  which  they  i^all  ba 
aaKJorted,  be  raised  by  a  specific  levy  for  that  pur- 
pose, after  a  careful  estimate  of  their  respective 
f-       needs,  and  that  th^  be  no  longer  dependent  Mpm  tba 
general  revenue  fund  for  their  support»53 

The  Board  of  Control,  in  its  biennial  r^ort  of  January  1st, 

1907,  conmented  <m  the  idea  of  a  regular  levy  for  higher  educatioa 

in  the  state  thus:  ?  • 


The  State  now  levies  c^e  mill  for  public  trm 
schools*    The  counties  of  the  State  are  au^orized  to 
levy  seven  mills  additional,  making  in  all  a  mariimjy 
levy  authoriaed  by  the  Constitution  of  eight  mill»» 
It  seems  to  us  that  it  would  be  wise  to  follow  th» 
same  policy  In  providing  for  institutions  of  higher 
education  supported  by  the  State,  and  that  there  should 
be  a  G<»istituti<Kial  amendment  providing  that  a  one-mill 
tax  be  levied  annually  for  this  purpose*^ 

QovanKT  Broward,  again  xn  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of 
1907,  «aid  in  that  sectitxi  touching  on  higher  education 


^  Laire  of  Ilorida,  1909,  Ch«q?.  $92h,  5925,  5926,  p.  69. 
53 

Florida  Senate  Journal,  1905,  Ai^endix,  Governor » s  Message, 

p.  22.  "; 

^  j^gpo^  ££  the  Board  of  Control  for  the  Period  Beginning 
June  ^  1905  and  En5Ini~?i5ruary  1,  l9^'fTp*~T7» 
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.  ,  stron&Ly  recOTimend  to  your  consideiratioo 

wladkn  of  providing,  by  constituticaul  amendment^ 
if  necessary,  a  fixed  limit  of  rainimm  aiid  marlmnm 
tax  levy  to  be  saade  by  the  properly  designated  State 
authorities  after  a  careful  investigation  and  exarain-     ^  .  . 
atioQ  of  their  needs,  for  the  suppcnrt  of  the  higher 
institutions  of  learning  in  this  State*  •  •  •  At 
least,  if  this  is  not  done,  let  the  funds  #iich  the 
Legislature  intends  to  be  devoted  to  the  uses  of 
these  institutions  be  raised  by  a  direct  levy  of 
taxes  and  not  by  appropriation  from  the  General ^e-  •, 
venue  Fund,  as  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past*^^ 

Following  this  recommendation.  Senator  H»  H,  Buckman  of  Duval 
Couotgr  (vbo  as  a  mesiber  of  the  House  of  Repres^tatives  in  190^ 
had  sponsored  the  fasious  Bucknan  Act)  introduced  Senate  Joint  Re- 
solution No.  325  T*iich  proposed  an  amendment  to  Article  12  of  the 

56 

State  ConstH^ticn  of  Florida.      The  amendment  to  be  knonm  as 
Section  16  of  the  Article  provided  that 

"  ~"  A  special  tax  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  of  all 
taxable  property  in  the  State  sheiLl  be  levied  annual]!^ 
for  the  support  and  maintenaiwe  of  the  University  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  the  Florida  Female  College,  the 
Institute  for  toe  Klind,  Deaf  and  Dunb,  and  the  Colored 
Normal  School." 

This  aiaaidraent  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  to  six 
on  May  l6tJi,  1907.^   The  House  of  Representatives  passed  it  by  a 
majority  of  fca^ty-bwo  to  tMrteen  on  May  29th.      Host  of  the  press 
of  the  state  supported  the  amendment.    It  rtajs  pointed  out  that  irith 

55 

Florida  Senate  Journal,  1907,  Appendix,  Message  of  the 
Governor,  p.  3^. 
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^  Ibid.,  1907,  P«  77U»  ' 

Ibid.,  p,  1192.  .    '  ■  ^ 

^  Ibid.,  pp.  1192-1193. 

Florida  House  Journal,  1907,  Rp.  I687-I688. 
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an  usored  Inocne,  saeh  as  the  propoMd  tax  would  pronrLde,  thtt 

state  schools  voald  not  have  to  be  put  in  the  undignified  positioa 

of  lobbyists  at  each  session  of  the  legislature.    It  was  also 

shown  that  the  levy  would  Insure  long  range  planning,  instead  of 

the  institutions  having  to  wait  to  make  their  plans  until  tb« 

legislature  had  made  l^e  appropriations  every  two  years* 

In  spite  of  the  excdlent  publicity  from  the  press  and  the 

bard  work  of  the  friends  of  the  8t4te  iQS-tltutl<»s,  the  voters  of 

the  state  rejected  the  proposed  amo^ent  in  the  election  of  Noveo»> 

ber,  1908,  by  a  slim  margin  of  7*UltU  votes  against  a^d  6,917  votes 

60 

in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Even  though  the  proposed  amendramt  for  a  speelsl  levy  for 
state  institutions  was  defeated  in  1906,  the  friends  of  Florida 
higher  educatiw  were  still  hopeful  that  such  a  constitutloiial  pro- 
vision could  be  secured  at  seme  future  date*    There  was  not  a  single 
biennial  repoact  of  the  Board  of  Control  from  that  date  until  19X8 
that  did  iK>t  urge  mch  an  amendzaent  to  the  state  constitution* 

The  year  1909  marked  the  beginning  of  modem  state  institu- 
tiois  of  higher  leaxmng  in  Florixla*   By  this  tiae  the  period  of 
eacperimoitation  with  consolidated  hi^er  education  had  ended*  The 
operation  of  the  three  state  schools  during  the  previous  four  years 
had  shom  that  t^ey  could  be  maintained  more  cheaply  and  more  ef* 
ficiently  under  the  new  plan*    There  was  no  longer  rivalry  and 
coB5)etition,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  furor  resulting  in  Dr« 


Citlzen"heporter  (Lake  City),  November  2?,  1908* 
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SXedd*8  resignatioQ,  there  had  been  absolutely  no  JCtdetian* 

The  cities  and  various  sections  of  Florida  .that  had  lost  the 
abolished  institutions  uith  the  passage  of  the  Buckman  Act  had  be- 
come recwiciled  to  their  loss  and  were  now  giving  support  towaird 
Baking  the  present  institutitwis  successful.    The  entire  state  had 
begun  to  take  pride  in  its  three  institutions  of  higher  learning, 
and  desired  to  see  them  develq?  into  outstanding  schools.    At  the 
begiiming  of  this  modem  period  all  three  schools  were  fortunate 
in  having  capable  presidents  nho  had  the  confidence  of  officials 
«3d  citizens  alike  throughout  the  state. 

Or.  Albert  A.  MurplTree  entered  upon  his  duties  as  president 

61 

of  the  University  of  KLorida  during  the  sunmer  of  1909.      He  was 
recognised  not  <»ily  as  a  popular  and  able  man,  but  cbm  with  great 
executive  ability.    He,  al<ag  with  the  other  presidents  of  stata 
institutions,  had  the  absolute  support  of  both  the  State  Board  of 
Education  arxi  the  Board  of  Control.    In  fact,  at  the  time  of  TJr» 
Murphree's  sfjpointjnent  as  president  of  the  University  he  was  re- 
garded as  the  one  nan  in  the  state  who  had  the  leadership  to  develop 
the  state  univ^sity  into  a  first  class  institutico.    His  admini*- 

tration  was  to  last  for  more  than  eighteen  years,  and  he  was  to  see 

62 

the  university  grow  f^om  103  students  to  more  than  2,000. 

I3r*  Edward  Cooradi,  who  took  Dr.  Murphree*s  place  as  president 

^  Armstrong,  op.  cit»,  p.  U5* 

62  ~~" 

University  Recwd,  Vol.  IV,  No.  2,  May,  1909>  p.  10U>  and 

Vol.  mil,  ^o.  1,  April,  1928,  p.  2$$. 
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of  the  Florida  State  College  for  Women,  was  a  wise  choice  far  this 
position.    His  thorough  tralniiig»  his  quist,  uziassuming  and  effi- 
cient manner  soon  won  for  him  the  respect  and  admiration  not  only 
of  the  state  authorities,  but  the  people  of  tlie  state  generally*  It 
was  felt  that  he  was  sxactly  the  type  of  person  to  head  an  institu- 
tion of  this  kind,  and  the  faith  of  the  people  of  florida  in  him  did 
not  diminish  throu^  the  years.    Hie  long  administration  of  thirty- 
two  years  saw  a  steady  aDd  healthy  growth  of  the  college  throu^  his 
wise  counsel  and  steadying  influence* 

Mathan  B.  loung,  president  of  the  ]l*lorida  Agricultural  and 

Ifeehanioal  College  for  Hegroes,  had  Mnwed  the  position  in  19CQ., 

63 

succeeding  T*  deS*  Tucker,  the  school's  first  president*       Hie  ad- 
ministraticm  lasted  almost  a  cpiarter  of  a  a«atury  and  saw  a  huga 
growth  and  develoiMent  in  the  Negro  college* 

The  l<xig  administrations  of  tJiese  three  well  qualified  men  at 
the  state's  institutions  of  hi^er  learning  played  no  small  part 
in  the  tremendous  derelopraent  of  each  institution.    It  must  also  be 
remembered  in  this  connection  that  the  state  was  also  groaing  rapidly 
in  population  and  wealUi  after  1909*    This  made  it  possible  fca*  the 
Florida  educational  institutions  to  develop  iiranensely  uiKier  the 
proper  leadership* 

A  college  of  lam  was  opened  at  the  University  of  Florida  in 
September,  1909,  with  thx^e  professors  and  twenty-nine  students.  Its 

63 

Biennial  iieport  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
for  the  Two  Years  &iding"7une  30,  1902,  p*  20d.  ~ 
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curriculum  at  that  time  covered  a  period  of  two  years  and  only  two 

years  of  high  school  was  required  for  entrance  to  this  college* 

In  1910  Dr.  Murphree  laade  a  radical  change  in  the  organization 

of  the  University  of  riarida.    In  toe  reorganization  the  names  of 

the  various  colleges  and  schools  were  changed  to  confom  to  the  re* 

cocaaendations  of  the  National  Association  of  State  Universities*  •  v.. 

Under  the  nar  organisation  the  uzdversity  was  divided  into  the  f  ol" 

lowing  colleges  and  schools  t    ISie  CJraduate  Sehool|  the  College  of 

Arts  and  Sciencesj  the  College  of  Agriculturej  the  College  of 

Engineeringj  the  College  of  Lasrj  a  sub-coUegiate  division  offering 

courses  to  teachers,  the  graduates  of  j\inior  high  schools,  and  short 

courses  in  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts;  the  i/ivision  of  Univear- 

•ity  intension,  embracing  farmers'  institutes,  correspondence 

courses  in  agriculture  and  a  lecture  bureau. 

Fl<»rida  State  College  for  Wonen  in  1910  was  divided  into 

the  Qraduate  School,  the  C<^ege  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Nonaal 

School,  the  School  of  Art,  the  School  of  Expression,  and  the  School 
66 

of  Uusio*  V 

The  Florida  Agricultural  and  Madianical  College  continued  its 
division  into  three  main  departments  t    the  Acadenic  Department,  the 
Agricultural  Department  and  the  Meclianical  Department*    The  Academio 

6L 

si.  ^®  ^oard  of  Control  for  the  Period  Beginning  Jaau^ 
ary  1st,  l905'~^and  Ending  Decgnber  31st,"iPlQ,  p»  j?. 

University  Kecord,  Vol.  V,  No.  2,  May,  1910,  p.  I46. 

66   

Florida  State  College  for  Women  Catalogue.  1910-1911,  p.  2$, 
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D^irtment  offered  three  courses  t    an  B^igLlab  Normal  Course,  a 

Scientific  Course,  and  a  Course  in  Vocal  and  Instznunental  Jfasio*.. 

The  Agricultural  and  the  Ifec^anical  Departments  gave  courses  in 

67 

their  respective  fields, 

Al<»ag  with  the  growth  and  recnrganization  of  tiie  state  insti- 
tuticms  of  higher  learning  came  a  raising  of  the  entrance  require- 
neats*   The  Buckman  Aot^  vtdle  Mttiug  the  coofiletioia  of  the  twelfth 
grade  for  admlsslc»i  to  the  UniveMlty  and  the  tenth  grade  far  admis- 
sion to  the  Woman's  College,  had  very  wisely  left  the  enforcement 

68 

of  this  provision  to  the  Board  of  Cwitrol.       Due  to  the  fact  that 

there  iiere  so  many  counties  without  four  year  hij^  schools,  the 

Board  of  Control  fixed  the  oonipletion  of  the  eleventh  grade  as  the 

requirement  for  entrance  into  the  fjreetonan  class  at  both  white  in- 

sti  tut  ions.    It  also  set  up  a  sob^f^reshman  class  of  one  year  in  each 

69 

school  wiiich  covered  the  work  of  the  eleventh  grada* 

In  1913  boto  t  he  University  of  Florida  and  ti»  Florida  State 

CcJJL^e  for  Wcrasn  raised  the  requirments  for  admission  to  t  he  ft* esh- 

jnan  class  in  their  re^)ective  institutions  to  a  fall  four  year  high 
70 

SiAool  course.  ..-•-^ 

67 

Florida  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  Catalogue,  1910, 

p.  19. 

68 

Laws  of  Florida,  1905,  Chap.  538U,  Sec.  22  and  23,  pp.  53- 

§h  ^ 

69 

^^POf^  of  the  Board  of  Control  for  the  Period  Beginning  June 
1»  ^9Q^  ai^d  l!jiding""gahuary  1,  1907»  p.  157 
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Iteport  of  the  Board  of  Control  for  the  i'eriod  Beginning  Janu- 

1,  iOT^dinHS£"Tgc5nB^  31,  i^i'gri^2risaiflb.  — 
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With  the  raising  of  the  etaixiards  fcr  admissioo,  xoforoveamA 
of  faculty,  and  steady  groirth,  came  recognition  of  the  schools 
standard  accreditinc  agencies.    The  University  of  Florida  was  ad- 


mitted to  the  Southern  A8sooiatic»i  of  Colleged  auid  Secondary  Schools 

L923 
72 


71 

in  1913.       FiiTther  honor  came  to  the  University  in  1921  *^cn  it  «u 


approved  by  the  inericaa  Association  of  Universities. 

In  191$,  ten  yvara  after  the  founding  of  Florida  State  Collega 
for  Women,  it  became  the  first  state  college  for  wonen  to  be  ad- 


mitted to  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondaxy 

3  a 
7h 


73 

Schools.      In  192h,  it  was  listed  as  a  standard  college  by  th« 


American  Association  of  Universities. 

Beginnii^  with  the  establishment  of  the  University  «ad  the 
ltHHt*8  College  in  190$  there  was  always  a  small  minority  of  the 
citizens  voicing  disapproval  of  the  segregation  of  the  seocm  in 
Florida's  white  institutions  of  hi^er  learning.    Leas  than  one  year 
after  the  passage  of  the  Buckman  Act,  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  C<x»- 
trol  favored  caubining  the  normal  departments  of  both  schools  in 
Gainesville.    This  would  have  meant  Uiat  the  University  would  have 
become  partially  coeducational.    The  proposal  was  defeated  at  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  two  boards,  when  the  State  Board  of  EducatioQi 

71 

ft:oceedings  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Associ* 
ation  of  Golleges  a^!~5econdary  Schools  of  th'e'BSutoem  "S^tes, 
Nov«*er  b  and  7,  1513,  p«  31.  ~— — 
72 

R^HMTt  of  the  Board  of  Control  for  the  Biennium  Ending  June 

30,  1922,  p.  661  '      ""^  "'   

"73" 

Gonradi,  o^,  olt.,  p.  lilt. 
Ibid. 
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75 

voted  solidly  against  it« 

Aoong  the  many  bills  favoring  cowiucation  introduced  at  var- 
ious sessions  of  the  Legislature  was  one  introduced  by  Senator 

Ifilliam  ii,  Floumoy  of  Walton  County  in  1909  which  provided  that 

76 

all  the  state  institutiona  of  learning  should  be  coeducatiaial. 
Others  wwe  introduced  from  ttae  to  tim,  but  received  littl» 
sapporttt 

The  matter  of  making  the  Normal  College  at  the  University  of 

Florida  coeducational  was  again  discussed  by  the  Board  of  G<mtrol 

in  March,  1917.    When  the  qaestion  was  taken  up  the  next  monto  at 

a  joint  meeting  with  the  State  Board  of  Education,  however,  only 

P»  K.  Yonge  and  F«  E.  Jennings  voted  in  favor  of  the  proposal. 

ill  members  of  the  State  Board  of  £ducati<»i  and  three  members  of 

77 

the  Board  of  Gcml^ol  cast  their  votes  against  it. 

It  was  not  until  1925,  twenty  years  after  the  founding  of  the 
two  schools,  that  perscos  of  the  (^osite  sex  weire  allowed  to  re- 
gister at  either  institution  for  the  regular  session.    In  that  year 
a  law  was  enacted  whixsh  read: 

...  wooen  lAio  are  at  least  twenty-one  years  of 
age  and  who  have  received  credit  from  a  reputable 
educational  institution  in  at  least  sixty  s^ester 
hours  of  acadonic  college  work  shall  be  eligible  to 

75 

Florida  State  Board  of  Educaticm,  Minute  Book  Number  Three, 
October  8,  1895  to  April  9,  1909;  also  Board  of  Control  Minutes  of 
April  3,  1906. 

Florida  Senate  Jouitial«  1905,  pp.  Ili29-lii30. 
77  — — — 

Florida  State  Boaixi  of  Education,  Minute  Book  Number  Four, 
July  21*,  1905  to  April  23,  1918,  Minutes  of  April  9,  1917. 
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enroU  as  students  in  the  University  of  Florida  in 
»uch  subjects  and  courses  as  they  are  unable  to  ob- 
tain in  any  other  institution  under  Hie  supervision  " 
of  the  Board  of  Control.  .  .  .7° 

Three  years  later  there  were  fifteen  women  students  in  the  Univer- 
sity. 

The  Educational  Survey  Commission  of  192?  roooomffinded  that 

woraen  be  allowed  "to  enter  any  division  of  the  tJoiversity  as  a 

Junior,  senior,  or  graduate  student,  regardless  of  age  or  academic 

80 

or  professlwial  interest."       Legislative  actitm  was  never  takwa 

<xi  this  proposal  and  segregation  of  the  sexes  continued  to  be  the 

pattern  for  higher  education  In  KLorida. 

The  enrollraent  of  the  University  dropped  steadily  during  the 

progress  of  ftorld  VSar  II.    By  the  end  of  the  19hy-hh  term  the 

81 

civilian  enrollment  stood  at  691.      At  the  sane  tiae  the  aarollment 

of  the  Iflorida  State  College  for  Wraaen  had  risen  to  ai  all  time  hi^ 

82 

of  2,085  for  the  regular  session  of  19U3-l*U«       The  friends  of  the 
university  and  of  coeducation  felt  that  this  was  the  opportune  mo- 
ment to  introduce  coeducation  to  the  campus  of  the  University  of 
Florida,  first  as  an  emergency  measure  and  later  perhaps  peroaaently. 
The  Board  of  Education  mimtes  of  August  29th,  19hUt  reads 

^®  Laro  of  Florida.  1925,  Chap.  10288,  Sec.  1,  pp.  $2hr$2S. 

Official  Repcarb  of  the  Educational  Survey  Ccmmission,  State 
of  Florida,  April  2,  19257  pTTiSST^ 

^  Ibid.,  p.  U31. 
81 "~" 

Infommtion  given  to  writer  by  Richard  H.  Whitehead,  Assist- 
ant Registrar  of  University  of  Flcnrida,  on  August  3>  19U8. 

^  Florida  State  College  for  Viiomen  Catalogue.  IShk,  p.  190. 
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k  delegation  headed  by  Mr*  Joe  Jenkins,  Represoi- 
tative  from  Alachua  County,  eppeared  before  the  Board 
to  request  that  the  College  of  Education  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Florida  be  opened  to  women  as  nell  as  men  during 
the  present  murgvacy  period. 

Ur.  J«addas  discussed  the  overcrowded  condition 
at  the  Florida  State  College  for  Wc»aen  and  the  reduced 
cnrollinent  at  the  University  of  Florida  and  called  at- 
tenticm  to  the  fact  that  Secti(m  23  of  the  Btxckman  Act 
provides  for  the  entrance  of  women  to  the  College  of 
Education  at  the  University  of  Florida. 

A  letter  from  Representative  Bourke  Floyd  (F^rank- 
lin  Goanty)  covering  the  same  matter  and  urging  early 
favorable  coaasideration  of  the  request  nas  also  sxib- 
oitted  to  the  Board. 

Following  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  situation, 
Br.  Gray  moved,  and  Mr.  Watson  seconded  the  motioo  that 
the  Board  of  Education  advise  the  Board  of  Ccwitrol  that 
we  have  been  approached  by  a  conmittee  speaking  for  the 
city  of  Gainesville,  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Coninerce, 
and  the  Legislature  on  the  possible  use  of  the  facili- 
ties of  the  College  of  Education  at  the  University  of 
Florida,  in  this  ©nergency  year,  for  wmen  as  well  as 
for  men,  and  that  we  have  referred  the  committee  to  the 
Board  of  Control,  and  that  we  hope  they  will  have  an 
•arly  conf  er^ce  with  them  and  advise  us  of  their  r«- 
cocnnendati(M."3 

PeiTnisaion  loas  not  granted  to  the  University  of  Florida  to 
register  women  students  and  the  folloiiing  ye«r  with  the  conclu!- 
»ion  of  ^orld  Har  II  the  enrollment  of  the  University  rose  rapidly. 

Km  Legislature  of  19h5  enacted  a  law  admitting  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Florida  the  wives  of  veterans  atta:Kiing  tlae  University.  It 
also  provided  that  men  could  be  admitted  to  the  Florida  State  Col- 
lege far  Wdsen  if  they  were  ttie  husbands  of  women  veterans  in  «t- 
taidance  at  that  school.^^ 

02 

porida  State  Board  of  Education,  Minute  Book  Nun4)er  Six, 
October  k,  1938  to  December  12,  IShS,  laimtes  of  August  29,  19kli, 
p.  i|oU. 

8ii 

Lw£  of  Ilorida.  19h$,  Chap.  22li96,  pp.  125-126. 


By  late  sumwr  of  191(6  It  became  evident  that  the  Unlyersltj 

facilities  were  not  aaaple  to  take  care  of  aU  the  returning  veterans 

and  other  am  iho  wished  to  MuroU  for  the  ISkMii  term.   A  Joint 

■Mting  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  the  Board  of  Control  «u 

held  on  Septasber  2nd,  19h6f  to  wcnrk  out  a  solution.    The  minutes  of 

the  meeting  stated!  .  , 

The  joint  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
formulatirici  plans  for  admitting  University  of  Florida 
students  to  Florida  State  College  for  Aomen  beginning 
this  fall  tera  which  opens  September  23.    The  Univer- 
sity had  received  8200  <a^plicaticHis  for  admission  and 
had  facilities  for  only  600Q.    The  Governor  and  others 
felt  that  a  part  of  the  ov^load  of  applications  for 
adajission  could  be  taken  care  of  by  converting  build- 
ings at  deactivated  Dale  Uabry  Field  into  classrooms 
and  housing  units  for  carrying  on  an  extension  of  the 
University  of  KLorida,  in  addition  to  iriiich  the  fa- 
cilities of  the  Florida  State  College  fcr  Woncn  could 
be  used. 

ISr.  Gray  moved,  and  Mr.  English  secoi^ed  the 
motion,  that  the  Board  of  Education  recognize  an  emer- 
gency in  the  8200  applicatitms  for  adnission  to  the 
UniTttrffity  of  KLoirida,  and  in  an  endeavor  to  solve  the 
emrgency  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  Board  approve  a^y 
plan  wGorked  out  by  the  Board  of  Control  and  the  Presi- 
daits  of  Florida  State  College  for  ttoraen  and  University 
of  Florida  for  taking  care  of  500  to  1000  students  at 
Dale  Mabry  Field.    Ayesi   Caldwell,  Gray,  Vifatson  and 
English.    Nays:    Nane.°5  . 

The  Tallahassee  branch  of  the  University  of  Florida  grow  out 

of  this  acticm  of  the  board.    It  opened  on  Septeraber  23rd, 

and  operated  fear  the  19k6^7  term  in  conjunction  with  the  Jlorida 

State  College  for  Women.   Approximately  500  men  students  wer« 


Florida  State  Board  of  Education,  Minute  Book  Number  Seven, 

Decenfcer  18,  19U5  to  ,  Minutes  of  September  2,  19l»6, 

P*  103. 
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housed  in  the  former  barracks  of  Dale  Mabry  Field  in  Tallahassee, 

•■hich  took  on  the  title  "West  Csbi5>us«"    Students  attended  classes 

both  on  this  canpus  and  the  Florida  State  College  for  Women  campus, 

but  were  legally  University  of  KLorida  students. 

The  Florida  Citizens  Ccmmittee  on  Education  in  its  report^ 

entitled  Education  and  the  Future  of  Florida,  nade  to  the  L^islar* 

Uire  of  Idklp  reeoBBieaitod  thatt 

Botii  Florida  State  College  tar  ionen  and  thB 
University  of  Florida  should  be  organized  as  coedu- 
cational instituticms  of  highor  learning.    There  is 
no  loi.'iical  reason  today  to  prohibit  students  of 
either  sex  from  roistering  in^utiy  course  or  curric- 
uluB  in  i*iich  th^  can  profit.^ 

Governor  Millard  Caldwell,  in  his  message  to  Legislature 

of  191^7  <»i  April  6th,  had  this  to  say  in  regard  to  co<«duoation  at 

the  state  educational  institutionst 

From  an  edtieational  vievpoint,  eoedueation  i«  of 
Ij  ttle  i^fKirtanoe,  but,  if  our  citizens  desire  it,  it 

should  be  provided  for  at  both  institutlois  as  ac- 
eoomodations  and  facilities  are  made  available.  ' 

In  a  poll  taken  by  the  n.orlda  Citiz^s  Cooinlttee,  it  nas 

found  that  among  the  people  polled,  coeducation  at  the  Univorsitgr 

of  Florida  Yias  favored  by  a  ratio  of  four  to  one,  and  at  the 

on 

Florida  State  College  for  Wooen  by  a  ratio  of  two  to  cxob.  Coo- 
aeqaently,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  first  bill  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Ri^resentatives  at  the  19U7  session  of  the  Legislature 

Florida  Citizens  Committee  on  EducaticHi,  19U7,  Education 
and  the  Ftiture  of  florida,  p.  291. 

Florida  House  Journal,  19i;7,  Message  of  Governor,  p.  6. 
^  KLorida  Citizena  Committee  on  Lducatitm,  og«  cit.,  p.  7U» 
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provided  for  coeducation  at  the  state  institutions  of  higher  leam- 

ia^rn   The  bill,  introduced  jointly  by  Flpyd  of  flranklin,  Clark  of 

GaLhooSy  MelTln  of  Santa  Rosa,  Tipper  of  Gulf,  Murray  of  Pdk, 

KoKendree  of  Nassau,  Ssiith  of  Clajr,  and  Cobb  of  Volusia,  readt 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  establishing  a 
University  Syst«a  providing  for  a  Chancellor  and 
other  personnel  of  the  University  System,  for  co- 
•ducaticm  in  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning, 
and  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Control.  "^^ 


The  lair,  as  finally  passed  and  signed  by  Governor  Caldwell  on 
May  15th,  19U7,  vas  a  coomittee  substitute  f<ar  this  bill  and  House 
Bill  Ko»  kZ  introduced  by  Stokes  of  Bay  County.    It  readt 

The  system  of  higher  education  of  this  State 
shall  consist  of  the  fdUowing  institutions,  to-witi 
OtM  university  to  be  known  as  the  University  of  Flori- 
da located  at  Gainesville,  to  which  shall  be  admitted 
both  white  male  and  white  female  studrafits;  one  uni- 
▼ersity  to  be  known  as  Florida  State  University  lo- 
cated at  Tallahassee,  to  which  shall  be  admitted  both 
iriiite  male  and  white  female  students;  and  one  college 
to  be  known  as  the  Florida  Agricultural  and  Mechanical 
College  located  at  Tallahassee,  to  which  shall  be  ad* 
mitted  negro  male  and  negro  finale  students*  •  •  • 

...  No  college,  school,  department  or  division 
now  existing  at  either  of  said  Universities  shall  be 
moved  to  the  other  Univejrsity  and  all  unreasonable 
cbiplications  shall  be  avoided*^ 

With  the  passage  of  this  law  Florida  abarwioned  her  fwty-two 

year  old  policy  of  segregating  the  sexes  in  her  institutions  of 
high^  learning.    The  state  now  Joined  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  Louis-» 
iana,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia  as  southern  states  not  having  a  state 


Flwida  House  Journal,  19U7,  p.  29. 

Laws  of  ilorida,  19i^7,  Chap.  2366?,  Rp.  112-113. 
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siipported  institution  exclusively  for  iiomen. 

All  three  st&te  Institutiosis  have         fortunate  in  having 

able  nm  at  their  heads  throu^oat  their  histories*    Tha  actainia- 

tration  of  the  various  presidents  have  been  vumsually  long*  Since 

1905  ^9  University  of  KLorida  has  had  four  presidents,  Florida 

State  University,  Idiree,  and  the  Florida  Agricultural  and  Mechani- 

eal  College  for  Negroes,  four* 

I)r«  A.  A.  Ituri^bree,  vho  had  served  as  president  of  the  Univer* 

92 

sity  of  Florida  since  1909,  died  suddenly  cn  Decentoer  20th,  1927* 
Dr.  James  M«  Farr,  who  had  long  been  vice-president  of  the  Univex«» 
sity,  was  acting  president  until  Septenber,  1928*    At  that  tioa  Dr* 
J*  J*  Tigert,  vho  had  served  for  a  nninber  of  years  as  United  States 
Coonissioner  of  Education,  assumed  the  president  of  the  insti* 
tution. 

During  Dr*  Tigert 's  long  administration  of  nineteen  years^  tha 

University  grev  in  enroUment  from  2,07$  studoits  ia  the  regular 
93 

eessicBi     of  1927-28  to  7,373  students  in  19U7,  the  year  of  his 
9k 

retiren»nt*      Dr*  Tigert  retired  September  Ist,  1914?,  and  Dr*  J* 

Hillis  Miller,  of  the  D^rfanatit  of  Education  of  the  State  of  N«» 

York,  became  president*    Uic  enrcilment  of  the  University  at  the 

95 

regular  session  of  191*7-^8  «aa  9,186* 
91 

Florida  Citizens  Committee  on  Education,  ^*  cit*,  p*  28U* 
^  Armstrong,  ^*  cit*,  p*  13» 

University  Hecord.  Vol.  mil,  fib*  1,  April,  1928,  p*  255* 

9h 

Statemait  of  Richard  H.  Shit^ead,  Assistant  Registrar  of 
University  of  Florida,  August  l»,  191*8* 

Ibid* 
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At  florlda  State  College  for  Wog»n,  Dr*  Ednurd  Conradi,  iriu> 

had  succeeded  Cr*  A*  A*  Murphree  as  presidont  of  the  institutl<»i 

96 

in  1909,  retired  fKMa  the  office  in  19U..      He,  too,  had  seen  an 

enon!K»is  grorth  in  the  instituticxi  viiich  he  headed*    In  1909  its 

97 

earoUoent  was  2$7,     vhile  the  enrollBent  daring  his  last  year  of 

98 

aervlee,  the  regular  session  of  19iiO-*l4l,  tma  2,029*      Dr«  Cosradi 

was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Doak  S»  Ga^bell,  vho  bad  beoi  Dean  of  the 

99 

Graduate  School  of  George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers. 

Florida  Agrioxltiiral  and  £fechanical  College  for  Negrora  has 
had  five  presidents  in  its  history.    T.  deS.  Tuckor  served  as 
president  from  its  founding  in  1887  until  19CEL.   He  vms  succeeded 
by  Nathan  B.  loung,  i4io  srarved  iintil  June,  1923         During  Presi- 
dent Young's  administration  additional  land  vas  acquired  for  the 
owpait  and  fazv,  several  nev  buildings  mre  erected,  and  the  iz>- 
stitution  b^an  to  receive  a  higher  degree  of  rec<^nition  in 
academic  circles. 

W.  H.  A.  Howard  becane  piwisident  in  July  of  1923  and  continued 

101 

in  that  capacity  for  one  year.        In  1921^  J.  H.  E.  Lee  was  a^*- 
pointed  president.    At  that  time  the  College  was  torn  bj  internal 

96  '    ~~  ~~ 

Conradi,  op.  cit.,  p.  9« 
o-  —  — — 

KLorlda  State  CdUege  for  «cmm  Catalogue,  1909-10,  p»  92. 

Ibid.,  19la,  p.  17li. 
99  " 

Florida  fitate  Board  of  EducaticHi,  Minute  Book  Honaber  Six, 
October  k,  1938  to  Cec^ober  12,  19U5,  Minutes  of  August  20,  19lil, 

pp.  190-192.   

100 

^grid<t  Agricultural  and  Medianical  Colleflo  Bulletin,  Janu- 
ary, 19UB,  p.  2li,  ^  ' 

Ibid. 
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dissensioiBani  it  tias  a  very  critical  period  in  the  history  of  th« 

institution.   Through  Lee»8  tact,  persistanoe,  and  patience  the 

College  was  enabled  to  again  stand  on  a  firm  fboting,   Bany  iaprove- 

ments,  botJi  in  the  physical  plant  and  in  the  instruction  of  the  iij- 

102 

stitution,  took  place  during  his  twenty  year  tenwrc* 

President  Lee  died  in  April,  19hh»    Vice-President  J.  B,  Bragg 

-nas  acting  presida:it  until  Septonber  1st  of  that  year  i&MX  William 

H.  (Jray,  Jr»,  iiho  was  then  president  of  the  Florida  Noarmal  and  Inr- 

dustrial  College  at  St,  Augustine,  became  president.    The  College 

had  an  aarollnient  of  1,391  8tt«i«it»  in  19ii6-i»7»^^^ 

During  this  period  of  develepment,  two  cocqxr^ensive  surreys 

of  higter  education  In  Florida  wttn  aftde.    The  Legislature  of  1927 

provided  for  the  first  when  it  created  an  Educational  Survey  Ccm- 

mission,  which  was  to  have  a  survey  made  of  the  entijre  educational 

system  of  the  state*    The  law  providadi 

That  the  Goyernca*  of  the  State  of  flearida  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorised  to  appoint  a  coramission  of  five 
persons  trtiose  duty  it  shall  be  to  cause  to  be  made  a 
tliorou^  survey  of  the  Public  Educational  System  of  the 
'       State  of  Florida,  including  all  sclaools  and  educational 
institutioM  supported  by  public  taxation,  ,  ,  , 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  survey  Goamission  to 
m^loy  a  staff  of  recognized  experts  fron  outside  the 
State  of  Florida,  trained  in  educational  survey  work, 
to  make  an  impartial  investigation  as  to  the  organiser- 
tion,  adrainistration,  financial  condition  and  general 
efficiency  of  the  Educational  Systetrt  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  including  all  schools  arid  educational  insti- 
tutions supported  by  public  taxation,  in  accordance 
wil^  in^roved  scientific  standards  of  educational 


Ibid.,  jip.  aWS  and  lli7. 


search,  and  to  make  deflixlte  recanmendaticais  for  the 
isspraveaentB  thereof.*^ 

The  Governor  appointed  to  this  conmission  the  following 
dtisenat    I.  £•  Fhillips^  Jacksonville,  Ghairmani  George  Hilty, 
HUBi;  A.  A.  UcLeod,  Bartowj  Krs.  A*  F.  Fanger,  Hlaleah;  and  Mrs* 
latherine  B«  Tippets,  St*  Petersburg* 

The  conmission  selected  the  DivlsicMa  of  Field  Studies,  Insti- 
tute of  Educational  Research,  Teachers'  College,  Columbia  UnlYersity 
to  make  the  aorveiy*    Dr*  George  D*  Strayer,  head  of  the  Division  of 

Field  Studies  at  Columbia  University  nas  made  director  of  the  survey 

106 

and  N.  L*  Engelhardt  of  Teachers'  College,  associate  director* 
The  Legislature  had  iqpprcsnriated  f^^,OCX}  for  the  study  and  the 

107 

General  £ducation  Board  granted  $2^,000  addltimal  for  the  irerk* 

The  survey  was  made  during  the  year  1928  and  a  report  trananitted 
to  the  Legislature  of  1929* 

Among  the  reccHaaendaticHis  of  the  coRRtisslan  tihi(^  pertained  to 
higher  education  in  the  state  were  tlie  foUowingi 
!•     That  ^e  Board  of  Control  be  increased  to  seven  or  nine  mea» 
bers,  eligibility  based  on  residence  be  abolished.,  and  that  the 
Superintendwit  of  Public  Instruction  be  an  ex  officio  member*^^ 
Z»     !Ihat  the  University  of  Florida  be  fully  developed  as  a  unlvejr- 

iqL 

^  Laws  of  norlda,  1927,  Ch^.  12011,  pp.  578-579. 

^  Educational  Survey  Comnisslon  and  Survey  Staff  Report  to 
the  LeglslaturerSgte  of  !l.orxck,  19S9~*  Hi*  

Ibid.,  pp.  8  and  2lf 
■^^'^  Ibid*,  p*  12. 
Ibid*,  p.  10.8. 
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»it7  and  the  Florida  State  College  for  Wonen  remain  a  college,  and 
that  the  university  become  the  chief  center  fcr  graduate  work  in 
109 

the  state* 

3,     That  all  qaalified  wnan  be  allowed  to  enter  any  division  of 

UO 

the  university  as  a  ^aniory  maLoar  or  graduate  student. 
U.     That  a  teachers'  college  be  established  in  the  south-central 
part  of  the  state.   That  this  college  be  strictly  lioiited  to  the 
I>reparation  of  teachers  for  rural  and  uztian  elementary  schoda,  and 
at  the  outset  should  offer  only  a  two-year  curriculum,  but  later  be 

m 

extended  to  four  years  when  needed. 

5,     That  a  "in  tax  be  levied  as  a  stgjplenwsnt  to  direct  state  ap- 

112 

propriations  rather  than  as  a  prii^ipal  means  of  pxxjviding  sui^ort* 

The  comnission  transmitted  its  report  to  the  Legislature  of  1929, 
but  no  acticffi  was  taken  on  any  of  its  major  reconsaendations*  PeAi^s 
one  of  the  main  reasons  for  this  inaction  was  tbe  fact  that  the  sur- 
vey was  conducted  by  a  group  of  out-of*^tate  experts*   This  gvn 
many  the  impression  that  those  mdio  made  the  survey  were  not  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  KLorida  situation  and  did  not  understand 
iiie  state's  pr<*lMis.    In  addition,  this  type  of  survey  in  which 
few  of  the  citisens  of  the  state  participated  could  not  be  ejected 
to  arouse  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  enthusiaau    The  beginning 
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of  the  natioMflde  d^esslon  a  few  months  later,  which  had  really 
begun  in  Florida  earlier  with  the  decline  of  the  "Florida  Bocmb,* 
also  had  its  effect  on  taking  the  eye*  of  the  pqpulace  firoa  educar- 
tional  reform. 

It  was  not  until  aftw  the  depression  of       1930 » a  and  the 
ai^nroachlng  end  of  iarld  War  II  Uiat  the  state  again  be^  to  give 
attention  to  the  great  need  fear  chaiges  in  its  sjrstea  of  higher 
education.    The  Legislature  of  19h$  passed  a  concurrait  resolutiQCi 
that  stated  in  its  preaisixLet 

mihereas,  the  State  of  Florida,  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  present  war  will  esqperience  tremendous 
growth  and  developnent.  ... 

Whereas,  the  institutions  of  higher  learning  of 
the  State,  by  reascsi  of  the  growth  and  deveLopneot  of 
the  State,  will  of  necessity  be  called  up<»i  to  provid» 
for  substantially  increased  enrollments.  ... 

Section  1*    That  the  Florida  Citizens  Committee 
on  Education  be  authorized  and  requested  to  make  an 
analysis,  survey  and  study  designed  to  provide  a  sound 
program  for  the  future  develojanent  of  the  syst«a  of 
higher  education  for  the  State  of  Florida  with  the  pur- 
pose to  determine  and  fulfill  the  ob'^JLgaticsa  of  the 
State  to  its  citizens  with  reference  to  post  high  school 
educaticffi]  such  study  to  Include  amonc  the  subjects 
thereof,  the  advisability  of  the  establislmeDt  md  sup- 
peart  by  the  State  of  Junior  colleges,  and  vocational 
training  scho<^5,  coeducation  in  the  institutions  of 
higher  learning,  the  establiahnent  of  the  State  medical 
and  dental  school,  the  location  of  the  various  profes- 
siCMial  and  vocatiOTial  colleges  and  schools  and  the 
pr<5>er  allocation  of  functions  to  given  institutions.'^ 

The  personnel  of  the  dorida  Citizens  Conmlttee  was  as  follows: 
S.  Kendrick  Guernsey,  Chairman,  Jackson\rille|  Richard  H.  Sijiq>son, 
Vice-chaiznan,  !k»iticello]  Mrs.  Kathryn  Abbey  Hanna,  Secretary* 


Laws  of  Florida,  19hS,  Senate  Concurrent  Resolution  No.  3, 
pp.  13S>33BIU 
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%'inter  Parki  Rev*  Jack  Anderson,  Galnesvlllei  F.  N*  K«  Bailey, 
DeSoto  Cityi  Mrs*  1.  H.  Beckham,  Miaail|  Al  B.  Block,  Tallahaaaeei 
Bay      Carroll,  Klssinmee;  MBrl<«  T*  Qaines,  Penaacolai  Allen  C* 
Qrasler,  St*  Pet«*8burg}  A*  W«  Litsohgi,  Tampa;  £•  A*  Pierc«y 
BartoNi  Wallace  £.  Sturgis,  Ocala;  ib««  H.  H*  Wedgvorth,  Bell* 
Gladsi  and  Leo  litfotltsky,  Panta  Gorda*    Dr.  Edgar  L*  Uox^et  was 

m 

selected  as  iilx^utlve  Secretary* 

The  coBDdttee  made  a  thorou^  and  oocprehenslve  tvo  year  stiidy 
of  all  i^iasas  of  Florida's  educaticEial  system.    Some  of  its  taajar 
rwManendatiotns  regaztling  hi^^er  •ducati<8i  loade  to  the  Lugislature 
of  19k7  werej 

1*     Iliat  there  ^ould  be  created  an  appointive  board  of  education 
coB^osed  of  nin«  oon-ealafied  lay  oitlsens,  who  would  ajC4>oint  a 
commissioner  of  education  to  serTe  as  an  executive  officer*  Serv- 
ing under  the  comaissioner  of  education  would  be  a  chancellor  for 
hitler  education,  and  a  state  sxiperintendent  of  public  achoola* 

l^e  chanceUor  would  be  over  all  state  institatioos  of  higgler  learn- 

.115 
ing* 

2«  All  state  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  Florida  should  be 
coeducati<Mial  ."'^^ 

3*     Flans  should  be  made  for  t  he  establisfaaient  of  a  third  stats 

117 

instituticm  of  higher  learning  for  whites  in  south  Florida. 

nit  ^  . 

Florxda  Citizens  Coniiiittee  on  Education,  eg*  cit.,  p*  ii. 

Ibid*,  p.  278* 
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Ibid.,  p.  291* 

Ibid*,  p*  278. 


U,     A  state  system  of  junior  colleges  should  be  establi^ed  as  a 

part  of  the  public  sdiod  system  rather  than  as  a  part  of  the  uni- 
118 

versity  system.  •  " 

5«     A  plan  for  the  medical  education  for  Florida  students  should 

be  provided,  for  the  present,  by  contract  with  institations  of 
119 

other  states*  »  -  v 

6m     The  progranus  of  the  institaticHW  of  higher  learning  should  be 

120 

expanded  and  adequately  flsaneed  to  aeet  emes^ing  needs* 

7*     A  conprehensive  program  should  be  established  at  regional 

centers  for  the  educaticxi  of  students  in  fields  imrolving  only 

la 

small  numbers* 

The  19hl  survey  had  been  made  by  the  citizens  of  the  state. 
Not  only  had  the  committee  been  composed  of  fifteoi  of  the  most 
prominent  and  active  eitisois  of  Florida^  but  tlie  committee  ^oo* 
«  florida  man,  Dr*  £dgar  L*  Mars^et^  as  its  executive  secretary* 
The  survey  -ma  conducted  through  school  officials,  teachers,  parent- 
teacher  associations,  various  civic  clubs,  and  other  organizations 
throughout  the  state*    Tim  enlistment  of  so  many  people  in  varioas 
astivities  throughout  the  state  had  a  great  educational  value  in 
that  the  citizens  generally  became  acquaijnted  with  the  educational 
sLtoation*    These  citizens,  in  turn,  brought  pressure  on  their 


214^ 


l^islatOTS  to  «uaet  the  proposals  into  lasr*    In  this  way,  far- 
reaching  changM  WW*  made  in  the  educational  system  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  19U7»    This  -was  particularly  true  in  the  public  school 

In  the  field  of  hi^er  education,  the  changes  were  not  so  many, 

but  two  ingxjrtant  departures  were  effected.    As  already  noted,  bot^ 

white  institutions  of  higher  leazning  were  made  coeducational,  azui 

tiie  name  of  ELorida  State  College  for  ^ionmi  was  changed  to  "Florida 
122 

State  University." 

The  Legislature  of  19143  created  a  Univearsity  of  South  Florida 

iriiose  "primary  puzpose  shall  be  a  School  of  Ifedicine,  a  School  of 

123 

Fxuurmacy  and  a  School  of  Itetistry*"        Bsmtrrer^  that  L^islature, 
nor  any  suooeeding  one,  has  ever  apparopriated  the  mon^  for  its 
establishment  and  operation.    The  KLorida  Citizens  Conmittee  r«- 
conmended  that  another  school  be  establiiAed  in  south  Florida,  but 
that  the  establishment  of  the  medical  school  be  held  in  abeyanoe* 
Honever,  the  Legislature  of  IShl  did  not  follow  the  suggestion  for 
a  third  institution  of  learning  for  white  students  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  leave  the  question  of  the  establishm^t  of  a  medical  school 
for  further  stu^y* 

Another  Ijaqpiortant  st^  takNi  in  the  realm  of  higher  education 
by  the  Legislature  of  19hl  was  the  passage  of  a  law  making  it  po»- 
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Laws  of  florida,  19hT,  Ohap,  23669,  pp.  112-113. 

123 

Ibid,,  19U3,  Chap,  22081,  pp.  89l«-896. 
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sible  for  • 

The  comity  boards  of  the  several  counties  of 
Florida  having  a  populaticm  of  not  less  than  $0,000 
inhabitants  according  to  the  last  federal  or  state 
census*  .  •  J%o/  organise,  establish  and  operate 
junior  colleges  offering  work  in  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  grades  including  not  only  classical  and 
scientific  courses  but  also  terminal  coia*ses  of  a  ' 
vocational  ani  technical  natxure  as  part  of  their 
secondary  school  systwn.  .  . 

Frcnrisi<»i  iras  also  made  for  teo  or  more  contiguous  counties  having 

a  combined  pc^nilatim  of  not  less  than  50>(XX}  inhabitants  to  enter 

into  "an  ai^reement  to  organize,  establish  and  operate,  or  to  take 

12? 

over  and  operate  a  Junior  college*"       ^       also  provided  Uiat 

these  junicar  colleges  iroiild  receive  state  aid  in  laaflh  the  smb 

126 

manner  as  other  schools  in  the  county  systan.  Since  the  pas- 
sage of  this  lav  public  Juni<ar  colleges  have  beon  established  in 
Pensacola,  J<ia3rianna,  West  Palm  Beach  and  St,  Petersburg* 


^  Ibid,.  ISkl,  Chap,  23726,  Sec,  1*7,  p.  228. 
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Ibid. 

Ibid..  Sec.  h9,  p.  230* 


CHAPTER  VI 
CONCLUSIOI 

The  preceding  chapters  haye  shown  the  progress  of  publio 
higher  education  in  Florida  fi*om  1821,  irtien  FlorMa  became  a 
possession  of  the  United  States,  up  to  the  preset  tine.  It 
has  been  shoini  that  during  n.orida*8  territorial  period  eleroen- 
tary  education  had  not  come  to  be  entirely  accepted  as  a  respon-> 
aibility  of  the  government  and  higher  education  mis  acc^ted  to 
an  emi  less  extent*    Oradnany,  honrever,  in  Hhb  late  twenties 
and  early  thirties  the  fii*st  faint  ideas  of  public  education  be- 
gan to  take  root*  * 

There  could  be  no  higher  educational  institutions  In  Florida 
during  the  territorial  period  because  ttiere  were  few  preparatory 
schools  of  any  kind.    In  addition,  the  lack  of  sufficient  popular* 
tion,  the  pioneer  condition  of  the  territory  and  the  poverty  of 
the  masses  of  the  pqpula.tlon,  also  made  it  impractical  to  es* 
tablish  colleges. 

Notwithstanding  these  handicaps,  the  early  KLoridians  kept 
alive  their  anbltion  f<a>  an  institution  of  higher  learning  through- 
out the  period*    This  was  reflected  in  the  discussiois  concerning 
the  advisability  of  founding  a  university  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  I82U,  the  setting  aside  of  seminary  lands  by  Coogress  at 
various  times  beginning  in  1823,  the  abortive  attempt  to  set  up  a 
territorial  university  in  I836,  and  the  visionary  plans  for  Dade 
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Institute  which  tfere  made  about  the  same  time. 

Florida  became  a  state  in  18U5«    At  toe  sanM  time  Congress 
granted  her  two  additional  towi^ips  for  the  establidiment  of  two 
■wlnari  or?  ■    A  year  later  the  state  legislature  jppointed  a  camait^ 
tM  to  stndy  plans  for  setting  up  two  institutions  of  hi^er  learn- 
ing.   Although  this  committee  accomplished  little,  it  perhaps  did 
aid  in  oryBtallizii%  public  opioioa  in  such  a  nannar  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  185L  passed  a  law  creatir^  two  seminaries,  one  to  be  e»- 
tablished  west  of  the  Suwannee  River  and  one  east  of  that  river. 

The  enactment  of  the  law  of  1851  creating  the  two  s«ninaries 
was  a  landmark  in  higher  education  in  Florida  for  it  put  into  con- 
crete legal  form  \he  culmination  of  almost  thirty  years  of  plaming 
and  effort.   With  the  opening  of  the  East  Florida  Seminary  in  Ocala 
in  1853,  Florida  embarked  upon  her  progran  of  education  by  means  of 
state  si^iiarted  institutions.   Although  this  institution  and  the 
West  Florida  Seminary-,  whidi  op«ned  in  Tallahassee  in  1857,  wier« 
not  institutions  of  higher  learning,  they  represented  an  acknoi^ 
ledgaent  upon  the  part  of  the  state  of  its  responsibility  toward 
the  education  of  its  citiaenry.    "niis  recognition  was  not  only  in 
iiie  area  of  higher  education  (for  they  hoped  to  become  ultimately 
institutions  of  higher  learning),  but  also  in  elementary  and  seccsid- 
ary  training  as  these  two  initial  institutions  were  intended  prima- 
rily as  teacher-gaining  institutions. 

For  nearly  thirty  years  these  two  schools  were  the  only  state 
supported  institutions  in  Florida.    Due  to  the  small  population  of 
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the  state,  the  poca:  travel  conditicMjs  of  the  time,  and  the  many 
laroblms  incident  to  the  War  Between  the  States  and  its  aftenaath, 
ihe  Institutions  renained  little  more  than  local  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  receiving  state  aid« 

The  period  from  I88I4  to  1905  ssir  tiie  establi^ment  of  six 
state  institutions  of  learning,    Florida  had  made  much  progress  to- 
mrd  recovery  frcm  the  nar  Between  the  States*    There  had  been  a 
large  influx  of  people  frcmt  other  states  ocolng  into  Florida  to 
make  their  hemes*    These  new  citizens  came  frooi  older  states  titat 
had  thriving  state  iixstitutioos  of  learning  and  they,  therefore^ 
sought  them  in  their  adopted  state*    The  wealth  of  the  state  was 
increasing  so  that  it  could  better  suj^ort  Institutions  of  learn- 
ing*   Moreover,  the  public  school  system  was  growing  r^idly  and 
more  students  were  each  year  becoming  prepared  for  college*  Local 
pride  and  sectiwMiL  rivalsTr— the  desire  far  each  city  or  section 
to  have  its  ana  institutions— also  played  a  part  in  the  establish- 
ment of  several  of  the  institutions  during  the  period* 

The  passage  of  the  Morrill  Act  by  which  the  federal  governsaent 
made  land  grants  to  provide  an  annual  income  to  the  states  for  agri- 
cultural education  on  a  college  level,  ultimately  brought  about  the 
establishment  of  the  Florida  Agricultural  College  in  Lake  City  in 
I88it*    Although  «ie  Morrill  Act  icas  enacted  in  1862,  and  the  Col- 
lege was  legally  created  in  1870,  due  to  many  difficulties,  polici- 
cal  and  otherwise,  it  was  not  until  I88U  that  the  institution  final- 
ly opened  in  Lake  City.    Two  other  locations  had  previously  been 
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chosen  and  in  one  of  these  locations  buildings  had  actually  been 
constructed  before  it  vas  abandoned. 

The  Gonstituticm  of  1885  B>ade  provision  for  two  nonnal  schools~ 
one  for  each  race.    The  L<^islature  of  186?  established  csie  far 
iftiite  students  at  DeFunlak  SiHrlnge  and  the  otbar  far  Ifegro  s^idents 
at  Tallahassee.    They  filled  a  real  need  at  the  tine  fribm  TLoriM 
WBkS  growing  so  rapidly  and  was  so  mch  in  need  of  prqperly  trained 
teachers.    However,  by  1905  i>hen  Florida  had  six  state  institutions, 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  DePuniak  i^rings  school  could  be  Justified. 

The  establishment  at  Bartow  in  1903  of  the  South  Florida  Mili- 
tary and  Educational  Institute,  later  called  the  South  Florida 
unitary  College,  came  as  the  result  of  local  pride  and  sectional 
rivalry.    The  same  may  be  said  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Normal  and 
Industrial  School  established  in  1901,  and  the  Florida  Agricultural 
Institute,  legally  created  by  the  Legislature  of  1905  but  never 
actually  (^ened.    THie  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  these  schools 
Just  prior  to  1905,  each  of  iKhich  were  casting  amOTig  themselTes 
for  students  and  apprc^riatlcMis,  and  at  the  same  time  conpeting 
with  the  fast  devel(9lng  high  sdiool  system  of  the  state,  perhj^)s 
brought  to  a  head  ttie  problem  of  reorganization  of  the  system  of 
higher  education  in  fXcrida* 

The  glowing  feeling  that  tJiere  were  too  many  schools,  that 
they  were  too  local  in  character,  that  they  lacl^  high  standards, 
and  that  the  state  could  not  adequately  support  so  many  instita-> 
tioRS,  cane  to  a  climax  in  the  1905  sesslcm  of  the  Legislature. 
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The  iflmodlate  incident  whidi  resulted  in  the  Buckaan  Act  iia«  th« 
request  for  greatly  increased  ^paropriations  by  the  various  sdiools 
at  that  tlffle.    The  state  was  able  to  grant  the  requested  appropri- 
ations, but  it  ireiB  not  sure  that  the  money  would  be  spent  wisely 
and  it  MSB  thoo^t  that  in  tias  the  deoands  muld  hemm  so  grMt 
that  the  state  would  be  unable  to  meet  thoB* 

The  L^islature  of  190^  believed  tliat  Uie  only  way  out  was  to 
flboLidi  cos^etaly  all  state  institutions  of  higher  learning  and  to 
set      three  new  schools  without  the  old  loyalties  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  would  not  be  in  ca^tition  with  each  other.    Thus,  the 
Bu^aan  Bill  naitnttrt  at  that  session  of  the  Legislature  provided 
for  a  univwsity  for  men,  a  college  for  wonen,  and  a  coeducational 
lostitutioa  fcr  Negro  students*    This  was  quite  a  revolutionary 
move  in  that  no  other  state  had  eves'  made  such  a  drastic  revision 
in  its  systm  of  higher  educaticn.    ThAt  the  action  taken  at  the 
time  was  wise  was  proven  in  the  next  deeade  by  the  treeiendous  de- 
velc^»nent  of  all  three  instituticms  of  learning  and  the  improvements 
in  the  standards  of  the  schools* 

The  period  after  190^  was  marked  by  a  rapid  growUi  in  all  three 
institutions,  both  in  enrollment  and  in  physical  facilities.    The  in- 
stitutions have  grown  from  small  colleges  wit^  few  students  enrolled 
and  few  courses  in  their  curricula  into  universities  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  many  thousands  of  sttKients. 

In  1909  two  of  the  institutions  took  their  present  names.  The 
DniVKTsity  of  the  State  of  Florida  became  the  University  of  Florida 
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and  the  ELorida  Normal  and  InduBtrial  School  for  Negroes  becan»  the 
Florida  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College.    The  Florida  Female 
College  became  the  Florida  State  College  for  a  menm 

The  pattez^  of  8egr««atioii  of  the  sexes  set  up  by  the  ftiekasa 
Act  WBia  broten  first  in  1925  itiicn  a  law  was  enacted  which  allowed 
woaen  to  register  for  courses  at  the  University  of  flwiday  if 
those  courses  were  not  given  in  the  Florida  State  College  for  Women* 
This  was  followed  by  a  law  in  19h$  vrtiich  permitted  women  to  regis- 
ter at  the   University  and  men  to  register  at  the  College  for  Voohb 
under  certain  conditions.    Finally,  in  19lt7>  both  institutions  for 
white  students  were  made  con^letely  coeducational* 

The  1«^  creation  of  the  Oniversity  of  Smtia  Florida  by  th» 
Legislature  of  19U^t  the  changiiig  of  the  nam  of  Florida  Statt 
College  for  Wooen  to  I'lorida  State  Onivcrsity^  and  the  making  of 
both  institutions  coeducational  by  the  Legislature  of  IShlf  as  well 
as  the  creation  of  a  Junior  ccOLlege  system  under  county  control, 
marked  radical  dianges  £roa  the  pattern  laid  by  the  Buokman  Act  of 

1905.         .  j;*"^'' 

At  tiys  present  time  higher  education  in  Florida  appears  to  b* 
Sojjog  through  another  transitional  stage*   With  two  state  univer-* 
eities  far  iSiite  students  in  q>eratian  and  a  third  already  legally 
created,  Uiere  is  a  real  danger  tiiat  a  period  such  as  that  before 
1905  oi^  rivalry  and  competition  between  state  institutions  will 
return.    This  situation  might  be  prevented  by  consolidating  all 
state  institutions  into  a  unified  university  systett^  headed  by  « 
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chancellar,  irtio  woald  coordinate  the  work  of  the  various  institu- 
tions*  Today,  tMs  is  the  problem  facing  those  interested  ia 
higher  educatixHi  in  floidda* 
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S,  S.  BURTOM 

(£^earpt  frca  Appendix  o£  "The  East  Florida  seminary  Wille  in  Ocala^" 

fiy  C*  L.  Crow) 

According  to  !&>.  1.  E.  McOahagin  the  final  ui^leasantness  that 
led  to  the  breaking  of  Mr.  Burton's  connecti<xi  with  the  Sei&inary  was 
his  brutal  whipping  of  a  boy,  Reuben  Stark,  for  a  rery  minor  offoise. 
Indeed  it  Is  more  than  questionable  niiether  the  youngster  deserved 
a^y  punishment  at  all*    It  seems  that  the  boy,  irtio  was  f^rom  the  ooun-> 
try,  had  the  habit  of  practicing  just  before  or  after  siqiper  the  art 
of  calling  cows*    Oae  night  Mr.  Burt<m  heard  hia  doing  this  arwi 
thrashed  his  so  umarcif\illy  that  he  was  s<»>e  time  in  recovering  trxm 
the  effect  of  the  blows.    The  boy's  father  came  to  Ocala  and  suc- 
ceeded in  arousing  the  good  people  of  the  village  to  such  an  exrteat 
that  they  forced  Mr.  Burton  to  leave* 

The  boys  and  girls  of  Ocala  probably  believed  that  the  brutal 
attack  ij^pon  Reuben  Stark  was  the  cause  of  the  dismissal  of  Burton 
flrom  the  school.    The  tmeta  in  the  case  do  not  disprorve  that  the  lat- 
ter became  urpopular,  largely  perhaps  because  of  his  caustic  tongue, 
iMit  reveal  an  entirely  different  reason  for  his  leaving  Florida* 

!nirough  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Julien  C.  Yooge,  of  Pensacola, 
the  University  library  has  been  the  recipient  of  two  holograph 
articles  writtwi  by  Burton  and  of  toree  lettws  concOTnlng  hln  writ- 
ten by  tils  son,  Mr.  S.  G.  Kingsbury  of  Evant,  Texas.    The  letters 
are  addressed  to  Itr.  longe  and  are  dated  May  6  and  26  and  Jur»  27, 
1923,  respectively.    Rrcm  thaa  is  derived  the  foUowingt 
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0*  D*  Klngsbuzy  ma  bom  and  spent  his  early  years  in  Banover, 
M*  H*j  h&  attejoded  scliool  at  LebaaoD  in  his  native  state  and  aftes^ 
wards  an  aoadeny  at  Thedflrd  jffh»ttor^f  Vt*^  at  both  of  vhi(^  h« 
Has  valedictorian  of  his  class.    Later  he  studied  lav,  but  at  vhat 
institution  does  not  appear*    Alhile  at  one  of  these  three  schools 
he  had  become  engaged  to  a  Toung  la47  whose  dder  sister  had  inar~ 
ried  his  only  broths:*  .  : 

The  family  life  of  the  Kingaft>urys  seems  not  to  have  been  har- 
BKmious.    Young  Kingsbury  believed  that  his  brother,  who  was  eight 
years  older  than  he,  and  an  uncle  had  not  treated  iilm  fairly  in 
their  settling  of  his  fS»th«r«s  estate. 

Not  being  able  to  live  in  peace  in  his  Neir  Ekigland  heme,  he 
decided  in  1850  or  1851  to  go  to  Florida.   Th^e  he  was  attracted 
to  "Ocalla,"  Ttfiich  nas         i?^p«p«itly  a  typical  boosa  town.    In  his 
new  home,  under  the  name  of  S.  S.  Burton,  he  soon  started  a  sdiool 
i^ich  seemingly  prospered  £rm  the  irery  beginning.    So  mai^  pupils 
did  he  have  that  he  fbund  it  necessary  to  eo^cy  two  loale  assistant 
teachers,  Horace  Mann  and  Qrville  iiason,  as  well  as  a  young  lady,  > 
Miss  Anna  Underwood,  to  give  lessons  in  ousloqt 

Interest  was  at  the  time  rife  throo^out  this  section  of  the 
State  in  the  proposad  liMt  Florida  Seminary  and  each  of  several 
eoBBittees  was  doing  its  utmMt  to  secure  the  institution  for  its^* 
No  one,  perhaps,  was  more  interested  in  having  Ocala  dioscn  as  the 
location  of  the  State  school  than  was  Burton.    It  was  probably  ho  i*o 
first  suggested  to  the  oitisens  of  the  little  town  that,  if  they  made 
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a  determined  effort,  they  might  be  successful  in  inducing  the  ^' 
Legislature  to  pass  larger  places  by  md  eelect  Ocala  for  th»  ^ 
hone  of  the  Stfninary.    If  Ocala  were  chosen,  the  Burton  school 
Tiwild  alaost  certainly  be  aade  the  nucleus  of  the  State  institu- 
tion and  Burton  would  become  its  first  superintendent* 
Whether  or  not  the  aotives  ascribed  to  him  be  the  real  ones.  Burton 
becarae  the  iBouthpie©»*of  Ooala  and,  indeed,  the  only  one  to  speak 
in  its  behalf* 

Indicaticois  are  that  Burton,  or  Kingsbury,  was  a  convincing 
orator/  Is  has  already  been  said,  his  plea  before  toe  Legislatxire 
was  successful.    His  son  speaking  of  this  address  says  that  it  "has 
fine  language,  argument  and  logic." 

The  Seoiinary  opened  in  Ocala  with  Burton  as  principal.   Of  the 
teachws  «npl<^ed  by  him  in  his  private  school  the  aaly  one  whom  he 
retained,  was  Mss  Underwood.    Her  he  had  probably  known  before  ha 
cane  to  Florida,  for  she  was  from  Vermcsit.    Indeed  he  may  have  bean 
not  without  influence  in  her  decision  to  move  to  Ocala.    She  is  d»^~ 
scribed  by  Vr.  £.  G.  Kingsbury,  a  son  of  Burten  %gr  his  second  wife, 
as  a  most  exemplary  woman,  good  and  beautiful  and  one  always  abovw 
reproach  save  for  her  "indulgence  of  ay  father*" 

Burton*s  relations  with  Hiss  Undorwood  were  prbbably  the  eaose 
of  his  being  accused  of  "having  been  indiscreet"  aiui  of  his  having 
to  sever  his  connection  with  toe  Soninary.   According  to  his  son  ha 
stayed  in  "Ocalla"  until  ^  close  of  the  sciiool  in  toe  summer  of 
l85Uj  it  is  more  probably  toat  he  left  t^ie  town  immediately  aftor 


being  dismissed  from  the  priiidpalship  of  the  school.   Then  he  went 
back  to  his  cariginal  hone  in  ths  North  for  the  purpose  of  hsvii^  tte 
tmm  Burton  "authorised," 

He  remained  in  the  North  until  the  autuim  of  l85U*    In  the 
nraimhile,  however,  his  engagement  to  his  brother's  sister*-ia-l«* 
had  been  brcdcoh— possibly  she  had  heard  of  Miss  Underwood.  Possibly, 
too.  Miss  Undercrood  had  returned  to  the  neighborhood.    Then,  moved 
by  real  affection  or  by  a  desire  to  right  as  far  as  possible  the 
■wrong  he  had  committed—both  reasons  may  have  influenced  hia*— 
Kingsbury  nuurriud  the  music  teacher. 

In  bad  with  everybody,  with  both  t^e  names  Kingsbury  and  Burt<m 
in  ill<frepute.  Burton  decided  to  disappear.    He  went,  via  the  Missis^ 
sippi  and  Gulf  Railroad,  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  arriving  there  in 
January,  1855*    There,  under  the  \musual  name  of  F.  F.  F<mn,  he  began 
life  anew  arui  there  his  wife  died  in  1859. 

In  Brownsville  he  seoss  to  have  becoiae  an  influential  citisen^ 
although,  inasisuch  as  he  had  a  caustic  tongue  and  was  a  N<»rbhem  sym- 
pathizer, there  were  times  irtien  he  had  to  cross  the  river  and  live 
ia  'Matamoris.**    He  remained  in  Brownsville  or  in  the  vicinity  until 
186$.   During  these  years  he  took  an  active  interest  in  politics  and 
engaged  in  several  occupations  t   At  one  tdae  he  taught  school,  at 
azK>th«r  he  was  cwcity  clerk,  for  a  period  he  was  postoaster  of 
Brownsville,  -c'.'^f.- 

In  18^^  jearn  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  got 

in  touch  with  the  sweetheart  of  his  early  you^   About  July,  1665, 


he  went  baek  to  Hair  England  and  narried  h«*«    In  the  fall  of 
wmtm  jmr  he  returned  to  Tescas.    The  next  year  he  vent  back  North, 
irtKore  he  sui^iorted  himself  and  his  family  by  lectiuring,  "drunming," 
and  uriting.    As  he  "si^mod"  all  the  articles  he  wrote  during 
these  years  idth  the  name  Kingsbury,  it  is  evident,  that  he  ^ 
xwt,  as  has  been  asserted,  "a  refugee  from  the  laor*"      .  , 

In  I87li  he  retaimcd  to  Texas  where  bs  died  in  1877  and  #iere 
soEoe  of  his  family  arc  still  living* 

One  of  the  son's  letters  in^lies  that  KingatoTjry,  apparently 
while  in  Texas,  had  his  change  of  name  "authorised*"    Tliis  mast, 
bemnrar,  be  a  mistake,  for  in  the  Haartb  he  was  knom  (»ly  as  G* 
Kingsbury,  in  fl<H*ida  as  S.  S*  Burton  and  in  Texas  as  F«  F.  Penn* 

AmcBig  the  letters  which  Mbr.  £«  Q*  Kingslmry  seems  to  consider 
of  most  Talue,  is  one  written  to  his  mother  in  iSiich  the  prayer 
d^ivored  by  the  father  at  the  opwiing  of  the  Saainary  is  quoted 
and  the  cossdition  of  the  school  descrlbad*   Other  letters  tell  of 
the  work  being  done  by  the  Seninary.    One  of  these  makes  special 
mentiai  of        "pianno,"  another  of  the  asaimption  of  the  nam  ,, 
"S*  S*  fiurtoKu"   Of  Burton's  addresses  and  "large"  lectures  the 
son   ^parently  c<»i8ider8  the  foUoiiing  of  nwst  worth:    "Plea  for 
location  of  Seminary  at  Ocalla,"  deli7«ped  before  the  Legislature, 
according  to  the  son's  mistaken  belief,  in  1853}  "Plea  for  more 
funds,"  delivered  about  18^2;  "Inaugural  Address"  madk»  at  the  opm^ 
ing  of  the  school.    Of  undated  lectures  given  at  the  school,  or  in 
Oeala,  the  son  speaks  host  highly  of  an  "Old  time  temperance  address" 
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and  of  <»e  entitled  "Teachers  and  their  profession."    The  latter, 
la  the  <9inlOQ  of  the  scn^  *hMi  not  been  jjifnroved  upon  since*" 

Mr*  Burt<m  wrote  auch  for  pal^ieation*    In  the  posMs^on  of 
the  University  are  tifo  of  his  articles,  one  of  these  is  entitled 
"St.  Augustine"  and  1^  other  "florida— Its  Inducements  to  the 
Migrant •"    In  tiie  fanner,  vhich  vas  m'itten,  according  to  £•  G* 
Kingsbury,  some  tijme  during  the  years  18^-1853,  the  auttior  does 
not  oonfine  hisiself  to  a  descripti<Hi  of  the  Ancient  Cil^]    in  the 
latter,  written  about  186?,  sraotion  is  made  of  the  hostile  feding 
of  the  iiloridiazui  tomrds  the  settlors  fxm  the  North,  of  the  pur- 
chase of  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  of  a  residence  in  the  State,  md  of 
the  possibility  of  a  Ncartlieruer  living  in  peace  and  coGifort  in 
AoridAf  in  q;>lte  of  the  antipathy  ii^:iich  he  voold  at  first  ham  to 
fitee* 

Mr.  Buirtoo's  writings  contain  a  number  of  incorrectly  spelled 
words  and  have  no  great  literary  excellence.    They  are  better  adapted 
for  publication  in  a  nesn^iapw,  the  purpose  the  author  had  in  vlev^ 
than  in  book  or  laagaaine  forsu   He  was  probably  far  more  convincing 
as  a  speaker  than  as  a  writer^      ■  ■     ■  •■  %:/>\''' ■ 

Through  Judge  F.  W«  Seabury  of  Brownsville,  T«c*s,  it  has  been 
learned  that  on  liecember  8,  1855*  Jt-anklin  F«  Fenn  bought  for  $150«00, 
sixty  acres  of  land  lying  two  miles  beOLov  Broneanrille  (Cameron  County 
DMd  Becords,  Book  F,  p.  U*2),    This  he  sold  at  tlie  same  price  on  the 
twwatieth  of  the  8«ie  moaath*    On  Decaober  lit,  1857,  he  leased  "about 
twwity  squaire  leagues  (115,200  acres)  of  the  iispiritu  Santo  CJrant  for 
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a  term  of  three  years  at  an  armtial  remtal  of  |2«00,  subject  to  oo» 
cupatioa  of  lessor's  tenants  under  rental  ccmtracts  oade  and  to  be 
made** 

Judge  Seabury  addst   "The  Conml8sl<»iers*  Court  (Cameron  Coun- 
ter) Unutes  ahov  that  F»  F*  Fenn,  as  deputy  county  clerk,  kept  the 
minutes  from  F^xruary,  16$9«  to  August      1S60,  the  County  Clerk 
then  being  J.  Barthelov.    From  August  20,  1360,  to  a  date  in  1862 
(where  the  book  under  examination  ended  and  ay  search  also),  Henry 
Klahn,  Coun^  Clerk,  handled  the  meetings  and  entered  the  mixnites* 
The  change  is  abrupt  and  unexplained,  and  I  sui^xjse  it  is  due  to 
\ltie  former  deputy  county  clerk's  leaving  the  country.*  ... 

No  answers  have  been  received  by  the  witer  to  letters  to 
Oovemment  officials  in  iia^ington  aiKl  Braiinsville  inquiring  about 
the  dates  at  i^ch  Ifr.  Fenn  was  postmaster  of  the  latter  city. 


REPORT  OP  THE  SPECIAL  CCaflaiTTEE  OF  THF,  HOUSE  OF  REPRESES-  v.. 
TATIVES,  LEGISLATURE  OF  lQ^hr$S,  ON  RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  BY  THE 
TOSIN  OF  Q^myi  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  IDCATION  OF  THE  WEST  FLCSIIDA 

SEMINARI  IN  THAT  CITI 

lour  Ccomlttee  az^  of  opinion  that  in  the  sel^tion  of  a  locar 
ticm  for  aaid  Instltutioa^  the  first  and  aost  is^Kirtant  ccnisideratioa 
ifhich  oa^t  to  control  the  Legislature  in  its  action  in  the  prosises, 
is  that  of  health.    So  clear  is  the  c(»ivictiQn  of  your  Committee  oaa 
this  point,  t^t  th^  would  not  deem  any  mere  pecuniary  inducemMot, 
however  large,  sufficient  to  justiiy  a  departure  frm  this  controlling 
consideration*   Without  the  advantage  of  a  healthful  location,  no 
literary  institution  can  prosper  or  long  survive  Its  establishment! 
for  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  parents  aiui  guardi^uis,  having  the 
<»atrol  of  youth,  wovld  voluntarily  subject  them  to  the  casualties 
of  m  insalcd^rious  atmosphere* 

In  addition  to  healthfulness  of  locati(»,  there  are  ol^er  con* 
siderati(ms  which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of,  and  amcmgst  the  aost 
prominent  are  accessibility  and  centa-alness  of  position* 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  natural  advantages,  your  Committee  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  torn  of  Quincy  stands  pro  eminently 
favorable*    The  locatioa  of  tJie  towi  is  in  a  high,  dry  and  elevated 
section  of  the  country,  surrounded  by  ouaeroas  hillSf  and  abounding 
in  the  finest  of  free  stone  springs,  and  entirely  «nMpt  trm  aiqr 
local  causes  of  disease;  and  from  its  first  settleoient  it  has  ea»4 
Joyed  a  character  for  health  unsurpassed  by  any  other  town  in  the 
State* 

In  regard  to  accessibility,  it  enjpys  advantages  superior  to 


any  other  toim  waat  of  the  ^maxme  River,  (vlth  the  exceptiOD  of 
the  cilgr  of  TallahasBeajj  betog  vqhjd  the  great  thoroughfare  of  trar 
Til,  North  and  Weat,  tram  the  Capitol  of  the  Stata« 

As  a  c^tral  point  it  «L11  o(»SQ)are  favorably  vith  any  othor 
location  whether  considered  gec^raphically,  or  with  reference  to 
population*  . 

Your  Committee  have  been  credibly  infomed  that  there  is  in 
successful  qperatLm  at  this  tiae,  a  literary  institutioi  kaemt  a* 
the  (^lincy  Acadeay,  having  a  laale  and  feaaale  department  distioot 
trm  each  other,  and  which  enjoys  an  annual  patronage  of  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  to  two  htxndred  pqpils*   This  iBstitatiOR 
was  incorporated  about  the  year  1832,  and  has  been  la  continuous 
operation  dam  to  the  presait  tiaa— a  period  of  n^urly  twraitythree 
years*   A  fact  so  significant  as  this,  aif fords  the  best  coMsataiy 
upon  the  character  of  the  people  amongst  whom  it  is  located,  and 
speaks  in  most  convincing  language  of  the  asount  of  interest  whidi 
they  might  be  expected  to  take  in  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the 
State  Seminary,  should  it  be  located  aacaogst  them.  -r-^^-': 

lour  CoBBdttee  are  also  informed  that  the  IBrustees  of  the  Quincy 
Acadeo^  have  tendered  and  are  willing  to  donate  to  the  State  the  edi- 
fice and  lot  idiioh  they  now  oocupy,  for  the  use  and  aoconmodation  of 
the  State  Seniiuoy,  so  long  as  it  may  be  desirable  to  occupy  the 
samej  and  that  the  citiaens  have  also  pledged  themselves  by  individ- 
ual aubscripti(»i8,  to  raise  such  an  amount  of  money  as  may  becona 
neeeasary  to  enlarge  and  oxt»id  the  present  edifice,  should  the 
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patronage  of  the  Institution  require  sudi  enlargement* 

In  condiuaioay  yKror  Coosiittee  do  not  hesitate  to  recooiDK^ 
that  t^e  State  Seoiinary  to  be  located  vest  of  the  Suxannee  River, 
ought  to  be  establi^ed  at  the  tom  of  Ofxiaofs  ^  Gads^  Ck>unty, 
and  in  accordance  with  that  recomoendation,  they  b^  leaye  to  ro» 
port  the  accoa{>ai^/lng  bill" 

All  of  •mtilich  is  most  res^ectl^iUy  submitted, 

;  :    '  omD  W,  HOUAMAN,  Chairiaaa     ^  ; 

BARTON  G«  pore. 

!•  M,  C.  MEEL.  ^.,v 
-  LIHIH  W.  ROWLET. 


(Taken  from  the  Florida  House  Journal^  l651*-5$*  PP»  230-2>Jl.) 


MEHORIAL  OF  TALLAHASSEE  TO  THE  liSGISLATURE  OF  l8$U-55 
RELATIVE  TO  ESTABLISHING  THE  WEST  HXHilDA  ^MINARI 

IN  THAT  cm 

To  the  Bssu  Weaker  of  tt^e 

House  of  Reptresentatlves  t 

Sir»-rAs  Intendent  of  the  City  of  Tallahassee,  I  have  been  instructed* 

by  its  Corporate  Authorities,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Gesieral  A»- 

so&bly  to  ti»  prc^nriety  of  establidiisg  at  this  place  the  State  Semi* 

nary  that  is  to  be  located  West  of  the  Sunannee  RiTer» 

We  submit  that  the  City  of  Tallahassee  offers  inducemfloits  fcr  the 
locatiom  of  the  Sondnary  equal  to,  if  not  greater  than  those  offered 
by  anyr  o£her  point  West  of  the  Suvannee*    In  point  of  health,  we  daia 
that  this  City  is  not  surpassed  by  any  place  in  llorida*    Prior  to 

oiir  City  was  occasionally  visited  with  severe  disease,  but  since 
that  period  the  temporary  causes  of  disease  have  been  removed;,  and  w« 
can  safely  challmge  a  ccmparisiKi  in  point  of  salubrity  with  azqr  other 
locality*    For  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  any  serious  malady  has 
been  almost  unknown  among  us*   While  various  other  sections  of  oar 
State  have  been  visited  with  yellow  fever  and  other  epidonics,  W9 
have  been  happily  exoupt;  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  in 
the  future  we  shall  have  occasion  to  nuntoer  our  uninterrupted  health 
as  among  ^e  greatest  of  our  blessings. 

We  cannot  claim  that  Tallahassee  is  exactly  in  the  geographical 
centre  of  that  portion  of  the  State  lying  West  of  the  Sumumee,  but  we 
do  claim,  and  we  think  justly,  that  it  is  sufficiently  in  the  center 
of  population,  both  present  and  prospective!  and,  moreover*  we  ftiaji^ 
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that  no  place  can  be  found.  West  of  this,  moi*e  accessible  team. 
either  of  the  extresaes.    Distance,  for  all  practical  purposes,  in 
this  age  of  steao^boats  and  railroads,  is  no  laager  calcalated  by 
the  number  of  miles  between  one  place  and  another,  but  by  the  length 
of  time  reciaired  to  acoggpUsh  the  t^ip*    If  it  be  objected,  then, 
to  this  place  that  it  is  too  far  East,  we  would  ask  what  point  West 
of  this  can  be  reached,  by  persons  fr03  tlMs  extr«ne  TScst,  wi-Ui  mor« 
facility  than  l^is?   We  have,  now,  a  regular  line  of  steaswrs  al<»)|( 
cur  coeist  froo  PensacoLa  to  St*  Marks,  and  St*  MaT\sB  is  comeeted 
with  Tallahassee,  at  present,  by  railroad,  and  in  a  sbort  titae  will 
be  by  plank  road*    Persons  froaa  Penisacola  or  any  iatcamiediate  points, 
by  this  route,  can  reach  Tallahassee  in  less  time  and  at  less  expense, 
than  9xsy  other  point  >¥est  of  this,  yAd-ch  is  likely  to  compete  with  us* 
It  is  within  our  knowledge  that  per»3ns  wishing  to  go  from  Fensacola 
te  lurianna,  have  found  it  most  convenient  to  take  Tallahassee  in 
their  route*   The  trip  troa  Pensacola  to  St*  Marks,  by  steaisery  need 
not  occupy  more  than  trm  fifteen  to  twenty  hours,  thus  Isringing  us 
within  reach  of  the  extreme  Aestern  point  in  less  tiitan  twentyfour 
hours*   The  time  now  required  to  reach  this  place  £raa  Hamilton  Coon- 
ty,  (the  extreme  Eastern  point,}  is  nearly  double  this*    The  argument, 
therefore,  t^t  Tallahassee  is  too  far  East,  should  not  have  weight. 
Another  airgument  in  favor  of  this  place  is,  that  it  is  the  Seat  of 
Government,  and  the  Institution,  if  located  here,  will  be  under  ths 
iininediate  supervisicHi  and  control  of  the  Executive  and  Qeneral  Jlniiri 
bly,  and  thus  have  a  State  character  given  to  it,  which  it  cannot  pos- 
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sibly  otti«nrise  possess*   lk>  one  can  doubt  that  the  iniaediate  guar** 
ianship  of  the  Rxewitive  and  Gmeral  Asseaibly  will  have  a  vast  i)>- 
fluence  in  Inspiring  the  public  at  hoae  and  abroad,  as  mil  as  the 
professors,  teachers  ajnd  pt^>ils  of  the  Institution,  witti  that  con- 
fidence and  seal  which  is  so  essential  to  success.    It  will  be, 
here,  as  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  ^oae  State  College  is 
located  at  the  Seat  of  Oovemment*    Every  individual  in  the  State 
will  feel  an  interest  and  a  pride  in  ita  succeM,  and,  in  a  tm  yMrs 
instead  of  seeing  occr  people  sending  theit  children  abroad,  where 
their  minds  are  too  often  poisoned  with  prejudices  against  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  land  of  their  biirth,  we  shall  seethesn  properly  edu- 
cated at  homej  and  it  raay  be,  youths  from  more  northern  latitudes 
nay  be  attracted  to  enjoy,  at  once,  the  advantages  of  a  collegiate 
education  and  Idie  health-restoring  influences  of  wir  mild  and  salT>»  . 
brious  cllne* 

Tallahassee  claias  no  precedence  over  oiher  parts  of  the  Stats 
in  the  morality  and  inteLligenee  of  her  eltisensi  bat  at  the  sams 
time,  she  yields  superiority  to  ncme  in  these  particulars.    This  is 
not  a  large  coBBsercial  city,  ««hera  the  morals  of  young  persois  are 
liable  to  great  exposure,  but  it  is  at  the  same  time  sufficiently 
large  to  afford  those  moral,  religious  and  conventional  advantages  . 
which  real  It  fi*ora  a  refined  state  of  society.    It  is  situated,  too, 
in  the  heart'  of  the  best  provision  growing  portion  of  the  State,  thus 
giving  a  guaranty  as  to  cheapness  of  board,  at  least  e(|ual  to  aqy 
other  portion  of  it. 


I  respectfully  sutanit  that  these  considerations  alone  are  suf- 
ficient to  determine  the  General  Asaenibly  to  locate  the  Seminary  at 
this  point,  but  I  am  instructed  by  the  City  Authorities  to  offer 
still  further  inducements. 

On  the  high  hill  lanedlately  west  of  the  City,  overlooking  it 
and  ttxe  adjacent  country,  the  Corporate  Authorities  crnn  ten  aci^s  of 
land,  on  which  th^  are  now  erecting  ami  have  nearly  completed  for 
SCTiinary  purposes,  a  large  and  coBBodious  brick  building,  the  cost  of 
irtiich,  when  fUlly  ccM?)leted,  according  to  the  contract  of  its  cai- 
structors,  will  be  about  *7,000.    The  City  Council  have  instructed  me 
to  say  that  if  the  Seminary  shall  be  located  here,  they  will,  a*  «»•, 
give  to  it  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  be  paid  in  part  by  a  conveyance  of 
the  above  described  property,  at  irtiatcver  price  the  appraising  agents 
of  the  State  may  put  on  it,  arid  the  balance  in  cashj  and  that  in  ad- 
dition to  the  said  sum  of  $10,000,  whidi  is  to  be  paid  immediately, 
they  wHI  give  to  said  Seminary  the  further  sum  of  ^,500  per  annoa, 
for  every  year,  so  laig  as  the  Institution  shall  exist— the  said 
|l,$00,  howevOT,  to  be  expended  in  the  tuition  of  the  children  of 
the  City,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  agreed  upofi  between  the  Board  of 
Direction  and  the  Corporate  Authorities  of  the  City. 

Should  this  arrangenaent  be  adopted,  the  Seninary  may  go  imnediatelor 
Into  operation,  as  it  will  have  not  only  the  r»cessary  buildings  and 
grounds  to  comnenoe  with,  but  also  a  ca^  capital,  independent  of  trtiat 
it  will  receive  frcxm  the  State,  of  several  thousand  dollars,  md  ft 
sure  innual  income  of  4^1,500— to  say  nothing  of  its  additional  incons 
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ilrcm  pupils  not  residents  of  the  Cltj. 

If  this  offer  be  not  acc^ted,  the  Seminary  West  of  the  Soron- 
nee  cannot  hope  to  go  into  operaticHi  fox*  many  years  yet  to  come,  as 
the  sum  it  is  at  pres«it  entitled  to  receive  from  the  State  is  only 
about  H,600  a  year,  a  sum  entirely  inadequate  to  build  up  such  an 
Institution  m  m  4MdM» 

If  ths  Q&aearsl  Asseobly  shall  accept  the  off«r  yfiAdh  I  nov  have 
the  honor  to  make,  I  think  I  hazard  but  little  in  s^lng  that  nrhen 
they  next  meet  here,  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  they  vill 
find  our  Seminary  in  a  condition  irtiieh  wiU  be  alike  gratifying  to 
their  patriotism  and  State  pride* 

I  have  t^e  honor  to  hm,  &c««      , .  ^ 
WM.  R.  HATifARD, 
latendant  City  of  Tnllahaa— ■ 

(Taken  froa  Florida  Senate  Joumalj  l85it-55,  pp.  2(^-^05,) 


WJOSm  AHD  mSORITI  REF(»TS  OF  THE  HOUSE  COMMITT^  01  ^ 
SCHOOLS  AND  COLLEGES,  LEGISLATUliE.  OF  1856,  IN  B£Q&BD  TO 
rrS  LOCATION  OF  WEST  FLOiilDA  SEJOHABI 

That  loascmich  as  several  localitlee  have  urged  their  claims  <m 
tiie  Qeneral  Assesnbly  for  Uie  two  last  Legislatures  preceding,  for 
the  location  of  the  Seminary  irest  of  the  Suwannee  Kiver,  feel  satis- 
fied that  any  recoismendation  made  by  your  ccmmittee  would  fail  to 
meet  the  apjarobation  and  ^proval  of  t^e  citizens  of  these  Tarioas 
sections;  and  Trith  all  due  and  proper  respect  far  tiie  claina  of  other 
sections,  and  without  doing  injustioe  to  any  of  then,  your  oora&ittM 
hcve  eooM  to  the  concLusicsi,  after  the  oost  aattired  consideration, 
that  Tallahassee  offers  the  mc»t  desirable  and  advantageous  site  for 
such  Seoiinary,  not  only  on  account  of  its  central  position  arul  e«^ 
accessibility,  but  on  account  of  the  very  liberal  offer  of  ten  thou* 
mod  dollars  made      its  City  Council,  and  tiie  additional  oxm  of  t«D 
thousand  dollars  to  be  expended  annually  in  the  educatim  of  ths 
ytmth  of  this  city,  besides  other  consid^ations,  all  of  which  htm 
had  their  inflaenc*  with  your  ccomitteei  aad  without  beiisg  actuated 
with  ary  aaetlenal  fs^Llngs  for  local  preferemes,  nammead  the 
acceptance  by  tiie  Genoral  Assembly  of  the  liberal  offer  by  the  Oily 
Council  of  MLlahassee  for  the  locatioQ  of  the  ixroposad  Seminary,  for 
lAiich  they  have  prepare  the  accon^^aoying  bill* 

D.  A.  TOOT,  Chairman 
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Wt»  Pope,  troBi  the  same  CoiBd.ttee,  made  the  folloalng  ladnorl^ 
reportt 

Die  undflrslgned,  a  minority  of  the  CoBBdttee  on  SchooLs  and  Col- 
leges, begs  leave  to  sulaolt  the  followdjig  report  \xpaa  locatiiig  the 
iMtem  SflodnBrys 

Regretting  that  I  could  not  agree  to  the  report  of  the  najori^ 
of  the  Goomittee,  I  herewith  submit  my  reasons  for  dissenting  there- 
frcau 

The  first  argcment  in  favor  of  locating  the  Seminary  at  tallahassee 
is,  that  there  is  a  larger  popvilatlai  here  than  at  other  places.  Noir, 
by  reference  to  the  electicMi  returns  of  18U8  and  1856,  it  is  evidrait 
that  the  influx  of  population  in  this  ccnintry  does  not  bear  scarcely 
«  CGO^parison  with  that  of  other  counties  in  this  State*    So,  if  the 
(sme  ratio  of  increase  of  populatl<xi  continues,  a  rery  fev  years  vill 
pass  tmsy  before  Leon  will  be  nundiered  among  the  counties  that  cast 
tiM  fffnwt  munber  of  votes*   Hence,  if  tbe  location  of  the  Saninary  !• 
to  be  permanent  and  pcfnilation  is  desirable  arcnmd  It,  amther  locality 
should  certainly  be  selected* 

Again,  in  reference  to  the  <^tral  positi(m  of  Tallahassee*  If 
m  accurate  examination  of  the  distance  from  the  Suwannee  river  to 
Pen»cola  should  be  made.  It  will  be  ascertained  that  the  medium 
position  Is  about  three  sdles  West  of  Harianna,  in  Jackson  county, 
and,  of  course,  if  centrality  is  to  be  observed  in  locating  this  Seaa- 
Inary,  then  the  most  eligible  point  at  or  near  tills  o«citriCL  plao* 
idiould  certainly  be  selecti^. 


Again,  it  ia  not  coDtraxj  to  the  «9q>ect«tions  of  t^e  citizeiis 
of  Leon  county  that  the  great  caitral  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to 
PenaacoGLa  vill  in  a  few  years  be  coinpleted,  and  then,  of  course,  any 
point  on  the  said  road  vill  be  of  etLSj  access,  and  hence  the  arguaent 
of  easy  access  to  this  place  loses  its  force. 

As  regards  the  liberality  of  the  proposition  nade  by  the  Ci^ 
CownciL,  through  its  Intendent,  I  tkLU  only  reply,  that  tiro  years  ago, 
idxm  the  Governor  of  this  State  appointed  Coanissicners  to  locate 
said  Seminary,  two  other  villages  West  of  this  city  made  more  liberal 
offers  than  did  this  city  at  that  time  to  secure  its  location  in  their 
ree^ctive  counties;  and  as  it  vas  unknonn  that  this  offer  vould  be 
Mde  and  proposition  subKoittad  for  the  location  of  the  Seminary  to 
^s  sessicxi  of  the  Legislatiu^,  it  nould  be  unjust  and  unfair  to 
locate  it  heire  upon  the  bonus  offered  without  giving  other  toma  th» 
privilege  of  presenting  their  bid  for  its  location  within  their  liadts. 

Having  thus  answered  the  reasons  of  the  laajority  of  the  Ccnmittes 
for  looatlng  the  Seminary  in  this  city,  it  asgr  not  be  amiss  to  present 
a  few  reasons  for  its  location  elsewherei  -  ' 

First.    The  universal  complaint  of  all  visitors  to  this  city  of 
Its  mdiealthiness  and  disagreeable  climate  should  certainly  be  a  sub- 
ject of  serious  objection,  inaamich  as  parents  should  be  deterred  fro» 
aending  their  children  on  account  of  the  irapreasicm  of  (whether  tru« 
cr  false)  the  unhealthiness  of  this  place. 

Secondly,    A  similar  idea  of  eactravagance,  not  only  in  the  hatf 
wies,  but  in  the  raalities  of  living,  should  certainly  deter  its 


29 


location  here*  .  ^; 

Now,  uqpon  sunning  up  the  Yaorloua  reasons  against  locating  the 
1—1  nary  here,  and  endeavoring  to  select  a  situation  where  popular 
tioa  is  sufficioat  and  rapidly  increasing^  and  iribfsre  ceatrality  i* 
evident  md.  access  beoondng  easy— «here  health  abooiuiSy  and  not 
only  the  realities  of  life,  but  also  its  luxuries,  are  obtainable 
for  a  fair  roauneratioay  I  am  bound  to  c(»clude  that  the  S«ninary 
jfiiould  be  located  in  or  near  the  town  of  Marianna,  in  the  county 
of  JackscMi*  ,  " 

HENRY  POPB 

(Taken  from  the  Horida  House  JcHirnal,  16^6,  pp«  lUd-CLSO*) 
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W.  V.  Knott 

Geo*  Couper  Gibbs 

Colin  Ekigliah,  Secretary 


Governor 

Secretary  of  State 
State  Treasurer 
Attorney  General 
State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction 


19^-191^5 

^wssard  L»  Holland,  Chairman  Governor 
Robert  A.  Qrsy  Secretary  of  State 

J*  Edvin  Larson  State  Treasurer 

J.  Tcm  Watson  Attorney  General 

Cdin  English,  Secretary  State  Superintendent  of 

Public  Instruction 

19U^19i49 

Ifillard  F.  Caldwell,  Chairman  Governor 
Robert  A.  Grsy  Secretary  of  State 

J.  Edwin  Larscnt  State  Treasurer 

J,  Too  Watson  Attorney  General 

Colin  Englishf  Seoretary  State  Superintendent  of 

Public  Instruction 


(This  list  OM^iled  by  Miss  Edith  P.  Pitts,  Administrative 
Assistant,  President's  Office,  University  of  Florida,  and 
used  with  her  permission. } 


WtmSBS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  COHTROL  SINCE  ITS 
FC^MATION  IN  190^ 


"  '     '  190$-1909 

Nathan  RxileoKai  Brymn,  Chairman 

P.  K.  long*  ? 

J.  C.  Baladn 

£.  i«  Wartmann 

T.  B.  King 
♦A.  L.  Brosm 
«iiat^ianiel  Ada» 

J*  Q»  Kell\m,  Secretary 

■  1909-1910 

P.  K.  Tonge,  Chairman 
T.  B.King 
£•  L*  Wartoann 
Frank  P.  Fla&ing*  Ar» 

D.  Finlayscn 
J*  Q*  KeUuDij  Secretary 


The  Sam 


1911-1912 


1912-191U 


P*  K9  Tonge,  Chairman 

T.  E,  King 

£.  L.  iifartraann 

F*  £•  Jennii^ 

W,  D,  Flnlayw*    '  ■ 

J*  G.  KelluBi,  Secretary 


Jacksonville 

Pensacola 

Live  Oak 

Gitra 

Arcadia 

Eostis 

White  Sparings 
Tallahassee 


BinsaeoiA 

Arcadia 
Citra 

Jackaonvilla 
Old  Town 
Tallahasi 


The  Sane 


Pensacola 

Arcadia 

Citan 

Jacksonville 
Old  Team 
Tallahasi 


191it-19l6 


The 


the  Same 


1916-1918 


Joe  L*  Eanaaii,  Chairman 

J«  T«  Diamcasd 

J«  B«  Hodges 

T.  B.  King 

£.  h*  Wartoann 

Bryan  Mack,  Secretary 


Jackscmville 

MiltOD 

Lake  City 
Arcadia 
Citra 
Ta 


*  Dr*  Brown  and  Mr*  Adams  were  sticceeded  bgr  £•  V,  Wartaann 
and  J*  C.  Baisden  during  this  period. 
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1918-1920 


J.  B«  HodgeSf  Chairman 

«•  W.Flournoy 

H.  B.  UiniuB 

J.  B*  Sattaa 

£•  L.  Wartmann 

J.  T»  Dioaoodl,  Secretary 


1920-1922 


P.  K.  ICDge,  ChalxMB 
£•  L*  Hartanon 

J.  B*  Sutton 

Johu  C.  Coqper,  Jr« 

V.  L.  WMmr 

J.  T»  Diouandi  SeeretazT 


1922-1921* 


P«  K*  YoDge,  Chairman 
£•  L*  Wazixiaim 

C.  Cooper,  Jr« 
A.  Blandlng 
W,  B.  Davis        -  - 
J*  T*  Diamcmdf  Secretary 


192]*-1926 


P*  K.  Yoigej  Chairman 
£•  L«  Wartoazm 

W.  Lane 
W.  B.  Davis 
Qaoeral  A.  iU  Blaidisg 
J«  T«  Dianc»3d^  Secretary 


1926-1928 


P.  K«  Tcnge,  Chairman 
Frank  J«  Wideman 
General  A.  H.  Blanding 
Edward  W.  Lane 
W.  B.  D&vis 

J.  T«  Diamocidy  Secretary 


1928-1930 


P*  S«  Icmgey  Chairman 
A.  H.  HLanding 
B«  Bavis 


Lake  City 
DeFunia^  Springs 
Jacks  onviUtt 
Taispa 
Citra 

Tallahaasee 


Pensacola 
Citra 

Tampa 

Jacksonville 
Perry 

Tallahassee 


Pensaoolik^ 
Citra 

Jacksomllle 

Leesburg 

Perry 

Tallahassee 


Pensacola 

Citra 

Jacksonville 

Perry 

Bartov 

Tallahassee 


Pensacola 

HVest  Pain  Beach 
Bartcnr 
Jacksonville 
Perry 

TallahasaM 


Pensacola 

Bartow 

Perry 


R.  F«  Uagulre 

Fraxdc  J.  Wldcman 

J*  T»  Diaaondf  Secretary 

1930-'1932 

P.  K*  Tonge,  ChairsNn 

A.  H.  Blanding 

A.  H*  Wagg 

£•  F.  Uaguire 

G.  H*  BaldKln 

J«  T«  Diaaead,  SMretary 

1932«193ii 

Geo.  H.  Baldwin,  Chairnum 
A.  H.  Blandlne 

H.  C.  I^ineaa 
0,  J.  Smum 
Alfired  H.  Wigg 

J.  T»  HiMoandf  Secretary 

I93I1-I936 

Geo.  H*  BaldKin,  Chairman 
Oa  J*  Seiair»s  .. 
H*  C.  Duroan 
Th(»«  W.  Bryant 
a.  P.  T«Ty 

«U>  %^  Limoadf  Secretary 

1936-1938 

R«  P*  Herry,  "lulu— 

Thos,  itf.  Bryant 

Henry  P.  Adair 

W.  M.  PaLaer 

Chas.  Heli'easteln 

J«  T.  DiaooDdf  Secretary 

1938-191^0 

K»  P.  Adair,  Chairman 
W.  M.  PalnKtr 
R.  H.  Gore 
N.  B*  Jordan 
T.  T.  Scott 

J*  T«  Diamcxid,  Secretary 


Orlando 

West  Palm  Beach 
Tallahassee 


FlQsacoSA 
BBrt<Mr 

WBst  Palm  Beach 

Orlando 

4ackaonvill« 


Jacksonvill* 
Bartov 

'Nanam 

Pensacola 
Palm  Deaoh 
Tallahassee 


Jacksonville 

Pensacola 

Tavares 

Lakeland 

Miml 

TallahassM 


lAkoland 
Jacksonville 
Ocala 
Live  Oak 
Tallahassee 


Jackaonville 
Ocala 

Ft.  Lauderdale 
Quincy 
Live  Oak 
TallahassM 


H«  P.  Adair,  Chairman  Jacksonville 

Thos.  W.  Bryant  LakaLand 

R*  H.  Gore  Ft.  Lauderdale 

N.  B»  JcBTdan  Qoincy 

T.  T.  Scott  Live  Oak 

J*  T*  DiaaoDd,  Secretary  XallahMtM 

H*  P*  Adair,  Chairaan  Jacksonville 

Thos.  W,  Bryant  Lakeland 

B.  H.  Qosee  Ft.  Lauderdale 

V.  B.  Jordan  Quiooy 

T.  T.  Scott  live  Oak 

J*  T.  Cianond,  Secretaxy  Tallahassee 

H*  P.  Adair,  Chalman  Jacksonville 

Thos.  W.  aryant  liakelawi 

H*  B«  Jordan  ,  Qain<7 

T.  T«  Scott  Live  0«k 

lartin  Lather  Uershoa  Miad. 

f*  DiMond,  Secretary  tsOLlAastm 

19U6-19h8 

J«  Thocias  Gumey,  Chairman  OrlanEio 

Thos.  W,  aryant  Lakeland 

J.  ifens<Hi  yarldiam  Jacksonville 

N.  B.  Jordan  Qoinegr 

Uartin  Lut^r  SJershon  lliaBl 
♦J.  T.  Diamond,  Secretary  (19lt6-U7)  Tallahasaee 

W.  F.  ?pmaen.  Secretary  il9hl''hB)  TallahasM* 

J«  Ihoroas  Ourney,  qhairman  Orlando 

Ihos.  W.  Bryant  Lakeland 

li«  B.Jordan  Qolney 

J.  H®ris<m  UazichMi  JadEBcaxvills 

Hollia  Rin^iart  iHj^j 

W.  F.  Powers,  Seeretaxy  TaLlafaasa«ft 


(This  list  coB5>iled  by  Miss  Edith  P.  Pitts,  Administrative 
Assistant,  President's  Office,  University  of  Florida,  and 
used  Td-th  hq:  permlssiop.)   

*  J.  T.  Diamond  retired  in  19U7  and  was  succeeded  by  W.  F« 
Pomrs  of  Tallahassee. 


PHILIP  YSmS  YOHOE 
1850-1931* 

By  Occie  Glubba 
(Florida  Flistorical  Society  C^arterly^  January^  1935) 

Kumberous  merabers  of  the  old  Knglldi  family  of  Philip  Kiqres 
Tonge  were  natives  of  cdoaial  Georgia  and  Florida,  som  held  office 
isader  the  crovn  of  England  in  both  states,  and  it  was  at  Feroandina, 
in  16DL8,  then  nominally  Spanisdl  territory,  that  his  fSather,  Chandler 
Cox  longe,  was  bom.    The  latter  became  a  laayer  early  and  was. 
scarcely  twenty  when  he  s«:*ved  as  assistant  secretary  of  the  first 
Florida  constitutional  convention  held  at  St*  Jo8Q)h«    Five  years 
later  he  was  elected  to  the  Florida  state  senate. 

In  lQh$  he  -was  sqppointed  by  President  Polk  United  States  district 
attorney  for  KLcn>ida,  and  reappointmoits  for  two  other  terns  fol- 
Ifinred*   Upon  the  secession  of  Florida  he  served  in  the  sane  office 
for  the  Confederate  States,  and  later  was  quasrteiiaaster  in  the  Cod- 
federate  service  with  the  rank  of  major  and  statlcmed  in  Tallahassee. 

Wille  living  near  l!arianna  his  son,  Hiilip,  was  bom  on  Vay  27,  18$0. 
The  family  aoved  to  PensaccOa  in  1859  ami  both  lived  there  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.    Both  attended  tiie  University  of  (teorgia,  and  Hiilip 
received  the  degrees  of  A.  B.  (1871),  and  A.  M«  and  IX.  B.  (1872).  Mw 
bnrship  in  Phi  Beta  Kappa  attests  his  scholarship.    Returning  to  Pn- 
sacola  he  entered  business  instead  of  the  law  and  after  several  years, 
in  1876,  began  his  c(»inection  with  the  aaoufactore  and  expert  of  lua- 
ber  irtiich  continued  jnore  than  fifty  years.    He  was  secretary  of  the 
Muscogee  Liraber  Conpany  until  1889,  assistant  manager  of  its  successor. 


the  Southern  States  Land  and  Timber  Coqpaij,  until  manager 
of  the  New  Icsaric  office  for  a  joar,  and  manager  of  its  liuscogee  w<n,ff 
until  the  oonpany  wait  into  receivwrahip  vhen  he  was  manager  for 
the  receivers.   Ylben,  in  I898,  the  corporation  was  reorganized  as 
the  Southern  States  Lumber  CoBQMuoy  he  became  vice  prMid«at  and 
general  manager,  and  was  president  fnm  1903  xmtil  1930,  trtien  hav- 
ing cut  all  its  tiai)er,  which  exceeded  UOO,000  acres,  it  liquidated 
its  busioQss  and  he  retired  from  active  business  life  at  the  age 
of  eighty. 

Ihe  agricultural  value  of  cut-over  pine  lands  in  the  Pensacd* 
p^ion  -ras  iB9)erfectly  known  until  in  1899  Mr.  Yonge  establitfted  a 
d«»i8trati«[i  farm  and  ranch  and  later  added  a  modern  dairy.  Here 
for  many  years,  in  addition  to  the  lumber  business^p  he  was  an  eoc- 
tKisive  and  successf\il  farmer;  and  that  farm  «irottgh  continoous  «oc- 
periments  and  with  daily  visitors  greatly  influenced  the  progrM* 
of  agriculture  in  the  t9^obu 

In  the  midst  of  the  perTOjeDcLties  of  a  large  Industrial  organl- 
aatioQ,  the  most  extensive  of  its  kind  in  «iat  region,  he  found  time 
to  s«rve  his  cooraunity,  and  in  civic  and  patriotic  capacity  he  m» 
alderaan  trm  1905  to  1909,  was  president  of  the  Pensacola  Chamber 
of  CoBBjerce  in  I908,  and  chairman  of  the  War  Caa^  GoBmnnity  S«rvic« 
and  Agricultural  Advisor  to  the  District  Ejc«ipti<ai  Board  during  the 
World  ifar. 

Imbued  with  the  spirit  of  progress  ifr.  longe  k^t  pace  with  the 
intellectual  movements  of  the  time.    His  single-hearted  allegiance 
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to  educational  opportunity  in  his  clty^  county^  and  state  laet  vith 
suoh  siccess  that  he  is  kncnm  as  an  educati(»uiL  leader  throughout 
Florida,  and  in  tMs  sphere  lies  his  greatest  cmtribution  to  the 
irell'-being  of  his  fellomen*    From  I876  to  1690  he  ins  a  member  of 
the  EscaBdsia  county  school  board  exc^t  for  one  term,  and  during 
this  period  the  foundation  of  public  education  thiere  was  laid* 
from  its  ioceptioa  in  1921  until  bis  deatb  he  «u  chairaan  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  special  tax  school  district  nhifih  includes 
Pensacolay  and  under  that  board  all  of  the  aodern  school  buildings 
of  the  district  ware  built.  • 

In  these  local  contacts,  as  in  those  of  larger  stateiride  isqport, 
tibere  was  nothing  dermatic  nor  self<-assertive,  for  irreproachable 
courtesy  marked  his  dealings  with  all*    He  was  precise  and  cautious, 
and  kept  down  factious  oppositicm*    No  educational  crisis  found  hia 
unequal  to  it  and  he  always  piloted  to  a  safe  anchorage* 

(te  the  consolidatioQ  of  the  State  schools  in  190^  and  the  estab^ 
lishnmt/  of  the  Univ^sity,  the  Florida  State  College  for  Womm,  the 
Agricultural  and  Uochsnioal  College  for  Negroes,  and  the  SdiooL  f(xr 
the  Deaf  md  the  Blind,  Itr*  Yonge  was  ^pointed  a  maak>9t  of  their 
Board  of  Control*    Exc^t  for  one  tonti  he  served  continuously  until 
his  retireaaeit  in  1933  at  the  age  of  eightjHihree,  and  for  the  last 
twenty  years  was  chainn^*    Though  its  meetings  were  held  several  : 
hundred  miles  Srom  his  hone,  he  attended  336  of  3itO*  Concurrently 
he  was  chainnan  of  the  State  Plant  Board  firom  its  inoeptiao. 

The  guiding  ^trit  of  his  work  with  the  presidents  of  these  in- 
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•titutiais  and  all  with  whom  he  labored  was  cooperation,  and  prac- 
tical c(H0BOinsense  was  the  mainspririg  of  his  actiOM*  Recogziltioa 
for  tills  service  came  to  him  in  good  measare  before  his  deaths 
(toe  of  toe  largest  schools  in  Pensacola  bears  his  name.    He  was 
given  the  Kiwanis  «ip  inscribed,  "In  ai^Jreciation  of  the  most  note- 
worthy public  service  rendered  the  city  of  Pensacola  during  the 
year  1531.''    At  the  Uxiiversity  of  Florida  he  was  awaixied  menbership 
in  Phi  Kappa  Fhl,  and  in  the  interval  between  his  teras  on  the 
Board  of  C<mtrol  the  University  conferred  the  d^ee  of  DoctOT  of 
Laws  \xpoa  him*    Its  annual  for  1933  mut  dedicated  to  bin*   Upon  his 
retireofient  the  legislature  of  Florida  passed  a  joint  resdutlcn  of 
appireciation  of  his  services  to  education  in  the  State*    His  most 
notewortt^  concrete  memorial  is  the  P*  K.  longe  Laboratory  School 
of  \he  University,  uhlch  at  the  time  of  its  ccnpletion  arid  dedicar- 
tion  to  him  in  1^3^  was  the  outstanding  plant  for  its  purpose  in 
the  country* 

In  1876  Mr.  Tonge  married  Lucie  C.  Davis,  who  died  in  1932* 
Of  nine  childr«a,  five  suirvived  hia*    iie  was  a  life->long  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  long  a  vestryiaan  of  Christ  Church  paxlsh 
at  Pensacola* 

He  became  a  member  of  the  flcndda  Historical  Society  qd  its 
revival  in  ISOZ,  was  elected  vice  presidasit  in  192U  and  was  presi- 
dent fipOTi  Hovenbcr,  1932,  through  the  difficult  years  of  1933  and 
193U,  until  his  dMth*    A  result  of  his  deep  interest  in  Florida's 
history  is  the  collection  of  Floridlana,  the  most  extensive  and 


33 


▼aluable  in  the  State,  which  he  and  his  son  Julien  C.  Tonge  brought 
together  i*«n  little  was  being  done  in  Florida  towards  the  preser- 
▼atioi  of  the  records  of  its  past. 

Dr.  looge  died  at  his  hone  in  Pensacdla  <»  August  9,  193h$  and 
nas  interred  tn  St.  Miohasl's  cemetery. 


BIOQRAPfflDCAL  SCETCH 


Itaneis  Arlington  Rhodes  nas  born  Jur»  23,  1908,  at  Woodville, 
Florida.    He  graduated  from  Leon  High  School,  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
in  1926,  attended  Mercer  UniTersity  and  the  University  of  Florida, 
and  receired  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  EducaUon  degree  fr<m  the 
latter  instituUon  in  1930.    He  was  admitted  to  the  CSraduat* 
School  of  the  University  of  Blorlda  in  1931,  attended  several  su»- 
mers  prior  to  World  »ar  II,  and  upon  separation  from  the  Navy  in 
191(6  returned  to  complete  hia  work,  receiving  the  yastw-  of  Arts 
la  Bduoatlon  degree  August  30,  19li6.    Remaining  at  the  University 
of  florida,  he  began  work  toward  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Educatiau 

From  1930  to  1936  he  was  teacher  and  principal  of  schools  in 
Le«i  and  Gadsden  Counties.    In  1936  he  was  elected  County  Stqjer- 
intendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  Lmd  County*    He  was  re-elected 
in  19ltO  and  served  until  191*2,  when  he  was  coBBilssioned  an  officer 
in  the  United  States  Naval  Resenre.    He  reniained  on  acUve  duty  with 
the  Navy  until  February,  191*6.    He  was  married  to  Mary  Margaret 
Pichard  of  Tallahassee,  florida,  on  September  lU,  19ii6. 

He  is  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Tau  social  fraternity.  Kappa  Delta 
PI  honorary  educational  fraternity,  and  Phi  Delta  Kappa  professional 


This  dissertation  nas  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  candidate's  Supervisory  CeadttM  aad 
has  been  approved  by  all  members  of  the  Coamiittee.    It  was 
sulHBitted  to  the  Graduate  Council  and  was  approved  as  pa3>» 
tlal  ftilf illment  of  the  requirements  for  the  d^ree  of 
Itoctor  of  EducatiMU 


S^tefliber  U,  19U8. 
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